AUGUST 2014

Happy Fathers Day to all Fathers in the Parish.

The 10am Mass on Sunday 24th August at the Martin
Doyle Centre, Marymount College was the last port of call
for Archbishop Mark Coleridge as he concluded his three
day visit to the largest Parish in Australia.
Commencing his visit with the students on the Friday, the
Archbishop‘s time table took him to St Benedict‘s
Mudgeeraba to confirm fifty one children on Friday evening
and afterwards, mingle at supper with them and their families.
Saturday morning saw him celebrate Mass at Infant Saviour
where he installed and blessed the statue of Our Lady and the
Infant Saviour (pictured). Breakfast followed in the meeting
room, and shared by Pastoral Councillors and those in parish
ministry.
From there it was on to Ozanam Villa, and then celebrating
6pm Mass at Our Lady of the Way with the Palm Beach community who are celebrating their 50th year. Sunday morning
back to St Benedict‘s for the 8.30 Mass, first Eucharist for the
newly confirmed, and blessing of their new Crucifix; then
returning to Doyle Centre for the celebration of Mass with
twenty five newly confirmed children for their first Eucharist.
Our photos tell the story.
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MEMBER PROFILES
The Burleigh Pastoral Council
consists of one person from each community and others from across the Parish,
plus Father Ken, Father Huong, Father
Lucius, Sister Pat and Parish Manager,
Jim Littlefield. Their role is to promote
the Church‘s mission to live and communicate the love and values of Christ in
the world around us.

B U R L E I G H PA S T O R A L C O U N C I L
GOAL: To encourage a
sense of unity as one
Parish, within all
churches, schools and
groups active in the
Parish.

The Pastoral Council shares in the
responsibility for the ongoing life and
development of our parish community,
working together with parishioners to
provide support for their efforts to live as
followers of Christ.
Catholic Life is pleased to present your
new Parish Council Members and their
profiles:
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Shannon Sosinksi
I moved to the Gold Coast from Victoria two
years ago with my husband and three
children. I am a school teacher and currently
work at a couple of schools in the Gold
Coast region. I belong to the Infant Saviour
Mass community and am looking forward to
being a member of the Parish Pastoral
Council
Maree Wright

Bev Tronc
Married to Doug with two children and
four grandchildren. Retired from work in
education for ten years. Lived in South of
Brisbane in Wishart and moved to
Burleigh Parish fifteen years ago. Finally
settled as a member of 5.30pm Mass
community in the Doyle Centre, although
I enjoy worshipping with all other mass
communities in the parish. Involved in
children‘s ministries in the parish and in
the local State Schools. I became part of
the Pastoral Council to learn more about
the complexities of the Parish and see
how our diversity can enrich us as one.

Goal: To support families
through evangelization and
outreach at every stage of
their faith journey.
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Denise Dunn
I have been in the Burleigh Heads Parish for
the last twenty years and I wouldn‘t swap it
for the world. I am involved in the liturgy,
Eucharistic Ministry, welcoming and, I am a
sacristan. My hopes and goals for this parish
are to make it a place people want to come
to, not because they feel they have to. I want
it to be warm and friendly; I want people to
be aware that they can reach out if and when
they are in need and to know that someone
will hear them and be there for them. I
would welcome a unilateral acceptance of all
people at all our Mass Centres. In my position on the Burleigh Heads Pastoral Council,
these are my ideals and goals and I will work
tirelessly to reach them.

Married to Glenn with three children.
Moved to the Gold Coast twenty years
ago from Sydney. I have worked for
Brisbane Catholic Education for
thirteen years, currently teaching at
Marymount Primary School. My hopes
for this vibrant parish, particularly in
light of the construction of our new
Church, is to foster greater bonds between the Parish and Marymount
Primary and College. Welcoming and
including the youth of this Parish in
liturgical celebration provides the
opportunity to assist our young people
to grow in their faith and their
relationship with their local Church
community.

Goal: To strengthen
communication
between with the broader
community particularly
utilising modern
Technologies.

Goal: Youth - To
continue to build stronger bonds between the
parish and Marymount
Primary and
College.
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Joseph Theseira
Born in Malaysia and have lived in
Australia for 27 years. I am married
with one grown up son. I have been
in the Burleigh Parish for the last
fourteen years. I celebrate Mass at the
10.00am Doyle Centre and run children‘s liturgy. My keen interest is to
develop and nurture the Youth Group
in the Parish. I have been doing this
on and off for the last five years. I
help coordinate the Youth Mass once
every two months.

Gail Young
My long commitment to the music of
the Church led me to accept nomination to represent the Miami community on the Parish Pastoral Council. I
have a life-long interest in ‗voice‘,
having studied this and piano at the
Sydney Conservatorium. My working life evolved around music and
production, where I have worked for
performing companies, on-screen
advertising interviews and numerous
musical productions. My passion is to
bring vitality to the liturgy through
music and liturgical music has always
been a major interest in my life.
Whatever I can achieve through my
membership of the Burleigh Pastoral
Council, which I regard as a privilege, for all Burleigh parishioners, is
in God‘s hands.

Brian Wellspring

10.00am Doyle Mass Centre and regular
attendance at weekdays at Infant Saviour,
Palm Beach and Miami. My Vision is for
an inclusive participation to promote God‘s
values of love, justice and peace and to see
the completion of our new Burleigh Waters
Church overflowing with returned Catholics being welcomed home. I am actively
involved in Parish life through liturgy,
choir, rosters and am on the Pastoral and
Burleigh Communities Council. In addition, I am a representative for our Deanery
and a catechist for R.C.I.A. To facilitate the
ministry of others is a special interest; to
build community empowering all to realize
their baptismal call to mission. In particular
I aim to be inclusive of the youth of our
parish who respond with great generosity
and teach us gospel joy. My spiritual focus
is on evangelization through both RCIA
and those alienated from the Church.

Married on May 2 1960 at Mary Immaculate Church Annerley, Brisbane by my
schoolmate and altar boy partner Fr. John
Egan. Settled in Yeronga and became part
of the Saint Sebastian‘s Church and school
community. Raised five children and have
eight grandchildren and three inherited great
grandchildren. We then relocated after 28
years, settled in Shailer Park and became
part of the Daisy Hill Saint Edward‘s Parish. Relocated to the Gold Coast in 2000.
Val and I work fulltime and have just celebrated our 54th Wedding Anniversary.

James Fink

Goal: To establish a
liturgical group within the
parish; to form ministers,
servers and musicians that
encourage sharing of sound
practices whilst addressing
the needs of contemporary
society.

Married to Gennifer with three girls
Emelia (9), Esme (7) and Esther (4). I am a
General Physician working at the Gold
Coast and Robina Hospitals. My family has
been a part of the Burleigh Parish at
Mudgeeraba since we moved here 5.5 years
ago. The Mudgeeraba community has been
so extraordinarily welcoming to us that I
wanted to try to be a ‗giver‘ to Church and
Parish life rather than just a taker. This is
why I joined the council.
www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au
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Google—What‟s

happening in
the Vatican!

OUT AND ABOUT THE PARISH

Our Pope is a fast mover
Google - Growth of the Catholic Church in Asia
Google –About
Google—Why

the Sacrament of Marriage
do Catholics pray to Saints

Google—Christian History of Ephesus
Google— Mary‟s House Turkey

INFANT SAVIOUR SUNDAY TRIPLETS— Deirdre, Roger and Elizabeth recently celebrated their milestone birthdays at a
luncheon with friends from the Parish. Pictured above, these
three people are very much a part of the work that goes on behind
the scene in the church.

Once again we celebrated

Google—Catholic Saints

Try counting how many!!!!

St Benedict’s Day Celebrations

the Feast Day of our Patron, St Benedict, with a special cake
and a sausage sizzle. The children ran races, pinned the tail
on the donkey and balanced eggs on a spoon or lined up
potatoes - all with great enthusiasm, striving to win a bag of
lollies. The adults sat around talking, munching on sausages
and onions, to be followed by chocolate cake and a ―cuppa‖.
Those sausages were so good many came back for seconds.
An added pleasure after Mass, we presented flowers and sang
happy birthday to our organist, Theresa, although she had to
play for herself! A very good day for our community!

Parishioner Recognised for Community Service
A recent recipient of the
McPherson Community Achiever
Award, Jillian Withycombe
received the presentation at a
function at Robina, from Federal
Member Ms Karen Andrews.
The Miami Community is proud of
Jillian, a tireless worker for charity,
previously devoting her life to
nursing. Jillian came to the Gold
Coast in 1990 when she quickly
became involved in voluntary work
with the Leukemia Foundation, the
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Bernadette Lane

Heart Foundation as well as doing
valuable work with Drug and Alcohol,
Cancer, and food bank service for the
homeless and needy. Jillian is a volunteer with Care and Concern, and has
been a Visiting Communion Minister
for many years.
Jillian‘s work was recognized
along with other recipients, in a recent
speech in Parliament by Member Karen
Andrews.
Congratulations to Jillian, a very
valuable contributor to our
community.
www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au

Pictured: Jillian receiving award from Karen Andrews

Teams:

for Married Spirituality

Coordinating the World Marriage
Day Mass at St Benedict‘s each year, the Gold Coast
Team has also invited couples to join them for a
retreat day held at Nerang Parish and hosted a Celebrate Love weekend at Surfers Paradise Parish.
In this Deanery, the Team for Married Spirituality,
has been meeting monthly for eight years. The current team has six couples and a spiritual counselor,
Father Rafal Rucinski. He has been with ‗Teams‘
since his transfer to Burleigh Heads and now Parish
Priest at Nerang.
Pictured are our couples at Marian Valley enjoying
their ‗Retreat and Crossroads‘ on the Third Sunday
in July. Members are not obliged to attend any of
these gatherings, but it is a great way to learn about
the wider Movement and to make wonderful connections with the other ‗TEAMS‘ in Queensland and
other Regions.

We wait to hear more about the International Conference in Dublin for
‗TEAMS‘ being held at the end of the month
If you would like to find out more about living the „Teams‟ way of life, you can
go to the Teams website at: www.teamsoceania.com.au or
contact Sue and Bren Milsom at milsoms@iinet.net.au or phone 0409718139

“Little Angels” Natalie and Charlotte made their
All communities within the Burleigh Parish were represented at a
recent very successful Welcome Night August 6th, hosted by the
Pastoral Council, our Parish Priest, Fr Ken Howell, associates
Fathers Huong and Edomobi and Pastoral Associate Sister Pat
Tomlinson.

First Holy Communion at Infant Saviour, 24 May 2014.
Pictured with Fr. Lucius, Daniel, Matthew and Jack.

Burleigh Councillors welcomed the following newcomers to our
Parish:
SEAN CADEN, BOB & GLORIA CLEARY, LUCY CONWAY, ELIZABETH CRICHTON, ADRIAN & HELEN DICKIE WITH THEIR CHILDREN INGRID & AUSTIN, JOAN & MICHAEL FREEMAN, MARIA &
GORDON GALT, SHEREE & SCOTT RADCLIFF WITH THEIR
CHILDREN JAYDA, ABBEY & NOAH, SANDRA REID, FAYE SOAVE
AND MOLLY THESEIRA.

Cheese Platters, Rolled Sandwiches, Fruit, Cheese Scones, and Curry
Puffs were among some of the food temptations that just kept coming
and coming. The wine was superb! The children enjoyed lemonade and orange juice and claimed it a great party!
Since that night a number of people who attended have said it was
such a special evening they would be happy to repeat it every three
months! It was acclaimed as a great time of making contact, meeting and greeting, spending time over a glass of wine and really
enjoying each other‘s company – and a wonderful welcome and
outreach to the many newcomers in the parish who as some mentioned, they found it hard to ‗just butt in‘ and make themselves
known after attending Mass, and just ‗shyly‘ left without making
contact with anyone. A lesson for all Parishioners to be aware of
newcomers and be ready and waiting to welcome new faces in our
faith communities.
www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au
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Marymount Primary Reports

―Come, live life in all its fullness‖ is the aim of
our Marymount Primary Students.
On Wednesday 30th July we were led in vibrant and colourful prayer and song by the students from 5Y (Mrs Cronin‘s class). Catholic
Education Week was celebrated across Queensland from 27July to
5August this year.
The annual event promotes the special ethos of Catholic Schools
and highlights the great things that take place in Catholic schools
everyday. The theme for this year‘s celebration was: Come, live life in all its fullness.
This inspirational call is based on the Gospel of John (10:10), challenging those who
answer it to ―live fully‖.
Reflecting the Gospel call Marymount Primary, like all Catholic schools, strives to
provide a learning experience through which every young person has the opportunity to
reach their full human potential—spiritually, intellectually, emotionally, socially,
culturally and physically—and know what it means to engage in all that life has to offer.
Staff member Jane Lennon, pictured with principal Mr Greg Casey, has been recognized
as someone who actively encourages others to ‗Live Life to the full‘. A member of the
Marymount staff for thirty years, Jane has recently been nominated as one of the ten
staff from the Brisbane Archdiocese for the prestigious Spirit of Catholic Education
Awards.

Marymount Primary has a long history of producing champions on the
sporting field and in athletics.
We recently completed the track
and field competition at our school
level and are currently moving
through Catholic, district and regional comps.
Congratulations to the age champions (8-13pictured) on a fine effort.

Following on from the 2012 Musical, ―A Faerie Tale 2—
Return of the Dark Queen” was written and directed by
classroom teacher Meagan Curry and involved one hundred
and five Year 6 and 7 students on stage.
Audiences were taken on a journey into a mystical world in
which good triumphed over evil. Of course a lot of fun was
had by all throughout rehearsals and performance.

Living life in all its fullness.
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Outward or Inward? by Fr Ken Howell
One of the great challenges for every human person is to become
one who is outward looking. By this I mean
that we never close our eyes to what is going
on around us. It is easy to do this in our family as the close bond of family living demands our constant attention. This is wonderful, and one of the very best ways that
God has given us to share our love and compassion with those who have been given to
us in the love of family.
A constant imperative of the Gospels is
Jesus telling us to be alert to the needs of our
brothers and sisters. ―Open your eyes‖ to
those around you and look for the people
along the pathway of life who could teach
you through ―a walk in their shoes‖! If we
ever close our eyes to the needs of others we
have lost our way. If our Parish becomes
inward looking and only concerned about
what happens here, we are not being true to
Christ‘s call. My visit to East Timor at Easter this year certainly opened my eyes to a
people who have many needs and have suffered greatly in their recent history, but also
to a people of vibrant faith and trust in God.
Materially they are poor, spiritually they are
rich, and they have so much to teach us who
often depend on the material to the
detriment of the spiritual.

Fr Ken and Bren Milsom inspecting the disrepair of a school room in Ossu

The Parish of Ossu, with whom we have a
special spiritual connection, have great
material needs for the education of their
children. Their modest school building
needs urgent repair and we can help. We
provide millions of dollars for our parish
school projects, providing building of the
highest quality, perhaps now we might be
able to look beyond our own needs to a
project that will make a huge difference to
the young people of Ossu.

from a range of mental health issues, including depression, anxiety, panic attacks,
as well as diagnosed mental illness like
schizophrenia or bi-polar disorder

from Dan Carroll

Grow is a caring and supportive organization that has developed a
unique program for improving and
maintaining mental health.
It was established in Sydney nearly
60 years ago. The founders were
drawn together by their first hand
experience of mental illness. The
wisdom they gained in helping each
other to overcome life‘s challenges
and recover from mental illness
forms the basis of the Grow Program.
This pioneering program has helped
thousands of Australians to recover .

This is not just another appeal but an
opportunity to discover the richness of
the Church in places very close to Australia. Let that be our starting point and
part of our quest to be outward looking
in all things for the sake of Jesus and his
brothers and sisters.

not criticise me or judge me. I felt safe.”
Jo

The program is designed for people to take
back control of their lives, overcome
obstacles and start living a life full of
meaning, hope and optimism.

“Instead of my life being finished it was
really just beginning. The others in the
group believed in me so I was able to begin
to believe in myself. Where there was darkness and despair, Grow gave me a way
through.” Trevor.

What makes Grow so special is the
practical advice contained in the Grow Program and the wisdom that is discussed every week from literature that has been written by members. Grow provides additional
support for individuals in their relationship
with their doctor, that contributes to a full
recovery.

During the three and a half years I have
been involved in Grow as a volunteer organiser for the Southport and Burleigh
Grow Groups, I have watched in awe at
lives turned around by the power of the
common sense principles contained in the
Grow Program and the support and encouragement provided by the group members.

Testimonials from fellow sufferers can
be inspiring and here are extracts from a
few: “What made me return to Grow
for a second week was knowing that I’d
found a haven where I could be with
people who understood me and did

As we learn in Grow “you alone can do it,
but you can‟t do it alone.”
The Grow contact number is 1800 558
268 for the Queensland Office or contact
me direct on 0419 299 689.
www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au
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“10 ISSUES ON”

ANNIVERSARY

CATHOLIC LIFE is a publication prepaid by the Burleigh Parish Communications Group

OUR GOALS:

To allow parishioners to connect strongly with each other as a church community.
To communicate between the different groups within the parish.
To have parish life connect more with our schools and the wider community.

OUR THANKS:

To all those generous, busy parish members who continuously forward news
and photos of their special catholic community endeavours. Our five Mass Centres enrich a large area of the Gold Coast, reaching out, working together, celebrating Catholic life.
We welcome new members who would like to extend our work, if only occasionally.
We welcome contributions to our newsletter, suitable articles/photographs.

A
Promise
Fulfilled

THE SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP by Sue Milsom

One year on from our visit in
2013, we returned to the Ossu Community in Timor with the
promise that we would come back with the Parish Priest of
Burleigh Heads. It was Father Ken‘s first visit and the welcome he received was overwhelming for him.
Over 200 parishioners were there to witness the robeing
ceremony with the Timorese Tais material (picture inset) to
symbolically bind our two parishes together. Our part,
together with thirty thousand strong congregation, joined in
the celebration of the Cannonization Mass of Popes John
XX111 and John Paul11. The Mass was held at the John Paul
11 Shrine where he had celebrated Mass in 1989, then occupied by the Indonesians. At the time, Pope John Paul 11
attracted world wide media attention to the plight of the
Timorese people. Fr Ken was invited to concelebrate with
his fellow Timorese Priests.
With a clearer idea of the way forward for our Burleigh
Heads Parish we hope, through the Social Justice Action
Group, together with Marist Solidarity and Rotary, to repair
the Ossu Junior High School. A safe environment is needed

for the 400 students who attend the
school. Major repairs to the school
roof, and a new toilet block for staff and
students will require the raising of some
$100,000.00.
A big challenge, but we believe it is a
worthwhile goal. We need your ideas in
raising monies to repair St Tereshina‘s

School in Ossu.

The donation cards for the Timor Project are now available at
the back of all the churches
Contact us through the Parish
Office phone 55766466 or Sue
mobile 0409718139.

is a publication from the Burleigh Parish Communication Group.
Contact us by email: catholiclifeburleigh@gmail.com or phone 0410 455 014 or 07 5578 8776
Our goals are: To have Parish life connect more with schools and the wider community.
To allow parishioners to connect strongly with each other as a church community,
To communicate between the different groups within our Parish.
We welcome new members to our committee, contributions to our newsletter and our thanks for the articles and photos of this issue.
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