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Council wish to convey appreciation 

and admiration for the dedicated and 

hard work of the Burleigh Parish Com-

munications Group in its production of 

the ‗Catholic Life’ 

  

The work and distribution of ‗Catholic 

Life’ is professional and inclusive of the 

five different parish communities it 

serves with its many groups and various 

activities. 

 

It assists in amalgamating our five di-

verse and widespread parish communi-

ties of Burleigh Heads, Burleigh  

Waters, Miami, Mudgeeraba and Palm 

Beach, uniting us in each other‘s 

The Burleigh Heads Parish Pastoral Council 

has requested that we publish this 

communication on their behalf:- 

     is a Quarterly publication by the Burleigh Parish Communication Group. 

 Contact us by email:  catholiclifeburleigh@gmail.com  

Our goals are: To have Parish life connect more with schools and the wider community. 

                    To allow parishioners to connect strongly with each other as a church community, 

              To communicate between the different groups within our Parish. 

 New members are welcome to our committee.  Contributions to our newsletter and our thanks for the articles and photos of this issue. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS BURLEIGH 

PARISH COMMUNICATIONS 

GROUP ON YOUR VALUABLE 

WORK WHICH UNITES OUR OVER-

ALL PARISH IN ITS MISSION OF  

‗Catholic Life’. 

 

Before each Communication Group 

Meeting we pray:- 

"Lord  Bless all who use their talents 

in the  field of communications. Guide 

those who send out the communica-

tion and those who receive it, so that 

all people may come to know your 

truth and be renewed by your love. " 

 

If you would like to join the Commu-

nications Action Group, our door is 

open and welcoming.  It is not a 

heavy work load but a wonderful 

enrichment giving witness and 

recording special moments 

of BURLEIGH HEADS CATHOLIC 

LIFE. 

 

 

celebrations, commitments and goals. 

 

In particular its inclusion of our Ozanam 

Villa seniors reaches out to them embrac-

ing  them as an important community of 

the Parish. 

The young children of our Parish  

families are delighted to have their spe-

cial moments recorded! 

If they find themselves pictured it is  

indeed a special bonus. 

―How many copies am I allowed?‖ from 

one such child viewing herself in her 

First Holy Communion dress. 

  

Catholic Life is inclusive too of the  

children and students of our Marymount 

Parish School and College.  Highlighting 

for us the many achievements and social 

occasions of both Primary and College 

students.  So many photographs snapped 

and printed give witness and record the 

special moments and the ups and downs 

of Parish including its success, beauty 

and commitment. 

 

The new Burleigh Waters Church is 

expected to be retendered and the  

selected builder appointed by June this 

year. 

The new church tender process was 

suspended last December to allow the 

Marymount Schools to plan additional car 

parking along the road to the ovals (west of 

the Doyle Centre). 

Marymount schools plan to start work on 

the new car park in July and it is expected 

that the church construction would also 

start in July. 

The new church project budget 

includes the new church to seat 550 

 people, parking for over 150 cars, parish 

 

offices, a columbarium, a 150 seat community centre above a St Vincent de Paul 

Distribution Centre. 
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   from Denise Dunn 

It‘s a wonderful occasion when a 

Church has a 50 year celebration – 

but even more so when a number 

of the founding members are still 

in the Parish after this length of 

time and were present at the  

Celebration Mass.  This is what 

Our Lady of the Way Church at 

Palm Beach experienced at the 

culmination of its 50th year  

celebrations on Saturday 20th 

December, 2014. 

50 years ago a group of enterprising 

and pioneering people had a vision to 

build a Church in Palm Beach.  The 

project had the usual number of 

headaches, problems and lack of 

funds that projects of this size and 

nature have – but that didn‘t stop the 

enterprising group bringing it all to 

fruition.  When we talk about our 

founding members, it‘s not just the 

people who were recognised for their 

efforts.  Those people were also  

supported by their families – who 

were often left at home while the 

work was being performed – or off 

in another direction raising funds to 

allow the project to be completed.  

One such person was Joan Leschke 

(nee Snee) who has had a hand in 

practically everything in which this 

Church has been involved, 

including running a bargain bazaar, 

being president of the Marymount 

Ladies Auxiliary, being a founding 

member of the CWL and Eucharistic 

Ministry, to mention just a few.  Joan 

was present at the final celebration 

along with many other founding 

members and we are so grateful to 

their families for supplying stories, 

some history and memorable 

moments which allowed us to record 

those first years into our book of 

―Memories‖. 

Other members directly involved 

from the beginning of the project and 

also presented with a copy of the 

book were Ray Taylor (builder) and 

his family, brothers, children, and 

of course his wife Merrill.  Ray 

reiterates now that she is owed as 

much thanks for sticking with him all 

that time whilst he trudged every 

weekend and a lot of evenings after 

work to continue the project. 

Bob Harvey and his wife Hazel were 

also at the Mass – even though they 

had moved away for a few years – 

they are now back in the Parish and 

once again worship at Our Lady of the 

Way.  We were also blessed to have 

Barry Smith at our first celebration as 

he was plumber on the site.  Joe  

Deguara was also present at this cele-

bration being one of the builders, and 

he had many stories to tell. 

There were presentations to Jim 

O‘Brien, Peter and Deneice Kenne-

dy, Doug Steele and his late wife 

Patricia, Doreen Kennedy, Carmel 

Meldon and Nora Zipf.   Theresa 

Curran – wife of the late Wayne 

Curran – was unable to be present 

on the night but was presented with 

a copy of the book in memory of 

Wayne who spent 30 years in Cath-

olic Education both as teacher and 

Principal as well as his work on the 

Parish Council. 

We also appreciate all of the wonder-

ful Priests who have brought us to this 

historic occasion, including the 

hurdles many of them endured during 

their time with us. 

And of course we could never  

celebrate Mass without our willing 

workers – cleaners, gardeners, readers, 

Eucharistic ministers, musicians, 

Sacristans – and the list goes on.  Too 

often the workers behind the scenes 

don‘t get recognition for their selfless 

contributions – but in this Parish we 

are very aware of what happens and 

are abundantly grateful that we are 

blessed with their unfailing loyalty.  It 

really makes you realise that ―Mass 

just doesn‘t happen‖ – it is a well  

organised team that makes it happen. 

Such is the spirit that makes up the 

congregation of Our Lady of the Way 

Palm Beach. 

No amount of thanks will ever be 

enough. 

L-R—Daughter Cathy and Joan Leschke 

L-R Daughter Desley, Merrill and Ray Taylor 

L-R Bob and Hazel Harvey at the 50 year Mass . 

L-R Father Ken with Ray Taylor cutting the cake. 
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Bernadette Lane OAM 

For service to social 

 welfare, and to the  

community of  

Burleigh Heads. 

Bernadette Lane was co-founder and co-

ordinator for Care and Concern, Burleigh 

Heads Catholic Parish from 1983-1999 

and continues today as a volunteer driver.  

She provided initial training for five Care 

and Concern groups in Queensland and 

was a telephone counsellor for Lifeline 

from 1983-1996.  From the 1950‘s, when 

her children attended Marymount, she 

Francisco Martinez   

Farewell by the  

Doyle Centre Community  

10am Mass 

Francisco Martinez has been the 

staunch patron of children at the 10am 

Doyle Centre Mass for the past 14/15 

years. 

He instigated the involvement of very 

young children to proceed to the altar 

with the offertory gifts and to be in charge 

of collection plates, some less than five 

years old.   He has been the provider of 

lollies, Easter eggs, and cakes for special 

occasions. 

was active in all spheres of school life, 

becoming a member of the Marymount  

College Ladies Auxiliary in the late 1970‘s. 

 

From 1953 she was a volunteer in church  

ministry, teaching religion in Burleigh  

State Primary and Secondary Schools. 

Bernadette was Vice-President of the  

Burleigh Women‘s Hockey Club from 

1980-1985 and became a patron from 

1986-1992.   At age 86, loving wife, 

mother and grandmother, she is still 

active in the community, visiting the sick 

at Robina Hospital or at home and collecting  

for the Salvation Army Red Shield Appeal. 

“He held a Children‘s Day on a number of  

occasions with games, fun treats and lollies 

for everyone, even the non-winners.  “These 

children are the future of our church” was 

his response when thanked for his many efforts. 

We must give mention to Margarita for her 

specially crafted celebration cakes with 

beautiful Christian symbols  

Francisco, together with his wife Margarita, has 

relocated to Rockhampton to be near their son, 

Renzo, his wife Paige and their children 

Lillianna and Christian.  They leave our Parish 

with all the love, memories, prayers and best 

wishes of the Doyle Centre. 

The children miss their special friend and mentor. 

 

 

Within our Burleigh Parish there are three Family 

Groups.  Each group gathers on a regular basis and it 

is a great way to get to know people in the Parish. 

Details of gatherings are announced in our weekly 

newsletter which is available at our Mass centres, and 

also on our Parish website. 

In Australia the Family Group Movement was 

established in 1972 by Fr. Peter McGrath, a Passionist 

Priest. 

“Focus is on people caring for, loving and 

accepting each other‖  www.pfgm.org. 

 

Family Groups provide a non-threatening 

environment for non-church going partners and 

friends, including all who wish to belong, 

married, single or divorced. 

 

To join, or for further information, please 

phone Rosemary 0412606492 or the Parish 

Office 5576 6317. Everyone is welcome. 

Cecelia Robinson with Francisco 

http://www.pfgm.org
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OUT AND ABOUT THE PARISH 

Father Huong Van Nguyen was 

farewelled at the Doyle Centre 

on December 21st. 

A crowd gathered for morning 

tea after the 10am Mass at the 

Doyle Centre to show their  

appreciation to him for his three 

years in our Parish of Burleigh. 

Father took up his new position 

to be Associate Pastor in the 

Southport Parish with Parish 

Priest Father Jan Bialasiewicz. 

 

The annual Christmas 

Liturgy for the residents 

of the Ozanam Villa  

(pictured) was held in 

December.  

Chaplain Mrs Joan Morson 

as she does every year,  

organised the Liturgy around 

the Story of Christmas, ―The 

Birth of Christ”. 
  

Ministers from various 

churches who regularly  

attend the Villa are invited to 

reflect on the readings, and  

25th January is a great celebration for the Gold Coast  

Filipino Community.  They join in spirit with others all 

over the world to celebrate ―Sinulog”, (a custom that  

arrived in Cebu in 1521 and introduced by Magellan). 

This picture is giving the reader a view of the joy, 

reverence and spirit in which the Filipino Community  

revere their catholic religious practices to important feast 

days.  They move along as they sway to the waves of 

―Sulog”, dance to the ―Sinulog‖ beat and pray all at the 

same time carrying candles and icons of the Infant Jesus of  

Prague. Check out the website:  for further information 

www.catholicfilipinoaustraliangoldcoast. 

Infant Saviour Community are known for celebrating Birthdays after the 7am Mass.  Pictured above are four people who have just past a milestone 

in their lives, and have been made to feel special on their day. From Left Terry Miners, Pat Dunlop, Joe De Bon and Trish Humphreys. 

join in the singing of the Christmas Carols. 
 

Joan (pictured) gave an introduction to the  

service for the ministers present.  Left of the photo is  

Rev Father Gregg from the Anglican Church Bur-

leigh, Rev Leo from the Uniting Church Burleigh, 

and Father Lucius Burleigh Parish.  Present but not 

in the photo was Father Stephen also of Burleigh 

Parish. 
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Despite short notice of the State 

Election, St Benedict‘s  

Community rallied around and 

had a very successful Election 

Day  Our members manned the 

sausage sizzle which was  

donated by Crasto Properties, 

with onions and sauces adding 

to the delightful taste. 

There was a large number of 

books to sell and at $1 each 

were quickly snapped up. 

People had donated so much to-

wards the raffle that there were 

seven prizes, undoubtedly the best 

on the Coast at $2 a ticket!  

Many people worked hard 

throughout the day, proving what 

a great community we have.  Our 

earnings of $1835 have been  

donated towards the Ossu Appeal 

for their school renovations, an 

extremely worthwhile cause. 

 

  

On Sunday 22nd February, adults on the journey to be full members 

of the Catholic Church through the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initia-

tion of Adults) attended the Rite of Election at St Stephens Cathe-

dral, Brisbane. In the Archdiocese, 110 adults were accepted as the  

―Elect‖.  In our own parish we have two, Alicia Neruncharakul and 

Ana Pacheco 
  

In addition, in Burleigh Parish, we have five adults baptised in other 

faith traditions that have elected to become full members of the  

Catholic faith as well. They are Helen Dickie, Sheree and Scott  

Reddacliff, Sheree Price and Gloria Cleary. Six adults including  

sponsors and catechists, made the journey to the Cathedral.   

Unfortunately work and other commitments prevented a full roll up 

from our Parish. 

Archbishop Mark Coleridge presided, and as always, his words were 

articulate, to the point, insightful, spoken especially to the Elect. 

The Cathedral was full of adults on a journey of faith.  His Grace is 

pictured below from left Helen Dickie, Sheree Price, Gloria and Bob 

Cleary and Josee Hill. 

  

St Benedict‘s Community 

hosted the Gold Coast Team 

for Marriage Spirituality 

with a special Mass for 

couples on Sunday February 

8th. 

This year Father Rafal 

Rucinski, Parish Priest of  

Nerang, and Spiritual  

Councillor for the Gold Coast 

Team, celebrated the Mass for 

some seventy people, who 

came from all parts of the 

Gold Coast. 

Couples registered in the 

WMD Book and recorded 

their years of marriage at the 

beginning of Mass.  After the 

homily, Father Rafal asked all 

those present if they wished to 

stand and face each other and 

in turn, repeat the vows they 

made on their wedding day. 

 At the end of Mass all 

were invited to gather again in 

twelve months time at the  

same venue, on the second Sunday in 

February 2016 

Afterwards, everyone stayed for lunch 

and generally had a good time meeting 

and chatting with Father Rafal, and like-

minded Christian couples. 

The World Marriage Day is supported 

by the Burleigh Parish and the South 

Coast Deanery. The history of World 

Marriage Day can be found on their  

website  

Father Rafal Rucinski now 

parish priest at Nerang Parish  

L-R Kristen and Kala and Alice working at the Election. 
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Like many of our Christian Pa-

rishioners, some get involved in 

the local community where they 

see a need to be of service.  Jon 

MacPhail (Calvary Community) 

stands with her packed boxes of 

Ostomy products bound for Port 

Morseby, PNG. Unused returned 

products are now able to be sent 

to 3rd World Countries.  Jon has 

a contact there where it is in 

great need. 

There are over 80 needy  

recipients to date and out of that 

number, 67 are children. They 

have no apparatus to wear so 

there little tummies are very 

ulcerated and burnt around the 

Stoma.  

Our Parish Social Justice 

Action Group was formed in 

2009 with Everyday  

Christian Living,  

Communication, Justice and 

Welfare as its mission. 

In 2012 it formed an alliance 

with St Teresinha‘s Parish in 

Ossu East Timor and, with 

Marist Solidarity, has under-

taken to raise considerable 

funds to repair the Ossu  

Parish Junior High School 

which is in very sad  

condition.  It is planned to 

replace the classroom roof, 

which leaks so badly that 

Jon‘s contact in New Guinea is 

an Ostomate herself with no 

training as a Doctor or Nurse, but 

has taken it upon herself to help 

her people. 

Help has come from contacting 

various avenues.  Jon, through 

generous friends, has had a 20ft. 

container donated to be set up as 

a clinic and supply depot in 

Korobosea, where the patients 

can be taught to look after them-

selves after surgery.   
  

This is a person who saw a need 

and has done something about 

it. 

Those who would like to help 

please contact Jon phone 

07 55359675. 

school has to be cancelled; 

build a new toilet block; 

and generally paint and 

repair the structure, thus 

enabling the students to 

learn and improve their 

lives.  Do look at your 

church for the Burleigh 

Heads Ossu Project Poster 

and the Marist Solidarity 

Donation Cards.  

While the SJAG is pleased 

with the funds already 

raised, there is still need for 

more  The SJAG is looking 

for some good ideas,  

enthusiasm and energy to 

assist the group with some 

successful fund raising for this 

year.  If you have ideas they 

can be sent on to the Group by 

emailing them at 

milsoms@outlook.com 

Remaining Meeting Dates for 

2015 are 8 June, 8 September 

and 8 December. 

 

Social Justice Group 
 Marymount Primary 

 

The Marymount Social Justice Group went to Guardian 

Angels Primary School for training by Caritas to incor-

porate into everyday life, ways to improve the social 

justice for our local community and beyond.  This 

group will work together to inform our school about 

social justice issues and to raise much needed money to 

help those in need. 

Willow and Isabella Year 6M 

L-R:- Tom and Jocelyn Bourke, Sue Milsom,  Rex Bransdon  and Bren Milsom 

mailto:milsoms@outlook.com
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Our Parish is blessed with three  

Conferences – St Benedict‘s, Ozanam 

Villa and Infant Saviour.  

St Benedict‘s Conference led by John 

Millsom at Mudgeeraba responds to 

those in need west of the M1. Oza-

nam Villa Conference members led 

by Errol Daranjo serve this Aged 

Care Centre. 

This facility provides a home for 167 

elderly residences and ensures, 

together with its dedicated staff, that 

they are well cared for and that those 

without family are regularly visited. 

Marymount Primary School rosters 

classes to attend a monthly Mass and 

provide friendly eager young faces that 

light up the day.  The conference  

organises the monthly Ozanam Villa 

Mass held on the 3rd Sunday each 

month at 9.15 am and celebrated by 

Father Stephen Gronow. 

An invitation is extended to all to join 

the Vincentians and residents and after-

wards enjoy their company with morn-

ing tea.  Infant Saviour Conference 

serves those in need in an area  

stretching west to the M1, south to  

Currumbin Creek and to Markeri Street 

in the North. 

There are 20 active Members and 7 

Associate Members who assist them by 

packing food parcels and providing 

administrative assistance.  People in 

need phone the St. Vincent de Paul 

Helpline (5561 4702) and details are 

faxed to us each weekday.  Members in 

pairs visit these people in their homes 

and provide emergency food parcels, 

information and assistance to suit par-

ticular needs.  During 2014, members 

made 825 visits to 1840  

people including 850 children.  The  

conference meets every 2nd and 4th 

Monday at 7pm.  We welcome new 

members. 

An annual Retreat Day for spiritual 

renewal as Vincentians, is held at Mari-

an Valley for members.  Regional Presi-

dent, Justin Moynihan (a parishioner) 

has suggested that this be extended to 

all members of the region.  We wel-

come this. 

A day is set aside each year when we 

invite retired Vincentians to reminisce 

and enjoy a cup of tea together. 

Our conference works closely with St 

Pauls Conference in Woodridge and 

the local lifesaving clubs to bring  

refugees to our Annual Refugee Picnic 

at Tallebudgerra Creek.  We welcome 

the refugees to our land and introduce 

them to the Aussie BBQ and our beach 

culture.  The lifesavers provide rides 

on their boards, jet skis and life boats 

and introduce them to beach safety. 

The young people quickly make 

friends and of course no one can resist 

the cute babies. 

Marymount can always be relied on to 

provide the equipment, beach toys, 

towels and bathers – remember many 

of these people have not been on or 

even seen a beach before.  Marymount 

Day is always a wonderful celebration 

for our parish community.  They never 

forget those less fortunate than them-

selves.  Last year, 84 baskets of food 

for our food parcels were collected.  

Our special thanks to all the staff,  

students, and of course, their parents 

who were again so generous. 

A special major work of the  

conference is the Migrant Advisory 

Service under the leadership of Peter 

Lee, a member and migration lawyer 

and chaired by Keith Furniss. 

Monthly Visa Advice services for the 

needy are held in Burleigh Heads, 

Southport, Logan and Spring Hill in 

Brisbane.  There has been a steady 

growth in numbers requiring assistance 

since its inception in 2011.  During 

2014, 152 clients from 46  

nationalities attended interviews. 

On Christmas Eve, Father Ken blessed 

the volunteers who distributed the 57 

hampers and toys in 2014. 

The Infant Saviour Community  

Vincentians reach out to those in need.  

We are able to do this because of your 

continued prayers and generosity. 

 

On behalf of all those in need 

whom we assist, THANK YOU 
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Pictured below: Students that attended Infant Saviour 7am Mass 

who have been blessed by Ashes and then, accepted the blessed 

Ashes at that Mass from Fr Ken Howell.  The Students transferred 

the Ashes to their School for the appropriate Liturgy with the 

wider School Community.During the liturgy, Year 12 Student 

Leaders applied ashes to the foreheads of their peers with the 

words, ―Turn away from sin and be faithful to the gospel.‖ 

 Lachlan— Cultural Captain year 12 reporter 

On Thursday 19th February, Mr Greg Casey 

(Principal), Mrs Diane Anderson (Acting APRE) and a group of 

year six students attended a wreath laying ceremony at Burleigh 

Heads. 

The laying of the wreath was an important time for myself and 

everyone there.  I felt very important to be part of it.  The statue 

was amazing.  I felt proud to be part of this very special celebration  

remembering those who had fought in World War I and sacrificed 

so much for us.      from Megan Year 6P 

A new year begins at Mary-

mount College, and with it 

brings new faces.  Catholic Life 

congratulates the new Captains 

and Vice-Captains (pictured 

with Fr Ken) on their privileged 

positions. 

Following are some of their 

reflections. 

Taya—(Captain) ―I am very 

humbled to have my involvement 

and school spirit recognised by 

not only my teachers but also my 

peers.  The fact that they have 

chosen to put their faith in me is 

a very rewarding feeling” 

Jack—(Captain) “I was so ex-

cited to be named a leader for 

2015. 

It was the challenges of leading a 

whole student body that will really 

motivate me to do the best job 

possible.  It is a huge  

responsibility, but I am definitely 

ready for the year ahead.” 

 

Lucy—Vice Captain. “In Grade 

8 I observed the senior leaders 

like a hawk, followed their exam-

ple and  took everything they said 

for holy word. Since then  leader-

ship has been my aim.  As such I 

can ensure that not only the young 

are inspired to do great things, 

but my peers who walk the same 

path each day.  I hope to be a 

guiding figure that students cane 

turn to if they need help. 

Nick– Vice Captain   

 

“Being service oriented since 

I started high school, helping 

charities, fund raising, public 

speaking etc., I can continue 

to be part of Marymount Col-

lege’s path of excellence as 

part of the team. 

Our school motto is  

“My God and My All.” 

 

I should like the  

community to see Mary-

mount College as the 

school whose student 

give their All in All areas 

and facets of school life. 

The Theme for the Opening Liturgy at Marymount prompted the girls in 

pink to organise– with their fellow 50 year 12 students, to deliver 600  

chocolate roses to 58 separate classrooms in a mere 15 minutes. 

With no roses available this year, a rapid solution was devised—chocolate 

roses to be delivered along with lollipops and cordial ice cups to be sold on 

the day.  The important part of this activity was not only the opportunity for 

students teachers alike to ―put a little love in your hearts” and send a gift to 

each other, but to support Project Compassion”. 

As well as funds raised, the Student Leadership team, fellow Year 12s and a 

few very supportive teachers, put in a tremendous amount of work, effort 

and time to make the day  

happen.  Even though this 

was a highlight for us, we  

can now focus on other up 

coming events in the 

community and, of course, 

our studies. 

 Taya School Captain 

Ash Wednesday Put a Little Love in your Heart 


