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I begin with a big ‘thank you’ from 

Fr Ken, Fr Lucius and myself, to 

all who were able to attend the Par-

ish Lunch on Sunday, 23 August, at 

the Burleigh Bowls Club. 

The idea of the Lunch emerged at the 

beginning of Lent this year with 

Archbishop Mark Coleridge’s  

address, in which he encouraged  

families to make the time to have a 

meal together, to talk to one another, 

and to pray together. A suggestion 

was made to Fr Ken and Fr Lucius 

that we could gather together the  

people of our five churches that make  

up our Parish of Burleigh Heads. 

Being the instigator of the idea, I was 

asked to set plans afoot to bring the 

idea to a reality.  My first step was to 

speak to some people from each of 

the five churches and a small  

organizing committee was estab-

lished to work out some key details, 

possible venue  

and satisfactory price, for example. 

At this stage I wish to thank those 

who contributed in this way. 

With that groundwork done, we 

proceeded to advertise the event in 

our five churches. Registration sheets 

were available whereby people could 

indicate their willingness to attend. 

When these registration sheets were 

returned on the weekend before the 

proposed date, I found myself with a 

real problem.  184 people indicated 

that they were coming, and yet the 

proposed venue would hold only 70. 

What to do? I sprang into action on 

Monday morning by phoning 3 new 

venues to find out whether they could 

accommodate our numbers.  

However, I went home on Monday 

evening thinking that I should talk to 

Fr Ken about postponing the Lunch 

until a large enough venue could be  

found. 

Tuesday morning brought some bet-

ter news.  On returning home that  

morning, I received a message from a 

parishioner who advised me to  

contact the Chef at the Burleigh 

Heads Bowls Club. My luck was in, 

and my prayers answered.  

It was not long before the venue, 

menu and cost were satisfactorily 

established, enabling the Parish 

Lunch to proceed to everyone’s  

delight. 

There has been a good deal of  

positive feedback from many of our 

parishioners, and the three priests 

would like to thank sincerely all  

attendees, and particularly the 

organizers.  

 

Fr Stephen Camiolo  
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Concern for our brothers and sisters who 

choose to let their catholic religion lapse 

is uppermost concern for the leaders of 

the church, our Parish Council.  

  

How do we go about it in our everyday 

ordinary lives? Where to begin!  

Our Parish Priest, Fr Ken, has requested 

we give serious thought to this issue.  

Quote from the Parish Newsletter in early 

June this year:- 

 “We never give up praying for 

them that they may again find their place 

with us at the table of God’s Word and 

the table of the Eucharist.  The longing 

in our hearts that they might again re-

connect is similar to God’s desire for all 

of us to grow in the knowledge and love 

of God.”  

A story located in the online version of 

the Catholic Weekly—a person finding 

their faith again:- 

“I was born into a strict Italian Catholic 

family. I guess you could say that as a 

child my faith was relatively solid. I  

attended Mass with my family, was taught 

to pray and never failed at my nightly Our 

Father and Hail Mary.  

 

However, somewhere along the way my 

faith waned and, as I grew, I strayed from 

its practice. I became a rebellious teenag-

er and developed a fascination with things 

that were not from God. Attending Mass 

became a laughable notion and, of 

course, prayer became redundant except, 

of course, when I had a selfish need.  

 

I was definitely lost to my faith and even 

recall, shamefully, that when asked what 

religion I was I would reply: “I was 

raised Catholic but I don’t really believe 

in what Catholicism teaches.”  

 

I had, in fact, created my own version of 

God and he was one that turned a blind 

eye to my sinfulness, one that did not re-

quire that I be accountable to any kind of 

higher moral standards or command-

ments.  Without realising it I had  

abandoned Catholicism altogether and  

 

become, in many ways, agnostic.  I  

continued this way well into my 20s, only 

attending church at Easter and  

Christmas to appease my family.  

It was not until after I married and had 

my first child that the question of my 

faith came to the forefront of my mind.  

Becoming a mother was the catalyst for 

re-examining my conscience and beliefs 

as I wondered what kind of values I 

wanted passed on to my son.  I watched 

curiously as my aunts, grandmother and 

mother held him and prayed. I began to 

realise that he truly was a blessing in my 

life not bestowed on me by the ‘universe’ 

but by God. 

 

One evening before his second birthday I 

had a dream that would change every-

thing. I dreamt I was sitting on my bed 

when a knock came at my door. I  

answered and there, before me, stood an 

image of Jesus.  The image had piercing 

eyes that looked straight into my soul and 

I woke immediately, frightened and 

shocked as I had never before dreamt of 

Jesus. 

 

I told my husband about the dream and 

then forgot about it. A few weeks later on 

Good Friday I attended Mass at St Brig-

id’s, Marrickville, as I did every year. 

 

This night was different. I experienced 

what could be called a ‘push of grace’ 

and I received the sacrament of  

reconciliation for the first time in 14 

years.  I was in the confessional a long 

time and the kindness and spiritual  

counsel shown to me by the priest is 

something I will never forget. 

 

Upon finishing my confession I began to 

feel a great burden was lifted and I  

started to cry. I didn’t know exactly why 

but I felt healing in those tears and it 

seemed a floodgate was opened. 

 

Once I regained my composure I found 

my family and we proceeded to leave.  At 

the last minute I stopped to pick up some 

bulletins to read over at home, having 

decided to attend Mass more regularly.  

 

Going home I said nothing of what I had  

experienced in the confessional.   

Arriving home I proceeded to place one 

of the notices on my fridge.  

 

The sight changed my life forever.  The 

notice had an image of Our Lord exactly 

the same as my dream.  I froze, staring at 

this beautiful picture, unable to  

articulate any words. It was an advertise-

ment for an upcoming healing Mass and 

I knew I had to go. 

 

I didn’t know much about Catholicism at 

that time.  I was still an infant in my 

faith. I knew I wasn’t sick but God knew 

my healing was not from the physical but 

the spiritual. 

I attended my first healing Mass in May 

2002.  I experienced so much healing; 

I’ve had so many more dreams of our 

Lord and felt His presence in my life in 

such a real way.  God ignited such strong 

love in my heart and I realise that faith is 

a gift.  It’s not something that can be 

acquired by trying with all your might, 

but if we look for Him, He certainly  

allows Himself to be found.  

 

I am not a saint and my faith is  

imperfect, I’m still learning to walk, so to 

speak, but I cherish my faith and I am so 

grateful that Jesus fulfilled His promise 

to search for the lost sheep.  

 

It’s true that Catholicism is not  

necessary for salvation; God can reach 

us wherever we are and His power is not 

limited by religion, but I believe it is 

through Catholicism, with all its  

beautiful sacraments and devotions that 

we can gain the most from heaven.  

  

Name of writer withheld—ed. 

     

 

As pastoral councillors of our Burleigh 

Parish we are challenged to exercise our 

baptismal calling to participate in 

Christ’s mission.  We are called to  

identify needs and establish structures to 

meet those needs. 

 

from Josee HIll 



 3 www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au       

We leave our surface self behind  

temporarily to become aware we are 

much more than that. 

The physical health benefits of a  

meditation practice are constantly  

publicised and acknowledged.  In  

addition to the physical benefits of  

meditation, meditators in the Christian 

tradition of meditation will come to  

enjoy the spiritual benefits or fruits of 

this tradition.  These fruits can be  

described, using St Paul’s words 

 (Gal 5:22), as – “love, joy, peace,  

patience, kindness, fidelity, gentleness 

and self-control.”  

Meditation is a journey and meditating 

in a group provides support on that  

journey.  A meditation group helps to 

lead us into the deeper meaning of  

meditation and to discover a sense of  

connectedness and community. 

WCCM meditation groups meet in 

churches, homes, schools, hospitals, 

universities, prisons and work places.   

Queensland Catholic schools in  

Townsville have developed a training 

initiative to introduce meditation into the 

classroom. It has been so successful that 

is now being used throughout Australia 

and overseas. Children take to  

meditation naturally. 

The Infant Saviour Meditation 

group has been in existence for 

more than 17 years and has met 

regularly from 6.00 to 7.00 pm eve-

ry Thursday evening in different 

venues throughout this time.  

The meditation group has met in the 

old Parish School in Park Street, the 

crèche in Marymount Primary school, 

Miami Church, Ozanam Villa Chapel 

and the Parish Administration garage 

at Sunlight Drive - lots of venues and 

a testament to a real sense of belong-

ing and community. 

The group now meets every Thursday 

in the meeting room at Infant Saviour 

where up to 15 people gather each 

week.  This meditation group is part 

of the World Community for Christian 

Mediation founded in 1991 which is 

now present in over 100 countries and 

over 140 groups meet weekly through-

out Queensland. 

Christian meditation can be described 

as a form of silent prayer where we 

are in God’s presence.  It has been 

described as a prayer where we don’t 

ask for what we want from God but 

where we silently listen to God and 

allow God to work within us, heal us 

and guide us. 

A meditation group is an ideal way to be  

introduced to meditation and to support 

your own daily practice.  Each group has 

its own personality but follows a simple 

common structure: 

A brief 10/15 minute listening to a  

teaching on meditation to remind 

us of the simplicity of the practice 

A silent meditation period of 20/ 25  

minutes. 

A time of sharing 

“Be still and know that I am there” 

  Paul Gilroy – Group Leader 

Father's Day 

Prayer  

God our Father,  

in your wisdom and love 

you made all things.  

Bless these men, that they may be 

strengthened as Christian fathers.  

Let the example of their faith and love 

shine forth.  Grant that we, their sons and 

daughters, may honour them always  

with a spirit of profound respect. 

 

Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen 
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Once again a great day was had by all the com-

munity at St Benedict’s.  A sausage sizzle, a 

slab of chocolate cake and a cuppa– how better 

to celebrate than that?  The children enjoyed 

their games and the bags of lollies and  

chocolate bars given to them.   Many people 

stayed and the chatter reached a very happy 

noise level. 

At the 7am Mass at Infant Saviour on August 23rd Brian was 

welcomed into the church.  He is seen here with his family 

and David Wilson who is a big part of the team that is loyal 

to the R.C.I.A and the children’s Sacramental programme. 

Congratulations on 60 years of marriage to Beryl and Brian 

Hudson.  Both are regulars at the 7am Mass at Infant  

Saviour where Beryl is a Minister of the Eucharist and a 

Reader of the Word.  Brian uses God’s gift to him, his 

voice, to enhance the sound of the hymns. 

Pictured beside them is John Morgan who celebrated his 

birthday with a cake, which he shared with those who 

stayed behind for a cuppa. 

Out and about the Parish 

 

Maureen and Claude Hayson 

regulars at St Benedict’s 

Church at Mudgeeraba were 

smart in fancy dress 

costumes to celebrate and 

dance the night away at a 

60th Birthday party at the  

Wallaby Hotel Mudgeeraba 

recently. 

from Denise Dunn 

Pictured below from left is Keith Richards, Fr. Steven Gronow 

and Kevin and Joan Hickey, taken in the Ozanam Villa Chapel 

after Mass.  During the Mass Fr Steven gave Kevin and Joan a 

special blessing on their 64th Wedding Anniversary. 

Congratulations on such a long and happy marriage. 

After having spent a very busy year 

with our 50th Anniversary last year, we 

have now settled back into the routine 

of Parish Life. 

 Due to the demographics encom-

passing our Parish, we are a mostly age-

ing congregation, so it has been heart-

warming this year to experience a burst of 

new life. 

A number of young couples who 

were married in our Church are now 

returning with their new born babies 

to be baptised.  It has been a bumper 

two months with three baptisms in 

July (all within four weeks) and  

another three already booked – and 

we hope more keep coming. 

We also had three new entrants into 

the Parish Sacramental programme 

this year and we warmly welcome 

them to our Parish. 
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The Feast of Mary Mackillop Mass at St. Stephens  

Cathedral on the 8th August was led in song by a 100 

strong Combined Catholic Schools Choir.  Eight Year 9 

girls from Marymount College travelled to Brisbane to be 

part of the choir.  They are seen here photographed with 

the conductor and organiser Mr Anthony Young. 

Back row L to R Mr. Anthony Young from St Laurences  

College, Ally Brosnan, Ashleigh Loader, Aliah 

 Whitesides, Amy Thompson, Emily Gorman, Maggie  

Reynolds, and Ms. Jodie Young (a teacher from 

 Marymount College) who with the children sang the 

Psalm of the day 

Front row L to R Chloe Behrens, Aimee Maunder. 

St Benedict’s was the host church for the Sacrament of  

Confirmation for 2015.  Ninety-six children from the Burleigh  

Parish were confirmed by Bishop Joseph Oudeman, with Fr Ken, 

Fr Lucius, and Fr Stephen assisting. 

The lead up to this great day in the children’s lives began with  

Enrolment Day at their various Mass centres. Apart from this, much 

work is done in the workshops by the behind the scenes Confirmation 

Group. 

As in all Mass centres, pictured below is a group for Enrolment Day.  

They answered Fr Stephen’s questions in good voice and handed him 

their cards to be placed on the noticeboard.  The congregation signed 

their cards and promised to pray for them in the weeks leading up to 

Confirmation.  This 

was also encouraged at 

each Mass  

centre. 

August 6th was a  

special night for all  

96 children for  

Confirmation.  Such a 

large number meant 

two groups were 

necessary, first 

group at 5.30 

and the second 

group at 7.30. 

Both groups 

were anointed 

and confirmed 

in their turn.  

Some of the 

children from 

each group 

read the  

readings and the prayers . 

There was a celebration cake for each group.  The whole cohort  

worked very hard and, thanks to a successful practice session every-

thing ran smoothly.  Special thanks to St Benedict’s community who 

arranged the photography, dinner, 

parking attendants, organist, choir 

and the presentation of the church. 

Over the weekend each child made 

their First Eucharist in their own 

community with their families and 

friends proudly watching them.  As always, they went to Eucharist 

ahead of the congregation and each centre had a special morning tea 

and, yet again, another cake! 

Hours of practice was rewarded when the Roc Band 

from Marymount College received a Gold Award for 

their performance at the 25th Annual Queensland 

Catholic Schools and Colleges Music Festival which 

was held from 13-16 August 2015 at Villanova College,  

Coorparoo. 
   

The performers pictured below played two numbers “I 

Feel Good” and “Respect”, both of which were  

introduced and sung by Arissa Atanyakui, who  

received a special commendation for her professional 

renditions.  The College Jazz Band also received a 

Gold Award, whilst their Concert Band received a 

Bronze Award. 

NEW LOOK WEBSITE 
www.burleighheadscahtolic.com.au 

Recently updated! - plus 

 

Check out the links! 

and 
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On a sad note, Palm Beach farewelled 

Peter Lynsky, who passed away on the 8th 

July.  Peter had spent an enormous amount 

of time at Marymount School and was 

loved by both staff and pupils.  He also 

made a huge difference to Our Lady of the 

Way – offering his services as Eucharistic 

Minister, Sacristan and Reader at our  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“He who fails to honour the past will forfeit the 

future.  The past remains forever a living part of 

our present because it has formed us”. 

Beautiful strong words from Lea Dunlea’s 

preface of the Burleigh Heads Catholic  

Parish Celebrating 50 Year Book(2006). Lea 

was the writer and editor of this amazing 

presentation.  Through her love of research, 

of history, and especially her great love of 

her Catholic faith, Lea was able to  

communicate and share with everyone, the 

wonderful first 50 years of our Parish 

We now honour Lea for her past as she  

continues to be a living part of our present 

and our future, especially within the St 

 Benedict’s community.  Lea entered the 

Eternal Kingdom of God on 14 June 2015. 

Lea was a great communicator on many  

levels, who served on many, many  

committees and groups in our Parish over a 

long period.  Lea was easy to listen to and 

talk with.  Her way with words was  

interesting and exciting yet simple and easy 

to understand.  Lea would go out of her way 

to say hello and make you feel comfortable 

and important.  

Her contribution to the Communication  

Action Group’s Catholic Life Magazine was 

enormous.  Lea was also committed to her St 

Benedict’s community who she served with 

great dedication.  Lea’s Lay Led Liturgies 

were truly memorable for her poise, quietly 

spoken sincerity and prayerful demeanour.  

Her knowledge, and desire for more  

knowledge, was truly amazing and she shared 

it all, with each of us.  Lea was a practical 

Lady who got in and got the job done, in a 

most elegant and special way. 

A Wife and Mother, Grandmother and Great 

Grandmother, a teacher, a mentor, a 

supporter and role model, but most of all, Lea 

was everyone’s special friend.  St. Benedict’s 

community will never forget Lea.  We were 

truly blessed to have her in our community. 

 

Rest In Peace dear Lea -  

14 June 2015. 

services.  Peter also spent around 10 

years on the Palm Beach Pastoral 

Council and was responsible every 

year for the wonderful prayer or 

verse he wrote to be put on our 

 traditional Mothers’ Day Cards.  

This tradition will continue in the 

future.   

He was an amazingly talented man 

and even in his final days his last  

instructions with regard to his ser-

vice were – “Make it Happy” – a big 

ask for such a sad occasion.  He will 

be sadly missed but we will  

remember and treasure the time we 

spent with him.  Rest in Peace Peter 

– you are remembered with much 

love and fun. 

 

“The Armed Man” was premiered 

at the Royal Albert Hall, London, on 

25 April 2000: subtitled “A Mass for 

Peace” it is composed by Welsh  

composer, Sir Karl Jenkins (pictured). 

 

On Sunday 30 August, three  

parishioners from Burleigh were  

fortunate to attend a hauntingly 

memorable performance of this  

masterpiece, which was conducted 

by Paul Holley at the Gehrmann 

Theatre, Brisbane Girls Grammar 

School.  It was an extraordinary ex-

perience to see and hear some 80 

singers, who are known as the  

Birralee Resonance, perform  “The 

Armed Man” accompanied by an 

orchestra of mainly strings,  

augmented by 2 trumpets, 

 percussion, keyboard, and most 

significantly, by a piccolo. 

 In addition to extracts from 

the Ordinary of the Mass, the text 

incorporates words from other  

religious and historical sources,  

including the Bible (e.g. the 

‘Psalms’ and ‘Revelation’).  

 Writers whose words appear in the 

work include Rudyard Kipling and 

Alfred Lord Tennyson. 

Through the voices of the choir, 

enhanced by the orchestra, the  

audience experience the growing 

menace of a descent into war,  

interspersed with moments of  

reflection, showing the horrors that 

war brings, and ending with the 

hope for peace in a new  

millennium. 

 Above:  Resonance of Birralee Choir 
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In June, Sue and Bren Milsom 

from our Burleigh Heads Social 

Justice Action Group, returned 

to East Timor to support the  

relationship of friendship, prayer 

and solidarity between Burleigh 

Heads and Ossu parishes. On this 

visit Sue spent 6 days teaching 

English at St Teresinha’s to the 

senior students at the Canossian 

College.  

Parish Priest, Father Evaristo  

welcomed them back and had them 

meet with teachers to compile a list 

of their most needed resources, that 

could be sent in a container from 

Brisbane. It was also pleasing to 

see that temporary repairs to the 

school roof had been made with 

some funds that had already been 

raised from craft sales at the Youth 

Masses.  These repairs have al-

lowed the classrooms to continue to 

be used until the major renovation 

is achieved.  Further funds from the 

craft workshops and Parish were 

also presented.  This will help with  

repairs to the building to be used as 

temporary accommodation, while 

the school building project is  

carried out.  

Many Burleigh Heads parishioners 

have generously contributed to the 

Ossu Junior High School building 

project, which to date has raised 

$24,000 and a further $1,500 has 

been presented to the fund in  

August, raised by Marymount  

Primary ‘Minnie Vinnies’.  Initially 

the project was just to re-roof the 

school building, but once it was 

assessed by an engineer, it was 

clear that a more substantial repair 

to its structure is required, before it 

can support a new roof.  Plans have 

been drawn up for full rehabilita-

tion of the building, including new 

staff and student toilets. 

It was obvious that the funds that 

Burleigh Heads Parish could raise,  

would not be sufficient to cover the 

cost of this extensive building project, 

so the Parish has entered into a  

partnership with Australian Marist  

Solidarity (AMS), to raise the full 

funds required for the repair and re-

build of St Teresinha’s Junior High 

School.  AMS is seeking funds from 

European church donors and it is 

hoped that the bulk of the funds need-

ed will be available soon and building 

can get underway in 2016. 

Burleigh Heads Parish is committed 

to raising at least $30,000, so it is 

really important that the donation 

cards, at the back of each of our  

parish churches, continue to be taken.  

We rely on the continued generosity 

of parishioners making a donation, to 

achieve our Parish target for Ossu.   

While awaiting the building project, 

the Group have decided to move for-

ward with another project, to send 

resources to the Parish schools. 

Burleigh Heads Rotary Club, the 

Marymount Interact Club, and the 

Social Justice Group, will pack and 

ship a container of desks, chairs, 

computers, and many other items on 

the wish list.  This was compiled by 

the teachers of the Parish high school 

and primary school and the Parish of 

Ossu.  The container will go in  

November. 

To raise the funds for this there will be 

a screening of the film “Beatriz’s 

War” (see poster) on Friday October 9 

at 7:00pm, Saturday October 10 at 

1:30pm and 7:00pm at the Theatrette 

Pictured are Sue and Bren being welcomed back to 

Ossu and presenting the funds towards the refurbish-

ment of the buildings given through donations by  

Burleigh Heads Parish. 
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Gold Coast Eisteddfod in August saw the 

College dancers dominate and take out first 

place in 3 sections of the High School Groups. 

The Combined Marymount Primary and High 

Schools team won an exciting street tap routine. 

Year 9 Hip Hop Crew presented a power-packed 

routine which saw them named the best Junior 

Hip Hop from both Gold Coast and Brisbane.  

After this excitement, Years’ 8 and 9 dancers 

from the Senior Extension Dance Team  

presented a slick jazz dance, to place first over 

20 other routines in the mixed-style categories. 

 

Congratulations to you all from the Parish. 

 

Congratulations to the Year Eight and Nine students for their excellent displays 

of Science Research.  Thanks must go to the Senior Science Students for provid-

ing intriguing and, at times, spectacular science phenomenon in the practical 

demonstrations in the Science labs.  At times it felt that the students were enjoy-

ing a social night out as they happily, and yes, proudly moved between the Doyle 

Centre and the Science Labs.  The many parents who attended also enjoyed the 

night, the well-paced presentations and timely finish to a celebration of the won-

ders of Science.  We trust that most of these students continue to study Science 

here at the College and beyond. 

 

 

Congratulations goes to Romy Keogh and 

Kayla Erwin after wining a place in the 

Queensland State Finals of the Australia 

Brain Bee Challenge (ABBA) at the 

Queensland Brain Institute (QBI) at the 

University of Queensland (UQ) 

They competed against 1100 teenagers from 

65 Queensland schools in a multiple-choice  

neuroscience quiz, to be in the top 170. 

 

As a result, Roma and Kayla travelled to QBI 

in July for the state finals, where they took 

part in a brain teasing challenge and neurosci-

ence quiz to test their knowledge of the brain 

and how it works.  As well they were given an 

exclusive tour of the world-class facilities at 

QBI and got to meet with renowned scientific 

researchers at the institute.  

 

  

Fieldwork study of rocks, shores and coastal dunes was conducted on the 

beach at Burleigh Heads this month. 

Staff from the Griffith University Coastal Management team worked along side 

the Year 10 Geography students, gathering data.  An array of marine life was 

found like sea cucumber, sand crabs, molluscs, periwinkle and juvenile fish. 

Surprisingly, over 62,000 marine species have been recorded in the area. 

The excursion was a valuable opportunity for the students to collect primary data 

and see first hand  

the forces of nature  

that impact on  

coastal landscapes. 

Congratulations go 

to Year 10 for their 

enthusiasm, engage 

ment and display of 

excellent manners. 


