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From Fr Ken Howell
It is not very often that an
Apostolic Nuncio comes to a
Parish to lay a foundation
stone of a new church.
Their role demands many “high
level” representations on behalf of
the Holy Father, so Parish events
don’t normally sit within those
happenings! Yet, to fulfil his role
effectively, a Nuncio is wise to
engage in the life of the local
Church as much as possible so that
his mission is shared across the
length and breadth of Church life.
I am sure that Archbishop Yllana
accepted our invitation with the
thought that he would experience
not just an important occasion for
Burleigh Heads Parish, but also a
valuable opportunity to gain insights into the life of a very large
Parish. I enjoyed the opportunity of
driving him around the Gold Coast
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on the afternoon before our ceremony.
He was quite amazed by the size and beauty of
the Coast. I am sure he was equally delighted
on Sunday when over 900 people gathered to
witness the laying of the foundation stone of
Mary, Mother of Mercy Church and pastoral
centre.
What a great celebration of faith it was and a
day to remember; especially for our
Parish as it celebrates 60 years in 2016.
Thank you to everyone for helping to make
the day such a success as we look to our future.
Now we move full speed ahead towards the
completion of the church – hopefully in
November.

More than 1000 parishioners of the
Churches of the South Coast Deanery
gathered at the Sacred Heart Church for
the inaugural solemn event that marked
the Extraordinary Year of Mercy on the
Gold Coast.
Fortunately it was a balmy night, so the
overflow crowd could participate through
the windows and the screens placed around
the Church. The principal celebrant was
Archbishop Mark Coleridge, assisted by the
Dean and clergy of the Deanery. Before
Mass began, there was a formal
ceremony to open and process through the
Door of the Church, blessed and dedicated
as the Door of Mercy.
The significance of the Door is ancient. It is
a conduit for those coming in. These are, as
the Archbishop indicated in his solemn
blessing, “observing the age-old disciplines
along their pilgrim journey “ It is
anticipated, during this year, that groups of
parishioners will make pilgrimages to
Sacred Heart Church and, having entered
through the Door, participated in the Mass,
and celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation, will receive a plenary indulgence for all
their sins. The Jubilee Door was once only
established in Rome at St Peter’s, to mark
the solemnity and rarity of Years of Jubilee.
But the Universal Church has now taken this
great privilege to its most far-flung parts.
For the Jewish people, the Door or the Gate
of the City was and still is very significant.
It was on the doors of the Jewish inhabitants
in Egypt that they were told by God through
Moses to place a sign, the blood of the
Passover lamb. In Egypt, this symbol spared
them from the wrath of God as he struck
down the other inhabitants (Exodus 11 1213). Devout Jews still place a Mezuzah on
their doors to indicate their relationship to
God as His people.

Jesus referred to the symbol of the Door or the
Gate in his parable of the rich man who,
burdened by his wealth, could not enter the gate
of salvation, “like a camel who could not enter
the eye of the needle”.
The needle was a synonym for the narrow gate
that was left open when the main gates to the
city were closed. These could only take one
person at a time. Justice and mercy were seen to
run together, so at the gate justice was delivered.
“But let justice roll down like waters and mercy
like a never ending stream” (Amos 5.24). Disputes were settled and complaints heard there.
This symbolism is preserved in the structure of
the Supreme Court of Israel in Jerusalem, where
the entrance to every courtroom is fashioned as a
gate.
The other function of a Door is egress: the going
out of God’s mercy to the world. This is a
particular calling to the people of God, that is to
us. In the Prayer of Pope Francis for the Jubilee,
he reminds us of this. ‘Let us hear, as if
addressed to each one of us, the words you
spoke to the Samaritan woman, “If you knew
the gift of God!”
At the Door, Archbishop Coleridge prayed that
we should, as a Church, “make known and active in the world the mystery of your love”. The
Dean, Father Tim Harris, read from the Papal
Bull inaugurating the Year of Mercy: “Mercy:
the fundamental law that dwells in the heart of
every person who looks sincerely into the eyes
of his brothers and sisters on the path of life”.
In his homily, Archbishop Coleridge reinforced
this message. Tinged with his customary
humour, he translated the symbolism of the
occasion into the practical message of love and
joy and mission for each person there. “Be
merciful as your Heavenly Father is merciful”.
This deeply moving ceremony was made more
so by the leadership of the Archbishop and the
clergy, the devotion of the assembly, and was
uplifted by the beautiful music and singing of the
choir.

Carmel Meldon has been playing the
organ at Our Lady of the Way
Church at Palm Beach for more
than 50 years.
During this lengthy sojourn, Carmel
has had many and varied organs (she
thinks about 8 in all) – but they all had
one common feature – they were all
second hand!
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Carmel relates an earlier event when
she was playing the current organ at
Mass just prior to Easter when it
stopped dead – right in the middle of
the service Father Doyle was the
Priest at this particular Mass and he

announced to the parishioners – “Well Palm
Beach, you had better pray really hard now
or there won’t be any music at the Easter
services”. Well, Palm Beach parishioners
must have prayed extremely hard because
the organ resurrected itself and there was
music at Easter.
Alas, the organ did finally die. We can only
imagine how ecstatic Carmel is now with the
purchase of a brand new Roland Digital
Piano. In her own words she says she is still
“getting used to it” and can’t wait to test its
many and varied features.
Everyone thanks you Carmel for your
many years of dedicated service.

Beth and Jim Finnan,celebrated
with family, Beth’s recent 80th
birthday.

Beth has always displayed qualities
of friendliness and kindness to the
children.

A Much Loved Couple.

Beth and Jim first participated in
Burleigh Parish activities,
from 1976 to 1982. During that
time they had four of their five
children attending school at
Marymount. In 1982 they moved
away, however they returned in
1994, and as retirees, resumed their
Parish activities.

So many of us know Jim, with his
smiling face and boundless energy.
For over 20 years he has been a
member of the Infant Saviour
Conference, St Vincent de Paul. Jim
has a special reason in looking forward to the building of our new
church. Being in charge of the Piety
shop at the Doyle Centre, Jim and
his assistant, Joan Pocock, need
plenty of energy to set up the shop
before the Sunday 10 am Mass, and
then to dismantle the shop before
they go home. In addition Jim
carries out many Sacristan duties,
including supervision of the altar
servers, organisation of the first and
second collections, as well as being a
Eucharistic minister, and taking
communion to the sick.
Thank you Beth and Jim

So many children who grew up in
our Parish have fond memories of
participating in our Sacramental
Program in which Beth was involved, eventually being the
co-ordinator. In addition, on
Fridays Beth has devoted her time
giving religious instruction to the
Primary school children who
attend the Caningeraba State School
at Burleigh Waters.

Sixty people from all
denominations gathered for
the annual World Day of
Prayer, a worldwide movement of Christian women of
all traditions. They come
together each year on the
first Friday of March to
observe a common day of
prayer to which all people
are welcome. This year we
prayed for women and
children and all the people
of Cuba. In many countries
they have a continuing
relationship under the
mottos “informed prayer,
prayerful action”.
World Day of Prayer
focuses attention on one
country each year. The
Christian women of that
country have written a one
hour prayer service for all to
share. They reflect on their
country, their lives and
challenges and we join them
to celebrate both our unity
in Christ and our diversity
in culture.

More than three million
people in over 170 countries
join in a service and
contribute to a project for that
country.
The symbol of the cross was
developed by the women of
Ireland and adopted as the
international logo in 1982. Its
design is made up of arrows
converging from the four
points of the compass, persons
kneeling in prayer, the Celtic
cross, and the circle representing the world and our unity
through all our diversity.
This year the Catholic Women's League with Fr Stephen
Camiolo hosted the service.
CWL member Mrs. Trish
Henry led the service with
ladies from other churches
taking part in the liturgy. The
leader opened with “We are gathered today to
pray in words chosen by Cuban women for this service.
They reflect Mark 9:32

Representing other churches who attended and took part in the service:
Dorothy Nielsen (Anglican), Denise Brown (Uniting Church), Lynette
Frieberg (Lutheran) and Nan Martin (Anglican)

“Anyone who welcomes a child in
my name welcomes me.”
Fr Stephen Camiolo gave the homily, where his focus was highlighting the situation of the women of
Cuba saying: “despite the fact that
women make up 46% of the
public sector and 68% of the
technical and professional labor
force, the abilities of women are
still not recognized for key
positions in economy, politics and
religion.”

It was pleasing to have in the
congregation teachers and Acting
APRE Maree Wright, and the
children from the Social
Justice Crew in year 6 from our
Parish School Marymount
Primary.
After the service, morning tea was
provided and offered a good time
for social interaction with
members of other denominations/
faiths/churches, and the children
from the school.
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Out and about the Parish
aspects of Christian married life,
reflecting that even though marriage is
an amazing adventure, it comes with
its up and downs. As Christian couples they have the advantage of having a third person, God in their lives,
and so Divine life becomes part of the
married life. He said that it was important the married coupes give witness to the world. Fr Tim invited all
married couples present to renew their
marriage vows.
Sunday 14th February, which happened to be the
first Sunday in Lent, was also St Valentine’s Day
and the day designated as World Marriage Day, in
our Archdiocese. In the South Coast Deanery the
day has been celebrated with a special Mass at
11:00am and hosted by St Benedict’s Mudgeeraba
for the past 6 years. All couples attending
registered their names and the number of years
married in the World Marriage Day registry, which
was placed before the altar with the Marriage candle for the duration of the Mass.
Dean Father Tim Harris celebrated the Mass. His
homily to the 100 who attended was focused on the

At the conclusion of the Mass there
was much meeting, greeting and chatting over a shared lunch on the
verandah.
The Mass was hosted by the parish of
Burleigh Heads, the St Benedict’s
Community and the Gold Coast Team
for Married Spirituality. END
(Equipes Notre Dame) Fr Rafal Rucinski (Spiritual Counsellor for GC1
Team) joined the gathering for lunch.
Deacon Gary Stone and his wife
Lynne also attended.

Thank you
wonderful
people of Burleigh Heads
for being my
family here in
Australia and
standing very
closely by my
side during
these memorable first
three years of
working with and for you.
As I now sail towards the north to
continue my pastoral ministry with the
people of St. Patrick’s Parish Gympie, I
ask that you continue praying for me and
my family in Nigeria, as I also keep you in
my thoughts and prayers. Do not forget
that Burleigh parish is my first
appointment as a priest and you people
mean everything to me. I am proud of you
and will always be.
Finally, as St. Paul would say, may the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ the love
of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all

Fr Lucius Edomobi.

On December 7th at Infant Saviour Church a Mass
was celebrated for the life of Fr Lucuis
Edomobi’s mother Lady Angelina Edomobi, who unexpectedly passed away in his country of Nigeria.
Priests came from all parts of the South Deanery in
support and to participate in the Liturgy with Fr Lucius.
The Liturgy was highlighted by a hymn sung in his
native
language.
Father Lucuis was granted leave to travel home and
be with his family in their period of mourning.
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Once again, Our Lady of the Way Palm
Beach has farewelled another long-time
member of our Parish - Margaret Anning –
on 6th February.
Margaret moved from Brisbane around
1987 after her husband passed away and
chose Our Lady of the Way as her worship
centre. She joined the CWL in their never
ending works and was also a great
benefactor to that organisation both
physically and financially.
She has been described as “a gracious
Lady” by one of her dear friends. She will
be sorely missed in this Parish but a great
addition in Heaven.
www.burleighheadscatholic.com.

RCIA groups from the
Diocese were present at St Stephen’s Cathedral for the Rite of
Election of
Catechumens held on the First
Sunday of Lent yearly.
Groups from the South Coast
Deanery travelled from the
Sacred Heart Church, Clear
Island Waters, to be part of the 85
Catechumens presented at the
3pm Liturgy, and welcomed at the
introduction address given by
Archbishop Mark Coleridge.
Godparents, sponsors, family and
friends, Parish clergy,
Pastoral staff and RCIA Team
members made up the
congregation that assembled The
Liturgy serves as a public statement of the Catechumens
readiness for the Sacraments of
Initiation and the church’s
acceptance of their intention to
follow the way of Christ.
The Journey through Lent brings
the Elect to the Easter Vigil, held
last weekend at St Benedict’s
Mudgeeraba, when they were
fully welcomed into the Catholic
Church.
A Catechumen and a Candidate
share their stories
Reflections of Nicole G
(Catechumen
Baptized/Confirmed)
If you had of asked me a year
and a half ago if I was interested
in a realationship with God I
would have said " your crazy".
A realationship with God was
something I didn't feel I needed
nor cared about having. It
wasn't because I didn't believe in
God or what he stands for, but
because my life was going along
fine and I thought:-"what would
a realationship with God possibly have to offer me? or give me
that I didn't already have?” It
wasn't until about 9 months ago
after the birth of my second
daughter and the life struggles
that come with having two children that my life wasn't as fine
as it always had been. I have a
close friend who has the love
and support of her faith family
who would tell me about her
own struggles and how no
matter what she was going
through she knew that God was
there to help her through it.
This concept of putting your
faith in God when things weren't
going right was very new to me.
I had grown up in a very loving
family with good morals and
values, but the belief of God or
the influence of religion was not

in our home.
After having many discussions
with my friend regarding the
bible and how the Lord could
also help me get through
tough situations if I put my
faith in him, I decided to begin
my own faith journey and join
the RCIA. I have found the
experience very uplifting and
rewarding in ways I didn't
expect I would. I have been
taught ways to help me to
have a more fulfilling relationship with God through prayer
and a better understanding of
the church and role it plays in
the world. I have made many
new friends at my Wednesday
night meetings and at Mass
and have been warmly welcomed into the faith community.
By opening up my heart to the
Lord and putting my faith in
him it has helped me to overcome situations I am confronted with or approach them in a
different way.
God has become such a positive beacon of light in my life
and will help me to raise my
daughters with the positive
values and morals that God
has set for us in our lives.

Nicole B. (Candidate already
Baptized, Confirmed and received in
the Catholic Church)
"I was reluctant to write this as I
haven't felt my words could do this
justice. How does one explain their
own faith, something that even I cannot even measure or see. A great
mystery that I have been unpacking
since I was little, no sooner do I think
I have a grasp on it and it is pushed to
the side again amongst the busy-ness
of life and circumstance. Then it
appears again, unexpectedly, calling
me back again.
For me initially, the decision to convert from my Anglicanism has come
with trepidation and a sense that I
was quite obviously turning away
from the religion into which I was
baptised. It was my mum who
initially raised this possibility with
me when I married my Catholic
husband (and gave me her blessing),
if ever I was to choose to go down
this path. At that stage, I rebuked the
possibility of converting and pushed
it aside. I saw my religion as something that was steeped deeply into my
history and the great, big, tangled
web of who I was, that to "jump ship"
so to speak, would be to disrespect
that history.
Now, ten years have passed and we
now have two wonderful little boys,

two little baptised Catholics. The numbers are stacking up against me at this
stage! In all serious though, since having
our boys I have started to feel a desire to
be one in not only our faith but also our
religion. To me it didn't feel right to be
sitting back during communion and not
being 'one' with this sacrament with my
family. Like deciding to change your
name when you marry, it is such a
personal and delicate decision that can
only come from within, when the time is
right and essentially when the time 'feels'
right.
I have made some firm friendships along
this journey and for that I am very thankful. There have been weeks when
meetings or masses have been missed by
us whilst we've rocked sick babies or
we've tried to manage the balancing act of
busy lives and often felt like we're failing
in the process. We've carried one another
during these times, without judgement
and been there for each other when we've
returned. I once read somewhere that
"you don't really understand human
nature unless you know why a child on a
merry-go-round will wave at his parents
every time around - and why his parents
will always wave back."
To me, understanding my faith has been
much like this. I didn't really understand
God until I knew why it was him that I
waved to during every dark hour of my
life and why it was He, who without fail,
always waved back.
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The last 6 months of 2015 saw the
focus of the Social Justice Group in
partnership with Burleigh Heads
Rotary Club raising money
through the screening of the
Timorese film Beatriz’s War. This
paid for the container and the
transportation of school resources
to St Teresinha’s Parish Junior
High School in Ossu.
On December 7th the container left
the Rotary Store Shed in Durak,
Brisbane, to arrive in Dili Harbour,
Timor Leste on Sunday 17th January.
With Christmas holidays barely over,
Sue and Bren Milsom farewelled
their family and flew out of Brisbane
with the intention of meeting the ship
and supervising the offloading of its
contents; reloading on to smaller
containers and trucks, and drive the 6
hours on the challenging road out to
Ossu. The road winds around the
steep hills which drop away dramatically to the sea.
From Baucau the road heads inland
through the hills to Ossu. On the way
we delivered educational aids to a
kindergarten recently established by
the Loretto Sisters in Gari-uai .
By early afternoon we had arrived in
Ossu, much to the excitement of Fr
Evaristo, the Parish Priest and the
parishioners. The contents delivered
from Burleigh Heads Parish and
Burleigh Heads Rotary Club included
school desks and chairs, computers,
musical instruments including an
upright piano donated by a Burleigh
Heads parishioner, sports equipment
and teaching resources. Folding
chairs for the Parish outlying Mission
Stations were also included.

It is also hoped that Fr Evaristo
will be invited and able to visit
Burleigh Heads for the opening of
our Church of Mary Mother of
Mercy, toward the end of this
year.
The whole exercise was a big
effort, but it also demonstrated to
the parishioners of Ossu that the
Burleigh Heads community and
Catholic Parish do care and are
trying their best to assist this
Timorese community. Sue also
took the opportunity to teach
some English classes in the High
School.
The Parish Council and the
teaching staff of St Teresinha’s
officially thanked the Parish of
Burleigh Heads and the Rotary
Club of Burleigh Heads at a
ceremony held in the school. Sue
and Bren accepted the thanks and
ceremonial Tais on behalf of the
Parish.
Everyone can continue to contribute to the B.H-Ossu Project
through the M-Sol Donation
Cards that are displayed at the
back of all BH Parish Churches.
The Ossu Craft Workshop stall
operates at the Youth Mass at the
Doyle Centre once a month and is
available to sell Tais craftwork, at
any function that you may be
holding within the Parish. Contact
Sue and Bren Milsom via the
Parish Office.

In between downpours of tropical
rain, with the help of young men
from the Parish, by late afternoon, all
of the contents were safely stored in
old, but reasonably secure buildings
of the Parish. Much of the content
will remain there until the Junior
High School building has been
rebuilt, with the help of Marist
Solidarity, hopefully, before the end
of 2016.
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In Week 3 we finally got our MacBook Pros! It was
really exciting for all of us because this was the first
time we got to take home a school computer.
The setup took a little while, but it was worth it. The
teachers who helped us set up our MacBooks were really
patient with us, and helped us all set up programs like
Outlook, Word and PowerPoint. They also taught us
how to log onto the school portal, how to use the printers
and how to start up our email accounts. I can’t wait to
use my laptop throughout the year to help me do all my
assignments and homework, plus, you can download all
your textbooks so you don’t have to carry them! How
lucky are we?!
Stephanie Sheehan - Year 7 Student Reporter

PICTURED: Joshua Muir, Karla Macpherson, (College Captains) Thomas Morey
& Carlie Rached (College Vice-Captains)

Thoughts from the
College Captains
Karla Macpherson College Captain

At the Opening Liturgy on 16th
February, members of the
Student Leadership Team were
congratulated and presented
with their badges.
Our first few weeks of Year 12
and being a part of the leadership
team have been pretty hectic so it
felt nice to be presented to the
College Community and be
recognised for the work we have
done. Events that we have recently been involved with, including
St. Valentines Day, have been
successful and we are working
well together as a team.
Personally, I have enjoyed running
my first assembly and leadership
meeting as College Captain and
am looking forward to the rest of
the opportunities and events that
will arise throughout the year.

Thomas Morey College Vice Captain
During the Opening Liturgy we
received our official leadership
badges.
It was such a great feeling and a
very honourable moment to receive our badges and to be officially sworn in as the leaders of
the College. It was such a
privilege to have accepted these
badges in front of friends,
family, teachers and peers.

Joshua Muir College Captain
To be able to receive our leadership and senior badges really felt
like the end to a grand
beginning.
The honour of standing up in front
of our whole school and receiving
the badges from Fr Ken and Mr
Noonan really was a dream come
true. The badges show the rest of
the College Community that we, as
the cohort of Year 12 and leaders
of the Marymount Community, are
willing to show enthusiasm, commitment and assurance for the year
ahead. We will lead with pride and
honour to make our last year at
Marymount the best it can be.

Carlie Rached College Vice Captain
Receiving not only my official
leadership badge but also my
senior badge at the Opening
Liturgy was a very special
experience.
I am sure it was a real eye opener
for many of us, as we are in our
final year of schooling. I now feel
as though we have been recognised
as the leaders of the entire school
and, in saying that, I now have
standards that I need to maintain
and should also make sure I am
setting a good example for the
younger grades. My role as Vice
Captain is to work with every
grade at Marymount College and
to be a good role model. I hope
that I can not only live up to these
standards but also inspire others to
become more involved within the
school.
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The Year 6 Social Justice Crew joined parishioners for the annual World Day of Prayer praying in solidarity for the Cuban people
especially the children and women. They are pictured here with their teachers and Father Stephen and an original 1960 Ford Tank
Fairlane. This is owned by Talitha and Glen Fergus. Talitha attended the service and was pleased to allow a photo opportunity for the
children. Talitha is a Catechumen, journeying towards Easter and Baptism.

We have had a very busy start to 2016 at Marymount Primary. Years 5 and 6 celebrated
Mass as a whole Year Level with Father Lucius and all classes from Prep to Year 4 have
participated in the Liturgies.

On Ash Wednesday at the 7am Mass
at Infant Saviour, students from
Marymount Primary and College
received the blessed ashes to bring
back to our school communities. Fr
Ken and 3R led our Ash Wednesday
prayer liturgy at assembly.

Year Six Leadership
Fr Ken led our prayer liturgy acknowledging
Year 6 as leaders of our school for 2016. The
students received their leadership badges reminding them of the responsibility that comes
with this role.
The following week, Year 6 students
travelled to Jubilee Primary School to gather
with Year 6 students from all the Catholic
schools on the Gold Coast. This day is
symbolic in its recognition of the students as
leaders of their respective schools. Mr Paul
Allen, Director of School Services South,
(previously Principal of Marymount Primary)
and leaders from Orange Sky Laundry addressed the students, speaking to them about
their role as leaders in a Catholic community.
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