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Hopes fulfilled. 

Our Christian life always looks 

forward in hope.  We all have 
hopes. They are more than 
dreams of things we would like to 
see or have, but they touch the 
deepest longings of the human 
heart.  

Essentially, we seek what hope  
provides: joy, peace, gentleness,  
patience, and above all, faith and 
love. Our spirit seeks these  
instinctively, because they are 
caught up in being human.  Yet, we 
often look for these things in the 
wrong places. The bright and shiny, 
the new and the latest fad claim our 
attention more than the doing the 
“hard work” of seeking that which 
offers what is true, noble and last-
ing. 

The Christ of Christmas calls deep 
into our hearts: come with me on the 
journey of a lifetime into that for 
which we all long and hope for. Our 
annual celebration of Christ’s birth 
asks us to consider where we are in 
that quest. Do we find the Christ 
light leading us through every event 
of every year? We must ask the 
more significant questions, and in 
the midst of holding close our loved 
ones at Christmas time, we look to 
the One who came into a family, to 
lead all families in that quest to seek 
the One in whom all our hopes are  
fulfilled.  

Many hopes have been realised in 
our Parish in the past year. The  
commencement of Mary, Mother of 
Mercy church has been a long held 
vision of what can be achieved as 
we hold a common “hope” of a 
more united Parish.  May this hard 
work bear fruit now and into the 
future of Infant Saviour Parish.  We 
look forward to the solemn dedica-
tion of this church on  24 February, 
2017.  

My thanks to every person who has 
contributed to Parish life in any way 
in 2016. In particular I thank the  
editors of Catholic Life who have 
given us insights into all that has 
been the “life” of this community 
throughout the year.  

May all our hopes be truly ful-
filled in the Christ of Christmas. 

  Fr Ken Howell 

At last we have a photo of the 
Good Shepherd Window.  

This exquisite window dating 
from the mid 1800’s was 
brought from England and 
stood in the old Infant Saviour 
Church for some years.  
Fortunately Fr Ken was able to 
trace it to a workshop of a 
Brisbane Gallery. 

It is now being restored and 
mounted in a new light 
box,  and will grace our Mary 
Mother of Mercy  
Columbarium Chapel. 

Some donations towards this 
purchase and restoration have 
been received.  

BLENDING THE 

Old with the New 

Presentation from Marymount Primary 

Principal Mr Tony Barron 
(Acting) and Assistant Princi-
pal Religious Education 
(Acting) Mrs Maree Wright, 
presenting Fr Ken with a 
cheque for $10,000 for Mary, 
Mother of Mercy Church. The 
efforts of the children at Mary-
mount Primary, who raised 
this amount throughout the 
year,  is to be commended.  

With three months to go prior to the opening of the 
new Mary Mother of Mercy Church, it was Open Day 
for all those who wished to check out the  progress. 

Taking advantage of the OPEN DAY were Mrs  
Milsom Senior with son Bren, Roger Munsie, Mark 
McGovern and Father Ken looking over the interior 
of the church. 
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As many of you will know a 

Special Works Conference of 
the St Vincent De Paul  
Society has been attached to 
the Hostel since its inception 
in 1989. 

The Hostel was established and 
run by the St Vincent de Paul 
Society and a Chapel was built 
in the Hostel with assistance 
from the Burleigh Parish.  

The Conference took an active 
part in the operation of the  
Hostel at that time on a “hands
-on” basis with responsibility 
for interviewing prospective  
clients, selecting the Hostel 
supervisor and other duties. 
That conference has met for 
the past 25 or so years on a 
weekly and now a fortnightly 
basis. 

Some years ago it became  
necessary for reasons of  
Government funding,  
assessment procedures etc., for 
the Society to seek profession-
al management of this and oth-
er facilities. State Administra-
tion of the Society made the  
unfortunate decision to pass 
complete control and  
ownership of Special Works 
Assets to a newly formed 
 organisation known as “St  
Vincent’s Community  
Services”. That organisation 
Ozcare was bound by their 
Memo quickly rebadged itself 
as Ozcare Inc.. 

www.burleighheadscatholic.co

Ozcare was bound by their Memo 
and Articles of Association to  
follow the objects, aims and  
culture of the Society in their  
administration. While the man-
agement of the works was very 
good, the Society culture and core 
values seemed to be lost. This and 
an  
objection by Members who 
challenged the legality of the  
original decision to transfer the 
assets, resulted in a Supreme 
Court Action to recover the Spe-
cial Works by the Society. 

When the case reached the  
Supreme Court, the Court quickly 
agreed and set out a schedule to 
return the assets and control to the 
Society.  The Ozcare Inc structure 
was continued with St Vincent de 
Paul Society being the only share-
holder and therefore owner of  
Ozcare.  This transition was  
completed in September this year. 
During the “Ozcare” period the 
Conference continued to meet, 
although their role and influence 
was greatly diminished. The  
Conference has now taken steps 
to improve relationships with Oz-
care board and administration. 
Their object is to reinstate the St.  
Vincent’s Spirit in the Special 
Works.  It is not their wish or  
intention to interfere in admin-
istration but to remain client fo-
cused. 

Many of you would be aware that 
Ozanam Villa Burleigh Heads  
received bad publicity in June this 
year due to an unsatisfactory re-
port on aspects of care.  The Aus-
tralian Government Aged Care 
Quality Agency completed its 
annual  
assessment and the Hostel was 
rated satisfactory in only 34 of the 
44 expected outcomes of the 

assessment.  The deficiencies 
found must be remedied in 
the coming 12 months, dur-
ing which time the Agency 
will monitor progress on a 
regular basis. Should you 
like to examine details of the 
assessment you may find the 
report  

The Hand of Christ bless the cup 

The Hand of love offers the cup 

The Hand of suffering receives the cup 

Ozanam Villa 
Aged Care 
 Facility             

20 Matilda 
St. Burleigh. 

Photograph of committee men from left  
Keith Richards, Ozanam Villa Special 
Works, Errol Darango member of the 
SVDP Conference Burleigh Heads, and 
Fr Stephen Camiolo Spiritual Director 
at the recent luncheon held for members 
at the Infant Saviour meeting room. 

The Burleigh Heads Parish Pastoral Council is ever conscience 
of the historical context in which we currently serve. These are 
exciting times in which to welcome, build and serve. 

Welcome: 

 Over the last few months, various members have helped 
with the parish lunch, the multicultural mass, youth masses, the 
sacramental program and the RCIA program. Fr Stephen has 
been busy organising a group for our youngest parishioners, 
called Aria Angels, which will operate in the new Parish  
Centre in 2017. 

Build: 
 Needless to say much of our discussion has focussed on 
the building of Mary, Mother of Mercy Church on ‘Marymount 
Hill’ and how the Pastoral Council can support this endeavour. 
Discussions focus on the upcoming dedication, fund raising 
activities, the artwork (sculpture of Mary, First People’s  
Artwork), the impact on the schools and parish community and 
future Mass times etc. 

Serve: 
 Communication has been a focus. Our parish website 
has been updated and Burleigh Heads Catholic Parish can now 
be accessed on Facebook.  At our last meeting we explored 
how we can use an app on phones to update parishioners who 
have this technology. 

by Google of the agency 
name and following through. 
The Society Conference is 
also monitoring progress and 
with a new Hostel Supervisor 
being in place, the necessary 
actions are being introduced. 
 The Hostel has recent-
ly been redecorated and is in 
5 Star order. The Hostel at 
Matilda Street Burleigh 
Heads is well located. Mass 
is celebrated in the Chapel 
each Wednesday and on the 
3rd Sunday of each Month. 
The Chapel is used for other 
ceremonies. 
  



 3 

Heartiest congratulations 

to Max and Thelma Smales 
on their 73rd wedding  
anniversary celebrated 
with a special blessing from  
Father Stephen Gronow at 
Mass at Ozanam Villa. 
  
Max and Thelma are long 
term residents and  
parishioners of Burleigh 
Heads having for decades, 
resided at 22 Diana Avenue  
Burleigh before becoming 
residents of Ozanam Villa in  
January this year. 
  
Max and Thelma were  
married at St. Augustine’s 
Church, Coolangatta on 26 
June 1943 by Reverend  
Father Boland, at the time of 
Max’s military career,  
serving in the AIF in New  
Guinea with distinction. 

They raised their family of 
five in Burleigh Heads, one 
son John and daughters  
Valerie, Kay, Lynette, and 
Rosemary.  Ten grand 
children and fifteen great  
grandchildren have since 
joined the family. 
 
Max ventured into business 
as a cabinet maker first and 
then into Real Estate with his 
long standing partner the late 
Brian Purcell.  Smales and 
Purcell Real Estate became a 
very well known and  
respected business in Bur-
leigh for many, many years 
almost iconic so far as the 
Catholic fraternity of this 
south east  
region was concerned. 
 
Max with his expertise in 
local real estate was part of a 
small group which success-
fully negotiated and acquired 
for the parish the greater 
majority of the land on 
which Marymount College 
and Primary School now 
stand.  A very small portion 
of that land, relatively speak-
ing, on which Bunning’s 
Hardware now stands, was 
sold in 2011 for something 
in the order of forty times the 
price for which the whole of 
the Marymount land was 
acquired.  When Max was 
told the sale price of the 
Bunning’s land his only 
comment was:- “We didn’t 
do too bad, did we”. 
   

stones of Max and Thelma 
which have added so well to 
the good fabric of Burleigh 
both parish and community – a 
great place.  
  

The most important milestone 
is their marriage of many years. 
The occasion of their 73rd  
Anniversary won’t make head-
lines in the press or media, but 
it should.  For us in the  
Burleigh Parish however, it is 
headline material. 
    
 Story by  Justin Moyihan 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au      

 
Max and Thelma have  
experienced a number of  
cultures during their lives; Fiji 
was one.  This wide experience 
coupled with the commitment to 
their faith have made them  
people for all seasons to family 
and all those around them.  His 
wisdom however did desert him 
on one occasion in 1975 when he 
was to travel into New South 
Wales with Tom Dick and Justin 
Moynihan.  On the fact finding 
tour for systems to put into place 
for management and operation of 
Ozanam Villa Labrador.  The 
night before the trip, Max,  
belying his age, had a go on his 
son in law’s motor bike and put it 
and himself into. the side of his 
house.  He didn’t travel south the 
next day. 

Before Ozanam Villa Burleigh 
there was Ozanam Villa  
Labrador, the first aged care  
facility of the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society in Queensland.  Max was 
the inaugural president of the 
Society’s Special Works  
Conference that managed and 
operated Ozanam Villa Labrador 
which ran successfully and  
profitably in an era where  
accommodation bonds and  
maximum permitted fees were 
not charged.  It was truly  
Vincentian.  From here Max led 
the charge to acquire the land 
from the State Government on 
which the first stage of  

“we didn’t do too bad  
did we!” 

Ozanam Villa Burleigh Heads 
now stands. The land was  
acquired  virtually for a song.   
His knowledge and experience 
were invaluable to the current 
local Conference of Ozanam 
Villa Burleigh Heads in get-
ting it up and running in 1990. 
  

Another of his legacies is the 
vibrant Burleigh Heads Parish 
Conference of the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul which 
Max started with others many 
years ago, and which today 
assists so many people. 
  

Thelma was Max’s silent or 
not so silent partner in all he 
did, assisting and supporting 
him in the many functions that 
were so much part of these 
activities.  Thelma’s belief in 
praying the Rosary always 
assisted Max.  I bet Thelma 
has said more rosaries than 
any of us. The spirituality and 
values of Thelma and Max 
stand out in all that they are 
and do, how they are to each 
other, to their family and all 
who come into contact with 
them.   
On a lighter note (with com-
pliments of a loving grandson 
who travels frequently  
overseas), there is a Broncos 
flag and the Blue Label  
Johnny Walker sitting on their 
shelf. 
  

This article does not do justice 
to all that they are and have 
done for the community but 
you can see the many mile 
 

Max  Smales 
Real Estate 
business. 

The Family 

Christmas Mass 
Times 

 
24th December-Saturday 

VIGIL – 5 pm  Miami  

  & Mudgeeraba 

VIGIL – 6 pm DoyleCentre
  & Palm Beach 

VIGIL – 7.30 pm Burleigh 
MIDNIGHT  Burleigh Heads 

 
CHRISTMAS DAY

7.00am -  Burleigh Heads 
7.00am- Palm Beach 
8.30am- Miami 
8.30am- Mudgeeraba 
10.00am-      Doyle Centre 
  

 Marymount 

NO EVENING MASS 
DOYLE CENTRE  
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Our Annual Multicul-

tural Mass was celebrat-
ed at the Martin Doyle 
Centre of Marymount 
College on Sunday Sep-
tember 18th. 

The many cultures that 
make up our Parish  
gathered in national dress 
to celebrate their identity of 
who they are and where 
they came from.  The Or-
der of Service commenced 
with the Aboriginal Greet-
ing and the Acknowledge-
ment of Country. 

Marching to the African  
melody – “Siyahamba – 
We are Marching in the 
Light of God” – the Flag  
Procession was impressive 
with twenty large flags 
carried by the traditionally 
dressed and placed in the 
Sanctuary prior to Mass. 

The opening address from 
David Sewell  
acknowledged the first  
Australians and welcomed 
the gathered assembly, 
giving thanks to God for all 
those nationalities that 
make up Australia.  He 
spoke of migrants who 
chose to come to this land, 
and refugees from war torn 
countries, traumatized and 
seeking acceptance, peace 
and freedom to live normal 
lives, allowing their  
children to reach their full 
potential in liberty and love 
of neighbour.  

Tears were seen throughout 
the assembly as David 
prayed for justice for the 
many who are seeking  
asylum in Australia, that 
they receive fair dealing 
and prompt resettlement. 
  
The presiding celebrant,  
Father Dantus, processed 
down the aisle to “All are 
Welcome”.  He explained 
from the altar that he was 
wearing his priestly mantle 
and not his cultural dress. 

 
 

 

EXILE WHICH  
CHALLENGES THE  
ENTIRE HUMAN FAMILY, 
CONFRONTING OUR  
CONSCIENCES TO FACE 
UP TO OUR MORAL  
OBLIGATIONS OF  
WELCOMING THE 
STRANGER WITH 
COMPASSION AND  
BLESSING.”  change this to italic 

OFFERTORY: The Tongan  
community presented Father 
Dantus with a traditional Lei.  
The young children carried little 
flags as they brought forward the 
offertory gifts (see photo)  This 
is their ministry each Sunday at 
the Doyle Centre and is a breath 
of fresh air, as they help each 
other, supporting the youngest 
among them. 

Father invited all to join hands 
during THE LORD’S PRAYER, and 
invited all at the sign of peace to 
greet each other in their native 
tongue. 

 

THE CHOIR: Music underpins 
the Mass.  Hymns and prayers 
of the Mass are sung.  The 
choir was ably led by Cathy 
Carroll, and hymns had been 
chosen to support the theme of 
the day.  Congratulations to 
the Burleigh Choir for their 
commitment on special  
occasions such as this.  

Special mention and A BIG 

THANK YOU to IRIS LIM, who 
painstakingly made all the 
slides for the overhead, printed 
the hymn leaflets and the 
Lord’s Prayer in many 
languages, displayed on the 
Doyle Centre walls. 

TODAY’S HOSPITALITY TEAM 
was the Multicultural Group 
which is the foundation strong-
hold of the Doyle Centre  
Community of Faith.  Without 
their expertise nothing would 
happen.  Turning a basketball 
court into a Worship Centre is 
no mean feat having to bring 
 

THE HIGHLIGHTS:- 

GOSPEL PROCESSION: Led by 
Parish Council Chairperson 
Maree Wright, the procession 
of seven young Tongan Chil-
dren as candle bearers lined the 
Sanctuary as Father proclaimed 
the Gospel. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL:- 
Read in twelve languages were: 
Joshua Lajolie- Mauritius 
Lam Nguyen – Vietnam 
Darryl  Lim  -  Malaysia 
Lea Halavatau-  Tonga 
Michael O’Reilly.-  Ireland-
Monica Cuta- Kenya  
Linda Sunny- India 
Claire Seeto-   Papua 
   New Guinea 
Neil Palenzuela- Philipines 
Delphine- Timor Leste 
Bernadine Lai— China 
Pat Crilly-  Australia 

Lea Halavatau’s prayer aroused 
emotions from many as she 
read her prayer with fervour:- 

“I PRAY FOR THE  
TRAGEDY OF FORCED  
 

We are 
the  

people of 
God 

We are 
the 

Church 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au      
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out all the items from storage week after 
week, (i.e. carpet, ambo, altar, chair, 
audio system, organ, cross, flowers, etc.)
May Mary Mother of Mercy reward 
them for their outstanding commitment. 

MORNING TEA;- So many different 
cultural dishes had a whole lot of  
aromas wafting through the air. 

It was good to see Father Ken proudly-
wearing Father Dantus Tongan Lei (see 
Photo).  Fr Ken’s expertise in drying 
dishes in the kitchen was also 
welcomed by the Hospitality Group. 

HIGHLIGHT OF THE DAY:   
Powerfully delivered with enthusiasm 
and confidence, Father Dantus’ homily 
revealed his true intimacy with God, 
embracing the entire congregation from 
all corners of the earth together in spirit.  
‘We are the people of God – we are the 
Church’. 

When planning such an occasion, it takes 
a team to pull it all together, and this 
team has worked hard to achieve success 
on such a day; but, a team is only as 
good as its pivot.  The coordinator,   
JOSEE HILL, needs to be commended and 
thanked for the success of the  
Multicultural Mass.  May we see next 
year’s Mass in our new church of Mary, 
Mother of Mercy. 

 
 

 

Footnote: - From the photos you can see 
the Tonga Lei, presented at the Offertory 
to Father Dantus, was very popular 

 

Photographs supplied by Hanh Phan Hong.   

Story from Josee Hill 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au      
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 Answer: 
God’s justice and mercy are  
seemingly incompatible.  After all, 
justice involves the dispensing of  
deserved punishment for wrong 
doing, and mercy is all about pardon 
and compassion for an offender.   
However, these two attributes of God 
do in fact form a unity within His 
character. 
 
The Bible contains many references to 
God’s mercy.  Over 290 verses in the 
Old Testament and 70 in the New  
Testament contain direct statements of 
the mercy of God towards His  
people. 
 
God was merciful to the Ninevites 
who repented at the preaching of  
Jonah, who described God as “a 
gracious and compassionate God, 
slow to anger and abounding in love, 
a God who relents from sending  
calamity” (Jonah 4:2). David said God 
is “gracious and merciful; Slow to 
anger and great in loving-kindness. 
The LORD is good to all, and His 
mercies are over all His 
works” (Psalm 145:8–9, NASB). 
 
But the Bible also speaks of God’s 
justice and His wrath over sin.  In fact, 
God’s perfect justice is a  
defining characteristic: “There is no 
other God besides me, a just God and 
a Saviour” (Isaiah 45:21). “He is the 
Rock, his works are perfect, and all 
his ways are just.  A faithful God who 
does no wrong, upright and just is 
he” (Deuteronomy 32:4). 
 
In the New Testament, Paul details 
why God’s judgment is coming: “Put 
to death, therefore, whatever belongs 
to your earthly nature: sexual 
immorality, impurity, lust, evil  
desires and greed, which is idolatry. 
Because of these, the wrath of God is 
coming” (Colossians 3:5–6). 

So the Bible showcases the fact that 
God is merciful, but it also reveals 
that He is just and will one day  
dispense justice on the sin of the 
world. 

In every other religion in the world 
that holds to the idea of a supreme 
deity, that deity’s mercy is always 
exercised at the expense of justice. 
For example, in Islam, Allah may 
grant mercy to an individual, but it’s 
done by dismissing the penalties of  
whatever law has been broken.  In 
other words, the offender’s punish-
ment that was properly due him is 
brushed aside so that mercy can be 
extended. Islam’s Allah and every 
other deity in the non-Christian  
religions set aside the moral law  in  

 

order to be merciful.  Mercy is seen 
as at odds with justice.  In a sense, in 
these religions, crime can indeed 
pay. 
 
If any human judge acted in such a 
fashion, most people would lodge a 
major complaint.  It is a judge’s  
responsibility to see that the law is  
followed and that justice is  
provided.  A judge who ignores the 
law is betraying his office. 
 
Christianity is unique in that God’s 
mercy is shown through His justice. 
There is no setting aside of justice to 
make room for mercy.  The Christian 
doctrine of penal substitution states 
that sin and injustice were punished 
at the cross of Christ, and that only 
because the penalty of sin was  
satisfied through Christ’s sacrifice 
does God extend His mercy to  
undeserving sinners who look to 
Him for salvation. 

And while Christ did indeed die for 
sinners, He also died as a demonstra-
tion of God’s righteousness, to 
showcase His justice.  This is exactly 
what the apostle Paul says: “All are 
justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption that came by Christ  
Jesus”.  God presented Christ as a 
sacrifice of atonement, through the 
shedding of his blood—to be 
 received by faith.  He did this to 
demonstrate his righteousness, 
because in his forbearance he had 
left the sins committed beforehand 
unpunished—he did it to  
demonstrate his righteousness at 
the present time, so as to be just and 
the one who justifies those who have 
faith in Jesus (Romans 3:24–26,  
emphasis added). 
 
In other words, God didn’t  
immediately punish sin before the 
time of Christ; rather, extended  
mercy.  But He did not pass over  
justice.  His righteousness (i.e., His 
justice) was demonstrated by 
Christ’s death on the cross.  At the 
cross, God’s justice was meted out in 
full (upon Christ), and God’s mercy 
was extended in full (to all who  
believe). So God’s perfect mercy was 
and is exercised through His perfect 
justice.  The end result is that, by the  
sacrificial death of Jesus, everyone 
who trusts in Him is saved from 
God’s wrath and instead experiences 
His grace and mercy (Rom 8:1). As 
Paul says:- 
 “Since we have now been 
justified by his blood, how much 
more shall we be saved from God's 
wrath through him!”  
(Rom 5-9) 

The Year of Mercy 
A little bit of News 

The Novena to “Our Lady of Perpetual Succor” at 
the Infant Saviour church included in the service 
written requests from the assembly which were read 
out and prayed for as a group.  Each week was  
dedicated to a particular prayer theme. 
   

A BIG THANK YOU  to the Music Ministry in  
covering the Sunday masses.  With the departure of 
Keith Furness  (Infant Saviour) and Carmel Meldon 
(Palm Beach) hospitalized, it has been a wonderful 
effort on the part of the team.  THANK  YOU. 

We welcome to the ministry Geraldine Ryan 
(musician), Donn Tantgencio, Pat Brandson, Peter 
Bennett, Frank Byrne (cantors) and Kathy Towell 
(musician) who has joined us these past weeks. 
   

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Jan Zimmerman who  
celebrated a Milestone Birthday with family and 
friends.  Jan is a long time member of the Burleigh 
Parish and has done an huge amount of work  
behind the scenes. 
   

 
Our Lady of the Way  – Literally – Breaking News 

It never ceases to amaze me that when mis-fortune strikes, 

just how many willing people jump in to lend a hand.   

Recently, Carmel Meldon our “forever” organist, had a 

fall and fractured – not 1 but 2 – vertebrae in her lower 

back.  Of course this landed her in hospital and she has a 

new fashion statement to wear – a back brace.  She says it 

is quite comfortable – the food is good [that’s hospital 

food no less] and her room mate is lovely [but mostly is 

asleep].  Carmel is in good spirits.  Not having an organist 

was unthinkable but the number of volunteers who have 

offered their services to an already pretty full role of  

duties, is amazing.  Deirdre Frain has been holding up the 

7:00 am Mass – during those freezing cold winter  

mornings – before heading off to her other scheduled du-

ties.  So from OLW our greatest THANK YOU to all of 

you who have amended or added duties to an already full 

list – we hope to return the favour at some stage perhaps 

without any broken bones!  from Denise Dunn 

   

After a stay in hospital after a unfortunate accident Bern 

Lane is out of hospital and is still having rehab  

sessions.   She is gradually on the mend.  Bern has been 

a dedicated worker over many years at Miami, but now 

will be taking a well deserved break.  Glad to hear all is 

well again Bern. 

   

The Parish Altar Servers were honoured and thanked at 

a celebration Mass on Thursday at St Benedict’s.  Father  

Dantus spoke highly of all our Servers and thanked them 

for all their dedication throughout the year.  Pizza, salad 

and ice cream was the order of the evening.  Big Thanks 

to Jay and Justine for organising this Inaugural service. 

Anyone wanting to join the Altar Servers please ring the 

Parish Office or speak to church coordinator in your 

own area. 
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Father Andrew Joachim  
Dembicki is a Pauline priest, (The 

Pauline Order is of Polish origin) 
who spent many years in the US 
army, in various Theatres of war 
alongside Troops in Iraq,  

Afghanistan and Egypt.  
 

Later after spending time in Germany, 
Fr. Andrew was discharged and given 

the opportunity and funds to go any-
where in the world to continue his  

ministry.  Fortunately he had contact 
with Fr. Lazur who was the founder of 

the Paulines in Australia.  Due to a  
previous visit made by Father Andrew 

he choose to come here. 

Fr Andrew was interested in setting up 
a Shrine to our Blessed Mother and 

Swansea in Tasmania was the intend-

ed location.  However, he ended up 
with the task to see if a rundown farm 

in the beautiful Gold Coast Hinter-
land, which had been purchased to 

facilitate the  
setting up of a shrine to Our lady, had 

a future or should be closed down.  Fr. 
Andrew eventually turned it around to 

what it is today.  

Sandra Jeffries, (pictured), is one of 
the many volunteers who care for 

Marian Valley.  She took us on a tour 
of the complex. This is the 

story. 

The tranquillity of Marian  

Valley grabs you  
immediately upon your 
arrival, the bush setting is 

all Australian!  The smells 
and wildlife brings the quality of what 

it means to be Australian home to you 
at once. You are at home in peace and 

quiet.  The numerous volunteers and 
enormous hours put in by them over 

the last 30 years have created roads, 
walkways around the valley to  
beautiful Shines devoted to The 

Blessed Virgin.  There were many 
hardships in the early stages, mainly 

with finance and particularly the  
interest payment of a large loan.  Then 

there was no electricity or serviceable 
water, which only added extra large 
amounts outstanding.   

Benefactors eventually stepped  
forward after much praying to Our 

Lady and St. Joseph by all concerned.  
The original shrine was for The  

Immaculate Heart of Mary, who first 
appeared to the 3 children of Fatima in 
Portugal on the 13th May 1917,  

towards the end  of the first World  

 War.  Our Lady continued to appear on 
the 13th for the next 6 months, with final 

apparition on the 13th of  
October.  On that day she appeared to the 

children before a crowd of 70,000, (who 
couldn’t see Our Lady).  Mary did how-

ever perform a miracle as she promised 
she would on that day.  The sun, for 

about 10 minutes changed colour and size 
and danced around the sky.  The sight of 

the sun doing these things frightened  
residents for a distance all around Fatima 
for some 20 kilometres, the newspapers 

reported. 
  

Among the important shrines are ones  

dedicated to Mary Help of Christians 
(Patron of Australia), Mary of The  

Southern Cross and numerous other 
shrines devoted to Our Blessed Mother of 

various ethnic groups. 
  

Marian Valley is now the epitomy of 

what is Australia today.  A world of  
international faith, where immigrants 
have erected their own shrines to Mary, 

as they would enjoy for veneration to 
Mary as in their homelands.  They have 

brought their  
religious culture to Australia in peace and  

harmony, where worshipers can gather 
and pray in veneration of Her gifts to us. 
  

The most outstanding feature of Marian 
Valley are the 14 Stations of The Cross  
(see picture).  These are all life size 

creations, which are about 50 metres 
apart and allow for private meditation as 

one walks around the pathway.  They 
have seats for contemplation and are lit 

up at night.  These all-weather sculptures 
were created in Vietnam and shipped out; 

no mean task and a must to visit for  
Catholics. 

Marian Valley has a beautiful open 
church for Sunday and daily Mass which 
is well attended. The main chapel is 
called the Adoration Chapel with  
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Monday to Friday.  

The Valley is a great place to get away 
from the hassle of modern day life with 
numerous spots to sit and contemplate 
one’s soul and wellbeing.  There is  
accommodation for couples, singles and 
groups overnight or extended retreats. 
(Cost $30 per person per night)  Meals are 
also available  There are many opportuni-
ties for Mass, confession, benediction and  
inspiration. 

Marian Valley is listed 11th in the top 20 

venues in the world for Catholic  
pilgrimage.  Travel to Marian Valley via 

the Binnaburra/Canungra Rd, approx. 20 
minutes from Nerang. 
   from Stephen Murray 
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The Burleigh Parish music ministry 
attended a workshop for the new 
Worship Music Book II.  Elizabeth 
Carrington from the Liturgical Office 
Brisbane introduced our facilitators 
pictured above. 

Ilsa Neicinieks RSM is a liturgist 
with the Office for Worship,  
Adelaide.  She holds a Masters  
Degree in Religious Education 
(Boston College) and in Liturgical 
Studies (University of Notre Dame, 
USA).   

Jenny O’Brien is a Liturgy Educator 
with the Office for Worship in  
Adelaide.  She holds a Degree in  
Music and Masters Degrees in  
Liturgy, Theology and Religious  
Education and is currently completing 
her doctorate in Liturgy.   Jenny is a 
member of the National Liturgical 
Music Board and was involved in the 
compilation of Catholic Worship 
Book II. 

Seventy plus parishioners from 
all the church communities gath-
ered to farewell Klara and Keith 
Furniss who, after seventeen 
years here on the Gold Coast will 
leave to reside in New South 
Wales. 

A Sorry your Leaving Card was 
presented with a speech from Fr. 

Howell thanking the couple for 
the dedication in the many 
groups in which they were in-
volved. 
Keith leaves a big gap especial-
ly through his availability to 
play the organ.  Many times 
Keith would play at Infant  

Saviour for both Masses on 
the weekends.   His musical 
talents were also  
welcomed at Ozanam Villa 
for Sunday Mass and other 
occasions. It was a double 
occasion for Keith as it was 
his birthday and this was  

acknowledged as well. 
 Keith was a long time 
member of the St Vincent de 
Paul Society  and was the 
President of the Burleigh 
Heads Infant Saviour  
Conference for many years. 

We wish them well. 

Living Rosary organized Annually on the first Sunday in October. Rosary is said by the partici-

pants in between sung Marian Hymns, a procession and Mass to follow.  

Parish Dinner was well supported by the Parish community again this year.  A good 

way to socialize and get to know others from the five Mass centres. 
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Over 200 children with their families 
participated in a prayerful Confir-
mation service  
celebrated at the Doyle Centre Mary-
mount College.  This year four  
sessions were organized.  
 
Ms Sue Thomas (Sacramental Co 
ordinator) prior to the commencement 
of the service, reminded the children of 
the importance of the evening.  Bishop 
Joseph Oudeman was supported by our 
Parish Priests, Fathers Ken, Stephen, 
and Dantus.  

Bishop Joseph greeted the families and 
the children and spoke at length to the  
children reminding them to listen to 
their parents and respect their input in 
their lives, parents being the first  
teachers of their children.In his homily 
Bishop Joseph said:- ‘Children, as 
you grow up you may choose to 
leave the Spirit, but the Spirit will 
never leave you as you journey 
through life.’  What a wonderful 
 message to our young people as they 
were sealed with the Holy Spirit. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation on  
November 16th was under the revised  
Sacramental Policy of the Archdiocese 
of Brisbane.  The Bishop with Fr Ken 
Howell anointed the children after their 
renewal of Baptismal Promises.   
Led by their leader Cathy Carroll, the 
Burleigh Parish Choir supported the 
singing of the hymns at all liturgies. 
 

Catholic Life’s edition #5  
covered the celebration at the 
Miami Church of the 100th  
birthday of Kevin Byrne. 

Kevin was able to celebrate his 
birthday with his immediate  
family and his church family. 
Being a regular at the Miami  

midday Mass enabled the  
Friday regulars to join in  
celebrating the Liturgy and 
afterwards, a small party to 
mark this very special occa-
sion (see photographed with 
Fr Pat Molony the then Par-
ish Priest). 

Four  years on, the same  
parish family and his imme-
diate family celebrated with 
Mass  

‘a life well lived.’ 

Kevin was born in  
Limerick, Ireland on 9th 
Oct 1912 and came to 
 Australia in 1937. 

On the 26th October this 
pilgrim found his way 
home to his loving Father. 
  

HE WILL BE REMEMBERED 
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Parishioners working for 
Catholic Mission. 

 Two couples in our  
Parish volunteered as  
Ambassadors for Catholic  
Mission. Jocelyn and Tom 
Bourke have had  
experience with missions in 
Timor Leste and PNG and Sue 
and Bren have been working 
through the Burleigh Heads 
Catholic Parish Social Justice 
Group to support the Parish of 
Ossu in Timor Leste. During 
the Catholic Mission appeal, 
both couples attended other 
parishes in the Brisbane  
Archdiocese and even the 
northern dioceses.  They share 
their own experiences of the 
mission story and also focus on 
the country and community that 
is being promoted in the current 
year’s appeal. 

In June this year, Sue and Bren 
accompanied 9 other Catholic 
Mission facilitators to Timor 
Leste to visit a number of 
different communities that have 
had specific projects funded by 
Catholic Mission. 

Following is just one example 
of the experiences they were 
privileged to share:- 

“One night after a long difficult 
drive we arrived late, and the  
people in the village of Mane-
Mori had been waiting many 
hours to welcome us to celebrate 
with our group the installation of 
a new deep well pump and 34 
metre high water- tank, funded by 
Catholic Mission. 

We were humbled by their joy and 
gratitude and the positive effect 
that this had had on the  
community of 650 families who 
now have reliable clean water for 
domestic use and for irrigation to 
grow some vegetables.” 

Sue and Bren were  
fortunate that Catholic  
Mission included Ossu on 
their busy schedule and were 

welcomed by Parish Priest Fr 
Evaristo, the staff of the Junior 
High School and Veronica, the 
manager of the Craft work-
shop, who was very pleased to 
receive $400 that had been 
raised from the stall at the 
Youth Masses since January 
this year. 

Fr Evaristo was also proud to 
show the Catholic Mission 
Group the temporary computer 
room that has been set up with 
the computers transported in 
the container from Burleigh 
Heads 

Parish in conjunction 
with Burleigh Heads  
Rotary Club in January of 
this year. 

When the school is 
built it is hoped to  
provide an opportunity 
for interested people to 
visit Timor Leste and the 
Parish of Ossu for the 
opening.   

  

Parishioners are  
invited to our next  

Social Justice  
Committee Meeting on 
December 6th at 7pm. 

Infant Saviour Meeting 

Left: Bren Milson with the workers on site of the 
school. Note the work shoes. Right:  The Mission 
Group 

Social Justice Group Burleigh Heads. 

Marymount Day 
The Primary School came together with 
the College to celebrate Marymount 
Day through a combined school  
Liturgy of the Word, with the theme, 
‘Open the Doors of Mercy.’ The liturgy 
was led by Fr Ken where we  
acknowledged and celebrated Mary as 
our Mother of Mercy.  We also  
welcomed to this liturgy, visitors from 
our local Burleigh Heads St Vincent de 
Paul Conference, with Hans Van 
Mossveld addressing the students on 
behalf of the Conference.  Over 80 bas-
kets of groceries that were donated by 
our school communities left the Doyle  
Centre to be redistributed by St Vincent 
de Paul to those in need.  

After the liturgy, the students continued 
to celebrate Marymount Day with a dis-
co, jumping castles, rotational  
activities and a sausage sizzle for lunch. 
Money raised by the Primary students 
on this day will be presented to Fr Ken 
at assembly on Wednesday 9 November 
to support the purchase of the Mary, 
Mother of Mercy statue for our new 
church. 

Awards Night 

Above:-Tony Barron and Chris Noonan (Principals of Pri-
mary and College). with Mr Hans van Mosseveld SVDP. 

Karen Andrews presented the ‘Service 
to Others Award’ to Dominic Larkin  
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Earlier in the year Marymount  
College Year 11 and 12 art students 
(pictured) went on an excursion to 
Sydney.  
 
The annual excursion is used as 
an opportunity to extend and de-
velop the students with a range of 
art making activities, gallery visits 
and workshops with artists in 
their studios.  
  
There were several highlights this 
year including seeing the Archibald,  
Sulman and Wynne Prizes and then 
visiting the studio of one of the final-
ists, Alan Jones, to participate in a 
workshop and create two collaborative 
pieces combining the talents of Alan 
and our students.  Students also visit-
ed the Frida Kahlo exhibition which 
was a rare opportunity and Brett 
Whiteley’s studio and gallery. 
 

before creating their own artistic respons-
es that allowed them to engage in this 
space in a very personal and meaningful 
way. 
 Students and teachers came back 
exhausted and definitely looking forward 
to their Melbourne trip next year. 

Never having been to the 

Marymount Art Show, I 

was surprised by the  

quantity of local talent 

and the variety of subject  

matter. 

 I saw representational 

works of meerkats, a public 

swimming pool, and a walk in 

wardrobe where the detail was 

truly amazing right down to 

the laces in shoes and  

crumpled clothes on the floor.   

There was a section for  

photography where one large work 

portraying different colours inter-

woven really caught the eye.  

 English cottage scenes shared 

space with surrealist works — 

there was something for everyone. 

 

I enjoyed the impressive display of 

student work.  In year levels, the 

students had worked on a style 

from a well-known painter.  I 

watched one Year 2 boy as he, 

with obvious pride, pointed out his 

work to his mother.  To add to the  

cultural feast, the Home-Ec  

students had prepared finger . 

 
It was wonderful to experience the work of 
two legends of the art world firsthand. A very 
different but equally valuable activity for the 
students was taking some quiet meditative 
time in the magnificent St Mary’s Cathedral  

food, culinary delights to tempt 
every palate, artistically pre-
sented.  This year was my first 
visit but I will definitely be 
going to their next Art Show. 

 

 

Judges comment on  
winners painting:-  Kate 
Oudenryn.- Pool depicts an 
unusual elevated perspective 
that explores the daily ritual 
of lap swimming.  Its gestural 
paint application evokes the 
shimmering heat and ripples 
on the water on summer’s 
day and celebrates the figure 
in all its shapes and sizes. 

Awards Night 

Peter Raward - 40 Years of Service 
to Brisbane Catholic Education. 

The Convenors of the Marymount Art Show 
of 2016 awarded for their outstanding effort:
-Mrs Rachael Romijin-William (Gala Night 
Coordinator) Ms Jenny Isaacs (Convenor) 
and Ms Nicole Modini (Convenor) 

Brigid McElroy — Marymount College 
P&F Association ‘Dux of the College’ 

“Catholic Life” is a periodic publication prepared by the Burleigh Parish Communications Group. 

Contact us by email:  catholiclifeburleigh@gmail.com or phone 0410455014 or 0408392111 
We welcome contributions to our newsletter.  Our thanks is extended to the contributors of articles and photos of this  
issue. 
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Mass - Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

On the 8 September our school came to-
gether to celebrate the feast of the Birth 
of Mary with a Mass led by Fr Ken and 
Fr Stephen.  This was the first time this 
year our full school came together to 
share Eucharist and participate in Mass.  
It was a memorable day where we cele-
brated this important feast day for Jesus’ 
mother, Mary. 

Mission Mass 
Twenty students represented Mary-
mount Primary School joining all  
Catholic schools on the Gold Coast to 
celebrate World Mission Month.  It is a 
time where we show solidarity with 
children in need around the world.  
  

This is the first time a Mission Mass 
has been held on the Gold Coast and 
we look forward to celebrating the next 
Mission Mass in Mary, Mother of Mer-
cy Church in 2017. 

Marymount Primary 
School 

Feast of Saint Mary 
of the Cross 
MacKillop 

The Westpac Helicopter Rescue 
Service landed on our oval on Fri-
day 28 October in conjunction 
with ‘Red and Yellow’ day.  This 
day is held annually to raise 
awareness about surf safety.  The 
crew flew in to a sea of red and 
yellow as the students swapped 
their school uniform in support of 
Surf Lifesaving Queensland. 

Eisteddfod Success 

This year Marymount Primary had five classes enter 
the Annual Speech Choir at the Gold Coast Eistedd-
fod.  All of our classes placed in this year’s event, 
which is remarkable.  Huge congratulations to Mrs 
Munro’s Prep class (OS) whom the adjudicators 
voted as the ‘Most Outstanding Speech Choir’ for 
2016.  This is a prestigious award as this award was 
judged from all the speech choirs from Prep to Year 
6.  These children performed again at the Mayor’s  
Concert. 

 

On the 8 August, four students repre-
senting Marymount Primary travelled to 
St Stephen’s Cathedral to celebrate the 
feast of St Mary of the Cross  
MacKillop.   
  

Archbishop Mark Coleridge celebrated 
Mass acknowledging Mary MacKillop 
as the Patron Saint of  
Brisbane.  Our  students joined with 
over two hundred others to sing in the 
Combined Catholic Schools Choir.  
This was a wonderful celebration signi-
fying the importance of liturgical wor-
ship and music to the Catholic identity 
of our schools in the Archdiocese. Surf Lifesaving Appeal 

Beachathon 
We were certainly blessed with  
sensational weather for our 2016  
Beachathon and what a great suc-
cess it was.  Funds raised have pur-
chased new iPads for our class-
rooms.  Fr Stephen walked the 
beach with our children and helped 
serve morning tea to some very 
hungry students.  

Well  

done 

students  

and 

teachers! 


