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JOY- MY CATCHWORD 

Joy in Daughter- 
 Mother Embrace 
 

There was only one child on 

that night at the CEO 
Sleepout on the 22nd of 
June.  As you read this you 
too must be wondering: 
“Why would a child of about 
three years of age be at a 
Sleepout event?”  Later that 
evening, a lady walks up to 
the microphone and address-
es all of us present on her 
struggles with being in and 
out of homelessness with a 
child, and her efforts to end 
the cycle for good through 
Vinnies support. 
 
She walks off the podium 
after what was a powerfully 
moving story, accompanied 
by great applause.  As she 
comes through the aisle, still 
being applauded, this little 
girl appears from the back 
running passionately towards 
and finally into the embrace 
of this lady.  Now, while she 
is still in the mother’s em-
brace with what seemed like 
a sense of self-abandonment 
in that daughter-mother 
meeting, I suddenly realised 
that this lady is her beloved 
mum.  That smile, no, that 
overwhelming joy on her 
face as the mother lifts her 
up, says more than words can 
ever capture. 
 

feel the spirit and gift of my 
parents flowing forth through 
me. 
  

Joy Everywhere in Burleigh 
Heads.  
 Burleigh people are happy and 
joyful people.  We have some 
of the most  
beautiful beaches, holiday 
spots, weather conditions, 
views, communities, suburbs, 
Churches, homes, restaurants, 
entertainments and holiday 
accommodation and amenities, 
as well as living atmosphere. 
Yet nothing is more  
spectacular and refreshing to  

Fr Stanley joined the Primary School at Marymount as they cooked 
close to 1000 sausages to support the St Vincent de Paul CEO 
sleepout appeal.  Marymount raised $1930 which along with parish 
donations, contributed to a very successful appeal.  A little bit of State 
of Origin banter slipped in too. 

Upon seeing that boundless 
feeling of life on her face, I 
told myself if there is one 
reason why the sleepout and 
your generous donation were 
worth it, this little girl is that 
reason.  Joy to that little girl 
was joy to the world. 
 
I find Joy everywhere- 
which makes life worth 
living. 
As a child my parents were 
the first contacts of joyful-
ness. Mum has a very iconic 
laughter (which echoes 
through our living space  
often to our delight and 
mimicry) when she is happy - 
which is most of the time.  As 
kids dad would sometimes 
feed us from his own meal 
and with his own hands,  
 

 

 
 
sharing almost all his meal 
among us.  These and many 
more are eternal memories of 
love and joy for my siblings 
and myself till this day.  My 
parents not only gave me life 
and faith, but also the gift of 
joy to be shared with others. 
Every time I have the  
privilege of giving joy to 
another person, I sense and  

me than the joy or smiles on . 
faces and in hearts of each one 
of you that I see everyday 
  

Life is worth living thanks to 
this joy you have always given 
to your families, the little girl 
and to all others searching for 
love.  This joy for me is the 
essence and pleasure of life.  
This joy we give others, for me 
is the ‘way’ for a better  
tomorrow and the very hope of 
the world. 
  

Joy- my great catchword. 
God bless you all. 

Fr. Stanley Orji 
Administrator 

I find joy every-
where which 

makes life worth 
living  

Fr Stanley Orji took up the Vinnies CEO Sleepout 
challenge with parishioners Justin Moynihan,  
Maree Anning, Sharne Lord, Brendan Evans, Pat 
MacAnally, Keith Richards and Nev Byrnes.  
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First Easter 
Vigil in the 
new Church 

This year saw one Easter 
Vigil and the first to be held 
in the new Mary Mother of 
Mercy church.  This allowed 
the five church centres to 
attend and witness the  
Baptism and confirmation of 
our newer members of the  
catholic faith who this paper  
welcomed in the last edition. 
They were:- 
Catechumens: - 
 Tracie Morrison 
 Kiara Hosemann 
 Michael Hosemann 
 Tania Egan,    
The Candidates:- 
 Amy Ryan 
 John Hankin 
 Glen Sneddon 
 Kyle Smith 

Our priests and congregation 
commenced with the Service 
of Light from the front of the 
church, and then  moved  

into the church followed 
by the people. 

The first baptisms took 
place in the Baptismal 
Font at the front of the 
church. The catechumens 
(named) took their turn.  
Confirmation followed 
through to receiving their 
First Communion. 
 
Easter Sunday afternoon a 
blessing ceremony took 
place in the Columbarium 
under the church . 

Farewell Father 

Accolades for Fr Ken on his leadership in the Parish these-
past 4 years were a plenty as each of the five church  
communities and schools took their turn to express their 
thanks.  After his last Mass in the Parish at Mary Mother of 
Mercy church as Parish Priest prior to his promotion to  
Bishop seen Fr Ken responded to each of the speakers, 
accepted gifts from the schools and Parish and proceeded to 
cut the farewell cake following a blessing from all the 
attendees . 

The last speaker on behalf of the Doyle Centre now the new Mary 
Mother of Mercy community, made the point that quote: 
“Notwithstanding the mixed emotions of being appointed to Bishop-
hood, he still had to compose himself to continue his Parish Priest 
engagements and be our Fr. Ken.” unquote. 

Josee Hill went on to thank him for his tenacity and endurance that 
enabled him to complete to the highest standards the new church. 

Josee included in her address the fact that since the opening the church 
has seen near to capacity congregation for the Masses; and she con-

cluded with a prayer:  

“May the love of Burleigh Parishioners, united in God’s heavenly 

grace and the love and blessing of Mary our Mother of Mercy, go 

with you, look after you and sustain you in your work for the  

kingdom”. 
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Wednesday,14th of June, 2017 
 

Umbrellas were the order of the 
day!  The rain was unrelenting. 
It ‘wetted’ our appetite for what 
was to come as we entered St 
Stephen’s Cathedral for the 
Episcopal Ordination of Fr Ken 
Howell, our Parish Priest, of the 
Infant Saviour Parish of 
Burleigh Heads. 

Huge numbers of parishioners 
travelled to the Cathedral of St  
Stephen in Brisbane to witness this 
auspicious occasion of our own Parish 
Priest, Fr Ken Howell to complete the  
Sacrament of Holy Orders in his  
election to the College of Bishops. 
 
The Entrance Procession was unend-
ing – Priest upon Priest;  Deacon upon 
Deacon;  Bishop upon Bishop;  Altar 
Server and finally Fr Ken, flanked on 
either side by Fr Kevin Smith and Fr 
Peter Dillon and finally Archbishop 
Mark Coleridge. 

 
Marymount Primary and College stu-
dents travelled by coach as did about 
65 parishioners.  Many others trav-
elled by train or private transport.  All 
eager for the momentous occasion 
when history would be made for our  
Burleigh Heads Parish and the im-
portance of being a part of it.  Our 
first, our very own, Parish Priest to be 
appointed to episcopal ministry. 
 
Proudly, with tongue in cheek, our 
Parish proclaimed him Bishop of 
Burleigh!  The Cathedral was 
packed with representatives from all 
over the diocese. 

Fr Kevin Smith and Fr Peter Dillon 
escorted Bishop Elect Fr Ken on to the 
Sanctuary, presenting him to 
Archbishop Mark Coleridge on behalf 
of the Bishops, Deacons, Priests and  
assembled church for ordination to 
episcopal ministry.  This, in itself, was 
a very personal moment for Fr Ken 
knowing the friendship of many, many 
years of these two priests. 

Emotions were expressed and tears 
shed as Fr Ken prostrated himself 

in humble service before Arch-
bishop Mark Coleridge, his  

numerous brother Bishops,  
Deacons, Priests, Parishioners, 

friends and hundreds of well  
wishers and especially his loving, 
proud and excited Mother and 

family members.   

The Litany of the Saints called 
upon to pray for our new Bishop 
was beautifully sung and a sacred 
time during Fr Ken’s prostration. 

In a consternation of mixed emo-
tions Burleigh Parish slowly came 
to terms with the fact that our Par-
ish Priest would be leaving his 
ministry with us to serve as Auxil-
iary Bishop of Brisbane. 

Nevertheless, it was important to 
be present to see the result of Fr 
Ken’s hard work coming to  
fruition as he received his Mitre 
and Crosier the hallmarks of the 
Order of Bishops and as Shepherd 
of his flock. 

The sacramental ceremony of  
ordination lasted almost three 
hours.  It was highlighted by the 
musical renditions of organ and 
choir and the many manly voices 
of the assembled ordained priests 
keeping faith with their new  
Bishop and the gathered assembly 
raising their voices in  
thanksgiving. 

The torrential rain was unrelent-
ing.  A sign of renewal of the earth 
and of our Archdiocese bringing 
forth new life in the ordination of 
Bishop Kenneth Michael Howell, 
Auxiliary Bishop of Brisbane 
Archdiocese. 

Fr Stanley Orji, now acting as  
Administrator of Burleigh Heads 
Parish, acclaimed to the reporter  
interviewing him from the  
Catholic Leader  

“Fr Ken definitely carries the 
Burleigh DNA” 

and so – be there no doubt –  

WE DO ACCLAIM FR KEN  
HOWELL as BISHOP KEN  
HOWELL OF BURLEIGH  

And so we returned home to the 
Gold Coast still bucketing down 
with rain. tired and fulfilled  
knowing we had been present at a 
great moment of history for  
Burleigh Heads Catholic Parish of 
the Infant Saviour. 

A time of great blessing for our 
parish; also a time of endorsement  

 

EPISCOPAL ORDINATION OF FR KEN HOWELL AS BISHOP 
OF BRISBANE ARCHDIOCESE 

as Mary, our Mother of Mercy, endows our new 
Church dedicated in Her name with this foremost of 
all blessings and graces calling Bishop Ken to  
continue his mission of divine service to our  
Archdiocese. 

We offer our congratulations, love and support to 
Bishop Ken as he enters into this new chapter of  
priestly life and ministry. 

Josee Hill—Deputy Chair. 
Burleigh Parish Pastoral Council 

Where 

it  

all  

began  

Bishop Ken returned to Burleigh Heads Parish to say-
Mass at the 5pm Mass at Calvary Miami on Saturday 
July 15th and on July 16th at Mary, Mother of Mercy 
Church for the 10am Mass.  Below a photograph was 
captured with Fr Stanley and others as he stayed on to 
socialise with the Parish community. 
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It’s the southeast part of Mary Mother of 

 Mercy Church for your new Parish Office. 

Anyone who has not had occasion to visit the new Parish Office and may be wondering 
where it is situated, will find it on the South East side of the new Mary, Mother of 
Mercy Church. 

This spacious new office gives our very helpful staff Patsy, Karen and Jim (pictured) a 
new look and much needed space than they previously had.  The pathway you see in the 
photograph to your left leads from the flat roadway entrance to the office through the 
first glass door on the south side.  As this Catholic Life Periodical goes to print there 
may be signage already present. 
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I was educated by the St Joseph Nuns 
and the Christian Bros in Penrith; 
then my family moved to Harbord 
near Manly. 

My formal training was in the Wool-
worth’s Management Training Scheme, 
leaving.  After some six years I moved 
on to become Lep Freight Forwarding’s 
Australian Assistant Manager.  My 
main goal in life was to travel, so I left a 
great position at Lep to go hitch hiking 
around the world mainly in South 
America, Central America and the 
USofA.  I immigrated to Canada for a 
year, moving on to live in England.  I 
worked in the steel mills in Sheffield, 
learning about specialised drilling steel 
and high carbon construction tools.  I 
had a job and vehicle waiting for me 
upon my return to Sydney, where I was 
employed to run the administration of a 
small Civil Engineering Equipment 
Company, which did very well.   

After 6 years I started my own  
Company and went into importing  
specialised Mining and Civil  
Engineering equipment from all around 
the world.  This meant frequent trips 
overseas to secure new business  
contacts.  I eventually bought out my 
former employers business.  I ran my 
Company Airdraulic Birco Group for 
some 18 years.  

I then sold the company, which is still 
trading today in several states.  I also 
had an Equipment Hire Company at 
Breakfast Creek, Brisbane; this too was 
sold.  I retired at the age of 47 to do  

charity work in the community and 
give back a little for my good  
fortune in life. 

I married a beautiful lady named 
Sirje (Syria) an Estonian from the 
lovely medieval city of Tallinn.  We 
were married in Lindfield, Sydney-
Parish and lived there for some 13 
years with our children Chris and 
Pia.  Sirje is Lutheran and only 
comes to our church for Christmas 
and funerals, sadly.  Chris is self 
employed doing landscape installa-
tions and is quite artistic with wood  

and paintings and has a lovely home in our Aus-
tinville Valley.  Chris is getting married this 
year.  Pia is beautiful and hasn’t as yet found a 
partner.  She lives in her Main Beach apartment 
on the Gold Coast.  Pia is a drafting  
engineer who plans all hydraulic pipe work for 
larger and tall buildings.  She does  
wedding makeups on the side and is also trained 
in Interior Design.   

We moved to the Gold Coast from Sydney in 
1993 to escape the congestion, pollution and to 
enable our 2 children to grow up as real Aussies 
and experience the real Australia and its wild 
life.  It’s hard to be Australian in  
Sydney these days. 

I joined St Vincent de Paul, Surfers  
Conference and over 10 years became 
President and then onto Regional President for 3 
years . 

After that, John Milsom and I spent ten years 
endeavouring to sort out homelessness on the 
Coast, through Vinnie’s, building a 27 home 
unit complex in Blyth St. Labrador for homeless 
men with children. 

A lot of red tape and hurdles to be overcome.  
Premier Anna Bligh at a local lunch meeting 
came to our aid with State money and with the 
help of the Neumann Concrete family and many 
others the project was built. 

I spent 15 years in Rotary in many positions as 
well as President in 2000.  Rotary just assists so 
many people in need too, with wonderful  
projects. 

Stephen Murray 
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St Veronica’s Welfare Committee 

St Veronica’s Welfare Committee was 
established back in 1956 by Eileen and 
Colin Bennett, parents of Bridget 
Delaney, one of our Burleigh Heads 
parishioners.  Over several years they 
organized barbeques, dances and soccer 
competitions to raise money.  A  
sponsorship scheme was suggested, 
eventually settling on India and Sri 
Lanka.  Selecting orphans at first, the 
Committee branched out to taking  
children in country towns where  
education was either not available or 
beyond the means of many families. 
From these humble beginnings, the 
Committee now sponsors over 1600 
children. 

The organisation of an Op Shop really 
gave the Committee an enormous 
boost.  All proceeds from the Op-Shop 
pay for maintenance accounts and the 
profit goes to sponsoring more children 
or projects to aid poor village people.  
The Op-Shop is manned by volunteers 
and all clerical work is done by  
volunteers. 

The $100 per year sponsorship 
subscription, (less than $2 per week), is 
not too great an impost for most of us 
living in Australia, being less than half 
the cost of a café coffee.  However, in 
struggling third World countries where 
families often exist on about $40 a 
month, $100 is an enormous assistance 
in the cost of education.  It pays for a 
uniform, books and school fees.  The 
money is collected two times a year and 
electronically sent to centres where it is 
then transferred to the schools, this 
work undertaken by Priests or Nuns 

A kitchen with a fly wired dining area in 
an orphanage meant the children no 
longer sat out in a dirt yard to eat meals. 

Some families were given money to  
repair roofs after the tsunami hit both 
Sri Lanka and India several years back.  
Some fishing boats also had funded  
repairs so the family continued to have 
an income. 

From the Committee, you receive a  
yearly financial and presidential report 
and several monthly reports  with photo-
graphs of children waiting for sponsors. 

“I was hungry and you fed me, I was naked 
and you clothed me.” 
                                               MATTHEW 25:35 

www.burleighheadscatholic.co

Phototgraphs  of the store in West 
End in Brisbane courtesy of their 
Website 

Sri Lankan Student helped by  St 
Veronicas 

Below: Restored building from 
funds raised by the Store. 

Sponsored Tertiary Education, which is 
a little more expensive, is vitally  
important as many of the students adopt 
the ideals of St Veronica and aid their 
villages as well as their families. 
Careers such as nursing, teaching,  
engineering and the religious life all 
offer opportunities to help impoverished 
communities. 

As well as the education sponsorship, St 
Veronica’s takes on special projects to 
help small villages.  People are asked to 
contribute if they wish. 

St Veronica’s has established wells or 
water tanks, saving women and  
children lengthy walks to rivers where 
the water was far from clean.  A goat 
scheme was so successful it was tried in 
several other small villages.  A chicken 
scheme was also very successful. 

Buildings in some orphanage schools 
have been built or renovated. 
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Margaret came to the  
Burleigh Heads church of St 
Benedict’s, several years ago, 
resulting in some sponsorship 
for students.  One such  
student has completed a  
nursing course from which 
she graduated last year. 

Colin Bennett died several 
years ago His wife Eileen, 
carried on the legacy and  
received the Medal of the 
Order of Australia in 1990 in 
recognition of her work.  On 
the 27th November, 2013 she 
passed away at the age do 92. 

These remarkable people have 
left a thriving legacy with 
over thirty volunteers, over 
900 sponsors and several 
thousand grateful children 
who are now adults, working 
in well-paid jobs which has 
lifted them and their families 
out of poverty. 

www.burleighheadscatholic.co

The Committee also report 
on projects that have been 
undertaken and any new  
appeals.  The Annual Report 
for 2016 also had several 
pictures of a Vocational 
Training Program and a 
Computer Education  
Program. 

One of the latest projects is a 
program in Sri Lanka to  
provide housing, equipment 
and facilities to enable slum 
dwellers to resettle and earn 
a living wage.   Another new 
project to be tried in small 
rural villages is that of rear-
ing pigs.  This also has been 
very successful.  Some  
sponsors have taken the  
opportunity to visit centres in 
India and Sri Lanka, often 
meeting students that they 
have sponsored. 

Sponsors receive a photo of 
their child, letters several 
times a year, usually written 
for them by a priest or nun 
until they have sufficient 
English to write for them-
selves, and they report on 
their visits with articles and 
pictures. 
 
St Veronica’s Welfare  
Committee celebrated its 
Diamond Jubilee last year 
and their Treasurer of 14 
years, Brian Menhinnit  
retired although still offering 
to help as a sponsor and 
mentor.  The President is 
Margaret Kerwin. 

Did you Know:  
Care & Concern 

Our new office adjacent to the Parish Office is 
now up and running.  Someone is there to take 
your call if you are a person in need of transport to 
a medical appointment.  Office hours are Tue Thur 
& Sat mornings only, from 9.30am to 11.30am,  
contact number  07 55766318. 

Executive Committee: Tom Burke  Chairperson 
    Di Taylor Secretary 
    Kerenne Kelly—Treasurer 
 
We are always on the lookout for new volunteers, particularly 
drivers.  If you would like to be part of this important Ministry 
within our Burleigh Heads Parish, a call to the Parish Office (07 
55766466) will put you in contact with one of our executives, 
who will be only too happy to welcome you aboard.  General 
Meetings are held at the Parish Community Hall on the last Friday 
of the months of Jan/Mar/May/Jul/Sep/Nov; see the  
Parish Newsletter for actual date and time.  All Welcome.  
   
 
September 5th is the anniversary of Mother Teresa, of  
Calcutta, now known in the Catholic Church as Saint Teresa 
of Calcutta, canonised by Pope Francis in 2016.  This will 
mark 20 years since her death.  Mother Teresa had many 
beautiful quotes one being:- It is not how much we do, but 
how much love we put in to what we do”. 

   
 
This year, Australia’s oldest Catholic Magazine “ANNALS” 
celebrates it 128th Birthday. Annals Australasia is an  
Australian magazine of Catholic Culture. 
 Originally titled Australian Annals of Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart, the magazine was established in 1889 by 
the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart in Randwick, New South 
Wales.  It is Australia's oldest continuously published magazine.  ]

In the mid-twentieth century, it regularly provided information on 
Catholic missions to Aboriginal Australia,[2] and the controversial 
articles of  Dr Leslie Rumble.[3] 
 The journal was renamed Annals Australia in the 1960s 
and Annals Australasia in the 1980s.  For most of the years since 
1964, it has been edited by Fr Paul Stenhouse MSC.[4] It is now 
published by the Sacred Heart Monastery at Kensington, New 
South Wales. 
Wikipedia website for further information 
   
 
As we await the arrival of our Parish Priest in November - 
Mountaineer Fr Morgan Blatt - Catholic Life congratulates 
Fr Stanley for his appointment as Administrator of our  
Parish.  Let’s support him in his efforts. 

Photo Left 
Bridget 
Delaney 
visiting the 
Op Shop 
at West 
End. 

 

 

Below 
bottom-
left:   
Typical 
orphanage 
school run 
by the 
Nuns in 
India 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missionaries_of_the_Sacred_Heart
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Randwick,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Randwick,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annals_Australasia#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annals_Australasia#cite_note-2
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/rumble-leslie-audoen-11584
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annals_Australasia#cite_note-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annals_Australasia#cite_note-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kensington,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kensington,_New_South_Wales
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https://m.youtube.com/watch?v= cyZAOIcSCrk  

Do you appreciate good music and wonderful choirs, youtube 
this! 

Mr Anthony Young (known to the Parish as every  
November he brings his St Laurence Middle School Choir to 
lead the 10am Mass at the Doyle Centre) wrote this song for his 
choir to perform at the combined Pemulwuy Male Voice  
festival and National Choral Fest 2017 in July.   This was the 
first time that the two conferences were combined and over 700 
conductors and singers came together from across the country 
and overseas.  The male voice festival was entitled “songs from 
the trenches” and each choir commissioned or performed work 
commemorating those who have fallen in battle.  The piece on  
youtube site was premiered at St. Ignatius Church Toowong in 
February by the alumni choir of St. Laurence’s college.  These 
“old boys” rehearse at St Laurence’s College for the first six 
weeks of Term 1 each year and perform an informal concert to 
raise funds for the Jesuit school in Myanmar.    Congratulations 
must also go to Anthony on being awarded his PhD.  His re-
search investigated ways to improve the attitude of boys to 
singing in classroom music in the first year of secondary 
school. 

 
Big claim here - as of 11:47am 6th July, 2017  
I am the first Australian (and one of very few  
people in the world) and the first priest, to 
have climbed (and celebrated Mass) on the 
highest mountain of every core country of  
Europe (plus a few other places). My last peak 
was Bulgaria. I give thanks to God for His 
care and strength and to Archbishop Mark for  

allowing me to take long service to enable me to complete 
this. Thank you to all for your prayers especially my family 
and friends.—Fr Morgan Batt PP Elect  Burleigh Heads 
Catholic Parish. 
 
Catholic Life says THANK YOU to Mrs Sue Thomas for all 
her work in the Sacramental Program, and welcomes the 
new face of the programme Mrs Angela Williams. 

A little bit of news from Mary, Mother of Mercy  
FRIDAY NOON MASSES. 

A wonderful new tradition is evolving at our Friday midday 
Masses at Mary, Mother of Mercy Church.  During school 
terms Marymount Primary School children enter in two by two 
formation to attend midday Mass.  There are generally at least 
two classes present together with their teachers.  It is a great joy 
and blessing for the assembled parishioners to see children fill-
ing the pews and to hear these young children join in some of 
the Mass responses, the Lord’s Prayer and of course seeing the 
little ones take up the Offertory gifts. 
 On another occasion Mary, Mother of Mercy Church 
was completely filled with Marymount College students who 
had enjoyed an overnight pyjama party (for charity) sleepout at 
the College.  Again it was pleasing to observe the large  
number of students who presented themselves for Holy  
Communion as well as many other students who presented 
themselves for a blessing.  
 A great highlight had to be Fr Stanley as he walked, 
prayed, talked and became one with them all.  They were de-
lighted and as one young man (dressed in his pink PJ’s and 
Mum’s Pink Dressing Gown) remarked as he left Mass “That 
is the best Mass I have ever been to”. 
 Parishioners present endorsed his claim.  It was special 
for all present.  Mary, our Mother of Mercy continues to bless 
her new home TRIPLE MMM Church with beautiful surprises. 
 Congratulations to all Marymount teachers who take 
responsibility to enrich the faith of our young Marymount  
children and students.  

A little bit of News 

In November  2016, the 
Parish implemented the 
revised Archdiocesan  
Sacramental Policy.  This 
policy was the result of 
consultation across the 
Archdiocese regarding the 
preparation of baptised 
children for the sacraments 
of Confirmation, First  
Holy Communion and  
Penance.  
  

It was identified that there was a 
need to separate the preparation 
for these sacraments. It is now  
suggested that preparation for 
Confirmation starts in Year 3, 
First Holy Communion in Year 
4, and the sacrament of Penance 
in Year 5. 

Over 130 children celebrated 
Confirmation and over 90 their 
First Holy Communion. The 
difference in numbers reflects 
the transient nature of our  
Parish.  The feedback from fam-
ilies has been positive.  During 
each process, parents attended 
an  
information session, and  
parents and children met in 
small groups once a week for 
four input sessions.  Each week-
end during the Parish Masses 
there were presentations and 
blessings for the children. 

The content of the workbooks 
used, from Liturgy Brisbane and 
Evangelisation Brisbane, re-
flects our theology and  
experience of a loving and  
merciful God, who we come to 
know both through the person of 
Jesus and our lived experience 
of the mutuality of loving and 
respectful relationships with 
others, rather than focusing on 
law and sinfulness.  

The Liturgy of Light from  
Catechesis of the Good Shep-
herd (Atrium) just prior to  
celebrating Confirmation and a 
Liturgy of God’s Mercy just 
prior to First Eucharist were a 
spiritual preparation through 
gentle reflective rituals and  
enhanced the sacramental  
celebrations. 

The Archdiocesan Safe Guard-
ing Children and Vulnerable 
Adults Policy was a point of  
 

Reference in discontinuing the 
sheets which in previous years 
had photos and details of the 
children pinned on the walls of 
each Mass centre.  Disappoint-
ment, disagreement and a lack of 
understanding was expressed 
around this decision.  Our high-
est priority is the safe care and 
protection of our children, as we 
have no control over who access-
es this information when it is put 
in the public space. Another  
concern expressed was the  
diminished number of families  
celebrating Communion at 
Miami, Palm Beach and Burleigh 
Heads. The process reflected the 
desires of families, who them-
selves chose which Masses to 
attend.  A majority of families 
felt a connection to Mary Mother 
of Mercy, mainly due to its  
proximity to Marymount Primary 
School, whilst the offering of the 
small group meeting after the 
8.30am Sunday Mass at St  
Benedict’s, Mudgeeraba created 
the connection for families with 
this community.  

Parents were overwhelmingly 

appreciative of the hospitality 
shown by the small group  

facilitators.  

I take this opportunity to thank 
them, and all who were involved 

in providing the welcoming and 
hospitality for the various cele-

brations. Thanks to the parish 
choir for their generosity of time 
in providing the music ministry 

for the Confirmation ceremonies. 
On behalf of Bishop Ken,  

Fr Stanley and Fr Dantus,  
I would also like to take this 

 opportunity to thank Margaret 
Costigan from the Palm Beach 
Community and Beth Finnan 

from the Marymount  
Community, both of whom  

retired from the Sacramental 
Program during the past 12 

months.  Beth and Margaret have 
given generously of their time in 
assisting the preparation of  

children and their families, and 
we thank them very sincerely.  

from  Mrs Sue Thomas  

Sacramental Coordintor 

The Revise Archdiocesan  

Sacramental Policy. 

www.burleighheadscatholic.co

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=cyZAOIcSCrk
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Out and about the Parish 

Margaret Dunshea was 
able to bring Jim O’Brien, 
(formerly a regular at 
Palm Beach) along to have 
a ‘look see’.  Jim will be 
101 later this year. 
  

After viewing the Church, 
Columbarium and new 
Office our guests gathered 
in the Community room 
for a beautiful morning 
tea. 
  

Many thanks go to Kerri 
Uridge and Kim Ingram, 
who managed to set up the 
tea room, where  morning 
tea was served with a  
wide selection of cakes 
and goodies.  It was 
appreciated by the  
visitors.  Thanks must also 
go to Lesley Clark who 
came along to help in the 
area of hospitality.  
  

The day was made even 
more special with the at-
tendance of some of our 
little prep and grade one 
children from Marymount.  
We oldies were delighted 
with their company.  
Thank you so much Maree 
Wright for bringing the 
children to share the  
morning.  
 

Tour of Mary, Mother of 
Mercy Church. 

  from Jan Zimmerman 

On Monday 8th May we 

were privileged to show 
off our beautiful Mary, 
Mother of Mercy Church, 
to some residents of The 
Terraces Aged Care  
facility. 
(Mass is celebrated at the 
Terraces twice a year.)   

Roger Munsie, Jane  
Wilson and Jan Zimmer-
man had told them all so 
much about the Church 
that they really wanted to 
see for themselves, and 
they were not disappoint-
ed. 
  

Several of the residents 
have close ties with the 
Burleigh Parish.  Pat Moy, 
a regular at the Miami 
Vigil, Maureen and 
Claude Hayson who were 
instrumental in the  
founding of Mudgeeraba 
Church and still attend 
Mass there on Sundays, 
Geoff Smith, father of 
Robert Smith from Miami  
Faye Kassulke, sister in 
law of Terry and Annette 
Kassulke from Miami.  It 
was also a bonus for us that 
 

www.burleighheadscatholic.co

The 27th Annual Filipino Day Sunday 9th July saw the 27th Annual Philippine Festival commence at 

Broadwater Parkland with the Santacruzan Procession.  An 11a.m Holy Mass was said and presided over by Father Terence Nueva with 
Fr. Jan Bialsiewicz as Co-celebrant.  From midday till 4.30pm there was non-stop entertainment with lead singers “The Lions Den 
(Daniel Mallari, Joel Gonzales and Lloyd Saniel) and  other singers together with Fil-Aust dancers, and a Fashion Show.  Other stunning 
performances came from Popera Classics/Volcalists Bernadetter Fisher and Lucy McIntosh. 
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I am Yalda from Afghanistan.  I left Afghanistan when I was 8 years old 
and lived in Iran for about ten years.  In 2005 my family and I came to 
Australia as a refugee to have a better life and future.  Right now, I'm 
working as an education support worker, have bought my first car and 
my first house in my life in Australia.  If I was living in Afghanistan or 
Iran I would never ever have had these.  I married my husband, Farshid, 
in 2016 and at the end of 2016 God give me a lovely girl whom we 
named Kosar.  Now she is 8 months old.  I'm hoping when Kosar grows 
up that she will be someone who will always be proud of herself and be 
happy.  Thank you for making us feel so welcome.  

Yalda and Kosar were among 140 refugees from Syria, Afghanistan, 
Iran, Iraq, Somalia, Rwanda and Myanmar who attended the 15th Annual 

Refugee and Migrant picnic at Tallebudgera Creek arranged by the In-
fant Saviour Conference of St Vincent de Paul at Burleigh Heads.  It was 

planned in collaboration with the Refugee and Migration Conference in 
Logan.  Our aim is to make these people feel welcome, to give our own 

community the opportunity to get to know these new Australians person-
ally, to introduce them to an important part that beach life plays within 

our Australian way of life and to introduce them to our life savers and 
water safety.  

Thank you Skye Bond for again organising volunteers from several local 
Life Saving Clubs.  Without their generous gift of time and effort, the 
day would not have been successful.  Thanks must also go to the  
Neptune Club for again making available their facility. It was quite  
obvious from the smiling faces that appreciated your friendliness and the 
opportunity to enjoy the water. 

This is a wide community activity, and on behalf of our guests we also 
thank the Marymount Schools for providing the tents, BBQ and tables. 
Since many of these new Australians do not possess beach wear and 
beach toys, we thank Marymount families for donating these.  We can 
always count on our wonderful schools, its students, families and  
teachers for their generous support and we hope that you all enjoyed 
making some new friends. 

Of course we must not forget our Vincentians who again proved that we 
as Australians are a warm and welcoming people who reach out to those 

less fortunate then themselves and do their part to give them hope and a 
new start.  

THE 2017 VINNIES REFUGEE PICNIC 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au      

Happy 30th Birthday to  

Rosies Gold Coast branch 

ROSIES Gold Coast is where it all started back in 1987. Today our street vans provide outreach 

services from Southport through to Nerang. Our team has a presence in Southport at the drop in centre 
and the courts.  The drop in centre also provide BBQ breakfast twice a week and BBQ lunch once a 
week. Our branch regularly needs non-perishable Food Parcel Items (Gold Coast Branch Only). 

THEIR MISSION : Rosies is a community of people sharing the Oblate spirit of 
daring.  Inspired by the Gospel, Rosies reaches out to those most abandoned, to 
be present with them, offering them experience of community and belonging. 

ROSIES PRAYER—O Jesus, make our hearts so human, that others may feel at home with us, so like Yours.  That others may 
feel at home with You.  So forgetful of self that we might simply become the place where You and they meet.  In the power of 
Your Love and the joy of Your friendship, Amen.  check them out on google or their FACEBOOK Page. 

http://rosies.org.au/beta/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Donation-Sheet-Food-Parcel-Items-Gold-Coast-Branch-Only.pdf
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Marymount Primary School 

After 41 years of  
dedicated service, we 
blessed and said fare-
well to John Jensen.  

We give thanks to God 
for the gifts John 
brought to Marymount 
Primary and Catholic 
Education and wish him 
well on his retirement.  
May God bless you, be 
near you, shine down 
upon you and be with 
you wherever you go. 

Blessing and 

Farewell to  

John Jensen 

Visit from Sr Mary Goretti 

We were privileged to have a visit from Sr Mary from Uganda.  

David McGovern and Jessica Laidler from Catholic Mission  
accompanied Sr Mary and joined our Prep children for a liturgy in 
Mary, Mother of Mercy Church with Fr Dantus.  Sr Mary was 
moved as the children sung, ‘I Sing to Mary.’  Sr Mary is from 
the order of the Daughters of Mary.  Catholic Mission sponsored 
her first visit to Australia.  Sr Mary works in health care in  
Uganda and spoke with some of the children about the challenges 
young mothers and sick children face to get to a hospital to 
 receive medical care.  

National Reconciliation Week 

A Year Five class led us in prayer as we prayed for reconciliation and celebrated Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples and their cultures.  Uncle Allen, a Minjungbal elder, began the reconciliation  
assembly with a Smoking Ceremony and Welcome to Country.  

The Marymount community gathered on the lawn outside the Doyle Centre for this ancient rite, whereby 
through ceremony, the land and ourselves were cleansed. Leaves were gathered from Marymount to use in 
the ceremony and the children then proceeded respectively through the cleansing smoke into the Doyle  
Centre.  

Mia Birtwistle, Lily 
O’Shea, Holly 
McLintock, Ben  
Edwards and Callum 
Arthur represented Mary-
mount Primary along with 
College students at the  
episcopal ordination of  

Bishop Ken.Howell.  Ben 
Edwards along with  
Rachel from the college 

presented the crozier to 
Archbishop Mark Cole-
ridge to give to Bishop 
Ken.  This was a memo-
rial day for the staff and 
students who were privi-
leged to attend and our 
prayerful support is ex-
tended to Bishop Ken in 
his responsibilities of 
Auxiliary Bishop in the 
Archdiocese.  

Episcopal  
Ordination of Bishop Ken Howell 
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Residents from the 

Terraces Aged Care at 
Varsity Lakes,  which 
is a sister facility to 
Sandbrook at 
Treetops, visitedMary, 
Mother of Mercy 
Church.  Six of our 
students joined the 
residents afterwards 
for morning tea in the 
Community Centre.  
The children interact-
ed by telling stories 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au      

Visit from Terraces Aged 

Care Facility 

of Marymount Primary, 
listening to stories from 
the residents.  The  
connection between 
Marymount Primary and 
Ozanam Villa was  
established many years 
ago.  
The building of Mary, 
Mother of Mercy 
Church hopefully, has 
now been extended to 
these other aged care 
facilities.  

As the church celebrated the feast of “The Most Holy Body and Blood of 

the Lord,” 78 of our Year 4 students celebrated their First Holy Communion 
with their families and the parish community.  Congratulations and our prayer-
ful support from the Marymount community is extended to all the children 
who completed their final Sacrament of Initiation .  May they continue to be 
nourished each week in the Eucharist, developing a deeper relationship with 
Jesus in their lives. 

FIRST HOLY EUCHARIST 
Marymount Primary School 

Once again St Benedict’s celebrated their patron Saint with a  
sausage sizzle, cake and a cuppa.  

The children had games despite the wet car park and lots of sweets 
were consumed by both winners and triers.  

Many thanks to those who donated the sausages, the cake, and their 
time and expertise.  I can vouch for the tasty sausages and 
 people lined up for seconds! 


