
Parish Weekly Diary.... 

 
Monday, 12 December 
7.00am  Mass  - Burleigh Heads 
9.00am  Mass  - Miami 
5.30pm  Sung Evening Prayer - Burleigh Heads 
 
Tuesday, 13 December 
7.00am  Mass  - Burleigh Heads 
 
Wednesday, 14 December 
7.00am  Mass  - Miami 
9.30am  Mass  - Ozanam Villa 
5.30pm  Mass  - Palm Beach 
 
Thursday, 15 December 
7.00am  Mass  - Burleigh Heads 
5.15pm  Mass  - Mudgeeraba 

  
Friday,  16 December 
9.00am  Mass  -  Robina Hospital 
10.00am Second Rite of Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
12 noon Mass   - Miami 
 
Saturday, 17 December 
8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
11.00am Sacrament of Mercy - Miami 
5.00pm  Sacrament of Mercy - Palm Beach 
5.15pm  Sacrament of Mercy - Burleigh Heads 
 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Sat 5.00pm  Mass  - Miami 
Sat 6.00pm  Mass  - Palm Beach 
Sat 6.15pm  Mass  - Burleigh Heads 
 
SUNDAY, 18 December 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
7.00am  Mass  - Burleigh Heads 
7.00am  Mass  - Palm Beach 
8.30am  Mass  - Miami 
8.30am  Mass  - Mudgeeraba 
10.00am Mass  -  Doyle Centre, Marymount 
          followed by Farewell Morning Tea  
            for Fr Stephen Camiolo 
5.30pm  Mass  - Doyle Centre, Marymount 
 
MASS TIMES are available on our Website - 
www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au/Masstimes 

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION:  
We welcome our visitors and ask all to respect the 

Universal Church practice of receiving the Lord’s Body 

and Blood:  the Body of Christ is received on the hand or 

the tongue and the Blood of Christ is received by drinking 

from the chalice.  We kindly ask you to refrain from 

dipping the host into the chalice if this is your custom. 

PARISH OFFICE:  Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
Office 5 Executive Place, 2 Executive Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
Fax:      5576 7143 
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Ken Howell - Parish Pastor      
Fr Dantus Thottathil, MCBS - Associate Pastor  
Fr Stephen Camiolo  -  Associate Pastor 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Mr Jim Littlefield  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au  

GOD LOVES YOU AND GAVE HIMSELF FOR YOU 
 
At this time of the year, many of our thoughts are on gifts. What gifts we will 
give and what gifts others will give to us. Yet, we often forget the greatest 
gift ever given to us: God’s loving mercy. None of us deserve to be the 
sons and daughters of the Heavenly Father. Yet, that is what we are. God 
has given us a dignity that does not come from stylish fashions, expensive 
jewellery or the latest technology. The dignity we have comes from His 
love. How can we possibly give back to God a gift of equal value? We 
cannot. But we can pledge this Advent season to pass the gift of love on to 
others who may not be as well aware of God’s love in their lives as we are. 
 
With a rose candle in the Advent wreath, the third week is a time to start 
feeling the joy of Christmas. However, it is hard to feel true joy if our hearts 
are cold with bitterness or resentment. One of the important steps to both 
joy and peace is to forgive. Forgiving is not easy. For some crazy reason, 
we like to hang on to our anger and hurt. However, carrying this baggage is 
no way to approach the Christ Child in the manger. Our Advent season 
should be a time to embrace merciful forgiveness.  
 
Often, the first person we must forgive is ourselves. We must stop 
concentrating on our past mistakes, shortcomings and weaknesses. A 
merciful God loves and forgives us for all of this. When we are able to 
forgive ourselves, we are then more able to forgive others.  
 
Whether we need to forgive a family member, friend, co-worker, neighbour, 
past acquaintance, stranger or society, now is the time to do it. It is not 
always necessary for us to actually confront the one we need to forgive. In 
fact, bringing up old pain can sometimes be more harmful than helpful. We 
just need to resolve to set aside our anger and replace it with love, mercy 
and compassion. This simple decision can flood our hearts with joy.  
 
Christmas is often a time of reciprocal giving. We give gifts to others, and 
they give gifts to us. It is supposed to be a sign of love, but often it is more 
a sign of obligation. Yet, the best gift-giving is when we can give without 
expecting anything in return. This is how God gives to us, and this is how 
He expects us to give to others.  
 
From the moment of our birth, God has showered us with gifts that we do 
not deserve and can never repay. And on Christmas, we are reminded of 
the greatest gift of all. God does not expect us to give Him anything in 
return. Just as His gifts flow down upon us, we are called to let our gifts 
flow down upon those who can give us nothing in return. 
 
Every Christmas is a reminder of God’s eternal love for me, for you, and for 
the whole world. Christmas provides a wonderful opportunity for us to join 
with God in giving to the world. The most precious gifts we can give to our 
family, our children, our friends, each other and even those whom we do 
not know, are those gifts that let others share in God’s Gift – His glory, His 
peace, His beloved Son so that whosoever believes shall not perish, but 
will have eternal life. 
 
Fr DantusThottathil 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 11 December, 2016 

 
Year A:  Is 35:1-6,10;  James 5:7-10;  Mt 11:2-11 

BURLEIGH HEADS CATHOLIC PARISH 
 

 PALM BEACH, Our Lady of the Way Church - Eleventh Ave, Palm Beach 

 MIAMI, Calvary Church - Santa Monica Rd, Miami 

 MUDGEERABA, St. Benedict's Church - Wallaby Dr, Mudgeeraba 

 BURLEIGH HEADS COMMUNITIES   
   - Burleigh Heads - INFANT SAVIOUR CHURCH, Park Av, Burleigh Heads 
   - Burleigh Waters - Marymount College, Reedy Creek Rd, Burleigh Waters 



Like most Australians, I have been appalled and distressed by the 

revelations before the Royal Commission into Institutional 

Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. I hope this five year royal 

commission is able to provide solutions so that institutions are made 

safe places for children. 
 
I am one of those Catholics who has been rocked by the 

disproportionate number of victims whose assailants have been 

members of my church in positions of trust.... It's now clear that 

prior to 1996, most institutions, including churches, police forces 

and state child welfare agencies, were insufficiently attentive to the 

signs of predatory behaviour by paedophiles. 
 
Prior to 1996, the Catholic Church was a closed, hierarchical, 

opaque organisation administered by bishops who were more like 

feudal princes than modern accountable managers. The clericalist 

mindset of a celibate male clergy compounded the vulnerability of 

children preyed upon by church personnel. 
 
Understandably the royal commission wants to recommend 

procedures and safeguards for all institutions which deal with 

children. ... Given the separation of church and state, the royal 

commission is not in a position to prescribe changes to church 

teaching, discipline or structures. But it is in a position to prescribe 

minimum standards of accountability, transparency and training........ 

Understandably the royal commission is wanting to look into any 

distinctively Catholic practice or structure to assess whether it has 

contributed to the likelihood of increased child sexual abuse — 

either because it compounds the likelihood of a person offending, or 

more probably, because it compounds the likelihood of those in 

authority not taking appropriate corrective action when abuse is first 

reported or suspected. 
 
One distinctively Catholic practice is personal confession in which 

an individual confesses to God their sins and seeks forgiveness in 

the presence of and at the hands of a priest. Some groups and 

individuals are proposing to the royal commission that the seal of 

the confessional no longer be inviolable. They point to legislative 

changes in Ireland which require a priest to report to police what he 

learns in the confessional if the confessed sin is child sexual abuse. 
 
Catholic priests are bound by the Church's Code of Canon Law 

which provides: 'The sacramental seal is inviolable; therefore it is 

absolutely forbidden for a confessor to betray in any way a penitent 

in words or in any manner and for any reason. A confessor is 

prohibited completely from using knowledge acquired from 

confession to the detriment of the penitent even when any danger of 

revelation is excluded.' 
 
The inviolability of the confessional was last comprehensively 

considered in 2012 by the Protecting Victoria's Vulnerable Children 

Inquiry which was chaired by retired Victorian Supreme Court 

Judge Philip Cummins. That commission recommended, 'An 

exemption for information received during the rite of confession 

should be made.' The report noted: 'a statutory exemption to the 

reporting duty should be provided in relation to information received 

during a religious confession. In Victoria, information revealed 

during religious confessions is considered privileged when admitting 

evidence before courts.' 
 
Then Victorian Premier Ted Baillieu ruled out changes to the seal of 

the confessional. He said members of the Inquiry 'all concluded that 

the sanctity of the confessional should remain. I think that's a 

powerful argument.' I am convinced that the seal of the confessional 

is a red herring when it comes to protecting vulnerable children. 
 
I have been a priest for 31 years. I help out in a Canberra parish 

where mass attendance is still very high. But I can count on the 

fingers of two hands the number of parishioners who present for 

confession on any Saturday evening before mass. In 31 years, I have 

not had one single person confess to paedophilia whether in an 

institution or within their own family. Paedophiles tend to be 

secretive and manipulative. They don't come to confession. I am not 

aware of the royal commission having heard evidence of 

paedophiles regularly confessing their egregious sins and being left 

undetected. If the law were changed to mandate reporting of 

paedophilia confessed to a priest in the sacrament, the only effect 

would be to ensure that no paedophile ever approached the 

confessional. The suggested legal change would be counter-

productive. 
 
I was a priest in Kings Cross for many years. On one occasion a 

person came to confession and confessed to murder. I did not go to 

the police. I did not know who the confessing person behind the 

screen was. I did not know the identity of the victim. I did not know 

when the offence was committed. I did not know in which 

jurisdiction it was committed. I had no right to know, and no duty to 

inquire. I had no idea whether the person had in fact committed a 

murder or some lesser offence. Imagine going up the road and 

reporting these details at the Kings Cross police station. 
 
If a paedophile were to present at confession telling me that he or 

she had assaulted a child, I would stipulate as part of the penance 

that the person report the matter to police and take some steps to 

receive treatment and counselling. If they were unwilling to do so, I 

would deny absolution. But I would not breach the seal of the 

confessional. 

Often when hearing a confession, a priest will have no way of 

identifying a victim. He will have no idea of the date of any offence; 

it may have occurred decades ago. He will have no idea of where 

any offence was committed; it might have been Parramatta, but then 

again it might have been Paris or Parabadoo. 
 
If the only information available were from the confessional, 

chances are that it will be information which is useless to police or 

child protection officers. If confessional reporting were mandatory, 

chances are that the perpetrator would simply not come to 

confession. So even in brute consequentialist terms, there is no point 

in making confession reportable to the police. If it were mandatory 

for everyone to report, paedophiles and perpetrators of domestic 

violence would be left with no one to speak to. 
 
Most, if not all priests, would prefer to go to jail than disclose 

material from confession which could 'betray in any way a penitent 

in words or in any manner and for any reason' even if the penitent be 

a child molester, a murderer or a terrorist. And that's not because we 

don't feel compassion for children or other innocent persons. We 

respect the sacredness of the sacrament where the penitent and God 

relate in the presence of the priest. 
 
Kids will be better protected in future if we put to one side the 

furphy about the seal of the confessional and address the real 

questions about uniform mandatory reporting and clear guidelines 

for reporting any suspected serious crime. 
 
The difficult case for a confessor would be when the penitent 

expresses contrition for having taken action aimed at harming 

innocent persons in the future, not when the penitent presents 

confessing past sins such as paedophilia. Were a penitent to confess 

that he had planted a bomb which might harm the innocent in future, 

I would deny absolution unless the penitent undertook to disarm the 

bomb and I would do all in my power to report information to the 

police to save those lives in danger, but I would not disclose the 

identity of the penitent. 
 
A priest should never be required to disclose anything heard under 

the seal of the confessional. The state has the same right to regulate 

matters for a priest outside the confessional as to regulate matters for 

all other citizens outside the confessional. Not one child will be 

saved by abolishing the seal of the confessional. With the seal intact, 

the occasional paedophile might find a listening ear to assist with the 

decision to turn himself in. With the seal breached by law, 

confession will be unavailable to careful serious offenders except at 

the hands of those priests who have declared that they will 

conscientiously refuse to comply with the law. The royal 

commission needs to focus on those changes which it can effect and 

which could make a real difference in protecting children. 
 
Frank Brennan is a Jesuit priest and professor of law at Australian Catholic 
University. This article appeared in Eureka Street last Wednesday. 

Why the seal of the confessional should remain in tact    Fr Frank Brennan 



SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for 
Michael Allan, Deanne Allul, Gail 
Andrews, Ngoc Diep Armstrong, Patricia 
Ashton, Taylor Austin, Glenys Bailey, 
Margaret Badke, John Beatie, 
Demosthenes Baldovino, Elizabeth 
Boase, Leigh Boulcher, John Boyes, Fr 
Tom Breen, Bruce Brew, Sylvia Brewer, 
Jacob Burgstaller, Lily Burgstaller, James 
Burke, Deborah Campani, John Camiolo, 
Annette Castle, Madeline Church, Carmel 
Clifford, Maryanne Condon, John 
Costigan, Chris Curran, Neville Daley, 
Graham Delahunty, Thomas Delany, 
Edna Devlin, Joseph Dick, Patricia 
Dowling, Vikki Dwyer, Fr Des Fitzgerald, 
Rita Formosa, Des Fox, Lance Fry, 
Norma Greenland, Geromy Grima, Fred 
Grioli, Viviane Haddad, Soakimi 
Halavatau, Hazel Harvey, Robert Harvey, 
Vera Havlik, Cheryl Hingerty, Jean Hokin, 
Patricia Holmes, Angelika Huber, Norman 
Ingle, Annette Kassulke, Margaret 
Kennedy, Paul Mason, Denis McEnery, 
Anne McInnes, Patrick McMahon, Carmel 
Meldon, Mary Menso (Littlefield), Betty 
Murdoch, Jacquie Murphy, June Newdick, 
Damian Normice, Mary Nutter, Heather 
Oakes, Mary O'Brien, Paul O'Connor, 
Eileen O’Neill, Phil O'Neill, Michael Onn, 
Sean O’Reilly, Maureen O’Sullivan, Noel 
O’Sullivan, Anne Owens, Joan Parker, 
Mike Parker, Eugene Paul, Anna Pereira, 
Danny Ricciuti, Peter Reid, Lance 
Robinson, Reg Rowan, Peter Ryan, Edna 
Ryding, Dennis Samson, Lito Santos, 
Helene Scarff, Lina Schembri, Bernie 
Seeto, William Sheehan, Pacing Soriano, 
Isaac Stafrace, Andrew Supple, Carmel 
Taylor, Lisa Taylor, Fr Keith Teefey, 
Nemcio Toledo, Lena and Frank Usaj, 
Gerald Vanrongen, John Walker, Sylvia 
Wesley, Dan Wilson, Graham Zendler, 
Norah Zipf, the sick of our Parish and all 
in need of God’s healing Spirit.  

BAPTISMS 
We welcome to our faith community 
Chelsea Nora Harrison, Macy McKay 
(Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach) Dylan 
James Clark, Quinlan Edith Clark, 
Evelyn Chloe Cooper, Paige Jennifer 
Gorman (Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads) 
Ashton Jose Espiritu-Williams (St 

Benedict's, Mudgeeraba) who were 
baptised last week. 

Parish News and Happenings 

 FEAST OF THE DEDICATION OF 
INFANT SAVIOUR CHURCH - 12 
December.  Each year, on the anniversary 
of the Dedication of a church, Mass is 
celebrated to recall the solemn dedication 
of the sacred space.  Mass will be 
celebrated at 7am on Monday at Infant 
Saviour to celebrate this solemnity.  Very 
strong encouragement to "regular" 
parishioners of Infant Saviour to participate.  
All welcome. 

 

 FR STEPHEN CAMIOLO leaves us on 
8 January.  His Farewell Morning Tea will 
take place after the 10am Doyle Centre 
Mass on Sunday 18 December.  Please 
bring a plate to share.  "Thank you" gift 
envelopes are available at the door of all 
churches today.   

 

 Tickets in the CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 
conducted by CWL will be on sale at all 
churches this weekend.  Tickets $1 each. 
1st prize  -  Television 
2nd prize -  Food hamper 
3rd prize  -  Basket of goodies 
4th prize  -  Crochet rug 
5th prize  -  Box of toiletries 

 

 The GIFTING TREE helps St Vincent de 
Paul to fill Christmas stockings for local 
needy families.  Please take one of the 
tokens attached to the tree and leave your 
gift at its base when you are ready.  
Vouchers suited to teenagers are 
particularly welcome. 

 

 SACRAMENT OF PENANCE - Please 
see times for the Communal Penance 
celebrations [according to the 2nd Rite - 
communal with individual confession and 
absolution].  Also there will be Individual 
Penance on Saturday 18 and 24 
December at Miami at 11am.  {please note 
that the regular Saturday evening session 
of confession will not be able to be offered 
on 24 December.} 

 

 SUNG EVENING PRAYER FOR 
ADVENT - Mondays, 5.30pm, Infant 
Saviour Church.  All welcome.  

 
 PIETY STALL VOLUNTEER is needed for 

the 8.30am Mass at Miami for the piety 
stall.  A regular commitment of about 20 
minutes before and after Mass would be 
ideal.  If you are interested, please contact 
Rex Bransdon, 5535 2485. 

DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the 
recently deceased and for friends and 
relatives whose anniversaries occur 

about this time:  Carmena Azzopardi, 
John Azzopardi, Ray Cook, Rose Russo, 
deceased members of Cook, Taylor and 
Varcoe families.  

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

   PLANNED GIVING LAST WEEK -    
 CODE:   = very good; 

       = good;   

       = hangin’ in there; 

       = help!   

Planned Giving roster this week: Burleigh 

Christmas Mass Times 

Saturday 24 December Sunday 25 December 

5pm Calvary Church, Miami 7am Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads 

5pm St Benedict’s, Mudgeeraba 7am Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach 

6pm Doyle Centre, Marymount 8.30am Calvary Church, Miami 

6pm Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach 8.30am St Benedict’s, Mudgeeraba 

7.30pm Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads 10am Doyle Centre, Marymount 

Midnight Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads   ** PLEASE NOTE:  NO 5.30pm Mass 

Second Rite of Reconciliation 
 

Palm Beach - Friday 16 December, 10am 

Mudgeeraba - Monday 19 December, 7pm 

Miami - Tuesday 20 December, 12 noon 

Burleigh Heads - Wednesday 21 December, 6pm 

MARY, MOTHER OF MERCY CHURCH 
 
“Our claim to be Jesus’ followers stands or falls on whether we are Christlike in our conduct”    
 
School has finished, and the pace of work seems to quicken. Things must get done before 

Christmas.  As we prepare to celebrate our Saviour’s birth, we also prepare in many ways for the 

end of the old year and the coming of the new.   At our building site – the pace has stepped up 

with many tradespeople on site working on a multitude of tasks to progress towards completion 

of the contract in just seven weeks with a two week shutdown in the middle.  
 
Amidst all this busy activity you are asked not to lose sight of our Mary Mother of Mercy Church 

project and the need to get it completed and paid for.  Every donation, no matter how small 

helps towards this end.   
 
As a parish community we can be persistent and patient in keeping our Appeal brochures, and 

envelopes prominent on the seats and in our Churches.  As visitors arrive we can show them and 

talk about our new Church.  Some are being asked to help with leaflet handout and a coin drop 

collection after our Christmas masses when we will welcome large numbers of visitors.  Some will 

have received letters in November and may be followed up with a call.  Now might be the time 

to ask yourself if you can help our appeal in any way.    And we can all talk about our new Church 

with pride and anticipation to visitors and those we meet.  Above all let us show unfailing 

goodwill towards our project and all who are working for it in any way.  



Used with permission  Word of Life International - Licence No. 1090 

A VOCATION VIEW     
"As your models in suffering hardships and in patience, friend, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord." (James 5:10)   
A vocation is responding to the call of God. 

 
Vocation Office:  1300 133 544         
vocation@bne.catholic.net.au       
www.bne.catholic.net.au/vocations 

Next week’s readings:  Is 7:10-14;   Rom 1:1-7;   Mt 1:18-24 

Liturgical Music for Third Sunday of Advent 

INTRODUCTORY RITES:   
 
Gathering:     
 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 
O come, O day-spring, come and cheer 
our spirits by your advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
and death's dark shadows put to flight. 
 
  Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel 
  shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
O come, desire of nations, bind 
in one the hearts of human-kind. 
Bid ev'ry sad division cease 
and be yourself our Prince of Peace. 
 
Lighting of Advent Candle: 
 
Response:  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD:   
 
Psalm Response:  

© 2012, Amanda McKenna, Willow Publishing 
 

Gospel Acclamation: 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

King of David  -  Alleluia - Son of Mary - Maranatha! 
Promised Saviour - Alleluia - True Messiah - Maranatha! 
Cry of Prophets - Alleluia - Hope of ages - Maranatha! 

 
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST: 
 
Acclamation:     
 
Save us, Saviour of the world, 
for by your cross and resurrection 
you have set us free. 

  

Word we long  for     -    Al - le  lu - ia, 

Word we thirst for.      Ma-ra-na-tha 

 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST: 
 
Communion:     
 
Open My Eyes, Lord 
 
Open my eyes, Lord.  Help me to see your face. 
Open my eyes, Lord.  Help me to see. 
 
Open my ears, Lord.  Help me to hear your voice. 
Open my ears, Lord.  Help me to hear. 
 
Open my heart, Lord.  Help me to love like you. 
Open my heart, Lord.  Help me to love. 
 
I live within you, deep in your heart, O Love. 
I live within you.  Rest now in me.  
© 1988, Jesse Manibusan, OCP 
 
Thanksgiving:     
 
Come, O Lord 
 
O Key of Joy, unlock my heart, 
break away the chains that hold me close, 
that keep my love from flowing to the world; 
and I will try to do my part, 
to open all the doors that I have closed, 
the doors that keep us far from one another. 
 
  Come, O Lord!  Come to ev'ry heart 
  and waken all who sleep to your joy. 
  O Emmanuel, come to my heart, 
  I still look for the joy your Christmas brings, 
  and I would be your presence in the world.  
© 1978, Marty Haugen,  
 
CONCLUDING RITES   
 
Dismissal:      
 
Let The Valleys Be Raised 
 
  Let the valleys be raised 
  and the mountains made low, 
  ev'ry meadow and field overturn. 
  Make the pathway straight  
  and the highways run smooth 
  for the coming of God in our day. 
 
God has come to his people 
as he promised of old. 
He has raised up a Saviour in the sight of us all. 
 
You, little child, go before him 
like the prophets of old, 
bringing news of his coming 
by the mercy of God. 
 
© 1977, Dan Schutte, NALR 

 


