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Parish Weekly Diary....
Monday, 2 December
9.00am Mass - Miami - followed by Adoration
of Blessed Sacrament until 11am
Tuesday, 3 December
St Francis Xavier
7.30am Mass - Burleigh Waters
6.30pm Brazilian Catholic Community - Miami
Wednesday, 4 December
St John Damascene
7.00am Mass - Miami
9.30am Mass - Ozanam Villa
5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach
Thursday, 5 December
7.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
5.30pm Mass - Mudgeeraba
Friday, 6 December
St Nicholas
9.00am Mass - Robina Hospital
10.00am Anointing Mass - Burleigh Waters
Saturday, 7 December
St Ambrose
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
4.30pm Sacrament of Penance - Miami
5.30pm Sacrament of Penance - Palm Beach
5.45pm Sacrament of Penance - Burleigh Heads
Saturday, 7 December
Second Sunday of Advent
Sat 5.00pm Mass - Miami
Sat 6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach
Sat 6.15pm Mass - Burleigh Heads
SUNDAY, 8 December
Second Sunday of Advent
7.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
7.00am Mass - Palm Beach
8.30am Mass - Miami
8.30am Mass - Mudgeeraba
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters
5.00pm Sacrament of Penance - Burleigh Waters
5.30pm Mass - Burleigh Waters
MASS TIMES are available on our Website www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au/Masstimes

First Sunday of Advent
1 December, 2019
Year C: Is 2:1-5; Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24:37-44
next week's Readings: Is 11:1-10; Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12

This December our Parish Newsletter will explore some Advent themes concurrent in
popular Movies and social media:
“A long time ago in a galaxy far, far away…”
It’s that magical time of year once again. The lights turned down low in the picture
theater. The soft murmurs of the crowd. The familiar John Williams fanfare slams into
your eardrums and the text crawl transforms you back into a child, inch by yellow-TradeGothic-typeface inch, disappearing into the vacuum of starry space.
There’s no denying there is something special about Star Wars. If for no other reason
than the fact that, 40 years after the release of the first film in 1977, Star Wars still has a
rabid fan base, and there is no sign of the fandom slowing down. Due to the
announcement of several more movie installments planned for the next years to
come — some of which will undoubtedly also have Holiday Season releases — it will
become a Christmas tradition for many to see the newest Star Wars release in the
weeks during the Christmas Break Holidays. Like a liturgy, old movies will be rewatched
in preparation, old theories revisited, fan favorites discussed.
But Star Wars is not a Christmas story, so they are not really Christmas movies. Nor,
obviously, are they holiday movies, if you look at the content. They are epic science
fantasy adventures, or space operas (depending on who you ask), timed to release in
the weeks before Christmas more for the marketing strategy than any tie to the season.
But after last year’s release of Rogue One, I’ve come to think of the weeks before
Christmas as the perfect time for a yearly new Star Wars installment. And while the Star
Wars movies may not be Christmas movies or holiday movies, they are, at the very
least, Advent movies. It’s not simply because they now occupy the same yearly space
as Advent, but because the predominant theme of the Star Wars metanarrative is hope.
Advent is a season to reflect on the hope of Christ’s coming, a season to practice how
not to be complacent.
Advent, on the Church calendar, is the four weeks preceding Christmas. If you are in a
church tradition or in a household that observes Advent, you probably use an Advent
wreath with three blue or purple candles and one pink candle on it. The candles
represent hope, peace, love, and joy (the pink one). There is also commonly a white
candle in the middle representing Christ. Each Sunday, your family might read a
devotion together and light the corresponding candle for the week, leading up to
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, when the Christ candle will be lit. Even though there
are different themes for each of the candles, the overarching theme of the four weeks of
Advent is that of the first week’s candle: prophetic hope. The theme of hope is evident in
the symbolism of the circular evergreen wreath, which points to our hope of unending
everlasting life, of the practice of lighting candles to ward off the darkness, and in the
meaning of the name of the season itself: Advent, to wait with anticipation and hope for
the advent of our Lord.
The season of Advent is a liminal time, though. The Jews of the Old Testament looked
ahead for a Saviour they hoped to meet. We now look back and remember that he
came, but also look forward and hope for his second coming. Advent is a season that
connects those two. Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger (who later became Pope Benedict XVI),
in 1985, wrote: “Advent is concerned with the very connection between memory and
hope.” When we celebrate Advent, therefore, we find ourselves in a middle place—
strangers in the world, but hopeful in the tension of the now-but-not-yet of the Kingdom
of God. Our right now is a story told in medias res where we know how the story ends.
This was the Star Wars experience given to us last year in the form of the movie Rogue
One, and perhaps it is appropriate that it was the first of the Star Wars “stories” as it
stands apart as something different from the rest of the franchise. Of all the Star Wars
movies, Rogue One is the most Advent-like of them all, and it was immediately apparent
that it was going to be different. Rogue One had no John Williams fanfare. No text
crawl. Belonging both to what comes before and what comes after, it didn’t need these
familiar lead-ins. It’s a story told between the prequels and the original trilogy—most of it
taking place actually almost immediately on top of the events of A New Hope. Like the
season of Advent, it’s liminal.
Rogue One opens when the main character, Jyn Erso, is a young child. She witnesses
the murder of her mother by Imperial troops and the impressing of her father—a former
Imperial science officer—back into Imperial service.
continued next page ...

As the young Jyn flees from
these horrors, we’re led to
understand
that
these
experiences
will
be
formative to her later in life
when
they
are
only
memories. But how will she
allow them to shape her?
Not very well, it seems, as
the next time we see Jyn, she’s grown, alone, and in an Imperial jail.
The picture of disillusioned and discouraged, when she’s released
from her bonds by a rebel, she attacks even him in an attempt to get
away. Jyn Erso has clearly run out of hope. She’s interested in
looking out for herself, and only herself.
Jyn is taken in by the rebels and told that her father, Galen, is still
alive and has developed a superweapon for the Empire - a planet
killer, so they’ve heard. Nobody has yet witnessed this weapon’s
firepower, but they’ve gotten word that an Imperial pilot has defected
and claims to have a message from Galen. The pilot is being held by
Saw Gerrera, a rogue rebel extremist who helped raise Jyn after her
father was taken—until he abandoned her as a teenager to find her
own way. The Rebel Alliance needs Jyn’s help to get an introduction
to Saw so they can authenticate the pilot’s story, find Galen Erso, and
stop the construction of the superweapon before it’s too late. If she
helps them, they tell her, she may go free.
Up to this point, Jyn has allowed the terrible memories of her early life
- the murder of her mother, the abduction of her father, the
abandonment by Saw - to shape her into a hopeless, discouraged,
cynical person. The world around her is dark under the rule of the
Empire, especially in the years since the fall of the Jedi and the rise
of Darth Vader, but Jyn’s personal world is so dark, she can’t, in her
disillusionment, muster the desire to face the darkness around her.
When Jyn agrees to take the rebels to Saw, and Saw sees what she
has become, he asks how she can stand to see the Imperial flag
reign across the galaxy. She says, “It’s not a problem if you don’t look
up.”
This is what life feels like for many of us sometimes. Perhaps most of
the time. There’s just too much going on in our own worlds to face the
suffering of the greater world. How do we engage with the darkness
outside when sometimes the darkness of our inner worlds feels like
too much to bear? Sometimes it’s too much work to look up. All we
want is to be left alone to manage ourselves as best we can.
But Advent is a season of hope, and hope means fighting
discouragement and despair. It’s a season to pause and remember
what has come before - that our “hope is built on nothing less than
Jesus’ blood and righteousness.” If we are living in hope, we can’t
allow discouragement to reign in our lives. We must look up, not to be
discouraged by what is around us, but to meditate on the past and
look forward to the future and decide what sort of people God would
have us to be. This hope during Advent must be connected to
memory, as Cardinal Ratzinger put it.
This is illustrated in Rogue One as Jyn is only able to begin hoping
once her memory is stirred. Galen Erso did send a message to Saw,
in hopes it would reach Jyn - his beloved daughter, whom he always
called Stardust. In the message, Galen reveals that although he
engineered the superweapon, which they are calling the Death Star,
he has never been loyal to the Empire. As his ultimate act of
rebellion, he built a weakness into the Death Star, allowing for it to be
destroyed, but the rebels need to get the plans to the Death Star in
order to execute the destruction of the superweapon. He urges Jyn to
do this thing, but most important of all, he reminds her who she is: his
daughter, his Stardust, his beloved.
Jyn’s memories are stirred and realigned by these assurances. The
father she knew and loved from her youth never stopped loving her
and did not go on to serve the Empire, but remained a good man. Her
hope is ignited with the knowledge and purpose that he has faith in
her. She must carry the good news to the Rebel Alliance that the
Death Star can be destroyed. She must play her part to save many
lives.
To live in hope is to fight discouragement, to not be complacent, just
as Jyn realizes she cannot be complacent in the fight against the
Empire any longer. For us to live in hope is to remember Christ’s first
coming, to live in a state of spiritual non-complacency. Advent is a
season to reflect on this - on how not to be complacent.
Jyn doesn’t have long to decide how she will not be complacent once
her hope is ignited. She and her rebel spy companion, Cassian, must
flee Saw’s compound even as the Death Star destroys an entire city
nearby. With them are two temple guardians - Chirrut and Baze - who

guarded an empty Jedi temple, and only one of whom (Chirrut) still
maintains faith in the Force. The defected Imperial pilot, Bodhi, also
goes with them, and Cassian’s droid, K-2SO, who has a curious
propensity to act like he desires to be a person. They are the only
people to escape the destruction, and they are the only hope of
getting the message about the defect in the Death Star back to the
Rebel Alliance. But Jyn’s companions also have to take this message
about the defect on faith, as Jyn did not grab the recording of the
message before fleeing.
There is an element of faith to our hope in Advent, but it is not a
groundless faith. We have faith in who God has proven himself to be
faithful, just as Jyn’s faith is also grounded in her father’s message
and her memories of his character.
Jyn’s faith, and her companions’ faith, are not enough to convince the
rest of the rebels to take a chance on her father’s message, though.
Without proof of the message, Jyn is unable to convince the Rebel
Alliance leadership that her father built the weakness into the Death
Star and they should take steps to steal the Death Star plans and
fight the Empire. The rebels are terrified of the new weapon the
Empire has created and convinced the Empire has the high ground.
But hope has been stirred inside Jyn and her friends, and that hope
spurs them on to take action against the darkness of the great evil in
their world, even if only a few will help them.
Jyn and her companions steal a ship with a handful of other rebels
who want to help, and together they fly to Scarif, the planet where the
Imperial records - and the Death Star plans - are kept. They know
they could be going to their deaths, but once on the planet and
executing their plan, the shields are closed above them, and it
becomes clear to them that they will not survive. The task they have
set out to complete is to bring the hope of life - of salvation from the
Empire - to the rest of the galaxy. But it is a salvation they will not
see. It is a mission of self-sacrifice, and more than that, it is quite
possible no one will ever even know their individual contributions.
And their individual contributions would look small to the outside
world: The locking of a door. The unraveling of a single cable. The
flipping of a switch. The realignment of an antenna. But the Death
Star plans would never have been transmitted off Scarif without every
single one of these actions. There would be no “New Hope” without
the scared pilot who ran a cable through blaster fire so he could plug
it in. Without the blind temple guardian who walked across a beach
amidst the battle to flip a switch to “On.” Without the funny droid who
wanted to be like a human and gave up what life he had to lock a
door behind Jyn and Cassian. Small heroic actions. Little choices.
Driven by hope. And by expectancy.
We all have little parts to play in life. And as it has been since the
beginning of time, most of us won’t live to see the fulfillment of our
hope this side of eternity. The grand things come later - both in the
Star Wars saga and in the real narrative. We look back on the quiet
stable, the baby in the manger, the stars and the shepherds and the
silent night. But Christ will come again in glory.
Every character you care about in Rogue One dies, and there is no
fanfare for them. They don’t get to walk down the aisle to Princess
Leia and get medals and have everyone cheer for them like Luke and
Han Solo did at the end of A New Hope. Jyn and her companions are
unsung heroes. They die so others may live, full of hope, knowing the
job is not done yet - expecting others to take up their good work after
them and carry it on to completion. And this is such a beautiful thing
to meditate on during Advent because we also are in this liminal
space. Christ will return in glory when the most souls as can be saved
are gathered to him, and we light candles in the darkness until then passing on life and light and hope and eagerly awaiting with
expectation and remembrance of who we are in Christ already.
The new or latest Star Wars movie to come out in December 2019 is
“The Rise of Skywalker”. Now following the events of The Last Jedi,
the remaining members of the Resistance
face off with the First Order once again, all
while reckoning with their troubled pasts.
Holding the knowledge and power of the
previous generations, the final battle
begins. It almost sets an Advent theme
from this Sunday’s Matthew’s Gospel –“You
know the time has come: you must wake up
now: our salvation is even nearer…”. But
Christ is not in a galaxy far far away but
here among us in word and sacrament.
Blessings on your Advent journey.
Based on the writings of K.B. Hoyle

Parish News and Happenings
ADVENT NATIVITY STICKERS for CHILDREN
Available from Mass Co-ordinators/hospitality welcomers at each church are sheets with a crib to colour; and
then each week stickers of the nativity scene will be given out for the children to build a crib. If any parents/
grandparents/friends want to take the sheets and stickers home each week they are very welcome to do so.
Advent blessings.

Parish Entrepreneurs' Meeting

The 4th and last meeting for 2019 was held in the community centre on Saturday 23 rd November
with people from various Masses and groups in the parish. Everyone contributed with snippets
of what is happening and through the conversation there was a theme which Padre highlighted
as being the focus for this year - OUTREACH.
 Renovations for Palm Beach and Miami have been collaborative and growth at Palm Beach
Masses is evident with the number of units being completed and opened at the moment. The
Stations of the Cross being restored at Palm Beach are 100 years old. So exciting times
ahead for both these churches.
 Youth ministry is growing and the “on-line” presence in our parish is assisting this. Looking for
ways to have contact with other groups in the parish for more interactions and direction.
nd
 Multi-cultural and interfaith groups will be in our parish on 2
December joining the choir at
6pm with Advent songs.
 Change in the Sacramental program will see families involved for penance, confirmation and
communion in 2020. Better chance for children to take up the ministry apprenticeship program
and get involved in service at Mass. More altar servers would be a nice bonus.
 RCIA program has commenced and if you know anyone who is interested in becoming a
Catholic, let them know so they can join the group.
 Care and Concern is growing and so too the need for more drivers and people to answer the
phones. Rosies has been going for a year now and quietly making a difference. Vinnies has
been amazing and Christmas hampers are being organised. Recovery Program is operating.
 The family groups have 50 new members. Some have joined the existing groups and others
have formed three new groups. Always room for one more.
 Other initiatives that have impacted in our parish are the Recovery program; Brazilian
community meeting at Miami church; mothers' group; pilgrimage to the Holy Land.
Next year the theme for our parish will be “FAITH FORMATION”. We will be looking at ways to
be more effective in all we do as readers and extra-ordinary communion ministers and in
welcoming and hospitality at all our Masses.
With only 2 priests in our parish for early 2020, there will be much to consider for the role of lay
leadership and directions for our parish with limited Mass opportunities.
Make sure you come along and join us 22 February 2020 for the next Entrepreneurs' meeting to
put forth your ideas on enhancing our worship, song, prayer, celebration, outreach, formation
and welcome.


ADVENT RETREAT FOR ALL AGES
Exploring Advent and Christmas faith in
the light of ecological understanding from
Laudato Si. 10 & 17 December, Mercy
Community Centre. (commencing with
praise and worship at 6.30pm)







CHRISTMAS DINNER - Monday 23
December, 6.30pm, Mary, Mother of Mercy
Community Centre. To give thanks for all
who minister and worship in our Parish.



CHRISTMAS LUNCH - Thursday 5

ALTAR SERVERS' MASS - Thursday
12 December, 5.30pm, St Benedict's
Church, Mudgeeraba. All servers from the
Parish (and their families) are invited.
Pizza, cake, salad and fun to follow.

VINNIES GIFTING TREES are now in
the churches. Please note that gifts should
NOT BE WRAPPED. Thank you.







December, Burleigh Sports Club.
All
welcome. rsvp to Margaret - 5535 8714.

CARE & CONCERN General Meeting Thursday 5 December, 9.30am, Mercy
Community Centre. All welcome.
All are invited to the monthly meeting of
the MULTIFAITH ADVISORY GROUP,
hosted by our Parish, to be held at Mary,
Mother of Mercy Church on Monday 2
December at 7pm. A night of celebratory
music for Advent. Supper will follow.
CHRISTMAS TIMES CARDS are available
in all Churches. Please take a supply to
share with family and friends.

Christmas Mass Times
Tuesday 24 December

Wednesday 25 December

FUNERALS
Last week we celebrated the funeral of
Therese Carmel Murtagh who has died in
Christ. Let us remember her family and
friends in our prayers this week.

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for
Beverley Aliprandi, Michael Allan, Noreen
Andersen, Patricia Ashton, Glenys Bailey,
Ida Elda Bonke, Leigh Boulcher, Peter
Briggs, William Buckley, Lily Burgstaller,
James Burke, Diane Busutil, Joyce Cabral,
Jan Carmont, Brenda Carr, Stephen
Cochrane, John Costigan, Cyrus Davern,
Fr Des Fitzgerald, Angelita Freda, Norma
Greenland, Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli,
Vera Havlik, Cheryl Hingerty, Jean Hokin,
Norman Ingle, Stuart Ingram, Veronica
James, Clive Andrew Lang, Darren
Lemon, Denis McEnery, Anne McInnes,
Fay & Dennis McGreevy, Margaret
Merrotsy, Terry Miners, John Mooney, Pat
Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie Nocolas,
Mary O'Brien, Sr Annette O'Connor, Paul
O'Connor, Eileen O’Neill, Michael Onn,
Sean O’Reilly, Anne Owens, Maureen
Pocock, Phyllis Pola, William Sheehan,
Peter Smith, Pacing Soriano, Isaac
Stafrace,
Andrew
Supple,
Odette
Sweeney, Luke Thorpe, Lourdes Toledo,
Nemcio Toledo, Sarra Tyler, Marie Walker,
Dan Wilson, Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf,
the sick of our Parish and all in need of
God’s healing Spirit.

DECEASED
Masses have been requested for the
recently deceased and for friends and
relatives whose anniversaries occur about
this time: Alice & Patrick Shannon, Lily

Caruana.

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.

PLANNED GIVING LAST WEEK -



CODE:

 = very good;
 = good;
 = hangin’ in there;
 = help!
Counting roster this week: Palm Beach

2018 EXPENSES:
Church Supplies - Flowers - $2000.00

Second Rite of Reconciliation
Tuesday 17 Dec

6pm

Burleigh Waters

5pm

Calvary Church, Miami

7am

Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads

Wednesday 18 Dec 5.30pm

Palm Beach

5pm

St Benedict’s, Mudgeeraba

7am

Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach

Thursday 19 Dec

5.30pm

Mudgeeraba

6pm

Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach

8.30am Calvary Church, Miami

Monday 23 Dec

9am

Miami

6pm

Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters

8.30am St Benedict’s, Mudgeeraba

9pm

Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads

10am

Midnight Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters

Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters

Christmas Cake and Sherry Supper
After CHRISTMAS EVE 9pm Infant Saviour and
12 Midnight Mary Mother of Mercy.
Stay and enjoy this Christmas Eve cheer. Padre

Liturgical Music for First Sunday of Advent
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST:

INTRODUCTORY RITES:
Gathering:

Communion:

As The Deer

As the deer pants for the water,
so my soul longs after you.
You alone are my heart's desire,
and I long to worship you.
You alone are my strength, my shield;
to you alone may my spirit yield.
You alone are my heart's desire,
and I long to worship you.
You're my friend and you are my brother
even though you are a King.
I love you more than any other
so much more than any thing.
© 1984, Martin Mystrom, Scripture in Song

Thanksgiving:

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
© 1986, Brian Boniwell

Lighting of the Advent Candle

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel!
CONCLUDING RITES
Dismissal:

Penitential Rite:
Have mercy on us, O Lord
All: For we have sinned against you
Show us, O Lord, your mercy
All: And grant us your salvation
LITURGY OF THE WORD:
Psalm:

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord;
let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

I rejoiced when I heard them say:
"Let us go to God's house
And now our feet are standing within your gates,
O Jerusalem. (R)
Jerusalem is built on a city strongly compact.
It is there that the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord. (R)
© 1993, Christopher Wilcock, OCP

Gospel Acclamation:
Word of Justice, Alleluia, Come to dwell here. Maranatha!
Word of mercy, Alleluia, Live among us. Maranatha!
Word of power, Alleluia, Live within us. Maranatha!
Word of freedom, Alleluia, Save your people. Maranatha!
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A course for anyone struggling with any addiction.
Infant Saviour meeting room, Monday 6.30pm.
Enquiries Damien Kinnear - 0401 313258.

