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Parish Weekly Diary....
WEEKDAY MASSES
Mass for the People
- celebrated by the Priest each day at 9am
and live-streamed
(to view Masses go to
www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au
and click on "livestream")

Sunday, 10 May
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Mother's Day Mass (Gospel and Homily for children)
10.00am Mass for the People
- celebrated by the Priest and live streamed

Wednesday 13 May
Our Lady of Fatima Mass for Healing

Sunday, 17 May
Sixth Sunday of Easter
10.00am Mass for the People
- celebrated by the Priest and live streamed

Sunday, 24 May
Feast of the Ascension of the Lord
World Social Communication Sunday

Monday 25 May
Feast of Our Lady Help of Christians

Tuesday 26 May
National Sorry Day

Wednesday 27 May
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and
Reconciliation with Indigenous

Saturday 30 May
Flores de Mayo
Annual celebration with the Filipno Community of the
crowning of Mary with flowers

Sunday, 31 May
Pentecost Sunday
Sacrament of Penance by appointment
PARISH WEBSITE
www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au

Fifth Sunday of Easter
10 May, 2020
Year A: Acts 6:1-7; 1 Pet 2:4-9; Jn 14:1-12
next week's Readings: Acts 8:5-8,14-17; 1 Pet 3:15-18; Jn 14:15-21

Our reading from Acts gives modern Christians a reality check. The Easter season
is a strong reminder that we are a diverse community united by our faith in the
Risen Lord. But we don’t always feel so united, or express our unity. We are aware
of controversies, small and large, in our local, national and international church. We
hear the phrase “we are all in this together” as we travel through the days of corona
virus. But is this true – are we in this together or are some better off than others?
Do differing groups really want other groups in our society? Just last year some
groups were working really hard to silence and get rid of others – so now we are in
this together – really? Are there some groups that need to go?
The growth and enthusiasm of the early church tends to get emphasized in the
Acts of the Apostles. When we compare our present church scene with the one
described in Acts, we can feel like inferior Christians, a long way removed from our
ancestors – the "true Christian" community. But today’s first reading dispels our
fantasies about that "ideal" first generation of believers...they had their problems
too!
It seems the Greek-speaking Jewish converts (Hellenists) in the community felt
their needy were being neglected by the more dominant Hebrew speakers. The
Hellenists challenged their leaders on this issue and, in effect, got the early church
to face diversity and equality among its members. Early in Acts we discover that
the community was already preaching about their risen Lord. But as a sign that
Christ was truly alive and in their midst, his followers would also have to continue
his works – by not showing favouritism and by reaching out to feed the hungry and
neglected in their own community. That is the challenge the believers face in
today’s passage.
What is remarkable about the early church is that the "whole community" was
called upon to choose those for whom the apostles were to pray and lay hands.
These chosen would be the ones to feed the hungry in the community’s name. We
pray that current local and church struggles don’t divert us from our primary
concern as the baptised – faithfully proclaiming the Word of God and serving those
in need, especially our vulnerable sick and elderly cut off from their loved ones and
vital supplies during this pandemic.
Today’s gospel takes us back to the Last Supper. This seems strange since we are
in the Easter season and expect such a reading during Holy Week. But our own
times are reflected in this reading. Jesus’ impending suffering and death will have
unsettling effects on the disciples. He is preparing his followers, not only for "the
hour" of his passion and death, but also for the subsequent days during which they
will find themselves without his daily, visible presence for guidance and strength.
These times will become very difficult for them as they are for us now. So he is
reassuring that we will not be left to navigate through the storms on our own.
Jesus makes another "I Am" statement. Whenever he begins speaking to his
disciples in this way, we know he is pronouncing another truth about himself that
will form the foundation for faith in him. He says to those around the table, that he
is "the way" to God. Instead of all the legalistic observances their religious leaders
insisted upon in order for people to get right with God, believing in Jesus takes us
into God’s grace-filled presence. Jesus’ "way" of loving is also the way for us to
live.
He is "the truth" we can trust. He has taught us about God’s nature and we trust
that what he said about God’s abundant mercy and forgiveness for us is true. If
someone preachers another "truth" about a harsh, avenging and exacting God, we
ought to reject that message. Instead, we trust that Jesus himself is the truth about
God and by living Jesus’ truth will be how we live out God’s will for us.
We are not just obliged on our own to live according to Jesus’ life; not just asked to
model our lives on his. Rather, he is "the life."
continued next page ...

When he tells his disciples, "I am going to the Father," he
promises that he will come back to take them to himself. As we
approach Pentecost we yearn again for the Spirit Jesus
promised us that will take us to himself, unite us with him and
empower us to live the life he lived. This Spirit is his life for us
and quickens our own spirits, enlivening us so we can live Jesus’
life. Through the promised Spirit, his is "the life" that is now
within us.
Jesus’ statement about being – "the way and the truth and the
life" – does promise us all a homecoming. In fact, those who
knew him experienced the "dwelling places" he had provided for
them. They learned that these dwelling places weren’t just
reserved for the next life. His life was a work that provided a
homecoming for all. When he sat at table with people there were
no place cards indicating rank and favourites. There was no list
of places reserved for the most accomplished of the world. Jesus
promised rest for the weary, comfort for the comfortless. All
found a place of honour in his presence – all were invited to feel
at home with him and his Father.
People felt at home with Jesus: wherever he went he offered a
dwelling place to those he met. For example, unlike other
religious leaders, Jesus talked to women in public, counted them
among his followers. He put people ahead of religious customs,
if they were sinners and considered unclean and banned from
ritual, they would find a home in his company, for he was God’s
presence to them. When Jesus turned to the criminal on the
cross he promised him a dwelling place with him in paradise.
Even those caught in sin, like the woman caught in adultery,
found in Jesus a place of forgiveness and acceptance. In many
ways he was saying to those who came to him, "Welcome
home."
Jesus provided a "homecoming" to all who heard his words and
accepted him as "the way...the truth...and the life." His message:
in God’s Word there is a home for all, "Let’s let bygones be
bygones....make yourself at home....put aside your heavy
burdens, ambitions and sins... be accepted for who you are, a
child of God. I have prepared a place for you, and that place is
secure in God and awaits you in all its fullness. Your acceptance
of me gives you a secure dwelling place in God even now."

Meanwhile, keeping our eyes on the final homecoming and the
dwelling place we will have with God, what shall we do now? We
ought to look around: is there anyone we can make feel at home
– those of lesser economic, social, or cultural status? Who are
those who have achieved less in the world’s eyes, but need to
know how important they are before God? How can we make
them feel at home? If we have faith in Jesus’ name then we
need, through our words and works, to make the places we live,
work and socialize, dwelling places that reflect the presence of
Christ.
Faith in Christ is a dwelling place that empowers us. We have
security in him and, as we gather for Eucharist, our worship
should feel like home to all those who come – the "regulars," and
those we rarely see. But we know some in our gathering don’t
feel entirely welcome and equal. They don’t feel our gatherings
places are their homes too: some single parents, divorced, gays,
women, immigrants, migrants, etc. We pray that, while we find a
home in Christ, we be strengthened to work for a church and a
world that will be home to all. We wait for the Pentecost Spirit
with anticipation of a renewal we cannot accomplish on our own.

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM
We have restarted our Parish Sacramental Program for Confirmation. The children and families will have lessons
via facebook or email and on some Sunday Masses we will virtually bless them and hand on the Creed and Our
Father Prayer. Please join in praying for these 152 children and their journey in the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
PARISH ALTAR SERVERS FACEBOOK PAGE - please search and join/like our facebook page for parish altar servers. Richie is
posting is great information. Please note that the page needs parental approval for your child. BurleighHeadsParishAltarServers

MOTHER’S DAY BLESSING
Love has two dimensions, two stages. First, we receive love. St. John puts it like this: “In this is love: not that we have loved
God, but that he loved us.” We have no love that is not first received; any love I give was previously given to me from
another (my mother, my father, my friends, etc). And the first source of all love in the world is God. So: stage one is
to receive love from God.
But love must move to stage two, or it is incomplete and will die. Stage two is to give that love to another, to pass it on. If we
just sit on the love given us, it dies. So Jesus says, remain in my love by keeping my commandments. “If you love me, you
will keep my commandments.” This I command you, Jesus says: love one another. Love is not a feeling (no one can
command feelings - they are beyond our control). But he can and does command an act of our wills, a decision to love.
Everyone possesses the capacity to make this decision to love. This is the basic stewardship principle: everything given to
us is meant to be shared. That is particularly true of love. Love received is not complete or effective if I don’t give it away.
I can’t earn love, but I can give it away. What does this authentic love look like? Well, look at a mother. She gives her blood
during a pregnancy. She gives her milk after the child is born. She gives her sleep for the first two years; she gives immense
amounts of her time and her sweat and her attention to her child. And in giving, she receives, perhaps not immediately, but
she receives love. It comes not always from the child, but always from God. Authentic love does not look much like what you
see on television. It looks a lot more like what you see in your mother, and hopefully your father too.
Which is why we love our mothers. You have taught us to love. You have given us the love you received from God, and have
taught us to share it with another by your very sharing it with us. May we honour you, our mothers, by giving the love you
have given us, even until it hurts. May we honour our Blessed Mother, who first received Love Incarnate, Jesus Christ, and
then gave Him to us all.

MOTHER’S DAY BLESSING
God of Sarah, Ruth and Rebecca;
of Elizabeth, mother of John,
of Mary, mother of Jesus,
listen to our prayer:
Bless all who ‘mother’ and bring new life in any way,
these ‘mothers’ who teach and guide,
who encourage and heal.
Invite them to the table of your eternal feast,
these ‘mothers’ who feed and nurture the life
that has been entrusted to them.
Embrace them warmly in the intimacy of your love,
these ‘mothers’ who embrace with affection
those who are helpless and dependent.
Bless them today with all good things:
with health, with laughter, with joy and with love,
with pride in their ‘children’
and the support of many friends.
May all ‘mothers’ who have nurtured life in others
be themselves nurtured one day in your strong embrace,
there, for all eternity, to rejoice with their families and friends.
To all our Mothers Blessings on your Vocation.

Parish News and Happenings
Make Mary More!
This May as Burleigh Youth, we are starting
our ‘What I wish I knew’ series. Starting
Tuesday the 12th of May, we will be learning
everything you need to know about the
rosary. After two weeks (Monday-Friday),
you will be able to pray and understand why
we pray this as Catholics. Keep up with our
socials @burleighyouth on Insta, Facebook
and, TikTok for more info! We will see you for
a 9:30 start! Peace be to you.
Burleigh Youth Team.

Miami Church Works Update:
The work goes along well. We have been
approached by a street artist looking for work
to see if he could paint a mural on the front
wall facing Santa Monica Rd. The Church
has always been a patron of the arts and the
street cred will be good for the area and
maybe tourism and attracting people to the
building. His design seems wonderful as it
incorporates a rosella bird (Holy Spirit
symbol), ANZAC theme, Calvary scene,
plants, and blue and red soft rays of the

Divine Mercy from the cross – I suppose this
sounds all too much but it is looking good.
The work on the little side hall, toilets,
Columbarium, and interior will need to be left
for a while as the parish cannot afford this
work in the face of the loss of collection
income due to the pandemic. But we hope
the work will go ahead later in 2021 or if we
get more generous donations.

PARISH PLANNED GIVING - We ask
that if you wanted to keep giving and can do
this without personal hardship, please
continue. The Parish can set up a direct
debit/credit card payment for you, or for
internet banking, details for are: BSB: 064
786; A/c No: 00605 1108; A/c Name:
Burleigh Parish; Reference: Planned Giving/
Surname. There is also a new Parish Giving
app which can be downloaded from our
parish website or facebook.
The good news is that the Priests and
Parish staff can receive Jobkeeper - a big
help for dwindling finances.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PREVENTION MONTH

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for Michael
Allan, Noreen Andersen, Patricia Ashton,
Peter Bennett, Leigh Boulcher, Peter Briggs,
William Buckley, Lily Burgstaller, James
Burke, Diane Busutil, Mary Cale, Jan
Carmont, Jacqui & Emile Cloete & family,
Stephen Cochrane, Cynthia Delaney, Fr Des
Fitzgerald, Angelita Freda, Geromy Grima,
Fred Grioli, Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, Cheryl
Hingerty, Jean Hokin, Denis McEnery, Fay &
John Mooney, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray,
Josie Nicolas, Mary O'Brien, Sr Annette
O'Connor, Paul O'Connor, Eileen O’Neill,
Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne Owens,
Maureen Pocock, Phyllis Pola, William
Sheehan, Peter Smith, Pacing Soriano, Isaac
Stafrace, Doug Steele, Andrew Supple,
Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, the sick of our
Parish and all in need of God’s healing Spirit.

DECEASED
Masses have been requested for the
recently deceased and for friends and
relatives whose anniversaries occur at this
time: Peter Kilby, Kevin Kilby, Gail Murray,

Jim O'Rourke, Brian Windsor, Gerard
Francis Anderson, Dorothy Mary Fox.

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.

She said the other challenge was that often people, like neighbours,
formed part of safety plans and because people were remaining in
their homes, the access to those people was increasingly limited.
Stresses had risen in households across the state, the frontline
workers said.
Pressures like job loss or fewer hours have placed financial strains
SOCIAL distancing measures have increased domestic and family on families; this combined with having everyone at home, including
violence pressures as women and children struggle to escape children who were not attending school, had seen family
perpetrators isolated at home with them who limit their access to relationships strained.
help, Centacare Domestic and Family Violence frontline workers 1 May - Mass Intention - for Prevention of Domestic Violence
say.
8 May - Mass Intention - for those who have died in DV
“The risk that social isolation with the current pandemic raises is 15 May - Mass Intention - for those families affected and trapped
that domestic violence often happens in silence,” Centacare
Maroochydore Family and Relationship Services co-ordinator Stacy 22 May - Mass Intention - for Police, Hospital, and Care workers
dealing with DV
Oehlman said.
29 May - Mass Intention – for
Ms Oehlman said people already did not talk openly about domestic
Prevention of DV and
and family violence in the community and to add on social
leadership responses
distancing rules made it that much more difficult for survivors to
access a safe way to be able to call services or speak to someone.
Our parish is praying this month, and especially every Friday, for the
prevention of this attack on the family. Below is part of the article
from this week’s digital Catholic Leader (see more on line - https://
catholicleader.com.au/news/social-distancing-has-made-it-harderfor-domestic-and-family-violence-survivors-to-get-help)

For the Kids ...
Across
1:
Jesus said 'I am the _ _ _ ,
the truth, and the life'
5: a house is made of many of
these
9: belief
10: Father, Son and Holy _ _ _ _ _
11: between six and eight
12: the disciples known as the
twelve

1

2

3
4

6

7
9

Down
2: the common language spoken by
Jesus
3: something that is true
4: the opposite of death
6: information that is passed on
to someone else
7:
8:

5

this man wanted Jesus to show them the Father
someone or something from Greece

8
10

11

12

