
Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 
Saturday 9 October 

8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm   Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach  
Sunday 10 October 

7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)  
Monday 11 October - St John XIII 

9.00am  Mass - Miami  
Tuesday 12 October - Our Lady of Aparecida 

7.30am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
7.00pm  Mass - Miami 
 
Wednesday 13 October - St Edward the Confessor 

5.30pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Thursday 14 October - St Callistus 

5.15pm  Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba 
5.30pm  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
Friday 15 October 
St Teresa of Avila 

10.00am    Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Saturday 16 October 
St Margaret Mary Alacoque 

9.00am  Rosary - Burleigh Waters 
9.45am  Mass - Burleigh Waters 
4.15pm   Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach  
Sunday 17 October 

7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 
Fr Jack Ho  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom, OAM 

  BURLEIGH HEADS CATHOLIC PARISH 
   

  BURLEIGH WATERS - MARY, MOTHER OF MERCY -3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters 

   BURLEIGH HEADS - INFANT SAVIOUR - 4 Park Av, Burleigh Heads 

   PALM BEACH - OUR LADY OF THE WAY - Eleventh Ave, Palm Beach 

   MIAMI - CALVARY - Redondo Av, Miami 

   MUDGEERABA - ST. BENEDICT'S - Wallaby Dr, Mudgeeraba 

   SPRINGBROOK - ST TERESA'S CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

10 October, 2021  
Year B:  Wis 7:7-11;  Heb 4:12-13;  Mk 10:17-30 

next week's Readings:  Is 53:10-11;  Heb 4:14-16;  Mk 10:35-45 

Today’s gospel has a poignant, very human 
moment. In the midst of Jesus’ journey to 
Jerusalem with his disciples, a man runs up, kneels 
before him and asks, “Good teacher, what must I do 
to inherit eternal life?”  Our heart goes out to this 
enthusiastic, earnest man. There are moments in 
Mark’s gospel when Jesus expresses very intense 
human feelings: he gets exasperated with his 
disciples; rebukes an unclean spirit; is impatient 
with the Pharisees; disappointed by the unbelief of 
even his own townspeople, etc.  

In today’s gospel the other side of Jesus’ humanity comes forward, “Jesus looking 
at him, loved him….” What was it that drew Jesus to him? The man who fell on 
his knees before Jesus calls him “Good teacher.” He is someone who wants more 
in his life and he is asking Jesus to give it to him.  Does that tie into any disquiet 
in our own lives? What have we got and what more are we looking for? Are our 
possessions and distractions getting in the way of the deeper, more permanent 
riches we long for? Have we spent time and efforts focused on getting more in 
life, but now recognize a poverty that reveals empty spaces in our spirit?  
The man senses that Jesus has something which, despite all his personal efforts, 
he cannot provide for himself -- not just the good life, but eternal life. Since he 
can’t provide for himself, he has to do something. What? He is already living a 
good life according to the Torah, but still finds himself lacking. The man’s 
response to Jesus may sound arrogant, or self-aggrandizing. He simply states a 
fact: “Teacher all of these I have observed from my youth.” This is the moment 
Mark tells us, “Jesus looking on him, loved him and said, ‘You are lacking one 
thing. Go sell what you have, give to the poor and you will have treasure in 
heaven, then come follow me.”’  
The vast majority of people who hear this gospel are not rich. But isn’t there a 
tendency in us to label our possessions as “blessings,” as if they are signs of 
God’s favour on us? In response to what Jesus told him, the man probably 
thought if he followed Jesus’ directions and gave up his “blessings” there would 
be nothing that would be a sign of God’s favour on him. He would have no thing 
and no one else --  but Jesus --  and in Jesus, he would have had what he was 
searching for, “eternal life.”  
In the eyes of the world’s “wise,” the man had it all. We tend to do the same, 
evaluate a person’s worth by their education, financial achievement, homes and 
even their solid family life? There are examples of people of wealth among Jesus’ 
followers. In Luke’s gospel there were women who supported Jesus. They did not 
have to sell everything. Also in Luke, Zacchaeus, a rich man,  gave half his 
possessions to the poor -- not all.  
But the rich man in today’s story is asked to give up everything. For some people 
that is what it will take to follow Christ; that is what he is asks of them. While we 
may not be rich, is there something that we have to let go of to follow Christ more 
closely?  
Here is where our first reading can be a guide for us.  We might even join with the 
sage, who presents King Solomon’s prayer: “I prayed and prudence was given 
me.” (Another name for “prudence” is “wisdom.”) In the scriptures wisdom is 
personified as a woman and is valued as a treasure beyond price.  We can’t buy 
wisdom, just as the man’s wealth could not buy eternal life.        CONTINUED NEXT PAGE ... 

 
Plenary Council 

3 - 10 October 

We welcome Fr John Fowles,  

our visiting Priest for this Sunday. 
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There are various forms of wisdom in the scriptures. One is a wisdom for everyday practical matters. For example, people who 
were good carpenters, gifted artists and craftspeople were said to possess wisdom. God promised to give Solomon whatever he 
would ask for. His request is worded in his prayer for wisdom. He is asking for the practical kind of wisdom, praying to be a 
judicious ruler. Solomon had great wealth, but he prays for a treasure -- wisdom -- he cannot buy. If this wisdom is  
given him it will give true meaning and purpose to his life. Does that sound like something we should be praying for?  
While Solomon is drawn to wisdom’s never-fading splendour, the man in the gospel is 
drawn to Jesus for eternal life. In the New Testament Jesus is associated with 
wisdom. He asked the rich man to give up the very proofs that were signs to him that 
he was favoured by God. Jesus really did want this man to follow him and he  wanted 
to give this man what he was searching for -- eternal life.  In that, Jesus wasn't just 
offering unending life, but a deeper, more satisfying life than the man had ever known, 
even with all his riches. If he accepted these new "riches" offered him by Jesus, he 
might not have the former external “proofs” of his favour before God, but he would 
know by his faith that he was forgiven, had a new life and was in God's favour. He 
would also have  a new kind of external "riches" as well -- a community of friends, a 
new family in Christ -- "a hundred times more now in this present age:  houses and 
brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands...."    
Just as Jesus had promised.  
Artwork:  
A. Andrea della Robbia | Prudence, AD1475 | Italian, Florence | The Metropolitan Museum of Art 
B. “The Grace of the Rich Young Man – the Head of Christ”, by Georges Rouault 

 First, let's consider the claim that in 
Genesis God created the world in 
seven days but science indicates that 
the universe, including the earth, 
developed over billions of years.  In 
the Catholic tradition, the creation 

accounts in Genesis have been interpreted in a wide variety of 
ways.  Both literal and figurative readings of Genesis are 
theologically acceptable for Catholics.  Some theologians, such 
as Saint Ambrose, understood the Genesis account of creation in 
a literal way.  But for the most part, Catholic theologians, 
including Saint Augustine, Saint Thomas Aquinas, Blessed John 
Henry Newman, Pope John Paul II, and Pope Benedict XVI, 
have interpreted Genesis as teaching the truth about creation in 
a nonliteral, nonscientific way. [6] Pope John Paul II puts the 
point as follows: 

The Bible itself speaks to us of the origin of the universe and its 
make-up, not in order to provide us with a scientific treatise, but 
in order to state the correct relationships of man with God and 
with the universe.  Sacred Scripture wishes simply to declare 
that the world was created by God, and in order to teach this 
truth it expresses itself in the terms of the cosmology in use at 
the time of the writer. [7]  

Dr. Scott Hahn has pointed out that we might misunderstand the 
point of the seven days spoken about in Genesis, if we do not 
understand that the ancient Hebrew word for seven is the same 
word used for "making a covenant".  So, when it is said that God 
created the world in seven days, the text is communicating to its 
original readers that God has created the world in a covenantal 
relationship with the Divine. [8] Indeed, it was this idea - that the 
world is an orderly creation from an intelligent God - that led to 
the beginnings of science.  For if the world is not intelligible and 
orderly, there would be no point in trying to understand its laws of 
operation, the laws of nature which scientific investigation seeks 
to discover.  
Secondly, the incompatibility of Genesis and the evolution of 
species causes some people to think that religious belief is 
incompatible with science.  If the first man, Adam, and the first 
woman, Eve, were created by God, as well as all the animals, 
then all life - including human life - did not evolve over millions of 
years.  If all life evolved over millions of years, then there could 
not be a first man, Adam, a first woman, Eve, or a creation of 
animals directly by God. As noted, the Catholic Church does not 
generally require that individual Scripture verses be interpreted in 
one sense rather than another.  Individual believers and 
theologians may come to different understandings of a particular 
passage but remain Catholics in good standing.  So, one could 
believe with Saint Ambrose that Genesis provides a play-by-play 
account of exactly how God did things over seven 24-hour 
days.  Or, one could believe with Saint Augustine, Saint Thomas 
Aquinas, Blessed John Henry Newman, Pope John Paul II, and 

Pope Benedict XVI that Genesis is not properly interpreted in this 
literalistic way.  If one interprets Genesis in the ways suggested 
by the nonliteral view, then there is no contradiction in believing 
both in Genesis and in evolution as a way for accounting for the 
physical development of man provided one believes in a first 
man and first woman, from whom mankind descended and 
inherited original sin (see Humani Generis, no.  27). [9] Of 
course, the Catholic Church does not require that Catholics 
believe in evolution or any other view taught by any given 
scientist.  However, if one believes in God’s design through 
evolution or some other process, then one can also - as did Pope 
John Paul II - remain a faithful Catholic. [10]  
A third problem that gives rise to difficulties for some people is 
that miracles are found in the Bible, but science is incompatible 
with belief in miracles.  By miracle, I mean a supernatural 
intervention by God into the normal course of events.  Is belief in 
miracles incompatible with science?  To answer this question, it 
is important to distinguish science or the scientific method from 
what is called philosophical naturalism.  The scientific method 
looks for natural causes to explain things that have 
happened.  Philosophical naturalism, a philosophical theory, not 
a scientifically justified view, holds that there are only natural 
causes and no supernatural (divine) causes.  Scientists can 
conduct their scientific investigations with or without a belief in 
philosophical naturalism.  If God the Creator exists, then 
naturalism is false because a Creator God is a supernatural 
cause.  If there is a Creator with power over the entire universe, 
then miracles are possible, for God could intervene in his 
creation.  Indeed, science could only prove that miracles cannot 
happen, if it proved that there is no God.  But science has not 
and cannot prove such a claim, since the realm of science is 
limited to the empirically verifiable, and God - at least as 
understood by most believers - is not a material being but a 
spiritual being. 

On the one hand, we have the many Catholic scientists of 
distinction, from the beginning of the use of the scientific 
method until now, who argue that there is no conflict between 
their faith and their pursuit of science.  We have the institutional 
Church sponsoring scientific endeavours of all kinds, at 
Catholic universities around the world, in the construction of 
cathedrals, and at the Vatican itself.  We also have the explicit 
Catholic teaching that faith and reason are not opposed but 
rather complementary, and that scientific reasoning and faith 
are mutually enriching.   

Fourth, and most famously, many people believe that the 
Catholic Church is antagonistic to science because of the 
condemnation of Galileo Galilei.  This notorious and complicated 
conflict - the subject of many scholarly books - is partially based 
on scientific disputes but also has much to do with the conflicts of 
personality, politics, and theology of the time.  Galileo's view that 
the earth rotated around the sun was not       continued next page ... 
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DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the recently 
deceased and for friends and relatives whose 

anniversaries occur at this time:  Monica Cooke, 
Tom Bonke, Ena A Pesebre, Natalia & Ignacio 
Abarquez, Cleta & Jordan Bismonte, Lorenzo & 
Joey Abarquez, Elaine Haunagan, Francis Mills. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 

Family Groups:    Goannas  Sunday 31 October 

- 12 noon.  Lunch.  Treetops Tavern, Burleigh Waters.  
Phone Margaret 5534 2654;  0402 834362 
Have A Chat   Sunday 24 October  - 12 noon, 
Treetops Tavern, Burleigh Waters.  Kay 5535 4877;  
0410 120550. 

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for Michael 
Allan, Patricia Ashton, Brent Bennett, Leigh 
Boulcher, James Burke, Diane Busutil, Bernard 
Clark, Jacqui & Emile Cloete & family, Glen 
Dixon, Peter Freeman, Irene Garland, Geromy 
Grima, Fred Grioli, Vera Havlik, Jean Hokin, Anne 
Lord, Denis McEnery, Terezia Meleg, Pat Moy, 
Stephen Murray, Josie Nicolas, Eileen O’Neill, 
Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne Owens, Elmer 
Pesebre, Phyllis Pola, Maureen Reti, Peter Smith, 
Andrew Supple, Olivia Tonner, Warren Wilson, 
Graham Zendler,the sick of our Parish and all in 
need of God’s healing Spirit.  

Living Rosary 
 
9am, Saturday 16 October 
9.45am Mass, Mary, Mother of Mercy  

(No 8am Mass at Infant Saviour that day) 

FUNERALS 
Last week we celebrated the funeral of Dennis 
Krishna who has died in Christ.  Let us remember 
his family and friends in our prayers this week. 

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings 

Our Lady of Aparecida 
in Portuguese and English 

Mass  -  7pm, Tuesday 12 October 
Calvary Church, Miami 

the central issue.  Heliocentrism was held by many people of the 
time, including Jesuit priests in good standing.  More central to 
the Galileo controversy was whether Galileo broke agreements 
he had made about in what manner to teach his views.  Through 
his polemical writings, Galileo alienated one-time friends and 
gave rivals an opportunity to undermine him.  His work Dialogue 
Concerning the Two Chief World Systems was widely 
understood to mock the pope, a onetime friend and 
sponsor.  Galileo did not limit himself to scientific claims on the 
basis of a view at the time lacking conclusive proof, but also 
insisted on challenging the dominant interpretations of Scripture 
at the time, which held that the sun rotated around the earth. [11] 
Thus, both influential theologians as well as scientists turned 
against Galileo.  If Galileo had presented his views with greater 
modesty about his claims, it is likely that there would have been 
no condemnation. 
 
Nevertheless, it is true that ecclesial authorities wrongly 
condemned Galileo's heliocentricism, which was in 1633 not yet 
scientifically demonstrated.  Galileo's view was condemned 
because of an overly literal interpretation of a certain passage in 
Scripture.  This erroneous condemnation could have been 
avoided if the theologians involved had remembered the 
methods of biblical interpretation propounded by Saint Augustine 
and Saint Thomas Aquinas, who recognized that Scripture often 
speaks the truth about creation in a nonliteral, nonscientific 
way.  Pope John Paul II wrote:  

Thanks to his intuition as a brilliant physicist and by relying on 
different arguments, Galileo, who practically invented the 
experimental method, understood why only the sun could 
function as the centre of the world, as it was then known, that is 
to say, as a planetary system.  The error of the theologians of 
the time, when they maintained the centrality of the Earth, was 
to think that our understanding of the physical world's structure 
was, in some way, imposed by the literal sense of Sacred 
Scripture. [12]  

Indeed, even today people still speak, as does Scripture, about 
"the sun rising", even though strictly speaking it is not the sun 
that rises but the earth that turns, causing it to appear that the 
sun rises.  
In any case, Pope John Paul II acknowledged that the ecclesial 
judicial authorities in the trial of Galileo were wrong.  These 
errors of a disciplinary and judicial nature were not a formal part 
of Catholic teaching.  Then, as now, Church officials can and do 
make errors - unfortunately sometimes serious errors - in terms 
of discipline and order within the Church community.  Church 
infallibility only applies to official teachings of faith and morals, 
not to assigning the best bishop to a particular place, nor to 
making wise decisions about political matters, nor to determining 
who can and ought to teach certain topics.  The condemnation of 
Galileo was an erroneous decision in a matter of judicial order in 
the Christian community, but it does not have to do with official 
teaching of faith and morals. 

 MASSES FOR NOVEMBER - Envelopes available at Churches. 
 
 ANNUAL MASS AT TALLEBUDGERA CEMETERY - Saturday 6 November, 

7am.  (No 8am Mass at Burleigh Heads on that day) 
 
 ALTAR SERVERS TRAINING - All parish altar servers are invited to attend a 

training session on Saturday 23 October from 10am - 12 noon at Mary, Mother of 
Mercy Community Centre.  Newcomers welcome. Email 
burleighparish.altarservers@outlook.com.au for more information or see facebook 
page:  facebook.com/burleighparish.altarservers/ 

 

 CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS - Every 4
th
 Sunday of the Month at 10am 

Mass, Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters the Mass will be specifically dedicated 
to a Children’s Mass and Liturgy. The Readings and Homily will be for the children.  

 
 THE NEOCATECHUMENAL COMMUNITY consists of youth and adults who 

meet to listen to the Word of God and celebrate the Eucharist as they participate in on
-going Christian formation towards adult faith.  You are invited to St Benedict's 
Church, Wallaby Dr, Mudgeeraba for the Celebration of the Word of God every 
Thursday 7.30 - 8.30pm.  For more information contact Dean Sargent 0401 942241 
after 5pm. 

 
 PARISH CHOIR REHEARSALS - Mondays at Mary, Mother of Mercy Church 

from 5.30 - 6.30pm.  All ages welcome. 
 
 PLANNED GIVING - Thank you for the generosity and support of all who contribute 

to the Parish Planned Giving.  Details for electronic banking are as follows:     

  BSB:  064 786;  A/c No:  100010144.  Reference:  Planned Giving/Surname. 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) continues each Monday, 7-8pm, 
Parish Office.  If you would like to know more about the Catholic faith, if you have 
not been baptised or you are baptised in another faith tradition and wish to be 
received into the Catholic Church you are most welcome.  
RCIF (Rite of Christian Initiation of Families) will continue each Sunday in 
October, 4.30pm, Mary, Mother of Mercy.   

part 4 next week 



 

Music for this Sunday  

If you are a Parish Volunteer or working in the parish, the onus is on you to comply with all Archdiocesan policies.  Safeguarding training and 
registration is available online - www.safeguardingaob.com.au If you see any unsafe practice or reportable occurrence please contact the 
Parish Office or STOPline Service - 1300 304550;  AOB@stopline.com.au;  www.bnecatholic.stopline.com 

Gathering:    
 
Come To The Water 
 
 Come to the water, you who are thirsty. 
 Though you have nothing, I bid you come. 
 And be filled with the goodness I have to offer. 
 Come!  Listen!  Live! 
 
Why spend your money on what cannot fill 
the emptiness deep in your heart? 
Listen to my word and you will enjoy 
goodness and peace in your heart. 
 
Just as the heavens are high above earth; 
my ways and thoughts beyond you. 
Call me your Father and know I am near. 
I will be Father to you!  
© Frank Andersen,Chevalier Press 
 

Psalm Response:  
 
Fill us with your love O Lord, 
and we will sing for joy. 
 
Communion:    Love Is His Word 
 
Love is his word, love is his way, 
feasting with all, fasting alone, 
living and dying, rising again, 
love, only love, is his way. 
 
  Richer than gold is the love of my Lord; 
  better than splendour and wealth. 
 
Love is his way, love is his mark, 
sharing his last Passover feast, 
Christ at his table, host to the twelve, 
love, only love, is his mark. 
 
Love is his mark, love is his sign, 
bread for our strength, wine for our joy. 
'This is my body, this is my blood'. 
Love, only love, is his sign. 
 
Love is his sign, love is his news, 
'Do this', he said, 'lest you forget 
all my deep sorrow, all my dear blood'. 
Love, only love, is his news.  
© McCrimmon Publishing Co Ltd 

For the Kids ...  

Thanksgiving:      Shelter Me 
 
Shepherd and sheep, my God and I, 
to fresh green fields you led my steps in days gone by. 
You gave me rest by quiet springs 
and filled my soul with peace  
your loving presence brings. 
 
  O shelter me, O shelter me. 
  The way ahead is dark and difficult to see. 
  O shelter me, O shelter me. 
  All will be well if only you will shelter me. 
 
Yet now I tread a diff'rent way 
death dogs my path with stealthy steps from day to day. 
I cannot find your peaceful place 
but dwell in dreary darkness, longing for your face. 
 
I will look back in days to come 
and realize your faithfulness has led me home. 
Within your house I'll find my peace 
trusting that in your mercy you have sheltered me.  
© 2020, Michael Joncas 
 
Recessional:    The Summons 
 
Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don't know  
and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, 
will you let my name be known, 
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 
 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare 
should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer pray'r in you and you in me?  
© 1987, John L Bell, Willow Connection 


