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Parish Weekly Diary....
Saturday 10 October
St Daniel Comboni
World Mental Health Day
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
4.15pm Reconciliation - Miami
5.00pm Mass - Miami
5.00pm Reconciliation - Palm Beach
6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday 11 October
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am

Mass - Burleigh Heads (50+ people)
Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people)
Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people)
Mass - Miami (75+ people)
Mass - Burleigh Waters

5.00pm
5.30pm

Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters
Mass - Burleigh Waters (100+ people)

(100+ people - live-streamed)

Monday 12 October
Our Lady of Aparecida - Brazil
9.00am Mass - Miami
Tuesday 13 October - St Edward the Confessor
7.30am Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)
Wednesday 14 October - St Callistus
8.00am Morning Prayer of Divine Office
5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach
Thursday 15 October - St Teresa of Avilla
5.15pm Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba
5.30pm Mass - Mudgeeraba
Friday 16 October - St Margaret Mary Alacoque
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters
(100+ people - live-streamed)

Saturday 17 October
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
5.00pm Mass - Miami
6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday 18 October
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am

Mass - Burleigh Heads (50+ people)
Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people)
Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people)
Mass - Miami (75+ people)
Mass - Burleigh Waters

5.30pm

Mass - Burleigh Waters (100+ people)

(100+ people - live-streamed)

Dying Peacefully Sunday
Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
11 October, 2020
Year A: Is 25:6-10; Phil 4:12-14,19-20; Mt 22:1-14
next week's Readings: Is 45:1,4-6; 1 Thess 1:1-5; Mt 22:15-21

On 11 October our Parish, along with the
Archdiocese of Brisbane, will focus on Euthanasia
and local legislation and a community understanding
of what Euthanasia entails.
Euthanasia must not be confused with turning off a
ventilator on a person who is already brain dead.
This is a common misperception in the community.
People often confuse euthanasia and terms such as
assisted dying with palliative care. Doctors and
nurses involved in palliative care never kill patients.
They ease suffering: that is all. The sanctity of life
is a fundamental principle of our Christian faith. The
taking of life can never be justified.
Please take the brochures - available at churches this weekend.

Matthew gives us another parable today and its details can be very confusing,
even irritating. It’s the parable of the king who has prepared a wedding banquet
for his son and is rebuffed by the prime guests. Let’s look at its most obvious
level, as a story, and enumerate what, at first hearing, speaks to us and also
befuddles us. The parable will yield its message if we respect how it is told,
who is telling it and why Matthew included it in his gospel.
What an usual way to get guests to come to a wedding! The king sends his
servants to "summon" them. Do we summon guests to our family weddings
and celebrations? No, but then we are not people in power and rulers of a
kingdom. Kings and queens, with absolute power operate, differently than we
do. This seems to be the second invitation the king has issued, since those
summoned are already the "invited guests." A first announcement has
previously gone out and now these guests would be expecting the call to
announce the feast is ready. But they ignore the servants’ summons. I know
some teenagers who turned down an invitation to a party when they heard who
the other guests were. Adults do the same. Is that what happened here? Or,
were there other reasons for not going?
Were those on the guest list, the movers and the shakers, making some point
to the king? The excuses the invited guests give for not attending are flimsy;
they merely return to their workplaces, as if to say, their work was more
important than the royal son’s wedding. How does one ignore an invitation to a
royal wedding? Even if you didn’t want to go, wouldn’t you go because you
wanted to show respect to your ruler? We know what it is like to go to a party
just because the boss, or a friend has invited us. So, for the king’s subjects, it
just makes good political sense to go to the wedding. In their negative
response to the invitation, the guests are being foolish, arrogant, even
insulting.
In Jesus’ culture honour was highly prized and to publically embarrass
someone was a terrible affront – and, in this case, those rejecting the invitation
are insulting their king! Some even mistreat and kill the king’s servants; which
is equivalent to a direct attack on him. He cannot let this go by without a
response, after all he is their king and has to maintain his honour and position.
So, the king orders the recalcitrant subjects killed and burns their city. But now
what will he do, after all he has a feast prepared and a son to be married? He
just eliminated the guest list.
The king sends out his servants to the "main roads," which would include the
town squares and markets. He "invites" people who would never be on a royal,
or "respectable" person’s guest list.
continued next page ...

But those who were first invited, the business people and
landowners, had rejected his invitation! Think of those who
would now be invited from the "main roads": peddlers,
butchers, beggars, prostitutes, tax collectors, shop lifters, the
physically impaired and sick, etc. These people would know a
good thing when they heard it; they wouldn’t be so stupid to
refuse.
We know how much time and effort we put into planning
weddings; and we are not even royalty. Think of the exquisite
food and drink on those tables. How carefully they would have
been chosen! Would these newcomers appreciate what was
set before them? Would they sip and savour the best wines?
Drink them in their proper order? Of course not. They would
be hungry and thirsty. In fact, can’t you see them shoving and
pushing to get in and grab the best places and the best food
and drink? So much for "proper decorum!" In their whole lives
they would never have had such a feast and must have
thought they never would again, so they were going to dive
right in and enjoy themselves; make the most of the moment.
Gobble, gobble, drink, drink. "More please!" Do those who are
in need know how to celebrate more than those who have too
much? If we recognize our need today at Eucharist and
realize the gift we have received, we might have more than
enough reason to "celebrate Eucharist" together.
The king enters the banquet hall to meet the "guests." They
are no longer merely beggars, street people, foreigners,
thieves, etc. They are called "guests." Their conditions have
completely been reversed. And they did nothing to deserve it!
They were invited to a feast they, in their wildest imaginations,
would never dream they would get to attend. I hear the sound
of God’s grace echoing through the banquet hall above the
din, raucous behaviour, the singing and laughing of the
"guests."
Here’s still one more confounding detail in the parable; one
we might like to eliminate. The embarrassing element in the
parable, as if there haven’t been enough already(!), is the
king’s encounter with the man without his "wedding garment."
I want to protest to the king, "But you just had him rounded up
from the streets, how can you expect him to be wearing the
proper fineries? Where would he get them anyway, aren’t you
being fickle and unreasonable"?
There is an option in the Lectionary to end the parable at
verse 10, and thus eliminate the seeming-unreasonable detail
about the improperly-dressed guest. But sometimes the
jarring aspects of these parables yield the most fruit for the
hearer. In a religion class for six-year olds, when this parable
was read and the teacher asked about the man’s lack of a
wedding garment, one child offered, "The king wanted his new
guests to be properly dressed for the wedding and maybe he
gave out wedding garments at the door." Not a bad response,
and that is one biblical scholars have also suggested. We are
given what we need, once we accept the invitation to the
wedding feast. Remember the Cinderella story: the fairy
godmother gave her the gown so Cinderella could attend the
ball. St. Paul says a similar thing today in our second reading
from Philippians, "My God will fully supply whatever you need
in accord with God’s glorious riches in Christ Jesus."

Matthew’s community consisted of both Jewish and Gentile
converts; quite a mixture for a church in its infancy! Jewish
Christians would certainly pick up on the allegorical features in
today’s parable, for just as the king’s servants mistreated and
killed the servants sent to invite them to the feast, so were the
prophets, who were sent to call the people back to God,
mistreated and killed.
Like those invited to the feast from the main roads, Matthew’s
community must have also had a mixture of the "good and
bad" and so the second part of the parable would have
challenged them. How were the members changing their lives
in response to the invitation to the wedding God had given
them? Did they realize the gift they had received? What was
their attitude and disposition towards other "guests" in the
community. If all are guests, none meriting the invitation, but
rather brought in by grace, then how could Christians continue
to separate and divide themselves according to race, gender,
country of origin, language, sexual orientation, newcomers
and old timers, well dressed and the poor?
If you have read I and II Corinthians, you know the troubles
and divisions the community in Corinth had and how much it
distressed Paul. At their celebrations were Jewish and Gentile
converts, both rich and poor, widows, orphans, the sick and
people from "the main roads," who responded to Jesus’
embracing message. This diversity must have been hard for
some to take, those used to being with their "own kind." But
then, there were Paul’s strong correctives in his letters and
there were parables like today’s, to challenge their elitism and
call them back to being a community of Jesus’ followers.
If we are attentive to the Word we hear today, and taken
today’s gospel to heart, then how could we fail to look around
at our Eucharist today and celebrate everyone here with us?
Let’s not judge their motives for coming, or their dress, or how
active they are in the parish. Let’s celebrate them and the fact
that we all are hearers of the Word today. We will do our best
to be doers of that Word too! Let God make the call on who is
wearing the proper wedding garment.

Artwork: retrieved from https://trulygod.wordpress.com/2017/06/26/parableof-the-wedding-feast/

“The Lord will wipe away the tears from every cheek…”
There are a lot of references to food and banquets in the texts that form today’s Liturgy of the Word. From
the first reading’s reference to “rich food, a banquet of fine wines”, through to the Responsorial Psalm’s
assurance that the Lord “has prepared a banquet for me/in the sight of my foes”, and the famous parable of
the wedding feast, told by Jesus – we are a Church which gathers for spiritual nourishment and we are a Church called to bring
practical sustenance to those in need. From these moments of ‘coming together’, we are fed in order to then go forth and share what we
have with others. One of the ways available for us, as Catholics, is to support the missionary work of the Pontifical Mission Societies, of
which Catholic Mission is a part. We ask for your prayerful and financial contributions. You can send a text to the following mobile
number (the rest of the process is quite simple) 0488 854 436 (enter your parish name in the notes), by donating online at
catholicmission.org.au/Cambodia or by using the appeal envelopes that will be made available on World Mission Sunday (Oct 17/18).
In anticipation for all the ways you will help “wipe the tears from every cheek”, we give thanks.

Catholic sector gives Budget mixed report card
Published: 07 October 2020 CATHNEWS
Catholic Health Australia (CHA) has welcomed the Morrison Government’s boost to out of hospital care in the federal Budget
but says an opportunity has been missed to tackle underlying financial pressures facing the residential aged care sector.
CHA said the reforms announced last night will pave the way for much-needed changes to the health sector and ensure more
patients are able to be treated in their own homes.
CHA’s Out of Hospital Care in Australia – Advancing Health’s Missing Sector report released last month found current funding
mechanisms prevented many private health patients from accessing hospital-level care in their home for services such as
renal dialysis, mental health, post-natal services, palliative care, and chemotherapy.
CHA Health Policy Director James Kemp applauded the Government’s common-sense policy, which begins with mental health
and orthopaedics from April 2021.
“This is a timely announcement and one that will be well-received by patients, their carers and clinicians across Australia. It
means more of the right care in the right place at the right time and that is a great outcome for patients,” Mr Kemp said.
CHA said the residential aged care sector, however, needs an urgent injection of funding to tackle the “triple whammy” of
declining revenues, rising costs and public expectations that standards need to rise.
It welcomed the announcement of $1.6 billion for 23,000 extra home care packages but said it will still leave 80,000 people on
the waiting list.
CHA chief executive Pat Garcia said it was “disappointing that
once again the aged care sector has largely been forgotten” in
the Budget.
FULL
STORY:
https://cathnews.com/media-releases/2383201006-catholic-health-australia-catholic-aged-care-services-left
-disappointed-by-budget-as-industry-continues-to-buckle-underfinancial-strain/file
Catholic aged care services left disappointed by budget as
industry continues to buckle under financial strain (Catholic
Health Australia)
Catholic hospital sector welcomes Government move on out of
hospital care (Catholic Health Australia)

Burleigh Youth News!
On Friday the 9th of October, Burleigh Youth launched its first Yr. 10-12 movement called The
Alternative. This sought to reach high schoolers who are seeking real friendships, truth and meaning
in their life. The month of October we are seeking to understand what makes someone great! Join
us next week for our Question Everything panel where you can ask any question and hear a
response.
Make sure to register with our link in our instagram bio @ burleighyouth.
God bless you,
Darcy Rogers.
FUNERALS
Everyone deserves a full life. Right now, aged care and
support for older people in our community is subject to
greater scrutiny than ever before.
Governments must provide for sustainable aged care
services, improve regulatory frameworks to ensure the
quality of care and provide older people and their
families with real choice and control over the services
they receive.
How will you use your Queensland State Election vote
for the benefit of people of every age in our community?
Consider the Common Good on October 31. You can
find out more about the issues you might reflect on when
you cast your vote at https://bit.ly/2FvHA8W

Sacrament of Penance within the Parish
The parish will celebrate only the first rite of reconciliation behind a grill/screen in set
confessionals and the times will be 4.15 - 4.45pm Saturday Miami; 5.00 - 5.30pm
Saturday Palm Beach; 5.00 - 5.15pm Sunday Burleigh Waters, Mary, Mother of Mercy
and Thursday 5.15pm Mudgeeraba. Or by appointment, only with Priests' consent, for the
Sacrament of Penance. The communal Second Rite of Penance is being reviewed.

PLANNED GIVING
Sincere thanks to all who have continued to
support the Parish during these difficult
times. Details for internet banking: BSB:
064 786; A/c No: 00605 1108; A/c Name:
Burleigh Parish; Reference: Planned Giving/
Surname.

TELEPHONE MASS - 5647 3442.
PARISH PODCAST - Listen to weekly
homilies, updates and more on your phone/
mobile devices.
Search 'Burleigh Heads Parish' on any of
your favourite podcast apps.

Last week we celebrated the funerals of Brian
Smith and Rosanna Ng who have died in
Christ. Let us remember their families and
friends in our prayers this week.

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings

DECEASED
Masses have been requested for the recently
deceased and for friends and relatives whose
anniversaries occur at this time: Rosanna Ng,

Brian Smith, Natalia and Ignacio Abarquez.

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for
Michael Allan, Patricia Ashton, Peter W
Bennett, Leigh Boulcher, William Buckley,
James Burke, Diane Busutil, Mary Cale,
Jacqui & Emile Cloete & family, Norma
Evans, Angelita Freda, Geromy Grima, Fred
Grioli, Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, Jean Hokin,
Denis McEnery, Terezia Meleg, Fay & John
Mooney, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie
Nicolas, Eileen O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean
O’Reilly, Anne Owens, Phyllis Pola, Goldina
Pondoc, William Sheehan, Peter Smith,
Andrew Supple, Warren Wilson, Graham
Zendler, Norah Zipf, the sick of our Parish
and all in need of God’s healing Spirit.

Music for this Sunday
Recessional:

Gathering:
Table Of Plenty
Come to the feast of heaven and earth.
Come to the table of plenty.
God will provide for all that we need,
here at the table of plenty.
O, come and sit at my table
where saints and sinners are friends.
I wait to welcome the lost and lonely
to share the cup of my love.
My bread will ever sustain you
through days of sorrow and woe.
My wine will flow like a sea of gladness
to flood the depths of our soul.
© 1992, Daniel L Schutte, OCP Publications

I Heard The Voice Of Jesus

I heard the voice of Jesus say,
'Come unto me and rest;
lay down, O weary one, lay down
your head upon my breast'.
I came to Jesus, as I was,
so weary and worn and sad;
I found in him a resting place,
and he has made me glad.
I heard the voice of Jesus say,
'I am this dark world's light;
look unto me, your morn shall rise,
and all your day be bright'.
I looked to Jesus, and I found
in him my star, my sun;
and in that light of life I'll walk
till trav'ling days are done.
© Oxford University Press

For the Kids ...

The Lord will prepare a feast for all nations
Down:
1.

a lavish meal given to
celebrate a special occasion

2. a marriage celebration
4. a father and mother's male child
5. the Lord will wipe away the
tears from every _ _ _ _ _
6. the opposite of rich
8. starving, in need of food
9. a celebration with food and drink

Across:

Is 25:6-10
Phil 4:12-14, 19-20
Mt 22:1-10

3.

people you invite

7.

to be strong is to have this

10.

what we shed when we cry

11.

the _ _ _ _ gave a wedding banquet for his son

12.

a road that is lined with buildings

