
Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 

Saturday 11 December 
4.30am  Simbang Gabi Mass - Burleigh Waters 
      (NO 8am Mass today) 
4.15pm   Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Sunday 12 December 

7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Monday 13 December  -  St Lucy 

9.00am  Mass - Miami 
 
Tuesday 14 December  -  St John of the Cross 

7.30am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
7.00pm  Retreat Evening - Community Centre 
 
Wednesday 15 December 
5.30pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Thursday 16 December 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba 
5.30pm  Mass - Mudgeeraba 
 
Friday 17 December 
10.00am    Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

6.00pm  Sung Evening Prayer - Burleigh Heads 
7.00pm  Festival of Carols and Readings - MMM  
Saturday 18 December 
8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm   Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach  
Sunday 19 December 

7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

During Advent the prophets are rather persistent, aren’t 
they?  They are also very upbeat - at least during Advent. 
In our first readings this Advent the prophets don’t level 
indictments against injustice and religious hypocrisy – 

though the rest of their writings have no lack of such judgments. Instead, these 
weeks we hear the other side of prophecy, the promise and consolation offered 
to a needy and devastated people. Indeed, today’s Zephaniah reading 
practically dances with joy, while the rest of the book of Zephaniah is rather 
gloomy and ominous in its condemnation of the people’s moral and religious 
failures.  
 
Earlier Zephaniah promised that the Day of the Lord was coming when God 
would punish the people’s sinfulness. In the passage immediately preceding 
today’s (3:11-13), the prophet says God will leave a small group of those who 
have been faithful to God – the "anawim." These simple and lowly ones are the 
recipients of Zephaniah’s good news. When the "Day of the Lord" ("On that 
Day") does come, those who have kept the covenant have nothing to fear. God 
will be in their midst, as God has always been. That "day" will be an occasion for 
rejoicing because even the just will be renewed in God’s love. 
 
When God does come, "on that day," how will God deal with sin and sinners? 
Will it be bad news for sinners? No, the good news announced in both 
Philippians and the Lucan passage today is about bad news for sin, but good 
news for sinners.  
 
In the days of Latin liturgy, today was called "Gaudete Sunday (ROSE 
SUNDAY)." The language may have changed, but the sense of today hasn’t. In 
the midst of Advent the dominant message is an invitation to "Rejoice." In the 
Philippians reading Paul picks up Zephaniah’s message and calls us to rejoice. 
Why? Because in Christ the "day of the Lord" has arrived. God has dealt with sin 
by defeating it and offering sinners mercy. That is good news and a firm reason 
to "Rejoice in the Lord always." Is Paul just a "cockeyed optimist," someone 
living in a world of his own, detached from reality? Hardly, since he writes to the 
Philippian church from prison. He knows the Philippians are in a difficult time, as 
he says earlier in the letter, "...for it is your special privilege to take Christ’s part 
– not only to believe in him but also to suffer for him. Yours is the same struggle 
as mine..." (1:29-30). Both Paul and the Philippians are in "the same struggle."  
 
When Paul invites them to "Rejoice in the Lord always," he is not telling them, or 
us, to close our eyes to pain and injustice and to "put on a happy face." To use 
one more cliché, ours is not a "pie-in-the-sky" religion. Rather, Paul casts a 
sober eye at the struggles Christians endure and calls for rejoicing even in a 
world of war, violence, pandemic, genocide, poverty, civil war, domestic abuse, 
church scandal, etc. The reason he can still encourage rejoicing is succinctly 
stated, "The Lord is near." He knew consolation, strength and hope, not 
because he had an easy solution to life’s problems, but because in the midst of 
them he trusted, "The Lord is near."  
 
Does this faith invite a laissez faire approach to life – life will take care of itself? 
Hardly. That wasn’t Paul’s mode of living his faith. Instead, like him, we can 
have courage to try to bring light to those who "dwell in the shadow of death." 
With God guarding "your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus," there is nothing the 
Christian need fear to address: neither personal sin, nor the sin that is ingrained 
in our culture and world. Paul invites us to take our concerns to God in "prayer 
and petition with thanksgiving." There are two weeks till Christmas and things 
are quite hectic and may even have gotten out of hand. Paul’s message keeps 
us focused on the basics of the season: Christ is close at hand; the world’s 
excesses and sin will not get the best of us; we must keep our focus on Christ; 
express our hope and gratitude to God in prayer and, Paul tells us, express our 
"kindness...to all."       CONTINUED NEXT PAGE ... 
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Third Sunday of Advent 

12 December, 2021  
Year C:  Zeph 3:14-18;  Phil 4:4-7;  Lk 3:10-18 

next week's Readings:  Micah 5:1-4;  Heb 10:5-10;  Lk 1:39-44 
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On the subject of what we must do, Luke is very clear. In the verses preceding today’s gospel, John the Baptist, never a smooth 
diplomat, has called those listening to him a brood of vipers. He charged them with trying to escape from the wrath that was soon to 
come, rather than repenting. That got their attention, so they now ask John, "What should we do?" Perhaps they expected John to 
put a heavy burden on them, call for repentance accompanied by highly visible and arduous proofs of a change of heart. What must 
these people do to truly be God’s people, the faithful remnant Zephaniah addressed, who would experience God in their midst as 
their "mighty Saviour?"   
John’s response to their anxious question, "What must we do?", is disarmingly simple: he calls them and us to live good and faithful 
lives. So, for example, in the ordinary events of daily life we must include concern and response to the needs of the poor: "Whoever 
has two cloaks should share with the person who has none." And, whoever has food should do likewise. No complacency, or miserly 
giving here! One can never say, "I’ve done my share for the poor," for John says, if you have two cloaks – share. In this case that’s 
half of what one has!   
Basically the Baptist is telling us to be faithful to our roles in life – be good parents and honest workers; treat people justly. If we 
have authority and power over someone ("tax collectors") don’t take advantage of them. Be fair and help those in need. Ours is not 
an other-worldly, mountaintop religion. We are to be honest people, characterized by lives of integrity; we should not take advantage 
of anyone and must treat them with respect. John calls us to be satisfied with what we 
have – and to do something for those who have not.  
John the Baptist plays a strong role in Luke’s narrative. He and what he says, certainly 
dominate today’s gospel reading. Those who hear John cannot just listen to his 
message, they must show by their actions that they have internalized it. They cannot 
claim privilege and access to God merely because they are among the chosen people. 
Nor can Christians expect a special place or favour merely because we belong to a 
church. As John tells us today, we must do deeds that reflect what we have received 
and what we believe. We cannot put off to another time the serious self-examination he 
is asking us to do. He speaks with urgency – the one who is coming is ready to clear 
the threshing floor and separate the wheat from the chaff. No time to waste!  
John says he is only, "baptizing you with water, but one mightier than I is coming." He 
is calling for a change of behaviour, starting with repentance and following through with 
actions. He tells people they must prepare for the coming messiah by a change of life. 
Christ will follow up and bring to us the power of his death and resurrection. In Christ 
all will be new and his baptism will be with "the Holy Spirit and fire." That’s what we 
need if we are to sustain our commitment to Christ for the long haul – "the Holy Spirit 
and fire." Then our acts of love and service for the sake of the gospel will not be done 
just to curry favour from God. Rather, "the day of the Lord" has arrived and God is in 
our midst. The Holy Spirit "fires" our desire, determination and energies to full time and 
lifelong service. Luke will soon remove John from the scene because our true focus is 
not John and his ethical call; but it is Jesus and the life-giving Spirit he gives us that will 
keep us faithful servants to Christ and enables us to vigilantly watch for his return.   
There’s a lot of pain in our world. Over 5 million people have died from the pandemic. The problems in our world and nation feel 
overwhelming. We certainly aren’t going to solve all the problems we see or hear about. But we can do something! Today we are 
invited to acknowledge who God is and what God has done for us in Christ. Today’s Eucharist is an opportunity to give thanks and 
praise for God’s wonderful works on our behalf. Then we will leave here to take the good news of what we have heard and 
experienced into the world. We do that mostly in our ordinary lives, by words and actions that form the stuff of our everyday living. 
Where do we see wrong? Who are those in need and in pain? Who can use a kind word, a patient ear, a comforting presence? How 
are we being called to reflect the nearness of the Lord in our world? Will those who meet or know us experience that the day of the 
Lord has arrived? Will they have reason to believe the prophets and 

* Artwork: “St. John the Baptist” by Jen Norton - November 15th, 2014 

ADVENT 
RECONCILIATION MASSES 

 
The Masses for reconciliation in our 
personal life, families, communities 
and the world will be held:   

Monday 20
 
December  

Miami Church - 9am  
Wednesday 22

 
December  

Palm Beach Church - 5:30pm  
Thursday 23 December  

Mudgeeraba Church - 5:30pm 
 
The First Rite of Reconciliation is also 
available at the normal Weekend times 
and during the Retreat Nights on the 
14

th
 and 21

st
 December. 



DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the recently deceased 
and for friends and relatives whose anniversaries 

occur at this time:  Kevin Hickey, John Townsend, 
Colin Randazzo, Caterina Randazzo, Mary Cale, 
Paul Safy. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for Michael Allan, 
Noreen Andersen, Patricia Ashton, Brent Bennett, 
Leigh Boulcher, James Burke, Diane Busutil, 
Bernard Clark, Jacqui & Emile Cloete & family, Peter 
Freeman, Irene Garland, Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli, 
Vera Havlik, Jean Hokin, Anne Lord, Denis McEnery, 
Terezia Meleg, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie 
Nicolas, Eileen O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, 
Sean Roche, Anne Owens, Phyllis Pola, Maureen 
Reti, Peter Smith, Andrew Supple, Olivia Tonner, 
Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, the sick of our Parish 
and all in need of God’s healing Spirit.  

FUNERALS 
Last week we celebrated the funeral of Kevin 
Brendan Hickey who has died in Christ.   
Let us remember his family and friends in our 
prayers this week. 

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings 

 The ST VINCENT DE PAUL GIFTING TREE and 
VOUCHERS will only be available this weekend and 

any gifts must be back to the churches by the following 
weekend (18/19 December) for them to be delivered in 
time for Christmas.  Thank you all for your generosity 
once again.  May the Christ of Christmas bless you all.      
Burleigh Heads St Vincent de Paul Conference. 

 

 PLANNED GIVING - Thank you for the generosity and 

support of all who contribute to the Parish Planned 
Giving.  Details for electronic banking are as follows:     

  BSB:  064 786;  A/c No:  100010144.   

  Reference:   Planned Giving/Surname. 
 

 THE WCCM MEDITATION GROUP will 

recommence on Monday 7 February.  For further 
information contact Paul 0499 487270. 

Christmas Mass Times 

Friday 24 December 

5pm Calvary Church, Miami 

6.00pm Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters 

6.30pm Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach 

9pm Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads 

Midnight Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters 

Saturday 25 December 

7am Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads 

7am Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach 

8.30am Calvary Church, Miami 

8.30am St Benedict's, Mudgeeraba 

10am Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters 

A Vocation View:  Have you ever 

asked:  "What ought I do?"  Simply,  

tell the good news to people.  Nothing else matters. 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
 

Please join us as we celebrate our  

Festival of Carols and Readings  
 

Friday 17 December 7pm,  
Mary, Mother of Mercy Church 

 

Come and enjoy the evening candlelight liturgy  
- to hear the Christmas story proclaimed 

and join in singing the ageless carols. 
 

Parish Christmas Party will take place after the service in the 
undercover area of Marymount (adjacent to the church) with nibbles, 

traditional Christmas cake, shortbread, tea, coffee and cordial. 
 

BYO picnic rug, folding chair and a family share plate for the party 
as we continue singing along to Christmas songs. 

 

Saturday 12 February '22 

9am - 4pm 
Santa Maria Spirituality 

Centre, Ormiston 

If you would like to attend this retreat please book with Evangelisation Brisbane.  
https://app.tickets.org.au/eb/leadershipretreat   3324 3440.  leadership@bne.catholic.net.au 



Music for this Sunday  

Gathering:   Prepare The Way 
 
He's the Lamb of God and you must follow him 
who takes the sin of the world, 
for he has come to give you life. 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 
 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 
 
© 1981, Brian Boniwell, Spectrum Publications 
 
Psalm Response:    
 
Sing and shout for joy, for great in your midst 
is the holy one, the holy one of Israel. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: 
 
Word we long for, Alleluia; 
Word we thirst for.  Maranatha! 
 
Key of David, Alleluia; 
Son of Mary.  Maranatha! 
 
Promised Saviour, Alleluia; 
true Messiah.  Maranatha! 
 
Cry of prophets, Alleluia; 
hope of ages.  Maranatha! 
 
Sanctus 

Lamb Of God 

 

Communion:    The Angel Gabriel 
 
The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 
"Rejoice!" the angel said, "The Lord is with you".   
 
 Refrain:  Most highly favoured lady.  Gloria! 
 
"Be not afraid, for you shall bear a child; 
by him shall we to God be reconciled. 
His name shall be Emmanuel, the long-fore-told". (Refrain) 
 
Then gentle Mary humbly bowed her head; 
"To me be as it pleases God", she said, 
"My soul shall praise and magnify his holy name". (Refrain) 
 
"And so", she said, "how happy I shall be! 
All generations will remember me, 
for God has kept the promises to Israel".  (Refrain) 
 
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
in Bethlehem upon the Christmas morn, 
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:  (R) 
 
© 1961, H Freeman & Co 
 
      Recessional:    O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 
       O come, thou key of David, come, 
       and open wide our heav'nly home; 
       make safe the way that leads on high, 
       and close the path of misery.. 
 
         Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
         shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O come, thou day-spring from on high, 
and cheer us by thy drawing nigh; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death's dark shadow put to flight. 

Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727411 

For the Kids ...  


