BURLEIGH HEADS CATHOLIC PARISH
BURLEIGH WATERS - MARY, MOTHER OF MERCY -3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters
BURLEIGH HEADS - INFANT SAVIOUR - 4 Park Av, Burleigh Heads
PALM BEACH - OUR LADY OF THE WAY - Eleventh Ave, Palm Beach
MIAMI - CALVARY - Redondo Av, Miami
MUDGEERABA - ST. BENEDICT'S - Wallaby Dr, Mudgeeraba
SPRINGBROOK - ST TERESA'S CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

PARISH OFFICE: Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters
[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads]

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au
Phone:
5576 6466 [also for After Hours]
e-mail:
burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM:
Fr Morgan Batt - Parish Priest
Fr Jacob Kalu - Parochial Vicar
Parish Business & Finance Manager
Neil Segerdahl - manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc, Maree Wright
Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom
Parish Youth Minister - Darcy Rogers

Parish Weekly Diary....
Monday 14 December
St John of the Cross
9.00am Mass - Miami
Tuesday 15 December
St Frances Schervier
International Tea Day
7.30am Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)
Wednesday 16 December
Simbang Gabi
4.30am Mass - Burleigh Waters
8.00am Morning Prayer of Divine Office
5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach
Thursday 17 December
5.15pm Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba
5.30pm Mass of Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba
Friday 18 December
International Migrants Day
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters
(350+ people - live-streamed)

6.00pm

Sung Evening Prayer - Burleigh Heads

Saturday 19 December
Our Lady of Guadalupe
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads (120+ people)
4.15pm Reconciliation - Miami
5.00pm Mass - Miami (200+ people)
5.15pm Reconciliation - Palm Beach
6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach (150+ people)

Sunday 20 December
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am

Mass - Burleigh Heads (120+ people)
Mass - Palm Beach (150+ people)
Mass - Mudgeeraba (200+ people)
Mass - Miami (200+ people)
Mass - Burleigh Waters

5.00pm
5.30pm

Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters
Mass - Burleigh Waters (350+ people)

(350+ people - live-streamed)

Third Sunday of Advent
13 December, 2020
Year B: Is 61:1-2,10-11; 1 Thess 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8,19-28
next week's Readings: 2 Sam 7:1-5,8-12,14,16; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38

Today we are at the beginning of John’s Gospel. Like
Mark John has no birth story, except the single line
from his opening Prologue: "The Word became flesh
and made his dwelling among us and we have seen
his glory: the glory of an only Son coming from the
Father, filled with enduring love." Not much here to
enact in a Christmas play, is there?
John the Baptist is a major person in Advent. He
hinges the Hebrew prophets and is sent by God to
prepare and point to Jesus (Malachi 3:1). In the fourth
Gospel John’s main role is that of witness. This
gospel is clear: John is not the light, but a witness to the light. With emphasis the
Baptist asserts his lesser role to that of Christ. He is only a voice crying out in the
wilderness to prepare for the coming of the light. (It is thought that there was a
rivalry between the followers of John the Baptist and those of Jesus, hence the
Baptist’s emphasis on not being the light.)
Jesus has not yet appeared in this gospel (except as the Word eternal). Instead,
what we have is the voice of one "sent from God." It might interest us to check how
the other three Gospels portray the Baptist. In John’s gospel, when asked by the
religious authorities who he is and what authority he has to baptise, the Baptist
answers with a series of disclaimers: "I am not…." He does not even describe
himself in his own words, but by the words of the prophet Isaiah. He is not the
featured player in this God-composed drama. He is just a witness to the one
coming after him who will fulfil God’s promises. "There is one among you whom
you do not recognise."
John was giving witness to the light, Jesus. When Christ comes he will shine a light
on our world. By that light we will be able to see our misplaced priorities that have
taken us into shadows and darkness. We can pause here and ask ourselves: To
what "lights" have I turned and been disappointed? By the light of Jesus, we can
see a new way of living in union with God – a life of joy, peace and thanksgiving.
We are also shown how to respond to the least by the light Jesus gives us in the
example of his life.
John tells the Pharisees that they do not know the one who is coming, and indeed,
who is already among them. How’s that for an Advent reflection? How is Jesus
among us already and we don’t recognise him? If we believe he has already come
and is among us, then are we missing him by looking in the wrong places? We
know his presence is sure and permanent, not like the tinsel and decorations of
these weeks that will be tossed out, or boxed until next year.
Jesus is already with us, even when the signs seem to indicate he is absent.
Where is he when we look through a glass partition at a loved one on a ventilator in
an intensive care unit? Where is he at the long lines in the shopping centres?
Where is he when we have to wait anxious days for borders to open and stay
open? I hope this is not a cop out, but I’ll leave you to answer those and other
desperate questions we have had recently. Here is a hint where to look for Christ
among us from the poet Gerard Manley Hopkins:
" - for Christ plays in ten thousand places
Lovely in limbs and lovely in eyes not his
To the Father through the features of men’s faces."
- "As Kingfishers Catch Fire"
Just as John was a witness to Jesus’ coming, this Advent we ought to be witnesses
to Christ already present in the world. Perhaps the pandemic has shaken us
enough to refocus and to shift our attention to Christ and the kingdom of life he
proclaimed. The pandemic does not seem to have slowed our consumption-driven
culture very much and, in fact, may have intensified it.
continued next page ...

Isn’t it strange how we name all the things we give "Christmas gifts?" But what kind of gifts are
they? Do they reflect the life and values of the One whose birth we celebrate in a couple of weeks?
The first reading from Isaiah is a central one because it helps us interpret who Jesus is. In Luke’s
Gospel (4:18-19) Jesus quotes from the passage in the synagogue and then announces, "Today
this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing" (Luke 4:21). By identifying his mission with that of
Isaiah, Jesus chooses not to fulfil the people’s expectation of a Messiah-king, but to renounce
force and power over people and to choose for himself the role of servant, and the powerlessness
of the slave. Thus, he identified with the least, to announce good news to the poor and liberty to
those held captive in any way.
Isaiah made a prophecy to the poor and oppressed Israelites in exile and John points to its
fulfilment in Christ, the Light. At Christmas we will celebrate Jesus’ first coming. During Advent we
are called to wait for his Second Coming. But in the meantime, we already have the Light shining
in our midst to show us how to live each day in communion with God, who directs us to Christ,
already close to us in the poor and the needs of our neighbour.
Caution: We need to be alert to a tone of anti-Semitism that seems to be supported by these
gospel stories. For example, John tells us about, "the Jews from Jerusalem" who probe the Baptist
about his identity. Throughout his gospel John uses the term "the Jews" the most, over 60 times.
The term refers to the religious leaders in Jerusalem, not to the whole Jewish community.
Artwork: From Medjugorje Church in Bosnia Herzegovina, 2016. Mosaic of the Baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist as the first Luminous Mystery

Pope proclaims Year of St Joseph
Published: 09 December 2020
Detail of ‘St Joseph with the Infant Jesus’, oil on canvas, Guido Reni (1575-162) (Wikipedia/Hermitage Museum)

Pope Francis has declared
a Year of St Joseph in
honour
of
the
150th
anniversary of the saint’s
proclamation as patron of
the
Universal
Church.
Source: CNA.

but by taking up the responsibility to care for that child.”
Unfortunately, in today’s society, children “often seem orphans,
lacking fathers” who are able to introduce them “to life and reality.”
Children, the Pope says, need fathers who will not try to dominate
them, but instead raise them to be “capable of deciding for
themselves, enjoying freedom and exploring new possibilities.”

This is the sense in which St Joseph is described as a “most
The year began December chaste” father, which is the opposite of domineering
8th 2020 and will conclude possessiveness. Joseph, says Pope Francis, “knew how to love
on December 8, 2021, according to a decree authorised by the with extraordinary freedom. He never made himself the centre of
Pope and announced yesterday.
things. He did not think of himself, but focused instead on the
lives of Mary and Jesus.”
The decree said that Pope Francis had established a Year of St
Joseph so that “every member of the faithful, following his Happiness for Joseph involved a true gift of self: “In him, we never
example, may strengthen their life of faith daily in the complete see frustration, but only trust,” writes Pope Francis. “His patient
fulfilment of God’s will”.
silence was the prelude to concrete expressions of trust.” Joseph
stands out, therefore, as an exemplary figure for our time, in a
It added that the Pope had granted special indulgences to mark
world that “needs fathers,” and not “tyrants”; a society that “rejects
the year.
those who confuse authority with authoritarianism, service with
In addition to the decree, Francis issued an Apostolic Letter servility, discussion with oppression, charity with a welfare
dedicated to the foster father of Jesus. The Pope explained in the mentality, power with destruction.”
letter, titled Patris Corde (“With a father’s heart”) that he wanted to
share some “personal reflections” on the spouse of the Blessed True fathers, instead, “refuse to live the lives of their children for
them,” and instead respect their freedom. In this sense, says Pope
Virgin Mary.
Francis, a father realizes that “he is most a father and an educator
“My desire to do so increased during these months of pandemic,” at the point when he becomes ‘useless,’ when he sees that his
he said, noting that many people had made hidden sacrifices child has become independent and can walk the paths of life
during the crisis in order to protect others.
unaccompanied.” Being a father, the Pope emphasizes, “has
The Holy Father wrote Patris corde against the backdrop of the nothing to do with possession, but is rather a ‘sign’ pointing to a
Covid-19 pandemic, which, he says, has helped us see more greater fatherhood”: that of the “heavenly Father” (7).
clearly the importance of “ordinary” people who, though far from Pope Pius IX proclaimed St Joseph patron of the Universal
the limelight, exercise patience and offer hope every day. In this, Church on December 8, 1870, in the decree Quemadmodum
they resemble Saint Joseph, “the man who goes unnoticed, a Deus.
daily, discreet and hidden presence,” who nonetheless played “an
At the conclusion of his new Letter, he adds a prayer to St Joseph,
incomparable role in the history of salvation.”
which he encourages all of us to pray together:
“Each of us can discover in Joseph – the man who goes
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence – an intercessor,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
a support and a guide in times of trouble,” he wrote.
To you God entrusted his only Son;
“St Joseph reminds us that those who appear hidden or in the
in you Mary placed her trust;
shadows can play an incomparable role in the history of
with you Christ became man.
salvation.”
Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father
Taking a cue from The Shadow of the Father — a book by Polish
and guide us in the path of life.
writer Jan Dobraczyński — Pope Francis describes Joseph’s
Obtain for us grace, mercy,
fatherhood of Jesus as “the earthly shadow of the heavenly
and courage, and defend us from every evil. Amen.
Father.”
“Fathers are not born, but made,” says Pope Francis. “A man
does not become a father simply by bringing a child into the world,

Pope Francis proclaims “Year of St Joseph”
(Vatican News- https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-12/popefrancis-proclaims-year-of-st-joseph.html )

Christmas Mass Times
Thursday 24 December

Friday 25 December

5pm

Calvary Church, Miami

7am

Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads

5pm

St Benedict’s, Mudgeeraba

7am

Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach

6.30pm

Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach

8.30am

Calvary Church, Miami

6.30pm

Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters (children's Mass)

8.30am

St Benedict's, Mudgeeraba

9pm

Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads

10am

Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters

Midnight

Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters

5.30pm

Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters

CHRISTMAS MASSES - We need to plan ahead and have a strategy in place for Christmas Masses. If you can join a team to help
out at the 6.30pm Christmas Eve Children's Mass at Mary, Mother of Mercy Church (assisting with parking, sign-in, collections, marshalling,
etc) please phone the Parish Office. Thank you.

* For those who are keen to help out at this Mass (6.30pm - Christmas Eve, Mary, Mother of Mercy), there is a
planning get-together on Saturday 19 December at 9am in the Parish Office. If you can't make it - just contact Neil at
the Parish Office for your job list.
ADVENT SUNG EVENING PRAYER - Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads, 6pm Fridays 4, 11 and 18 December.
CHRISTMAS CONFESSIONS
As we no longer celebrate Second rite of Reconciliation in Parish, we will now move toward MASSES OF RECONCILIATION.
Mudgeeraba - 17 Dec, 5.30pm; Miami - 21 Dec, 9am; Burleigh Waters - 22 Dec, 7.30am; Palm Beach 23 Dec, 5.30pm.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL GIFTING TREE AND ANNUAL APPEAL - You can help those in need - please take a card from the Gifting Tree
and return with an unwrapped gift over coming weeks. The local St Vincent de Paul Conference will distribute on your behalf as part of
Christmas hampers delivered to those in need on 24 December. Your assistance is much appreciated.
WHAT’S WITH THE ROSE COLOURED VESTMENTS THIS SUNDAY
The season of Advent originated as a fast of 40 days in
preparation for Christmas, commencing on the day after
the feast of Saint Martin (11 November), whence it was often
called Saint Martin's Lent, a name by which it was known as
early as the fifth century. In the ninth century, the duration of
Advent was reduced to four weeks (a period starting four
Sundays before Christmas), and Advent preserved most of
the characteristics of a penitential season, which made it a
kind of counterpart to Lent. Gaudete Sunday is a counterpart
to Laetare Sunday, and provides a similar break about
midway through a season which is otherwise of a penitential
character, and signifies the nearness of the Lord's coming.
The spirit of the liturgy throughout Advent is one of
expectation and preparation for the feast of Christmas as well
as for the second coming of Christ, and the penitential
exercises suitable to that spirit are thus on Gaudete Sunday
suspended, as it were, for a while, in order to symbolize that
joy and gladness in the promised Redemption.
While the theme of Advent is a focus on the coming of Jesus
in three ways: his first, his present, and his final Advent, the
readings for Gaudete Sunday deal with rejoicing in the Lord –
Christian joy – as well as the mission of John the Baptist and his connection with Advent.
The theologian Henri Nouwen described the difference between joy and happiness. While
happiness is dependent on external conditions, joy is "the experience of knowing that you
are unconditionally loved and that nothing – sickness, failure, emotional distress,
oppression, war, or even death - can take that love away." Thus joy can be present even in
the midst of sadness.
In his 2014 Gaudete Sunday homily, Pope Francis said that Gaudete Sunday is known as
the "Sunday of joy", and that instead of fretting about "all they still haven't" done to prepare
for Christmas, people should "think of all the good things life has given you."
On Gaudete Sunday rose-coloured vestments may be worn instead of violet (or instead of
deep blue), which is otherwise prescribed for every day in the season of Advent. Gaudete
Sunday was also known as "Rose Sunday".
In churches that have an Advent wreath, the rose-coloured candle is lit in addition to two of
the violet or blue-coloured candles, which represent the first two Sundays of Advent.
Despite the otherwise sombre readings of the season of Advent, which has as a secondary
theme the need for penitence, the readings on the third Sunday emphasize the joyous
anticipation of the Lord's coming.

PLANNED GIVING

- Sincere thanks to all who have continued to support the Parish
throughout this year. Your support is greatly appreciated.
Details for internet banking: BSB: 064 786; A/c No: 00605 1108;
A/c Name: Burleigh Parish; Reference: Planned Giving/Surname.

FUNERALS
Last week we celebrated the funerals of
Frank Kennedy and Lucia Marrone who have
died in Christ.
Let us remember their families and friends in
our prayers this week.

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for Michael
Allan, Patricia Ashton, Peter W Bennett, Leigh
Boulcher, William Buckley, James Burke,
Diane Busutil, Jacqui & Emile Cloete & family,
Norma Evans, Bart Fitzgerald, Peter Freeman,
Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli, Kath Hare, Vera
Havlik, Jean Hokin, Veronica James, Denis
McEnery, Terezia Meleg, Fay & John Mooney,
Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie Nicolas,
Eileen O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly,
Anne Owens, Phyllis Pola, Goldina Pondoc,
William Sheehan, Peter Smith, Andrew
Supple, Olivia Tonner, Warren Wilson,
Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, the sick of our
Parish and all in need of God’s healing Spirit.

DECEASED
Masses have been requested for the recently
deceased and for friends and relatives whose
anniversaries occur at this time: Mary Cale,

Frank Kennedy, Lucia Marrone, Laurelle
Boccalatte.

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.

SIMBANG GABI FILIPINO CELEBRATION
Mass will be celebrated Wednesday 16
December 4.30am in Mary, Mother of Mercy
Church. Simbang Gabi is a Filipino Christmas
tradition which involves a dawn Mass about
16 December and Midnight Mass on 24
December. The celebration is the spiritual
preparation for Christmas and is seen as a
way of requesting blessings from the Lord.
Please join the community for this Annual
Mass.

Music for this Sunday
Gathering:

Open The Heavens

Open the heavens, Lord,
Come to your people,
Hide not your face, O God.
Open the heavens, Lord,
Come to your people,
open the heavens and come.
Look on the sheep of your pasture, Lord.
Water your vineyard again,
scattered and broken, return to our aid,
open the heavens and come. (Refrain)
Lift up your eyes to the heavens today.
Listen to hear when he comes.
Know that salvation will break like the dawn.
Open the heavens and come.
[coda]

Open the heavens and come,
open the heavens and come.

Communion: Take And Eat
Take and eat, take and eat:
this is my body given up for you.
Take and drink; take and drink:
this is my blood given up for you.
I am the Word that spoke and light was made;
I am the seed that died to be reborn;
I am the bread that comes from heav'n above;
I am the vine that fills your cup with joy.
I am the lamb that takes away your sin;
I am the gate that guards you night and day;
you are my flock, you know the shepherd's voice;
you are my own, your ransom is my blood.
I am the light that came into the world;
I am the light that darkness cannot hide;
I am the morning star that never sets;
lift up your face, in you my light will shine.

© 1986, Brian Boniwell

© 1989, James Quinn, Michael Joncas, GIA Publications

Lighting of the Advent Candle:

Recessional: Bring Forth The Kingdom
You are salt for the earth, O People:
salt for the Kingdom of God.
Share the flavour of life, O people:
life in the Kingdom of God.

Come, Lord Jesus, come.
Come, Lord Jesus, come.
Come, Lord Jesus, come.
Come, Lord Jesus, come.
Psalm Response:
My soul rejoices in my God my Saviour.
Gospel Acclamation:
Word we long for, Alleluia;
word we thirst for. Maranatha!
Key of David, Alleluia;
Son of mercy. Maranatha!
Promised servant, Alleluia;
True Messiah. Maranatha!
Cry of prophets, Alleluia;
hope of ages. Maranatha!

For the Kids ...

Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy,
bring forth the Kingdom of peace;
bring forth the Kingdom of justice,
bring forth the city of God.
You are a light on the hill, O people:
light for the Kingdom of God.
Shine so holy and bright, O people:
shine for the Kingdom of God.
© 1986, Marty Haugen, GIA Publications

