BURLEIGH HEADS CATHOLIC PARISH
 BURLEIGH WATERS - MARY, MOTHER OF MERCY CHURCH, 3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters






BURLEIGH HEADS - INFANT SAVIOUR CHURCH, 4 Park Av, Burleigh Heads
PALM BEACH - OUR LADY OF THE WAY CHURCH - Eleventh Ave, Palm Beach
MIAMI - CALVARY CHURCH - Redondo Av, Miami
MUDGEERABA - ST. BENEDICT'S CHURCH - Wallaby Dr, Mudgeeraba
SPRINGBROOK - ST TERESA'S CATHOLIC

PARISH OFFICE: Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters
[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads]

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au
Phone:
5576 6466 [also for After Hours]
e-mail:
burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM:
Fr Morgan Batt - Parish Priest
Fr Jacob Kalu - Parochial Vicar
Parish Business & Finance Manager
Neil Segerdahl - manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc, Maree Wright
Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom
Parish Youth Minister - Darcy Rogers

Parish Weekly Diary....
Saturday 12 September
Most Holy Name of Mary
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads

Sunday 13 September
Child Protection Sunday - Liturgy of Lament
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am

Mass - Burleigh Heads (50+ people)
Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people)
Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people)
Mass - Miami (75+ people)
Mass - Burleigh Waters

6.00pm

Mass - Burleigh Waters (100+ people)

(100+ people - livestreamed)

Monday 14 September
Exaltation of the Cross
9.00am Mass - Miami
Tuesday 15 September
Our Lady of Sorrows
7.30am Mass - Burleigh Waters (livestreamed)
Wednesday 16 September
Sts Cornelius and Cyprian
8.00am Morning Prayer of Divine Office
5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach
Thursday 17 September
St Robert Bellarmine
Australian Citizenship Day
5.30pm Mass - Mudgeeraba
Friday 18 September
St Stanislaw Kostka
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters
(100+ people - livestreamed)

Saturday 19 September
St Januarius
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
5.00pm Mass - Miami
6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday 20 September
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am

Mass - Burleigh Heads (50+ people)
Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people)
Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people)
Mass - Miami (75+ people)
Mass - Burleigh Waters

5.30pm

Mass - Burleigh Waters (100+ people)

(100+ people - livestreamed)

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
13 September, 2020
Year A: Sirach 27:30-28:7; Rom 14:7-9; Mt 18:21-35
next week's Readings: Is 55:6-9; Phil 1:20-24,27; Mt 20:1-16

Forgiveness without Limit
Today`s gospel is a continuation, and the last part of last Sunday`s gospel of
Matthew chapter 18 which deals with the problem mending a broken relationship in
Matthew`s communities. Today, the emphasis is on forgiveness. The main question
at the centre is: how should Christians deal with those who offend them? Should
they retaliate? What is the possible and most suitable Christian attitude toward
those who hurt or offend us?
Who hasn’t become acutely aware lately how angry, aggressive and abusive
our interactions have become? This is not actually a sudden occurrence as
some can testify. Although many would deny it or make flimsy excuses but it
has been moving in this ugly and terrifying direction for quite some time. Who
doesn’t get angry sometimes? Who doesn’t occasionally “lose it” whether
while driving, working or in a meeting? What is so concerning and alarming
about it is the astonishing frequency with which it moves. It can feel as though
everyone is blaming and yelling at everyone else, even in print, as our Social
scientists, experts and workers, who observe these things, have yet to
calculate and point out all the contributing factors. The most disturbing part of
it is not being able to come up with any cure that is long lasting and efficient.
That is because it is an affliction essentially of a spiritual dimension,
admittedly with very unpleasant social manifestations, as the book of Sirach
tells us in the first reading that wrath and anger are hateful things.
The response of Jesus to this very situation as we hear him answer Peter’s
question, which most of the times is our question is so fascinating in the
sense that it takes a different position. Peter asks, “Lord, if my brother (or
sister) sins against me, how often must I forgive; as many as seven times?”
The number seven in the biblical terms is considered the “perfect number”
indicative of completeness. So Peter must have thought he was going to get
an absolute affirmative and confirmatory response. To his greatest dismay
and disappointment, Jesus raises the quota considerably to 77, implying as
many as it takes. In teaching Peter and us this different perspective, Jesus
reveals to us yet again what God is like and how we can and should strive to
be. This new perspective which was already in the Jewish Scripture and
received little attention was captured in the Responsorial Psalm for today,
“The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger and rich in compassion.” If each
and every one of us, from the high and mighty to the low and meek, tried to be
more kind and merciful, slow to anger and rich in compassion, seek for justice
with love and mercy, we could turn this culture which seems brutal and
challenging around. Is that not the kind of cure we need in our broken society
today? Jesus’s way is not to set a limit on my willingness to love, to forgive, to
be kind and to be merciful. It must be taken a step further by teaching our
children this way. We do that by our own example first and foremost.
On the other side of this approach is question of our willingness to seek
forgiveness and mercy of others whom we may have offended or hurt. This
makes it more difficult as we live in a society that is constantly looking ways to
blame everyone else. A society that is arrogant and self-centred. It takes far
more strength of character to ask for forgiveness as that seems to take away
our perceived honour and self-pride. Anyone can dodge, rationalize and deny
that we are guilty sometimes. Only the genuinely strong person has the
humility to confess the truth about his or her behaviour.
Saint Augustine has this to say: “And so it is that if we desire to receive
pardon, we must be ready to pardon all wrongs committed against us. After
all, if we take a look at our own sins, and try counting what we commit by
deed, with our eyes, with our ears, in our thoughts, by innumerable impulses, I
don’t know whether we wouldn’t go to bed with a cool million in our account.”
Let us not wait for the social scientists to figure this out for us. Jesus has
already shown us the best way.

REFLECTION GUIDE FOR THE PLENARY THEMATIC PAPERS
To support ongoing engagement with the Plenary Council within the Archdiocese of Brisbane, a new
reflection guide has been developed to encourage people to explore the six Thematic Discernment
Papers released at Pentecost. The guide invites people to pray, consider one of the six papers, enter
into contemplative dialogue and even provide their written response to the paper.
People are asked to think about what resonates with them in the paper, what challenges
them and how their local community might respond to the invitations and challenges,
particularly during the Covid-19 pandemic.
To download the guide: https:// plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/listening-and-discernment/

Sacramental Signs and Symbols
Love Story of Our Lived Experience

by Elizabeth Fort

The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us that a sacramental
celebration is woven from signs and symbols (CCC 1145). This
powerful image activates our religious imaginations as we recall
signs and symbols that have become compellingly meaningful in
the stories of our lives.
Human activity such as washing hands, the gentle touch of a
loved one, the exchange of a ring and the sharing of a meal have
meanings that are visibly brought into sacramental celebrations
where we can see, hear, smell, taste or touch them.
Acknowledging what is perceived and asking questions about its
meaning may lead us to an appreciation of the mystery of the
sacraments that ever unfolds over a lifetime, as these symbols
hold layers of mystery that may not ever be fully understood.
While not entirely comprehended, they nevertheless have the
power to transform our human existence, to provide moments of
epiphany for us. We experience and interact with these signs and
symbols, words, actions and sounds in an effort to come to a
greater knowledge and understanding, first so that we may
experience a rich encounter with God, then yearn for the growth of
a stronger relationship with God and, in turn, nourish a heart for
loving action in our world.
An exploration of the signs and symbols in the sacraments reveals
the connections of our lived experience and the love story of God,
flowing from life into celebration and back again. You may not pay
particular attention to some of the signs and symbols each time
you enter a church, yet a closer inspection reveals deeper
meaning. Our churches are arranged with altars, ambos, seats,
baptismal fonts, places for musicians and more; these help us to
experience sights and sounds before us. They also convey many
relationships between the words and the sacramental signs, the
prayers and human encounters, expressing the beliefs we have
about faith and the actions taking place in front of us.
Beauty in the signs we use imbues them with deep worthiness,
reverence, and respect. Their beauty reflects the awe and wonder
of God and the beauty of God’s created world; so selecting the
most appropriate liturgical books and other requisites is a means
of sharing the grandeur of God with the assembly. In this way they
point to heavenly realities on earth (GIRM 288). The Roman Missal
itself is a unifying sign of the integrity and unity of the Roman Rite,
a book that holds together as one people, those scattered
throughout the earth (GIRM 399).
The altar has layers of hidden meaning in its sign to the faithful. St
Ambrose ably brings our hearts to understand much about the
altar: For what is the altar of Christ if not the image of the Body of
Christ? and The altar represents the Body and the Body of Christ
is on the altar. The altar should be the central place in the church
so that those gathered may be able to give it full attention (GIRM
299). Further import is given to the altar in the instruction that
nothing should impede the view of the altar for those in the
church… including too many candlesticks! (GIRM 307).
The altar is the table of the Lord, the centre of thanksgiving that is
accomplished in the Eucharist; and at the altar, the sacrifice of the
cross is made present. At the consecration of an altar, the oil of
chrism is spread on the altar to anoint it; in the altar, Christ (the
anointed one) is revealed as the cornerstone, the centre of our
lives and the Church. Because those present are conscious and
active participants in the celebration of the Eucharist, it is ideal if
people are seated close to the altar and around it. We enter more
deeply into the sacrament when we meaningfully recognise Jesus’
sacrifice and when we are fully present to this sacrifice each time
we participate in a eucharistic celebration.

As living signs, our very bodies show what we believe. The
commonality of the postures we make during sacramental
celebrations is a sign of the unity of the members gathered
together and expresses the spiritual attitude of the participants
(GIRM 42). What we may often do by rote – standing at particular
times during sacramental celebrations – is actually a powerful,
prayerful position, a symbol of belief in the resurrection. During
the sacraments, we stand to pray. Our bodies also move as we
turn to the ambo and listen to the word of God, standing as a sign
of special reverence for the Gospel of Christ.
Bowing is another postural sign of reverence and honour (GIRM
275), indicating reverence for the person or for the sign that
represents that person. An example of this is found in the deep
bow that is made to the altar by all who pass by it or enter/leave
the sanctuary, (Ceremonial of Bishops 72) a sign of love and
reverence for the Body of Christ, represented by the altar. This
reverential posture is also present in eucharistic celebrations as
the faithful bow in reverence of the mystery they are about to
receive in Holy Communion (GIRM 160). The sign of a kiss evokes
strong feelings and memories for many and this sign is used in the
sacraments as the priest venerates the altar and the Book of the
Gospels with a kiss (GIRM 273). Sometimes this passes by our
eyes without a thought about the richness of the action, yet once
more, the actions reveal what we believe.
The sacramental journey engages our bodies in eloquent symbols.
When those being baptised are immersed fully in water, it is a
most expressive sign of dying and rising with Jesus. Paul’s letter
to the Romans 6:3-4 speaks vividly of being ‘buried’ in water.
The ancient practice of anointing involves the senses of smell and
touch. It brings strength and comfort to those receiving the
sacraments. Sweet smelling chrism is spread on the crown in
baptism, and on the forehead in confirmation. The soothing oil of
the sick is used on the hands and forehead of those in need of
healing, that they may be freed from pain and sickness. The
prayer of the Church is that those who are outwardly anointed are
internally transformed. During the sacrament of marriage, the
couple observe two special signs: the joining of their hands during
the vows of consent and the giving of rings. These signs serve to
underscore the commitment of love and fidelity.
Amidst all the bodily activity, movement and gestures, there are
also times of silence. Silence needs to be consciously made to be
authentic and meaningful during sacramental celebrations. In the
Introductory Rites at Mass, the priest pauses in silence before the
Penitential Act and the faithful are silent again before the Collect
in order to become fully aware of God’s presence and to bring
their intentions to the Mass as it begins. Silence surrounds the
reading and hearing of sacred scripture so that they may resonate
in people’s minds through silent meditation (GIRM 45). It
accompanies the thanksgiving after communion.
The liturgy belongs to the world of signs and symbols. As a social
being, everyone needs signs and symbols to communicate with
others, through language, gestures, and actions. The same holds
true for our relationship with God (CCC 1146). The internal yearning
to know God's love story requires external human expression. Let
us not clutter the symbols but give them space to be experienced
and appreciated. They will help us grow spiritually, uncovering
layers of mystery and meaning in the celebration of the
sacraments. May we open our senses to receive these signs and
symbols, reflect on them, learn to love them and give them due
attention, that we may grow in our relationship with God and
God's love story may show through our lives.
Elizabeth Fort is an education officer in religious education with
Brisbane Catholic Education
© Liturgy Brisbane - September 2020

HOLY LAND COLLECTION - this weekend (12/13 September)
The annual collection for the support of the church in the Holy Land normally takes place on Good Friday.
This year, due to the closure of churches around the world during Holy Week because of the COVID-19 Pandemic, Pope
Francis moved the date for this collection to Sunday September 13th to coincide with the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross
on September 14th. This collection promotes the missionary work of the Church in the Holy Land by providing welfare
assistance to local Christians in areas such as health, education, employment and housing. Parishes, schools, orphanages and medical
centres throughout the Holy Land also rely on assistance from this collection. It is also used to maintain over 70 churches and shrines
associated with the life of Jesus.
Last year, Australian Catholics donated $1.3 million to this cause, despite tough economic times, rural droughts and the increasing cost of
living. This year, we are again facing great challenges due to COVID-19, but your generosity would again be greatly appreciated.
Please remember the Christians of the Holy Land on Sunday September 13th and please also keep them in your prayers. Thank you.

BURLEIGH YOUTH
Friday Night. The end of the school week, the footy weekend starts, time to binge some Netflix or to cram some study in
before the next test. A Friday night can look a multitude of ways for many different people. For you, we want your Friday
nights to be: a time to let loose, to form lasting friendships, a space to stop putting off the person you want to become and to
discover more about you.
The Alternative is an option for you to go against the status quo. We know in later high school what a typical Friday night
looks like, but we want you to have more! We give you the option to seek knowledge and truth that we believe will transform
your life. Our message is simple. Be real, be open, question everything.
The Alternative is exclusive to year 10-12’s across the Gold Coast. Our first ALT of the year will take place on the 9 th of
October at 3 Sunlight Drive. What once was open space in front of the church, is transformed into a space to mosh, hang out
and experience something brand new. This is not a Ted talk, this is not just for motivation, this is an opportunity. 7-9pm, you
will find us at, The Alternative.
PARISH PODCAST
Follow our parish podcast channel to listen to weekly homilies,
updates and more on your phone/mobile devices.
Search 'Burleigh Heads Parish' on any of your favourite
podcast apps.

Masses for this Sunday (13 September)
7am
- Infant Saviour Church, Burleigh Heads (50+ people)
7am
- Our Lady of the Way Church, Palm Beach (50+ people)
8.30am - St Benedict's, Mudgeeraba (75+ people)
8.30am - Calvary Church, Miami (75+ people only)
10am - Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters livestreamed (100+ people)
6pm
- Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters (100+ people)
(this Mass will return to 5.30pm on 20 September)
 From next weekend (19 September) - Saturday 5pm Calvary Church, Miami
Saturday 6pm Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach

 Confessions are available by appointment before Mass.
PLANNED GIVING

TELEPHONE MASS

Sincere thanks to all who have continued to
support the Parish during these difficult
times. Details for internet banking:
BSB: 064 786;
A/c No: 00605 1108;
A/c Name: Burleigh Parish;
Reference: Planned Giving/Surname.

Live streaming Telephone Mass and
Divine Office. Phone 5647 3442.

VINNIES MIGRATION ADVICE SERVICE
If you need visa assistance call the Helpline
on 5561 4704 Monday - Friday for a phone
interview.

DECEASED
Masses have been requested for the recently
deceased and for friends and relatives whose
anniversaries occur at this time: Alan Bugeja,

Charlie & Alfred Gatt, Leon Grioli, Gerald
Caruana, Lily Caruana, Janine Kilfoy, John
Kilfoy, Una Kilfoy, Norma & George Bury,
Rita, Col and Lance Humphreys.

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for
Michael Allan, Patricia Ashton, Peter
Bennett, Leigh Boulcher, William Buckley,
James Burke, Diane Busutil, Mary Cale, Jan
Carmont, Jacqui & Emile Cloete & family,
Norma Evans, Angelita Freda, Geromy
Grima, Fred Grioli, Kath Hare, Vera Havlik,
Jean Hokin, Denis McEnery, Terezia Meleg,
Fay & John Mooney, Pat Moy, Stephen
Murray, Rosanna Ng, Josie Nicolas, Eileen
O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne
Owens, Phyllis Pola, Goldina Pondoc,
William Sheehan, Peter Smith, Andrew
Supple, Warren Wilson, Graham Zendler,
Norah Zipf, the sick of our Parish and all in
need of God’s healing Spirit.

For the Kids ...

