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Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams
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Parish Weekly Diary....
Saturday 13 March
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
4.15pm Reconciliation - Miami
5.00pm Mass - Miami
5.15pm Reconciliation - Palm Beach
6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday 14 March
7.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
7.00am Mass - Palm Beach
8.30am Mass - Mudgeeraba
8.30am Mass - Miami
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters
5.00pm Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters
5.30pm Mass - Burleigh Waters
Monday 15 March
St Louise de Marillac
8.30am Stations of the Cross - Miami
9.00am Mass - Miami
Tuesday 16 March
7.00am Stations of the Cross - Burleigh Waters
7.30am Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)
Wednesday 17 March
St Patrick
5.00pm Stations of the Cross - Palm Beach
5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach
Thursday 18 March
5.00pm Stations of the Cross - Mudgeeraba
5.30pm Mass - Mudgeeraba
Friday 19 March
St Joseph
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)
6.00pm Sung Evening Prayer - Burleigh Heads
Saturday 20 March
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
4.15pm Reconciliation - Miami
5.00pm Mass - Miami
5.15pm Reconciliation - Palm Beach
6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday 21 March
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am
5.00pm
5.30pm

Mass - Burleigh Heads
Mass - Palm Beach
Mass - Mudgeeraba
Mass - Miami
Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)
Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters
Youth Mass - Burleigh Waters

Fourth Sunday of Lent
14 March, 2021
Year B: 2 Chr 36:14-16,19-23; Eph 2:4-10; Jn 3:14-21
next week's Readings: Jer 31:31-34; Heb 5:7-9; Jn 12:20-33

Today in the gospel we have the ever popular
“John 3:16” : “For God so loved the world that he
gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him might not perish but might have
eternal life.” That certainly sums up, not just
today’s passage, but the whole gospel message.
The next love-drenched verse (17) is, “For God
did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world….” Some people are determined by
their words and attitudes to make sure people
hear the following verse, “Whoever believes in him will not be condemned, but
whoever does not believe has already been condemned, because they have not
believed in the name of the only Son of God.” That’s a pretty neat package, isn’t it?
If you believe in Jesus, you are saved; if you don’t… well too bad for you! Usually
people using this quote are pretty sure which side of the saved/damned divide they
are going to wind up on.
Imagine, taking a couple verses out of the Scriptures and passing judgment on
most of the world who do not accept or know of Jesus. For sure, the gospel is quite
clear that through Jesus’ birth, death and resurrection God has saved the world. But
because of historical, geographical, or cultural settings people who do not believe
are not condemned. Nor, I believe, are people who have turned away because they
experienced a harsh and negative message from their families or church.
John’s Gospel has a repeated message of God’s love and desire to save all people,
even if they do not express faith in Christ. His is not the only gospel to say that.
Recall the classic judgment scene in Matthew (25:31-46), where all the nations are
gathered before the throne of judgment and the sheep are separated from the
goats, the blessed from the cursed. The norms by which the people are judged are
not by their expressed belief in Jesus, but because they fed the hungry, clothed the
naked, gave drink to the thirsty, etc. They followed Jesus’ commandments even
without knowing him. People are accepted into God’s kingdom if they cared for one
another and served God, whether they expressed faith, or not.
We have received a call to know God through the revelation of Jesus. We believe in
him and proclaim him by our lives. That is the gift of our vocation as baptized
Christians – an unmerited and loving gift from our God. We have not earned the gift,
so let’s be careful whom we judge as saved, or condemned. As Paul reminds us
today: “God is rich in mercy… even when we were dead in our transgressions,
brought us to life with Christ – by grace you have been saved.”
Jesus is speaking to Nicodemus, who came to him at night. Did he come at that
hour because the night is cool, quiet and a good time for conversations of
consequence. Or was he afraid of being seen by others? In John’s Gospel
Nicodemus defended Jesus before the Sanhedrin (7:50). With Joseph of Arimathea
he gives burial to Jesus. But we never hear of Nicodemus becoming a Christian. He
may represent others of his faith who were timid to publicly admit faith in Jesus. It
was dangerous to do so.
We can pause here and ask ourselves if there is a bit, or a lot of Nicodemus in us?
Are we among those who have been given the gift of faith, who like Nicodemus
speak well of Jesus, even go to church, but have not lived lives of obvious
commitment to him? Are we also timid about voicing faith in Christ: defending the
rights of people on the fringe of society; giving our time and energy to feed the
hungry; sheltering the homeless, and therefore doing what Jesus spells out in that
judgment scene in Matthew 25?
In John’s Gospel, to “believe” in Jesus is to “act in truth,” or “do the truth.” It is not
just about applauding Jesus from the sidelines. It’s doing what we claim to believe.
We believe in Christ because we have received the gift of grace from our outreaching God. Lent calls us to reflect on this gift and then act out of the new life it
gives us.
CONTINUED NEXT PAGE ...

Here is a troublesome-sounding verse: “… But whoever does not believe has already been condemned because he has not believed
in the name of the only Son of God.” For John, “believe” is an action verb. We “faith,” i.e. we do good works in response to our belief
in Jesus. Believing in him cannot be reduced to affirming certain doctrines – that he is
the Son of God, died for our sins, was raised from the dead, etc. That is all part of
believing, but for John there is more. It is not belief vs unbelief. It is belief vs
disobedience. So, if we profess faith we must act on it. If we do not act on our faith,
we disobey and thus, we perish. John speaks of such realities in the present tense.
So, what would “perishing” in this life be for you?
For John there is no middle ground. The Son of God’s coming into our world requires
a choice: do we believe in the Son and, if we do, how do our lives reflect that belief?
John says the coming of God’s Son into the world has brought us light. If we see by
that light we are guided by it and live the truth the light shows us.
The overall message of Lent is not about condemnation, but what we hear repeated
in today’s Scriptures. Paul sums it up: “God who is rich in mercy because of the great
love God had for us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, brought us to
life with Christ.” Paul sums it up: “By grace you have been saved and this is not from
you, it is the gift of God, it is not from works, so no one may boast.”
Artwork: “Jesus & Nicodemus” gcurley.info “Nicodemus with Jesus” is a painting by Iris Devadason 2011

YEAR OF ST JOSEPH - REFLECTION
St Joseph, Attentive to the Word
This Friday is the Fest of St Joseph. It
is also the year of St Joseph. The
parish has a Retreat coming up soon
which you are welcome to attend. Here
is a Reflection from Sr Connelly to help
us deepen of St Joseph Story.
“When the time came for their
purification according to the law of
Moses, they brought him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.”
Luke 2:22
Luke 2:22 shows that Joseph and
Mary saw to it that, in every possible
way, Jesus’ birth and early life were conducted according to the will
of God. The Gospel of Luke focuses more strongly on Mary, the
mother of Jesus, than on her betrothed husband,
Joseph. Nevertheless, by the time we hear this verse, early in the
Gospel, we have learned some important facts about Joseph.
First, Joseph, who was betrothed to Mary, a virgin, was of the
house and family of David (see Lk 1:27; 2:4). This means that
Joseph traced his family tree back to the divinely chosen, anointed
king of Israel: David. As an anointed king, David was, in the Hebrew
language, a “messiah”. As a result, any son of Joseph would be
counted not only as a descendant of David, but potentially a
messiah.
However, six centuries before the time of Jesus, David’s messianic
line had been exterminated. Since that time, the people of Israel
had been waiting for God to provide them with another messiah who
would bring a new time of great peace (see Isa 11:1-18). For this
reason, Luke and the three other Gospels work very hard to show
that Jesus is a legitimate son of David and thus the long-awaited
messiah.
Second, Luke does not explain as the Gospel of Matthew does (see
Matt 1:18-25) why Joseph decides to stay with Mary, who is
pregnant before they are formally married. He simply states that
Joseph went to Bethlehem to be registered in a census, going “with
Mary to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child” (Lk
2:5). A few verses later (Lk 2:16), we are told that the shepherds
found Joseph with Mary following the birth of Jesus. Culturally, a
child was honourable when it was recognised and named by the
father. Joseph, who Luke says was thought to be the baby’s father
(see Luke 3:23), allows the child to be named “Jesus” (Lk 2:21) as
the angel who appeared to Mary had instructed (Lk 1:31).
All these actions by Joseph show that he is a man of his word who
has remained with the woman to whom he is engaged, despite a
pregnancy for which he is not responsible. More than that, he has
seen that woman through childbirth in hard circumstances and has
given her and her son a respectable identity in the world.
All these small pieces of information, when put into the larger, divine
scheme of events that Luke offers us, also suggest that Joseph is a
man with a distinct role in God’s desire to restore the world to right

relationship with Godself. Joseph’s descent from King David, the
anointed one, makes it possible for Jesus, despite his humble birth,
to be truly the long-awaited Messiah of the Jewish people. While he
does not know the full picture, by choosing generously and
courageously to accept Mary as his betrothed in difficult
circumstances, Joseph enables God’s will to be fulfilled.
More than this, Luke 2:22 indicates that Joseph is, in fact, a devout
Jewish man who intentionally lives by God’s word. The verse states
that Joseph and Mary deliberately made an arduous journey to
Jerusalem to complete the requirements of the law of Moses for a
new-born son.
To understand this verse we need to do two things. First, we need
to read it in context, as part of a long sentence that goes to the end
of v. 24. Second, to receive the rich meaning of these verses we
need to be aware of Old Testament texts, the Word of God, that are
referred to in Luke 2:22-24.
First, then, although the sentence of verses 22-24 begins and ends
talking about the religious purification of a mother after giving birth
as required by the Jewish law (see Lev 12:6), the main statement of
the sentence is that Joseph and Mary brought Jesus to Jerusalem
to present him to the Lord, according to a particular law of the Lord
(Exod 13:2, 12, 13), which is quoted for us in the middle of the
sentence. There are also other Old Testament texts that may be
echoed in this presentation of Jesus to the Lord, especially the story
of Hannah presenting her son Samuel to the Lord in 1 Sam 1:24-28
(but see also Exod 22:29; Neh 10:35-36).
Thus, Joseph and Mary perform two religious acts when they take
Jesus to Jerusalem: they present Jesus to the Lord and they also
offer a sacrifice for the purification of the mother of Jesus. Both of
these acts are based in the Word of God. In fact, in the course of
verses 22- 24, Luke refers three times to God’s Word, calling it “the
law of Moses,” and twice “the law of the Lord.” Clearly, Joseph is
presented as responding most attentively to the Word of God as
expressed in the Scriptures.
The most important result of Mary and Joseph’s actions is that,
from his very birth and introduction into the world, Jesus is fully
righteous according to God’s Word and is shown to be, potentially,
the Messiah. Joseph, our point of interest, is presented as
responding most attentively to the Word of God as stated in the
Scriptures. Moreover, in his decision to stay faithful to Mary and her
child, Joseph is portrayed for us in the Gospel of Luke as a man
who cooperates courageously with God’s will, by discerning it in the
events occurring around him, about which he has to make real-life
decisions.
Joseph is a wonderful model for Christians as we live in the world.
The Word of God spoken in the Scriptures guides us, but many
times we have to apply that Word in everyday situations where we
must see the reality around us, decide what God desires us to do
and then act courageously, justly and with compassion. Joseph
shows us how to be persons of the Word of God, whether it is
written in books or in the face of God’s creation, unfolding in history.
Michele A. Connolly RSJ is a Scripture scholar who teaches New
Testament Studies at the Catholic Institute of Sydney.
Artwork: “St Joseph” by Steve Todd

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Monday, 8.30am - Calvary Church, Miami (Mass 9am)
Tuesday, 7am - Mary, Mother of Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters (Mass 7.30am)
Wednesday, 5pm - Our Lady of the Way Church, Palm Beach (Mass 5.30pm)
Thursday, 5pm - St Benedict's Church, Mudgeeraba (Mass 5.30pm)

SUNG EVENING PRAYER - Friday, 6pm, Infant Saviour Church, Burleigh Heads
YEAR OF ST JOSEPH – PARISH RETREAT 19th March 2021
Parishioners are welcome to a Burleigh Parish Retreat for the
Year of St Joseph
Where – Joseph’s Place, 89 Araluen Rd Tallebudgera Valley
BYO Lunch
Please phone Geraldine to Confirm 0408 904 085
ST BENEDICT'S, MUDGEERABA Community invites you to celebrate their 25
year anniversary at 8.30am Mass on Sunday 21 March. Silver Jubilee cake will be
shared after Mass and all are welcome for lunch (at own expense) at the Wallaby
Hotel from 12 noon. rsvp to Majella 0410 455014.




SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2021 - We are two weeks into our preparation for the
Sacrament of Penance. It is good to see children wearing their Sacramental stoles while
attending Mass. This week we have been looking at making choices and how our choices
have a ripple effect. We have spent time in reflection with Jesus' parables, and thought
about ways to stay connected to God. Please pray for our children as they work towards
the celebration of their First rite of Reconciliation on 22 March.

BURLEIGH YOUTH WORSHIP is on Wednesday 17 March at Mary, Mother of Mercy,
5.30pm. Songs, bible readings, the rosary and other discussion. If you are interested or
want more information please phone Brady on 0466 806556.



PARISH YOUTH MASS - 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month, 5.30pm, Mary, Mother of
Mercy. If any young people wish to be involved see the Mass Co-ordinator.



CARE and CONCERN is in dire need of volunteers to drive elderly citizens to medical
appointments. If you are interested in giving a few hours of your time each week as a
driver, or half a day each month as an organizer, or both, we would be very grateful. Care
and Concern also provides hospitality service after funerals and Anointing Masses. Help
is needed with catering and serving at these functions. Please contact Di Taylor 0438
877059, Brigid San 0413 372257 or the Care and Concern office 5576 6318. Alternatively
you are welcome to email at care.concern.burleigh@gmail.com



CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS - Every 4th Sunday of the Month at 10am Mass, Mary,
Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters the Mass will be specifically dedicated to a Children’s
Family Mass and Liturgy. The Readings and Homily will be for the children.



PLAYGROUP - Mother Effect Gold Coast - meets each Tuesday from 9am - 11am at
Mary, Mother of Mercy Community Centre. Donation $2.



PRAYER GROUP - Each Friday, 1 - 2.30pm, Infant Saviour meeting room. New
parishioners welcome. Please phone Doreen 0409 057346 for more information.



PLANNED GIVING - The Archdiocese has upgraded its electronic banking details (see
below). I thank you for all your generosity and prayerful support. Padre
Please note the new account details: BSB: 064 786; A/c No: 100010144 .
Reference: Planned Giving/Surname.

CARE ANIMALS IN CHURCH

- You may have seen in our parish churches or at
shopping centres, restaurants, flights and many other places, animals – please note that
many of these animals are what are called Service or Assistance Animals. These animals are
most typically dogs but they can be other types of animals – pigs, ducks, cats etc. A service
animal may help someone with anxiety by: bringing medication, or water to help swallow
medication, during an anxiety attack; bringing a phone over during an anxiety attack, which
you can use to call your therapist or other support system; leading someone to them if they
are in crisis; or a comfort animal in stressful situations of pro-sociability. There are
parishioners in our churches who have need of these animals and we ask that you ask before
patting or engaging with the animal and respect the issues of the owner. It is wonderful
that the animal owners feel comfortable to be within our worshipping communities so let’s
help each other.
Padre


On the first Friday
of each month the
Parish
will
celebrate an Anointing Mass at 10am in
Mary, Mother of Mercy Church. All welcome.
Cuppa after (COVID SAFE).
(No Anointing Mass in April [Good Friday].
Next Anointing Mass is Friday 7 May.

FUNERALS
Last week we celebrated the funeral of
Antonia Cepero who has died in Christ.
Let us remember her family and friends in
our prayers this week.

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for
Michael Allan, Patricia Ashton, Brent
Bennett, Leigh Boulcher, James Burke,
Diane Busutil, Carlo Campana, Bernard
Clark, Jacqui & Emile Cloete & family, Glen
Dixon, Peter Freeman, Irene Garland,
Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli, Viviane Haddad,
Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, Jean Hokin,
Veronica James, Denis McEnery, Terry
McManus, Terezia Meleg, Pat Moy, Stephen
Murray, Josie Nicolas, Eileen O’Neill,
Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne Owens,
Elmer Pesebre, Les Pierce, Phyllis Pola,
William Sheehan, Peter Smith, Andrew
Supple, Olivia Tonner, Warren Wilson,
Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, the sick of our
Parish and all in need of God’s healing
Spirit.

CHILDREN'S LITURGY - MUDGEERABA - Primary school aged children are
welcome to join Children's Liturgy during 8.30am Mass at St Benedict's each Sunday.



ANOINTING
MASS

DECEASED
Masses have been requested for the recently
deceased and for friends and relatives whose
anniversaries occur at this time:
Fred

Toorenburg,
Isaac.

Antonia

Cepero,

Abraham

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.

Arsad, an Indonesian
farmer, had no toilet at
home and was often sick
due to the practice of
open defecation. Through Caritas Australia’s
support, Arsad and his community improved
hygiene and sanitation, and funded their own
toilets.
Please donate to Project
Compassion
and
help
improve
health
and
wellbeing of communities
in Indonesia so they can
work towards eradicating
poverty, providing a better
future for all.

If you are a Parish Volunteer or working in the parish the onus is on you to comply with all Archdiocesan policies. Safeguarding training and
registration is available online - www.safeguardingaob.com.au . If you see any unsafe practice or reportable occurrence please contact the
Parish Office or STOPline Service - 1300 304 550; AOB@stopline.com.au; www.bnecatholic.stopline.com

Music for this Sunday
Kyrie
Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Kyrie, Christe. R. Lord, have mercy.
Kyrie, Christe.
Psalm Response:
Let my tongue be silenced if I ever forget you.
Gospel Acclamation:

Love is his sign, love is his news,
'Do this', he said, 'lest you forget
all my deep sorrow, all my dear blood'.
Love, only love, is his news.
© McCrimmon Publishing Co Ltd

Thanksgiving: The Fullness Of God
Deep in Christ I pray you know
the power He can give.
May your hidden self grow strong
and may you live strong in faith
and built on love until you know
how high and long, how wide and deep
the fullness of God.
May the God of Jesus Christ,
the Father we serve
fill your mind that you may see,
deep in your heart what hope his call now
holds for you: His promise true:
to fill your heart with power to live
the fullness of God.

Sanctus

Know the way you learnt from Christ:
to live life anew.
Let your heart be drawn to Him;
let Christ renew the hope in you to grow into
goodness and truth. And living so you'll
come to know the fullness of God.
And living so you'll come to know
the fullness of God.

Lamb of God

© 1978 Frank Andersen, Chevalier Press

Recessional: Praise To You, O Christ
Praise to you, O Christ, our Saviour,
Word of the Father, calling us to life;
Son of God who leads us to freedom:
glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Communion:

Love Is His Word

Love is his word, love is his way,
feasting with all, fasting alone,
living and dying, rising again,
love, only love, is his way.
Richer than gold is the love of my Lord;
better than splendour and wealth.
Love is his way, love is his mark,
sharing his last Passover feast,
Christ at his table, host to the twelve,
love, only love, is his mark.
Love is his mark, love is his sign,
bread for our strength, wine for our joy.
'This is my body, this is my blood'.
Love, only love, is his sign.

You are the Word who calls us
out of darkness;
you are the Word who leads us into light;
you are the Word who brings us
through the desert:
glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
You are the Word who calls us
to be servants;
you are the Word whose only law is love;
you are the Word made flesh
who lives among us:
glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
© 1986, Bernadette Farrell, OCP Publications

