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BURLEIGH HEADS - INFANT SAVIOUR CHURCH, 4 Park Av, Burleigh Heads
PALM BEACH - OUR LADY OF THE WAY CHURCH - Eleventh Ave, Palm Beach
MIAMI - CALVARY CHURCH - Redondo Av, Miami
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PARISH OFFICE: Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm
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www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au
Phone:
5576 6466 [also for After Hours]
e-mail:
burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM:
Fr Morgan Batt - Parish Priest
Fr Jacob Kalu - Parochial Vicar
Parish Business & Finance Manager
Neil Segerdahl - manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc, Maree Wright
Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom
Parish Youth Minister - Darcy Rogers

Parish Weekly Diary....
Saturday 15 August
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
9.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)

Sunday 16 August
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am

Mass - Burleigh Heads (50+ people)
Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people)
Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people)
Mass - Miami (75+ people)
Mass - Burleigh Waters

6.00pm

Mass - Burleigh Waters (100+ people)

(100+ people - live-streamed)

Monday 17 August
RSPCA Day
9.00am Mass - Miami
Tuesday 18 August
Vietnam Veterans' Day
7.30am Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)
Wednesday 19 August
St John Eudes
8.00am Morning Prayer of Divine Office
5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach
Thursday 20 August
St Bernard
5.30pm Mass - Mudgeeraba
Friday 21 August
St Pius X
World Senior Citizens' Day
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters
(100+ people - live-streamed)

Saturday 22 August
The Queenship of Mary
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads

Sunday 23 August
International Day for Remembrance of the Slave
Trade and its Abolition
7.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads (50+ people)
7.00am Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people)
8.30am Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people)
8.30am Mass - Miami (75+ people)
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters
(100+ people - live-streamed)

6.00pm

Mass - Burleigh Waters (100+ people)

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
16 August, 2020
Year A: Is 56:1,6-7; Rom 11:13-15,29-32; Mt 15:21-28
next week's Readings: Is 22:19-23; Rom 11:33-36; Mt 16:13-20

Today’s Gospel has Jesus in Lebabon – far from
the madding crowd. Initially I find today’s gospel off
-putting. Don’t you? Jesus’ treatment of the
Canaanite woman urgently seeking help for her
daughter seems a bit stand offish. This is not the
Jesus we have come to know in the Gospels,
where he always has compassion for those who
come to him. Is his encounter with the mother an
exception to his usual willingness to help?
Today’s selection from Matthew is in the middle of
chapter 15, which begins with a conflict between
Jesus and the Pharisees and scribes. They
confront him with a criticism of his disciples for not
observing the required ritual washing before eating.
Jesus addressed the crowd with strong words for
the Pharisees, calling them blind guides.
After that encounter, today’s gospel begins by telling us of Jesus’ withdrawal to
Tyre and Sidon (in Lebabon). He has left behind the conflicts with his religious
opponents by withdrawing from Jewish territory. He may have needed to get
away to a place free from the building conflict he was facing. His opponents
would not leave Jewish territory to go to a foreign, pagan country, so he had a
respite from the tension he was experiencing among his own people.
Still, even in a foreign territory Jesus’ reputation has preceded him. A woman
comes to ask for help for her daughter. Would he dare help a woman, a nonJew and a Canaanite? What would his disciples have thought as they observed
him talking to a woman from an enemy people? Initially things don’t look
promising for the woman. Jesus says to her, "It is not right to take the food of
the children and throw it to the dogs." Rather harsh, don’t you think? Was
Jesus still bristling from his conflict with the Pharisees? Did he not get a good
night’s sleep and was feeling cranky? No, rather, something else is going on
here.
Note that this pagan woman, without the tradition of the Israelites, called upon
Jesus using the messianic title "Son of David." She does not have the law and
the prophets in her background, but she has faith and that is all that is needed
to come to Christ. ‘Unworthy’ is not a problem for God. Stubborn refusal to
accept His mercy is, however, a serious problem.
A Jewish man would not have talked in public to a woman who was not part of
his family. Suppose Jesus isn’t
insulting
the
woman,
but
engaging in playful banter with
her? Someone has suggested
that they might have been smiling
at each other. The woman stays
in the exchange. When he calls
her a "dog," the usual Jewish
name for Gentiles, she comes
back with, "even the dogs eat the
scraps that fall from the table of
their masters." The word she
uses isn’t "dogs" – but "puppies."
continued next page ...

The woman received what she wanted, the cure of her daughter – and more. Jesus compliments her, "O woman, great is your
faith." Catch the irony: in his native land he met resistance, but in this far away place, enemy territory, he meets a person of
great faith.
We cannot box God in by our fixed norms and traditional ways of thinking. Nor should we limit those we think do, or do not,
deserve God’s grace. With those first Christians we must be prepared to share our faith among the most unlikely people and not
be too surprised to find welcome recipients to the Good News.

Why does God allow evil? [part 3] book called – When all you ever wanted wasn’t enough.
As a priest for nearly thirty years I have
observed that the belief that life events
somehow intended can have powerful
effects on motivation, both positive and
negative in many people’s lives. This
belief is a double-edged sword: it can be
reassuring and comforting but can also
lead to disillusionment, anguish, and
feelings of abandonment by God, under conditions of cruel
adversity.
The theological problem of trying to explain why evil and suffering
exist in the world is referred to as theodicy. The central quandary
is this: “Why do terrible things happen in a world governed by an
all-powerful, all-knowing, all-good God?” How can God
simultaneously possess all three of these qualities and yet allow
bad things to happen to good people, and with such frequency
and such savage intensity? As the Nobel laureate physicist Steven
Weinberg commented, “If there is a God that has special plans for
humans, then He has taken very great pains to hide His concern
for us.”
Rabbi Kushner’s proposed solution, in his now-famous book When
Bad Things Happen to Good People, was to drop the belief in
God’s omnipotence: “I believe in God. But I do not believe the
same things about Him that I did years ago, when I was growing
up or when I was a theological student. I recognise His limitations.
He is limited in what He can do by laws of nature and by the
evolution of human nature and human moral freedom.” Kushner
went on to propose: “Let me suggest that the bad things that
happen to us in our lives do not have a meaning when they
happen to us ... But we can redeem these tragedies from
senselessness by imposing meaning on them ... A better question
would be “Now that this has happened to me, what am I going to
do about it?”
We could try and understand the mystery of evil from the scientific
or non-theistic perspective: saying and understanding that there is
no cosmic purpose or design. From a scientist’s point of view,
Kushner’s God (or any version of God, actually) is superfluous, an
unnecessary addition to the scientific explanation for the
existence of the universe and everything in it. The single most
fundamental conclusion of modern science is this: The universe
has no inherent purpose or design.
Yes, as counterintuitive as it is, it is indeed fully plausible that the
universe and all the complexity and life and consciousness
contained within it could in fact have emerged and evolved
entirely spontaneously and unguided. How precisely this could
happen—how such astonishing and ‘clever’ complexity could have
arisen and developed out of fundamental randomness and
simplicity (and perhaps ultimately out of nothingness!), is what
science is actually all about. But science and religion are not at
odds in this. In fact science and religion need to be the two lungs
that bring breath to this mystery.
We could also say the mystery is not personal. Once that
unambiguous conclusion from science is fully grasped, then the
mystery of why bad things happen to good people simply
evaporates. It becomes obvious that bad things happen for the
same reason anything happens: the same laws of nature that
underlie all causes and effects. There is nothing special about the
causation of things that we humans judge as “bad.” The question
of why bad things happen to good people can be reframed (as
Karin’s response to the question posed to her implied): Why would
bad things not happen to good people? Or, more simply and
crudely put, “Sh*t happens.” In fact Rabbi Krushner wrote another

Adopting a secular worldview entails recognising that meaning
and purpose are human attributions and that events do not have
inherent purpose - unless of course the event is caused by
intentional human action (or the purposeful behavior of some
other animal).
The belief that life is random is unsettling, but it can be
emotionally liberating. Accepting randomness frees people from
excessive self-blame, and in so doing also empowers them.
So we could go down the line that the Universe Has No Purpose,
but We Do. Once we come to terms with the universe’s
indifference, we realise more acutely that we have only each other
to rely on. There is much we can do to alleviate each other’s
suffering when adversity strikes. Our support and empathy toward
our fellow human beings in their time of need helps them not only
materially but demonstrates to them that they matter and that
what happens to them has an emotional impact on us. When we
act kindly, it also gives meaning to our own life, as we see that we
matter to others.
We all know that there are unfortunately also many uncaring,
selfish people. And more disturbingly, there are too many callously
brutal people in the world for anyone’s comfort. But fortunately,
most people are caring, and the overwhelming majority are
capable of caring when they can be taught to relate to other
people’s predicament and perspective.
The universe has no purpose, but we do. We give value and
meaning to life. People can and do care, even if the universe
doesn’t. But I know that there is an inherent God that walks in our
life and I’m not prepared to give up on the God question in favour
of the more random life and people are good or bad position.
So the world may have a personified evil – devil. Or there is an evil
force. Also, the world is more than randomness and chaos; and
people operate out of more than a humanist perspective. And
there is a God – then how does God fit into this understanding of
the mystery?
However, though we end our quest to answer the origin of evil, one
thing is certain: since God is both omnipotent and good, we must
conclude that in His omnipotence and goodness there must be a
place for the existence of evil. We know that God Himself never
does that which is evil. Nevertheless, God also ordains whatsoever
comes to pass. Though God does not do evil and does not create
evil, God does ordain that evil exists. If it does exist, and if God is
sovereign, then obviously God must have been able to prevent its
existence. If God allowed evil to enter into this universe, it could
only be by God’s Kingdom design decision. Since God’s Kingdom
decisions always follow the perfection of God’s being, we must
conclude that God’s decision to allow evil to exist is a good
decision.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church article 385 describes this as
follows: God is infinitely good and all his works are good. Yet no
one can escape the experience of suffering or the evils in nature
which seem to be linked to the limitations proper to creatures:
and above all to the question of moral evil. Where does evil come
from? "I sought whence evil comes and there was no solution",
said St. Augustine, and his own painful quest would only be
resolved by his conversion to the living God. For "the mystery of
lawlessness" is clarified only in the light of the "mystery of our
religion". The revelation of divine love in Christ manifested at the
same time the extent of evil and the superabundance of grace.
We must therefore approach the question of the origin of evil by
fixing the eyes of our faith on him who alone is its conqueror.
part 4 of 6 next week

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Saturday, 15 August the Church celebrates the Feast Day of the Assumption of Our Lady when according
to our faith, the Holy Mother, “having completed her course of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul
into heavenly glory”. Although defined as an article of faith by Pope Pius XII just over half a century ago,
the Assumption of Our Lady into heaven has been accepted from back to the earliest of Christian times.
This day is a Holy Day of Obligation – although the Archbishop has dispensed the faithful from their
obligation during these Covid times. However, there are two Masses in the Parish - 8am Infant Saviour and
9am Mary, Mother of Mercy (livestreamed).

JANUARY - JUNE 2020 FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS
INCOME
Collections & Giving

$131,448.00

EXPENSES
Office
Property & Occupancy

78,172.85

Liturgy

10,985.66

Ministry & Evangelisation

Liturgy Offerings

$28,604.00

Rent

$40,596.00

Motor Vehicle

Ministry & Evangelisation

$41,121.00

Staff

Operating Activities

$72,780.00
$311,549.00

Total Income

$11,794.61

Clergy

3,847.49
54,498.68
4,093.32
115,366.61

Diocesan Levies

22,574.40

Other Expenses

60,851.58

Total Expenses

$362,185.20

As you can see for the HALF YEAR FINANCIAL our Parish is down about $50k but we are still managing to hold our
own. Without the Job Keeper for Parish Staff and the Archdiocese Levy Reduction we would not be able to maintain
our current ministry.
The future is still uncertain but we need to just go month by month at this stage. We have had some one off payments
that are not included as they are not part of the day to day operating accounts. Furthermore, with the uncertainty, the
Parish Advisory Council may need to consider alternative ways in being able to make up the short fall. Interest rates
are now down to 00.25% and this has flow on effects.
Thank you to everyone for your continuing support.
Parish Finance Advisory Council.

AGED CARE AND NURSING HOME SENIORS MINISTRY
Have you ever considered a few hours each week visiting the elderly in our Parish at one of the Burleigh Parish 21 Aged
Care and Nursing Facilities. The Parish provides a number of very active volunteers ministering to the faculties each week.
The residents really love the visits, the fellowship and the expertise of our Parish Ministers.
Full training and In-service is provided through the Parish.
An Inquiry Session is being held in the Parish Board Room (near Office) Friday
21th August 10.30am (after Mass) for all interested volunteers to find out more and to
sign up to this very worthwhile ministry.
A few hours a week makes a great difference in an elderly person’s life. Contact Padre.
PARISH PODCAST
We are up and running in this social media ministry.
Follow our parish podcast channel to listen to weekly homilies,
updates and more on your phone/mobile devices.
Search 'Burleigh Heads Parish' on Apple Podcasts, Spotify,
Google Podcasts, Player FM or any of your favourite podcast apps.

Masses for this Sunday (16 August)
7.00am - Infant Saviour Church, Burleigh Heads (50+ people)
7.00am - Our Lady of the Way Church, Palm Beach (50+ people)
8.30am - St Benedict's, Mudgeeraba (75+ people)
8.30am - Calvary Church, Miami (75+ people only)
10am - Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters livestreamed (100+ people)
6pm
- Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters (100+ people)
 Confessions are available by appointment before Mass.
 Saturday Vigil Masses are on hold until further notice.

PLANNED GIVING

TELEPHONE MASS

Sincere thanks to all who have continued to
support the Parish during these difficult
times. Details for internet banking: BSB: 064
786; A/c No: 00605 1108; A/c Name:
Burleigh Parish; Reference: Planned Giving/
Surname.

Live streaming Telephone Mass and
Divine Office. Phone 5647 3442.
VINNIES MIGRATION ADVICE SERVICE - If
you need visa assistance call the Helpline on
5561 4704 for a phone interview.

DECEASED
Masses have been requested for the recently
deceased and for friends and relatives whose
anniversaries occur at this time: Philomena

Bugeja, June Dwyer, Jordan Zaragoza
Bismonte.

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for
Wendy Aisenberg, Michael Allan, Patricia
Ashton, Peter Bennett,
Leigh Boulcher,
William Buckley, James Burke, Diane
Busutil, Mary Cale, Jan Carmont, Jacqui &
Emile Cloete & family, Norma Evans,
Angelita Freda, Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli,
Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, Jean Hokin, Denis
McEnery, Terezia Meleg, Fay & John
Mooney, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie
Nicolas, Eileen O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean
O’Reilly, Anne Owens, Phyllis Pola, Goldina
Pondoc, William Sheehan, Peter Smith,
Andrew Supple, Graham Zendler, Norah
Zipf, the sick of our Parish and all in need of
God’s healing Spirit.

For the Kids ...

The woman who had faith in Jesus

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region of
Mt 15:21-28
Tyre and Sidon.
Then out came a Canaanite woman from that district and started shouting, ‘Sir, Son of David,
take pity on me. My daughter is tormented by a devil.’
But he answered her not a word.
And his disciples went and pleaded with him. ‘Give her what she wants,’ they said ‘because she is
shouting after us.’
He said in reply, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the House of Israel.’
But the woman had come up and was kneeling at his feet. ‘Lord,’ she said ‘help me.’
He replied, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the house-dogs.’
She retorted, ‘Ah yes, sir; but even house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall from their master’s table.’
Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, you have great faith. Let your wish be granted.’
And from that moment her daughter was well again.

