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Year B: Zeph 3:14-18; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18

5576 6466 [also for After Hours]
burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au

next week's Readings: Micah 5:1-4; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-44

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM:
Fr Morgan Batt - Parish Priest
Fr Ladu Yanga - Parochial Vicar
Fr Saji George, CMI - Parochial Vicar
Parish Business & Finance Manager
Mr Neil Segerdahl - manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au

Parish Weekly Diary....
Monday, 17 December
9.00am Mass - Miami
Tuesday, 18 December
7.30am Mass - Burleigh Waters
Wednesday, 19 December
7.00am Mass - Miami
9.30am Mass - Ozanam Villa
5.30pm Second Rite of Reconciliation
- Palm Beach
7.00pm Second Rite of Reconciliation
- Burleigh Waters
Thursday, 20 December
7.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
5.30pm Second Rite of Reconciliation
- Mudgeeraba
Friday, 21 December
9.00am Mass - Robina Hospital
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters
Saturday, 22 December
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
4.30pm Sacrament of Penance - Miami
5.30pm Sacrament of Penance - Palm Beach
5.45pm Sacrament of Penance - Burleigh Heads
Saturday, 22 December
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Sat 5.00pm Mass - Miami
Sat 6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach
sat 6.15pm Mass - Burleigh Heads
SUNDAY, 23 December
Fourth Sunday of Advent
7.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
7.00am Mass - Palm Beach
8.30am Mass - Miami
8.30am Mass - Mudgeeraba
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters
5.00pm Sacrament of Penance - Burleigh Waters
5.30pm Mass - Burleigh Waters
7.00pm Parish Christmas Party
- Community Centre, Burleigh Waters

SUNDAY MASS - 4th Sunday of the month
Bond University - 7pm - in the Student Lounge
20 January
24 February

Gaudete means rejoice
Dear brothers and sisters,
The people of today’s gospel seemed to have realised that more than
words was required of them. They had heard John preach repentance.
They had listened to his call a change of life. In a spirit of enthusiasm
generated by the challenging preaching of John the Baptist, they cried
out, what are we to do? And John quickly replied with equal enthusiasm.
He told them to be generous; to share their goods with others. He urged
them to be fair, to be just, and to be charitable. Christianity is a very
practical and social religion
But that is nothing new. We have heard it all before-many times. And I
am sure that we all want to be generous, fair, just and charitable with
others. We tell God in our prayers that we love him, and that we want to
do his will. But maybe that is nothing new to God either. Maybe he has
heard it all before-many times.
But what must we do? Perhaps you feel that it would be a wonderful
thing if a preacher like John the Baptist were standing in the pulpit today,
to tell us exactly what we must do to prepared the way of the Lord.
Advent urges us to prepare a way for the Lord. There is no better way to
prepare than to be welcoming towards those in need. The way to find
peace, happiness, goodness and joy is, to love others.
When Paul, in his letter to the Philippians, wishes them all joy in the
Lord, and again urges them to be joyful, he urges them to be generous
towards all, for the Lord is near. May the Prince of peace, love, joy and
happiness be in our hearts this Christmas?
Fr Ladu

Christmas Mass Times
Monday 24 December

Tuesday 25 December

5pm

Calvary Church, Miami

7am

Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads

5pm

St Benedict’s, Mudgeeraba

7am

Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach

6pm

Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach

8.30am Calvary Church, Miami

6pm

Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters

8.30am St Benedict’s, Mudgeeraba

Midnight Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads
Midnight Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters

10am

Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters

I want you to be happy
I received a traffic infringement notice a little while ago. As
you may know, it is the demerit points which are the real
punishment because they accumulate and suddenly one
finds oneself disqualified to drive.
Some people have an image of God as a Police
Commissioner issuing demerit points for infringements of
various rules. Break a major moral law and one loses
twelve points straight off (mortal sin). But even minor
infractions accumulate and one finds oneself disqualified to
enter Heaven.
What a pathetic image of the Creator of the Universe. What
a pathetic image of the Christian way of life.
The populace at Philippi had their own image of ‘divinity’.
About thirty years before Christ, Marcus Antony had
defeated Brutus and Cassius at Philippi and many Roman
soldiers settled there.
They and their households had an idea of the Divine as
despotic absolute power, just as likely to throw you to the
lions as put a garland around your head. The Divine was
probably wishing the worst for you. The most you could do
was some sort of deal to placate divine power, to get on the
right side.
St Paul wrote to the populace at Philippi with a very
different image of God in mind. Paul had become the
apostle of God’s attitude to human beings: ‘I want you to be
happy, always happy in the Lord. I repeat, what I want is
your happiness.’
Paul is imitating or, better, expressing God’s deepest desire
for us. Does that sound like a God whom one has to placate
out of fear, someone one has to appease by keeping the
rules for fear of destruction?

We can experience it even now. When that happens, then
we are taken well beyond the realm of negativity, keeping
the rules, doing deals.
Of course there are prohibitions. John the Baptist tells the
tax collectors and soldiers: ‘You must not use your position
to exploit and financially ruin those vulnerable to your
power.’ But that merely clears away the ugly side of life. It
is a minimalist approach.
John the Baptist challenged his followers: ‘If anyone has
two tunics he must share with the one who has none. And
the one with something to eat must do the same.’
John the Baptist foresaw a time of extravagant generosity,
outrageous generosity. But, he senses it needed an impetus
beyond his role and power. ‘There is one coming after me
who will immerse you in the Holy Spirit and fire.’
That is what happened at Pentecost. Our Risen Lord had
immersed his followers in His Holy Spirit and the disciples
experienced the Divine Will for their Happiness as if it
were wind and fire, and we are told they sold all their
possessions and distributed to such as had need.
I have seen this immersion in our parish during the year.
Parishioners' generosity towards various appeals always
exceeds the ordinary expected bounds.
But, how can we do less when, in two weeks’ time, we will
celebrate the unparalleled generosity of the gift of the
divine baby in the manger? Why did Divine Love overflow
in this way? The answer lies in St Paul’s letter to the people
at Philippi. God is not a despotic Caesar issuing arbitrary
edicts. God is a Divine Lover with one message:
‘I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord. I repeat,
what I want is your happiness.

No, God wants us to be happy. Thomas Aquinas says the
goal of human life is Happiness, being flooded with bliss,
beatitude. We are to image God as a Divine Lover who
loved us into existence, sustains us in love, and destines us
for love.

© Fr Michael Tate

SECOND RITE OF RECONCILIATION
Wednesday 19 December
5.30pm, Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach; 7.00pm, Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters

Thursday 20 December
5.30pm, St Benedict's, Mudgeeraba

Monday 24 December
9am, Miami

Parish Christmas Party
Sunday 23 December, 7pm (after 5.30pm Mass)
Mercy Community Centre, Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters

 Bring a plate to share ... Bring your Christmas cheer ...
 Wear your Christmas gear ... Bring your voice to sing ...

and make it a Christmas Party to remember!
PRIZE FOR BEST DECORATED CHRISTMAS HAT

 Join in everything ...

Parish News and Happenings
CHRISTMAS GIFT TAGS

- Thank you to all who have taken a tag
from the Christmas trees in our churches. Please return your tag and
present (no wrapping) as soon as possible so that they can be sorted and
wrapped in time for our St Vincent de Paul Christmas deliveries.


CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES CARDS



are available at Churches this weekend.
Please take a supply of cards and hand to
family, friends and visitors ... and invite
them to celebrate Christmas in our parish.


PARISH PILGRIMAGE TO HOLY
LAND, 4 - 15 September, 2019 Cost of
Bible Tour $6000 including airfare
economy ($1,190 for single supp) Please
register your interest at the Parish Office.
*Especially suitable for 75+ age group.



CHRISTMAS VIGIL -



PASTORAL CARE SKILLS COURSE

Children are
invited to come in costume to create a live
nativity scene (angels, shepherds) for the
Christmas Vigil Mass at 5pm St Benedict's
Church, Mudgeeraba and 6pm at Mary,
Mother of Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters.
Please arrive early for a quick practice.
- All parishioners providing pastoral care
and visitation in aged care and nursing
home facilities, and any interested person
wanting to become skilled at the very
special art of pastoral listening, are invited
to join those training to become hospital
pastoral carers in an uplifting, engaging,
fun and spirit-filled 5 day pastoral care
listening skills course. Surfers Paradise
Parish Centre, 9am - 4pm, 21- 25 January.
This course is being sponsored by
Centacare Pastoral Ministries. Attendance
is free but registration is essential. Further
details adminpasmin@bne.catholic.net.au
Registrations close 14 January.

 THE LIGHTS OF

CHRISTMAS Cathedral of St Stephen. Gather in the
lawn at St Stephen's to celebrate the joy of
Christmas with an extraordinary light and
sound show celebrating the season of
peace, joy and goodwill. Every 12 minutes
from 7.30 through until midnight, each
night until Christmas Eve. 249 Elizabeth
St, Brisbane.



The CHRISTIAN MEDITATION weekly
meeting at Infant Saviour church has
concluded for the year. The first meeting
of 2019 will be at the home of Kay Harding
on
Thursday
7
February,
before
commencing again at Infant Saviour.
Further details Paul Gilroy - 5593 3794.

BAPTISMS
We welcome to our faith community
Braxton, Zahlee-Rose, Sadie and
Jarrah who were baptised last week.

FUNERALS
Last week we celebrated the funerals of
Margaret Stella Ahrens, Allan Raoul
Taylor, Joan Catherine Hickey and
Doreen Joan Donaldson who have died
in Christ. Let us remember their families
and friends in our prayers this week.

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings

THANK YOU to all who supported our
Christmas Hamper raffle. Winners were:
1st prize - Rose Periera; 2nd - Genalyn
Quitay; 3rd - Norah Zipf; 4th - Ann
Richards.

 PALMS

AUSTRALIA - Make an
Encounter in 2019 - a rich immersion to
challenge perception, guided by Palms
Mission volunteers with cultural experience
of Timor Leste, Myanmar and Samoa.
www.palms.org.au/encounters.

 ADORATION OF THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT is held on the fourth
Sunday of each month from 4.30 - 5.30pm
at Mary, Mother of Mercy Church, in the
Blessed Sacrament chapel.

 The ANNUAL CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
FESTIVAL at St Gerard Majella,
Chermside West, is now on. Huge lights
display, gift shop, coffee shop, BBQ,
operating from 6 - 10pm every night until
23 December.

 THE CATHOLIC LEADER - Refugee
chef from war-torn Syria is cooking up a
fresh start by sharing his culinary skills and
culture at a newly-opened bakery-cafe in
Underwood,
Brisbane
...
Australian
Franciscan Friar at home in the priesthood
after his twelve-year journey ... Brisbane to
remember one-year anniversary of the
death of Bishop John Gerry at St Stephens
Cathedral ... Research reveals suicide is
the leading cause of death in men aged 15
- 44 ... 23 year old Carlton Sinn to
celebrate his first Christmas as a Catholic.

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for
Michael Allan, Noreen Andersen, Patricia
Ashton, Glenys Bailey, Leigh Boulcher,
Jacob Burgstaller, Lily Burgstaller, James
Burke, Diane Busutil, John Costigan,
Michelle Cronin, Graham Dall, Fr Des
Fitzgerald, Paul Gamin, Anne Gavaghan,
Norma Greenland, Geromy Grima, Fred
Grioli, John Hankin, Vera Havlik, Cheryl
Hingerty, Jean Hokin, Patricia Holmes,
Angelika Huber, Nona Hudson, Harry
Hunter, Norman Ingle, Stuart Ingram,
Annette Kassulke, Margaret Kennedy,
Terry Maguire, Denis McEnery, Anne
McInnes, John Mooney, Stephen Murray,
Mary O'Brien, Sr Annette O'Connor, Paul
O'Connor, Eileen O’Neill, Michael Onn,
Sean O’Reilly, Anne Owens, Mike Parker,
Paula Pinch, Maureen Pocock, Phyllis
Pola, Donna Redman, Peter Reid, William
Sheehan, Peter Smith, Pacing Soriano,
Isaac Stafrace, Andrew Supple, Carmel
Taylor, Dean Taylor, Luke Thorpe,
Lourdes Toledo, Nemcio Toledo, Nigel
Tomlinson, Sarra Tyler, Marie Walker,
Norma Ward, Sylvia Wesley, Dan Wilson,
Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, the sick of
our Parish and all in need of God’s
healing Spirit.

DECEASED
Masses have been requested for the
recently deceased and for friends and
relatives whose anniversaries occur
about this time:
Helen Cross, Joan

Hickey, Patrick Monisse, Gloria O'Rourke,
Doreen Donaldson.

Advent Reflection Series
This Tuesday 18 December is the last night of our 4 week Advent series: Birth – What
is it that God is inviting us to birth. We will complete the series with a reflective candle
lit labyrinth walk. 7pm-8pm in Mary Mother of Mercy Church.

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.

Psalm Responses for Weekday Masses this week:
Monday:

Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.

Tuesday:

Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.

Wednesday: Fill me with your praise and I will sing your glory!
Thursday:

Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.

Friday:

Cry out with joy in the Lord, you holy ones; sing a new song to him.

Saturday:

My heart rejoices in the Lord, my Saviour.

PLANNED GIVING LAST WEEK CODE:

 = very good;
 = good;
 = hangin’ in there;
 = help!
Counting roster this week: Palm Beach



Liturgical Music for Third Sunday of Advent
INTRODUCTORY RITES:

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST:

Gathering:

Preparation of the Gifts:

Open The Heavens

Lord, We Come To Your Table

Open the heavens, Lord,
Come to your people,
Hide not your face, O God.
Open the heavens, Lord,
Come to your people,
open the heavens and come.

Lord, we come to your table.
Lord, we hear your Word.
Lord, you are our Bread of Life
and we, the Body of Christ.
© 1996, Michael Herry, fms

Look on the sheep of your pasture, Lord.
Water your vineyard again,
scattered and broken, return to our aid,
open the heavens and come. (Refrain)
Wake, a-wake, O Israel, see your light has come.
Rise and clothe your self in strength,
know your Lord is near.
Lift up your eyes to the heavens, to-day.
Listen to hear when he comes
know that salvation will break like the dawn,
open the heavens and come. (Refrain)
[coda]

Open the heavens and come,
open the heavens and come.

© 1986, Brian Boniwell

Communion: The Body Of Christ
This is the body of Christ, blessed and broken for us,
blessed and given for us. This is the body of Christ.
This is the bread of my love.
How I long to fill you with my life.
Drink from the cup of my blood.
Let my Spirit heal you deep within.
If you would live in my love,
hold my word, my promise in your heart.
Gathered as one in my name,
take my joy, my freedom to the world.
© 2000, Brian Boniwell

Thanksgiving: Strong And Constant
I will be God who walks with you.
You will be always within my hand.
Take your heart and give it all to me.
Strong and constant is my love.
Strong and constant is my love.

Lighting of Advent Candle:

Should you wander far away from me
I will search for you in ev’ry land.
Should you call, then you will truly know:
Strong and constant is my love.
Strong and constant is my love.

LITURGY OF THE WORD:
Psalm Response:

When you know sorrow within your life,
I will come, I will embrace your heart.
Through your pain you will discover me.
Strong and constant is my love.
Strong and constant is my love.
© Frank Anderson, Chevalier Bookshop

CONCLUDING RITES

© 2012, Amanda McKenna, Willow Publishing

Dismissal:

Gospel Acclamation:

Word we long for

-

Word we thirst for.

Al -le-l u- ia,
Ma-ra-na - tha!

Key of David, Alleluia, Son of Mary. Maranatha!
Promised Saviour, Alleluia, True Messiah. Maranatha!
Cry of prophets, Alleluia, Hope of ages. Maranatha!
Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727411

Let There Be Peace On Earth

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.
Let there be peace on earth,
the peace that was meant to be.
With God as our Father, we are family.
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now.
With ev’ry step I take, let this be my solemn vow:
to take each moment and live each moment
in peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.
Let it begin with me.
© 1983, Sy Miller and Jill Jackson, Jan-Lee Music

