
Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 

Monday, 18 November 
Dedication of Basilicas of Sts Peter and Paul 
9.00am  Mass  - Miami - followed by Adoration  
          of Blessed Sacrament until 11am 
 
Tuesday, 19 November 
St Roque Gonzalez 
7.30am  Mass  - Burleigh Waters 
6.30pm  Brazilian Catholic Community  -  Miami 
 
Wednesday, 20 November 
St Edmund 
7.00am  Mass  - Miami 
9.30am  Mass  - Ozanam Villa 
5.30pm  Mass  - Palm Beach 
 
Thursday, 21 November 
The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
7.00am  Mass  - Burleigh Heads 
5.30pm  Mass  - Mudgeeraba 
 
Friday,  22 November 
St Cecilia 
9.00am  Mass  - Robina Hospital 
10.00am Mass   - Burleigh Waters  
6.00pm  Sung Evening Prayer - Columbarium 
       
Saturday, 23 November 
St Clement 
8.00am  Mass  -  Burleigh Heads 
4.30pm  Sacrament of Penance - Miami 
5.30pm  Sacrament of Penance - Palm Beach 
5.45pm  Sacrament of Penance - Burleigh Heads 
 
Saturday, 23 November 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
Sat 5.00pm  Mass  - Miami 
Sat 6.00pm  Mass  - Palm Beach 
Sat 6.15pm  Mass  - Burleigh Heads 
 
SUNDAY, 24 November 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
7.00am  Mass   - Burleigh Heads 
7.00am  Mass   - Palm Beach 
8.30am  Mass   - Miami 
8.30am  Mass   - Mudgeeraba 
10.00am Mass   -  Burleigh Waters 

5.00pm  Sacrament of Penance - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass   - Burleigh Waters 
 

BURLEIGH HEADS CATHOLIC PARISH 
 

 BURLEIGH WATERS - MARY, MOTHER OF MERCY CHURCH, 3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters 
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Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

17 November, 2019 
 

Year C:  Mal 3:19-20;  2 Thess 3:7-12;  Lk 21:5-19 
 

next week's Readings:  2 Sam 5:1-3;  Col 1:12-20;  Lk 23:35-43 

World Day of the Poor Sunday 
Praying Against Euthanasia 

 
“DYING PEACEFULLY- NO EUTHANASIA” SUNDAY - will be observed in 
Brisbane Archdiocesan parishes this weekend (November 16/17).   
Both pro and anti-euthanasia stances share a value: that each person deserves to 
be treated with respect from birth to death. The question is: how do we faithfully 
articulate our values in end-of-life care? One response is to take practical steps to 
end one’s life and suffering. An alternate response is to offer palliative care that 
deals with pain while also making meaning around the end of life, (indeed, to make 
meaning of one’s whole life). Looking at the book of Malachy we notice the variety 
of images/metaphors most of which focus on fire:* Getting fired up* Bushfires 
destroy* We can get more than our fingers burned * Flames can also warm the 
heart * The sun of justice with its healing rays shines on those who aren’t arrogant. 
The first part of the first reading focuses on the destructive nature of fire. Then, as 
the reading ends, we read that the Lord is coming to rule the world with justice. One 
might explore the various kinds of justice e.g. procedural justice, proactive judges; 
retributive justice, poetic justice, social justice, restorative justice. What does this 
reading have to offer the dialog around euthanasia?   
If the reading from Malachy tacks towards the negative, the Responsorial Psalm 
more than fairly establishes a sense of balance. There’s mention of singing joyfully 
before the King. Here, in response to a dark and dismal reading from Malachy we 
are lifted up. As the final sentence puts it: He will rule the world with justice and give 
people with justice (what kind of justice is called for?)   
Our Thessalonian’s reading meanders its way through toil and drudgery, night and 
day. Reading between the lines; we are created relational. This extract from 
Thessalonians gives evidence of many and various interactions.   
And the Gospel this Sunday is a heartfelt question: what is the world coming to? 
Are we on the road, not only to perdition, but of self-destruction?  Will the world end 
(individually and corporately) in hopelessness or will it end in fulfilment? This is a 
fertile image of great promise.   
If anyone should be a supporter of euthanasia, it would be me.   
In 2013 I watched my father die slowly from dementia. Like most dementia 
sufferers, at the end of his life, his brain could no longer manage his regular bodily 
functions. During dinner at his nursing home he choked on his food and masticated 
food ended up in his lungs. This became ’fluid on the lungs’ and Dad was admitted 
to hospital.  I was told he did not have much time to live and I spent an overnight 
vigil by his bed. It was harrowing to watch, as he had to fight for every breath. The 
kind doctor advised there was nothing that could be done for Dad, except to make 
him comfortable. I wanted to do anything to alleviate his suffering, but I felt so 
powerless. Around 3am, a kind nurse entered the room to check on Dad. He was 
surprised to see him lying on his back and advised that would have made breathing 
nearly impossible. The nurse propped Dad up on a pillow - something I had not 
thought of, and immediately his breathing improved. His condition improved 
dramatically, and after a little while I realised he would be OK and I was able to go 
home. Dad was discharged from hospital the next day and was returned to his 
nursing home. He was still dying, but not suffering. A few days later, he passed 
away peacefully in his nursing home bed. I learned a valuable lesson from that kind 
nurse—there is always something you can do for the dying. You can care for them 
and make them more comfortable, and when the time is right, they will pass away 
peacefully. I respectfully submit to the parliamentary health committee that the best 
we can do for the terminally ill is to provide a high standard of palliative care instead 
of euthanasia. I believe in dying with dignity but I do not accept that the only 
dignified death is when the patient is in control of the timing.   
From a commentator in the Brisbane Archdiocese 
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL  

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS APPEAL 2019 
(Providing a hand up to those in need). 
 
This weekend we launch the Annual Appeal for works undertaken by our local St Vincent De Paul 

Conference.  Envelopes will be handed out this weekend and will be available next weekend and at any 

time at the Piety Stalls.  A collection will be held at Mass next weekend to collect the envelopes/ 

donations.  Credit Card donations can be made by completing the Credit Card section of the envelope- 

please indicate if you require a tax deductible receipt and provide your full return address. 

Donations can also be sent to St Vincent de Paul Society PO BOX 128, Burleigh Heads, Qld 4220.  
 
The SVDP Infant Saviour Conference Burleigh Heads operates with volunteers from across our Parish. We undertake visits (in 

pairs) to those in need and help with food parcels/vouchers, clothing cards, and fuel, utility, medical, education, accommodation 

(to prevent homelessness) and other costs where necessary.  An important part of our visits is to listen to the needs of our 

companions and to encourage them to contact other agencies or services that can assist with their specific circumstances.  
 
Our Parish generously supports our work by providing office/workspace under the Community Room at the Mary Mother of 

Mercy complex. 
 
During the 2018-19 financial year our Conference utilized just under $100,000 to support those in need; this included undertaking 

the annual refugee picnic and also the provision of 65 Christmas hampers and gift packages to over 200 people. The number of 

visitations made by members in 2018-19 was 684, involving 857 adults and 721 Children. 
 
The assistance of the needy could not have been achieved without the generous support received from government grants, the 

generosity of our parishioners through the Poor Boxes, Appeals, donations and bequests, and Marymount Primary School and 

Marymount College students, teachers and parents.  
 
To enable our Local SVDP Conference to continue to provide a hand up and assistance to the needy in our Parish area we would 

be grateful if you could assist by contributing via the annual appeal envelopes. 
 
Like all volunteer organizations we are always on the lookout for additional help; so if you are in a position to devote a few hours 

each week to assist those in need we would welcome your inquiry. 
 
God bless you all.  

SVDP Infant Saviour Conference Burleigh Heads 

"True gold is that which has been built upon 
integrity, courage and love."  

 
As the Year 12s of 2019 prepare to graduate few may recognize the 
name Makybe Diva.  Yes, the horse that made history by winning the 
Melbourne Cup on three occasions: 2003, 2004 and again in 2005. 
During the 2004 call, with Makybe Diva 10 metres from the finish the 
racecaller said, “The champion becomes the legend”. 
 
In his first letter to the people of Corinth, St Paul used the image of a 
race: “Every athlete in training submits to strict discipline in order to 
be crowned with a wreath that will not last;  but we do it for one that 
will last for ever. That is why I run straight for the finishing-line; to win 
the prize – Christ Jesus my Lord!” 
 
As our Year 12s come to the end of the formal schooling part of their 
race, I hope and pray that they take the time to reflect – and set their 
compass, reassess their goals – for gold.  Gold that will truly last! 
 
All that glitters is not gold!  True gold is that which has been built 
upon integrity, courage and love. 
 
Some will dally with drugs – hoping that all-night rave parties and 
drug-induced, blurred “highs” will carry them upward.  But, sadly, the 
morning after and the next and the next are empty, meaningless and 
fake – a wreath that will not last. 
 
For some, the false lure of sexual experiences devoid of respect, 
commitment and love will entice them and leave them empty – a 
wreath that will not last. 
 
Some will place all their hope and energy into money and while 
wealth in itself is not bad we must never build our wealth on the 
misery of others. 
 
For some, greed will entrap their hearts;  for wealth as an end in itself 
is truly a wreath that will not last. 
 
Some – acting out of fear and weakness – will seek solace in power 
and violence (both emotional and physical) only to find integrity, 
courage and truth staring them down and calling their bluff for what it 
really is:  power over and not power with, not empowering, not 
liberating – a wreath that will not last. 

Some will make light of the truth and will live by the maxim that “the 
end justifies the means” and in business and relationship will be 
ruthless in the pursuit of their righteousness at the expense of all 
others – a wreath that will not last.  
 
Two thousand years ago, a simple carpenter from a small hillside 
town called Nazareth took off his outer garment, took a towel and 
washed the feet of his chosen 12. The same carpenter told his 
listeners to be like little children or the lilies of the field in integrity, 
simplicity, courage and love! 
 
That same carpenter, that others claimed to be King, simply said: “By 
your love for one another they will know that you are my disciples!” 
 
Seniors of 2019!  May you truly find gold: the gold of deep personal 
integrity; the gold of love-filled fidelity; the gold of child-like joy in 
simple things; the gold of risked adventure beyond visionless 
comfort; the gold of the dreamer; the gold of courage and respect in 
the little things, the little choices and the little people of your life – 
gold that will truly change our world for the better! 
 
No doubt St Paul, writing to the community of Corinth, had often seen 
athletes in training.  Well – graduands of 2019 – it is time to leave the 
training track, set out on the adventure that is life, and, despite all I’ve 
tried to say above, life is actually NOT a race, it is a dance, it is a total 
embrace, it is an affair-of-the-heart that will give you a sparkle of eye, 
a lightness of step and an aura of love that will touch all who enter 
your life if you truly believe; believe in self and in your God’s love for 
you. 
 
John’s Gospel has Jesus saying: “I am The Way, The Truth and The 
Life”! Yes, friends, our Catholic schools and your wonderful 
guardians would have done their job well if you can truly know that 
LOVE is the way, love – the truth – love – 
the only life worth living! 
 
Go for gold Class of 2019. Never for you, 
anything less! Carpe Diem and know that 
your God walks with you! 
 
      7 November 2019 
      By Brother Damien Price 

Go for Gold! 
Dear Year 12's,  



SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for 
Michael Allan, Noreen Andersen, Patricia 
Ashton, Glenys Bailey, Ida Elda Bonke, 
Leigh Boulcher, Peter Briggs, William 
Buckley, Lily Burgstaller, James Burke, 
Diane Busutil, Joyce Cabral, Jan Carmont, 
Stephen Cochrane, John Costigan, Fr Des 
Fitzgerald, Angelita Freda, Norma 
Greenland, Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli, 
Vera Havlik, Cheryl Hingerty, Jean Hokin, 
Norman Ingle, Stuart Ingram, Veronica 
James, Clive Andrew Lang, Denis 
McEnery, Anne McInnes,  Fay & Dennis 
McGreevy, Margaret Merrotsy, Terry 
Miners, John Mooney, Pat Moy, Stephen 
Murray, Josie Nocolas, Mary O'Brien, Sr 
Annette O'Connor, Paul O'Connor, Eileen 
O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne 
Owens, Maureen Pocock, Phyllis Pola, 
William Sheehan, Peter Smith, Pacing 
Soriano, Isaac Stafrace, Andrew Supple, 
Odette Sweeney, Luke Thorpe, Lourdes 
Toledo, Nemcio Toledo, Sarra Tyler, Marie 
Walker, Dan Wilson, Graham Zendler, 
Norah Zipf, the sick of our Parish and all in 
need of God’s healing Spirit.  

DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the 
recently deceased and for friends and 
relatives whose anniversaries occur about 

this time:   Fr Martin Doyle, Claude 
Hayson, Angela Piripitsi, Kath Dein, Paul 
Tonna. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

BAPTISMS 
We welcome to our faith community 
Porter, Addison, Daisy, Asher and Lottie 
who were baptised last week. 

 National Prayer Campaign for Drought.  
People across the country are encouraged 
to pray for the gift of rain, for people 
affected by the drought and to provide 
practical support, where possible.  Access 
resources and find out more at 
www.catholic.org.au/drought 

 
 PARISH ENTERPREUNERS MEETING - 

Saturday 23 November, 9 - 10.30am, 
Mercy Community Centre. 

 

 SUNG EVENING PRAYER - each 

Friday of November, 6pm, Mary, Mother of 
Mercy Columbarium - to pray for the 
deceased of our parish and families. 

 
 PARISH CHRISTMAS DINNER - 

Monday 23 December, 6.30pm in Mary, 
Mother of Mercy Community Centre.  To 
give thanks for all who minister and 
worship in our Parish. 

 

 CHRISTMAS HAMPER RAFFLE 
(tickets on sale on 23/30 November) - 

to be drawn at Christmas Lunch.   
 

 CHRISTMAS LUNCH - Thursday 5 

December, Burleigh Sports Club.  All 
welcome.  Please rsvp by 30 November to 
Margaret - 5535 8714. 

 BLESSING OF CRIBS AND TREES - 
First Sunday of Advent (30 Nov/1 Dec), all 
Masses.  Bring your crib and baby Jesus 
or a Christmas decoration to have blessed 
at Mass.  Join as the Parish sets up our 
crib and Vinnies Giving Trees.  

 

 The PARISH CHOIR, singers and 

musicians, have been gathering for over 
two months so that the music ministry can 
provide effective service on a weekly 
basis. As Advent and Christmas approach, 
we will take a two week break.  No choir 
practice for the next two weeks. Choir 
will resume on Monday 2 December to 
prepare for Christmas. 

 
 BRAZILIAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

meets each Tuesday in Calvary Church, 
Miami, from 6.30 - 8.30pm and for Natal 
Novena every Tuesday and Thursday 
night in December. 

 

Parish News and Happenings 

Family Groups 
 
Have-A-Chats     Sunday 24 November 
12 noon, Lunch at Club Burleigh. 
rsvp Kay/Hans 5535 4877. 

   PLANNED GIVING LAST WEEK -    
 CODE:   = very good; 

       = good;   

       = hangin’ in there; 

       = help!   

Counting roster this week:  Miami 

2018 EXPENSES:   
Altar Bread/Wine/Candles - $7,200.00 

FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING  -  23 / 24 November  
To celebrate this wonderful feast in our liturgical year is important. It helps us close the 
liturgical year acknowledging Christ our Lord and King and to prepare for Advent.   
In our world it is also the beginning of Summer 
and the tourist season where we welcome 
thousands of schoolies and families to our parish 
to enjoy the beach and Coast life. Last year we re
-instituted the blessing of surf boards and we 
hope people will bring their surfboards along at 
the 10am Sunday Mass and other Masses for 
blessing of Gods protection in the surf.  
 
The Parish Advisory Council also invites all parishioners and friends to wear 
their Hawaiian Shirt next Sunday as a further symbol of the change of seasons 
both in liturgy and in nature.  

Message of hope for World Day of the Poor 

The third World Day of the Poor, to be observed on Sunday, 
November 17, focuses on the theme “the hope of the poor shall not 
perish for ever”. 
Taken from the Book of Psalms, Pope Francis said those words 
“express a profound truth that faith impresses above all on the hearts 
of the poor, restoring lost hope in the face of injustice, sufferings and 
the uncertainties of life”. 
“The psalm was composed at a time of great economic development 
that, as often happens, also led to serious social imbalances,” the 
Holy Father wrote. 
“The inequitable distribution of wealth created a significant number of 
poor people, whose condition appeared all the more dramatic in 
comparison with the wealth attained by a privileged few.” 
Today, too, Pope Francis says, “we must acknowledge many new 
forms of bondage that enslave millions of men, women, young 
people and children”. 
“Daily we encounter families forced to leave their homeland to seek 
a living elsewhere; orphans who have lost their parents or were 
violently torn from them by brutal means of exploitation; young 
people seeking professional fulfilment but prevented from 
employment by short-sighted economic policies; victims of different 
kinds of violence, ranging from prostitution to the narcotics trade, 
and profoundly demeaned,” he lamented. 

“How can we overlook, too, the millions of immigrants who fall victim 
to any number of concealed interests, often exploited for political 
advantage, and are refused solidarity and equality? And all the 
homeless and ostracised persons who roam the streets of our 
cities?” 
Bishop Vincent Long van Nguyen OFM Conv, chair of the Bishops 
Commission for Social Justice, paid tribute to the thousands upon 
thousands who volunteer in Catholic organisations across Australia 
to assist those in need. 
“They work in our jails, in charitable organisations with those who 
have fallen on hard times, and they help the most vulnerable 
members of our community,” he said. 
“For this third World Day of the Poor, we say thank you to each and 
every one of our volunteers. Know that your work is bringing hope to 
the lives of the poor and poor in spirit.” 
 
Read Pope Francis’ 2019 
World Day of the Poor 
message in full http://
w2.vatican.va/content/
francesco/en/messages/
poveri/documents/papa-
francesco_20190613_ 
messaggio-iii-
giornatamondiale-poveri-
2019.html 



Liturgical Music for the Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Psalm Responses for Weekday Masses this week: 
 
Monday:      Give me life, O Lord,  
          and I will do your commands. 
 
Tuesday:     The Lord upholds me. 
 
Wednesday:  Lord, when your glory appears, 
          my joy will be full. 
 
Thursday:      To the upright I will show the saving power  
          of God. 
 
Friday:      We praise your glorious name, O mighty God. 
 
Saturday:    I will rejoice in your salvation, O Lord. 

INTRODUCTORY RITES:   
 
Gathering:     
 
We Are Called 
 
Come, live in the light. 
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord. 
We are called to be light for the kingdom, 
to live in the freedom of the city of God. 
 
  We are called to act with justice, 
  we are called to love tenderly, 
  we are called to serve one another; 
  to walk humbly with God. 
 
Come, open your heart. 
Show your mercy to all those in fear. 
We are called to be hope for the hopeless 
so all hatred and blindness will be no more. 
 
© 1988, David Haas, GIA Publications 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD: 
 
Psalm Response: 

 
 
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST: 
 

We proclaim your death, O Lord, 
and profess your resurrection 
until you come again. 

Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727411 

© 2012, Amanda McKenna, Willow Publishing 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST: 
 
Communion:     Bread Of Life 
 
  Bread of life, hope of the world, 
  Jesus Christ, our brother: 
  feed us now, give us life, 
  lead us to one another. 
 
As we proclaim your death,  
as we recall your life, 
we remember your promise 
to return again. 
 
The bread we break and share 
was scattered once as grain: 
just as now it is gathered, 
make your people one. 
 
Hold us in unity, in love for all to see; 
that the world may believe in you, 
God of all who live. 
 
© 1987, Bernadette Farrell, OCP Publications 
 
Thanksgiving:    O Lord Hear My Prayer 
 
O Lord hear my prayer, 
O Lord hear my prayer. 
When I call answer me. 
O Lord hear my prayer, 
O Lord hear my prayer. 
Come and listen to me.  (repeat)  
© Jacques Berthier, Ateliers Eresses De Taize 
 
CONCLUDING RITES   
 
Dismissal:   Sing Of The Lord's Goodness 
 
Sing of the Lord's goodness, 
Father of all wisdom, 
come to him and bless his name. 
Mercy he has shown us, his love is forever, 
faithful to the end of days. 
 
  Come, then, all you nations, 
  sing of your Lord's goodness, 
  melodies of praise and thanks to God. 
  Ring out the Lord's glory,  
  praise him with your music, 
  worship him and bless his name. 
 
Courage in our darkness, 
comfort in our sorrow, 
Spirit of our God most high; 
solace for the weary, pardon for the sinner, 
splendour of the living God. 
 
© 1981, Ernest Sands, OCP Publications 

 

PARISH PAY WAVE  - In line with the Cathedral and other 

Archdiocesan parishes we are introducing a Sunday collection paywave 
point. We will trial the paywave at Mercy Church before rolling out other 
paywave stations in the rest of the communities.   
The paywave is set at $10. All you need do is tap 
your card as you leave church.  Receipts at this 
stage will not be issued.  Please look for the 
paywave station at the front door.  Thank you.    
Padre and the Parish Finance Advisory Council 


