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Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 
Saturday 17 October - St Ignatius of Antioch 
International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm Mass - Miami 
5.00pm Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach  
Sunday 18 October - Mission Sunday  
7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads (50+ people) 
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Miami (75+ people) 
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
          (100+ people - live-streamed) 
5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (100+ people)  
Monday 19 October 
St John de Brebeuf, Isaac Jogues & Companions 
9.00am  Mass - Miami  
Tuesday 20 October 
Bds Daudi Okelo and Jildo Irwa  
7.30am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Wednesday 21 October  
St Pedro Calungsod & Bd Diego Luis de San Vitores 

8.00am  Morning Prayer of Divine Office 

5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach  
Thursday 22 October  - St John Paul II 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba 
5.30pm  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
Friday 23 October  - St John of Capistrano 
10.00am   Mass  - Burleigh Waters  
          (100+ people - live-streamed) 
 
Saturday 24 October - St Anthony Mary Claret 
8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
5.00pm Mass - Miami 
6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Sunday 25 October 

7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads (50+ people) 
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Miami (75+ people) 
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
          (100+ people - live-streamed) 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (100+ people) 
 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 
Fr Jacob Kalu  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom 

Parish Youth Minister - Darcy Rogers 

We are invited to see God’s hand in every human 
achievement and even in the secular order of the 
world, and to accord God every honour and glory 
having come to this realization. In the first reading, 
Isaiah tries to convince his Jewish audience that things 
were changing for better for them not because King 

Cyrus was in power but because God has willed it and used Cyrus as an 
instrument to carry out His will. God used Cyrus to end the Babylonian captivity 
and brought freedom to the Jews. 
 
In the gospel Jesus was faced with a team of two extremist groups 
(the Herodians and the Pharisees) that united in evil to get Jesus caught on the 
horns of dilemma in order to discredit him. But Jesus wisely turned it into an 
opportunity to teach and enlighten them. They asked if it is right to pay tax to 
Caesar. The coin presented to Jesus was engraved the image of Tiberius Caesar 
the Roman emperor. The Roman Empire of Jesus’ days was divided into provinces 
which Israel was one of them. The Jews were ruled by two authorities: the political 
authority (Roman Empire under the governorship of Herod) and religious authority 
(ruled by the Pharisees, Sadducees and priests). On the one hand, being under 
the political leadership of Rome, the Jews are supposed to pay taxes to the empire 
which was collected by tax collectors (like Zacchaeus and Matthew who were later 
called by Jesus). 
 
The Jews hated taxes to Caesar and saw tax collectors as traitors and 
accomplices. They rebelled against it under the auspices of a group named the 
Zealots. On the other hand, being under the religious umbrella of Judaism, the 
Jews are expected to pay temple tax. Jesus knew the trap set for him: if he says 
pay tax to Caesar, his fellow Jews would see him as a traitor, and if he says pay to 
the temple, the Roman authorities would accuse him of sedition. This led to the 
injunction: “Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and to God what belongs to 
God”. 
 
This injunction which has been widely misinterpreted by many is not an invitation to 
serve the devil and serve God when occasion demands, nor an opportunity to 
dichotomize ourselves. We tend to use it in a whimsical and capricious manner 
when we want to live a hypocritical and dualistic life. For example we hear such 
statements like “my soul is for God,” but my body is for the world; “in the church I 
give God what belongs to Him, outside I give Caesar what belongs to him.” It is 
rather an invitation to serve God wholly and entirely in the religious setting and in 
the political setting of the society. 
 
The question is what really belongs to Caesar? Caesar here would represent 
earthly and political powers and the affairs under their control. God is the source of 
all legitimate human authority and they are geared towards perfection of God’s 
creation and advancement of his kingdom. To God belong Caesar and everything 
under his control. We are obliged to obey the laws of the state which follow from 
divine principles such as payment of taxes for development of the state, using our 
franchise to vote the right persons into civil leadership, obedience to traffic rules 
and other civic responsibilities. In carrying out our civil responsibility we give 
obedience to God. God is our number one priority. He is the source of every good 
thing; therefore, everything is due to him. We must love him without reservation: 
with all our strength, “with all our heart, soul, mind and strength” (Luke 10:27). The 
psalmist says: the Lord’s the earth and it’s fullness, the world and all its 
peoples” (Psalm 24:1); “Give the Lord glory and honour” (Psalms 96). 
 
In the first reading of today he declares: “I am the God and there is no other.” In 
the final analysis, we see nothing goes for the devil. Jesus only asks us to give to 
Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what belongs to God. The state is sacred 
before God and it is our duty to pray for those who handle the steering of 
leadership that they may do the will of God. 

Mission Sunday 
Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

18 October, 2020  
Year A:  Is 45:1,4-6;  1 Thess 1:1-5;  Mt 22:15-21  

next week's Readings:  Ex 22:20-26;  1 Thess 1:5-10;  Mt 22:34-40 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjNzq6Mls_iAhWDF3IKHS0eDJ8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fya-webdesign.com%2Fexplore%2Flogo-instagram-facebook-twitter-png%2F&psig=AOvVaw1oa1rfef-YXzuymsNQioZ5&ust=155971519689
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herodians
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Empire


1. She was born in Fitzroy 
Far from being the hipster capital of Australia, in the early days of 
colonial Melbourne, Fitzroy was sparsely populated and working 
class. Mary was born on January 15, 1842, at 7 Brunswick Street 
Fitzroy (then ‘Newtown’), when the city of Melbourne was less than 
seven years old. While many of Melbourne’s early settlers lived in 
tents, Alexander and Flora MacKillop owned a small block of land on 
which stood a tiny weatherboard cottage, which they named ‘Marino’. 
  
2. Her parents were Scottish immigrants 
Her parents, Flora and Alexander MacKillop, were Catholics from the 
Gaelic-speaking Braes of Lochaber in Inverness-shire, in the Scottish 
Highlands. Alexander was a former seminarian, who had studied in 
Rome to join the priesthood before abandoning this vocation and 
moving to Australia.  
Within months of Mary’s birth, Flora and Alexander lost their house, 
their possessions and savings owing to poor investments. By April 
1842, Alexander moved the family to a farm in Darebin Creek. 
Money worries became a constant part of Mary’s life and MacKillops 
suffered continual financial instability. They continued to rely on the 
good-will and support of relatives and friends. 
  
3. She was the breadwinner 
Mary was 14 when she went out to work to support her younger 
brothers and sisters. Her first job was as a governess for the 
L’Estrange family in Richmond in a house called Erindale, which is 
no longer standing. In 1859, while living in Richmond, Mary started 
work as a clerk at Sands, Kenny & Co stationers in Collins St before 
moving to her uncle’s farm in Penola, South Australia where she 
became a governess in 1860. She stayed two years before accepting 
a job teaching children in Portland, Victoria in 1862.  
At the age of 22, to supplement her income so she could support her 
whole family, Mary opened her own boarding school in Portland. It 
was called Bay View House Seminary for Young Ladies, and Mary’s 
sisters Maggie and Lexie worked as supervisors. The school still 
exists as Bayview College. 
 
4. She wanted to educate poor children 
Mary knew that the only pathway out of poverty was education. In 
Penola, while teaching her uncle and aunt’s children, she included 
the other farm children on the estate as well. This led her to meet 
Penola parish priest, Fr Julian Tenison Woods, a charismatic priest 
who preached on the importance of educating poor children. Mary 
later wrote: ‘I heard the Pastor... Speak of the neglected state of the 
children in the parish... And I had to go and offer myself to aid him’.  
  
5. She was 25 when she started the Josephites 
On 19 March, 1866, on the feast of St Joseph, Mary discarded her 
secular clothing and put on a simple black dress. She was the first of 
the Sisters of St Joseph, a new religious order devoted to teaching 
the poor and caring for vulnerable people. They vowed to live in 
poverty, own no property and were committed to equality. Supported 
by Fr Woods, Mary opened the first St Joseph’s School in a disused 
stable in Penola, South Australia. 
On 15 August, 1867 Mary made her first religious vows as Sister 
Mary of the Cross. Fr Woods wrote a ‘Rule’ to direct their lives, 
emphasizing poverty and simplicity and independence so that the 
Sisters would be free to move across dioceses. They adopted a plain 
brown religious habit. Due to the colour of their habits and their 
name, the Josephite sisters became colloquially known as the 
‘Brown Joeys’. 
 
6. Her order grew quickly 
Attracted to the vision of educating poor children, many young 
women came to join Mary and Fr Woods. By the end of 1869 there 
were 72 sisters teaching in 21 schools as well as an orphanage and 
a refuge for women in distress. By August 1871, their number had 
swelled to 120 women and 40 schools, convents and four charitable 
institutions had been founded. At the time of her death, 750 women 
had entered the Order. The Sisters of St Joseph had opened 117 
schools with a total of over 12,400 pupils. 
 
 7. She was a skilled fundraiser 
As well as schools, Mary MacKillop and the sisters founded hospitals 
and orphanages, as well as providing shelters for the homeless, 
former prostitutes and unmarried mothers. And they raised all of the 

money themselves.  
Mary sometimes referred to 
herself as the ‘Beggar in Chief’. 
  
8. She was fiercely independent 
While other religious orders were governed by their local bishops, the 
Sisters of St Joseph insisted on governing themselves, something 
that became a point of friction between Mary MacKillop and some 
members of the Church hierarchy in numerous dioceses across 
Australia. 
  
9. She was excommunicated 
Ongoing tensions over the issue of central control led to MacKillop 
being excommunicated from the Catholic Church in 1871 by 
Adelaide Bishop Laurence Sheil. During the excommunication, the 
Josephites were not disbanded, but most of their schools were 
closed. Because Mary MacKillop was forbidden to have contact with 
anyone in the Church, she relied on the support of prominent Jewish 
merchant Emanuel Solomon who gave her a house in Flinders 
Street, Adelaide, rent-free. 
Mary described the experience to Fr Woods: ‘I do not know how to 
describe the feeling, but I was intensely happy and felt nearer to God 
than I ever felt before. The sensation of the calm beautiful presence 
of God I shall never forget.’  
Five months later, Bishop Sheil was gravely ill and from his deathbed 
instructed that Mary be absolved and restored to her order. 
  
10. She was a whistleblower 
Mary MacKillop was instrumental in exposing sexual abuse of minors 
by an Irish priest at Kapunda, north of Adelaide, and documents 
reveal that her whistleblowing was in part what led to Bishop Sheil 
excommunicating Mary MacKillop for alleged insubordination. 
  
11. She was (falsely) accused of alcoholism 
Prior to her excommunication, a group sought to discredit the 
Josephites. As well as allegations of financial incompetence, 
rumours were also spread that Mary MacKillop had a drinking 
problem. MacKillop is said to have battled dysmenorrhea for many 
years and self-medicated by drinking brandy. 
Her canonisation process began in 1926, but was delayed in 1931 
because the Vatican could not produce a key document exonerating 
Mary from these accusations. In 1951, twenty years later, a cardinal 
was able to procure the missing document and the process could 
continue. 
 
12. She answered to Rome 
In 1873, Mary travelled to Rome for a personal audience with Pope 
Pius IX and obtained papal approval for the order’s constitution. The 
pope’s sign-off on their ‘Rule of Life’, ensured a level of 
independence and autonomy for the Sisters. The order would be self
-governed, under papal authority. 
  
13. She lived in community, not convents 
The Josephites were unusual among Catholic orders, as the sisters 
lived in the community, alongside the people they were assisting, 
rather than in convents. They were also democratic. The 
congregation’s constitution required administration by a superior 
general chosen from within the congregation of sisters rather than by 
the bishop, which was uncommon in its day. 
  
14. She didn’t accept government funding 
The Josephites refused to accept government funding for their 
schools. They also refused to teach instrumental music (then 
considered an essential part of education) and were unwilling to 
educate girls from more affluent families. This structure resulted in 
the sisters being forced to leave Bathurst in 1876 and Queensland by 
1880 due to the local bishops’ refusal to accept this working 
structure. 
 
15. She was known for her kindness 

According to the official Vatican Decree for her canonisation: ‘… the 
most striking thing about her was her kindness. She was a great 
believer in encouragement, urging people to be kind and united. In 
everything she said or did, she showed respect and love for those 
around her, making no distinction between the rich, the high-born, 
and the influential on the one hand, and the lowly, the jailbirds, and 
the outcasts of society.’ 

15 things you didn’t know about St Mary MacKillop 
Thursday 15 October 2020  -  Communications Office Archdiocese of Melbourne 
To celebrate ten years since St Mary MacKillop’s canonisation, these are some lesser-known details about the 
life of Australia’s first saint. 



PLANNED GIVING 
Sincere thanks to all who have continued to 
support the Parish during these difficult 
times. Details for internet banking:  BSB:  
064 786;  A/c No:  00605 1108;  A/c Name:  
Burleigh Parish;  Reference:  Planned Giving/
Surname.  

TELEPHONE MASS  -  5647 3442.   
 
PARISH PODCAST - Listen to weekly 

homilies, updates and more on your phone/
mobile devices.  
Search 'Burleigh Heads Parish' on any of 
your favourite podcast apps. 

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for 
Michael Allan, Patricia Ashton, Peter W 
Bennett, Leigh Boulcher, William Buckley, 
James Burke, Diane Busutil, Mary Cale, 
Jacqui & Emile Cloete & family, Sr Elizabeth 
Dawson, Norma Evans, Angelita Freda, 
Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli, Kath Hare, Vera 
Havlik, Jean Hokin, Denis McEnery, Terezia 
Meleg, Fay & John Mooney, Pat Moy, 
Stephen Murray, Josie Nicolas, Eileen 
O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne 
Owens, Phyllis Pola, Goldina Pondoc, 
William Sheehan, Peter Smith, Andrew 
Supple, Warren Wilson, Graham Zendler, 
Norah Zipf, the sick of our Parish and all in 
need of God’s healing Spirit.  

DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the recently 
deceased and for friends and relatives whose 

anniversaries occur at this time:  Maureen 
Hayson, Yvonne Lofthouse, John Kilfoy, 
Janice Kilfoy, Una Kilfoy, Malcolm George 
Walker, Kenneth Paholski, Kathleen Simmons. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

New Social Justice Group 
 
Dear Parish Community,  
I would like to express a warm welcome to members of our parish and extended school communities, along with anyone from any other 
religious denomination - or simply anyone interested in Social Justice issues relevant in society today.  
The Social Justice Group will be discerning and drawing initiatives from the new Fratelli Tutti Encyclical Pope Francis released on 4 October, 
2020.  
Agenda items of interest are:  high costs of rents, right to life, animal welfare and environment, mental health during a Corona world, equality 
and care for the poor and underprivileged.  
Many people during Covid have expressed a need to support the community, but not sure how to do it in our everyday lives.  Come along 
and express your vision to form a Beautiful Life Giving agenda for our new Social Justice Group at Mary, Mother of Mercy Church 
Boardroom.  
All welcome (and children welcome).  
Tuesday 20 October, 6.30pm - 8pm  -  then on the third Tuesday of each month.  
Contact Carrie Kelly 0427 602417 or carrie.kelly@griffithuni.edu.au 

The PARISH CHOIR has resumed practice each Monday, 5.30 - 6pm, Mary, Mother of 

Mercy Church.  Any singers or musicians who would like to join are most welcome. 
 
MUSIC ROSTER MEETING - Wednesday 28 October, 10am Parish Boardroom, Mary, 

Mother of Mercy.  All welcome.  
Next Brazilian Catholic Community Portuguese speaking Mass - 8 November at 

Miami, 11am.  
BIBLE STUDY will resume with Fr Jacob at Infant Saviour on Saturday 24 October at 

8.30am. 

The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults), is the process by which adult persons are brought into 
membership of the Roman Catholic Church.   It focuses on the basics of belief – the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.   It is an opportunity to come to know Jesus Christ. It provides the opportunity to 
reflect on life. It is a journey of faith.   And a chance to discover more about who you are as a son or daughter 
of a gracious loving God.  
A time to reflect on what this relationship means to you and what it may ask of you.  
If you know someone who may be seeking to know more about us and possibly wishing to become a 
member of our catholic faith, please invite them to come along to the RCIA ENQUIRY NIGHT (Rite of 

Christian Initiation of Adults) to be held on Monday, 16
th

 November at 7.00pm to 8.30pm in the Board Room, Mary, Mother of 
Mercy Church, Sunlight Drive, Burleigh Waters.     
This is a night when anyone who may be interested in becoming a Catholic or perhaps just learning about the Catholic faith, is 
welcome to attend.  
It is also an opportunity for adults baptised as children but never progressing into the Sacramental life of the church to become 
fully initiated receiving the Sacraments of Confirmation and First Eucharist.  
It provides the opportunity to COME AND SEE who we are – we are members of the Catholic Church who believe in a loving 
God, a God who has created each and every one of us out of love.  We are a family, a community of faith.    
People willing to be sponsors or to accompany someone to the Enquiry Night are also invited.   It is comforting for an Enquirer 
to be accompanied by someone they know.    
For further information phone the Parish Office - 5576 6466 or the RCIA Co-ordinator Josee Hill on 0430 546465 

One of the constant messages that the team at Catholic Mission receive from 

missionaries around the world is ‘thank you’. The people that we support, with 

the generosity of our donors, know how blessed they are by the Church here 

in Australia. That same note of gratitude is heard in today’s second reading, where Paul, 

Silvanus and Timothy all acknowledge the other members of the Thessalonian faith community 

in their prayers and give thanks for each of them. Missionaries that we support and uphold 

express similar gratefulness. When you contribute to the Catholic Mission appeal this weekend, 

you can be assured that you, your parish and others like it, will be remembered in prayer by 

those in places like Cambodia. Whether you give through a text message (Text the word GIVE 

to 0488 854 436, enter your parish name in the notes and follow the prompts), donate online 

(catholicmission.org.au/Cambodia) or give via the traditional appeal envelope, you are 

helping missionaries reach out and bring life to some of the most needy people in the world.  

Burleigh Youth News! Our last Alternative of the year is less then 1 week away!!   Experience a 

group of Year 10-12’s who are: real, truth seekers and genuine friends.  
Our mission is to discover together.  
Make sure to register for Friday night via the link in our Instagram bio @burleighyouth. 



 

Gathering: 
 
Holy God, We Praise Your Name 
 
Holy God, we praise your name! 
Lord of all, we bow before you; 
all on earth your pow'r proclaim, 
all in heav'n above adore you; 
boundless is your vast domain, 
everlasting is your reign. 
 
Holy Father, Holy Son, 
Holy Spirit, three we name you, 
while in essence only one, 
undivided God we claim you, 
and adoring bend the knee, 
while we own the mystery. 
 

Recessional:    The Summons 
 
Will you come and follow me 
if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don't know 
and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, 
will you let my name be known, 
will you let my life be grown 
in you and you in me? 
 
Lord, your summons echoes true 
when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you 
and never be the same. 
In your company I'll go 
where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you  
and you in me. 
 
© 1987, John L Bell, Willow Connection 

Music for this Sunday  

For the Kids ...  


