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BURLEIGH HEADS - INFANT SAVIOUR CHURCH, 4 Park Av, Burleigh Heads
PALM BEACH - OUR LADY OF THE WAY CHURCH - Eleventh Ave, Palm Beach
MIAMI - CALVARY CHURCH - Redondo Av, Miami
MUDGEERABA - ST. BENEDICT'S CHURCH - Wallaby Dr, Mudgeeraba
SPRINGBROOK - ST TERESA'S CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

PARISH OFFICE: Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters
[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads]

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au
Phone:
5576 6466 [also for After Hours]
e-mail:
burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM:
Fr Morgan Batt - Parish Priest
Fr Jacob Kalu - Parochial Vicar
Parish Business & Finance Manager
Neil Segerdahl - manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc, Maree Wright
Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom
Parish Youth Minister - Darcy Rogers

Parish Weekly Diary....
Saturday 1 August
St Alponsus Liguori
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
9.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)

Sunday 2 August
National Vocation Sunday for Marriage and
Single Life
7.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads (50+ people)
7.00am Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people)
8.30am Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people)
8.30am Mass - Miami (75+ people)
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters
(100+ people - live-streamed)

6.00pm

Mass - Burleigh Waters (100+ people)

Monday 3 August
9.00am Mass - Miami
Tuesday 4 August
St John Vianney
7.30am Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)
Wednesday 5 August
St Dominic
8.00am Morning Prayer of Divine Office
(live-streamed)

5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach
Thursday 6 August
The Transfiguration of the Lord
75th Anniversary of the Bombing of Hiroshima
5.30pm Mass - Mudgeeraba
Friday 7 August
Jeans for Genes Day
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters
(100+ people - live-streamed)

Saturday 8 August
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
9.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)

Sunday 9 August
National Vocation Sunday for Ordained and
Religious
International Day of the World's Indigenous
People

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
2 August, 2020
Year A: Is 55:1-3; Rom 8:35,37-39; Mt 14:13-21
next week's Readings: 1 Kg 19:9,11-13; Rom 9:1-5; Mt 14:22-23

In this Sunday’s First Reading we can look upon the
words of the Prophet Isaiah “Come to me, listen, and
your soul will live (Isa 55:3). I have no doubt that
sometimes we hear God through others. Neither do I
doubt that God feeds us like those 5000 sitting on
the hill in today’s Gospel.
This coming week, on August 6 and August 9, we
mark the 75th anniversaries of the destruction of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki by nuclear bombs. So, on
this anniversary date, I encourage you to listen to the
voice of Setsuko Thurlow, who survived the Hiroshima bomb when she was thirteen
years old. These words are from her 2017 Nobel Prize acceptance speech:
"I speak as a member of the family of hibakusha – those of us who, by some
miraculous chance, survived the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. For
more than seven decades, we have worked for the total abolition of nuclear
weapons. . .We refused to sit idly in terror as the so-called great powers took us past
nuclear dusk and brought us recklessly close to nuclear midnight. . .We said:
humanity and nuclear weapons cannot coexist.
"Today, I want you to feel in this hall the presence of all those who perished in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. I want you to feel, above and around us, a great cloud of a
quarter million souls. Each person had a name. Each person was loved by
someone. Let us ensure that their deaths were not in vain.
"I still vividly remember that morning. At 8:15, I saw a blinding bluish-white flash from
the window. . .As I regained consciousness in the silence and darkness, I found
myself pinned by the collapsed building. I began to hear my classmates’ faint cries:
‘Mother, help me. God, help me.’
"... As I crawled out, the ruins were on fire. Most of my classmates in that building
were burned to death alive. I saw all around me utter, unimaginable devastation.
Processions of ghostly figures shuffled by. Grotesquely wounded people, they were
bleeding, burnt, blackened and swollen. Parts of their bodies were missing. Flesh
and skin hung from their bones. Some with their eyeballs hanging in their hands.
Some with their bellies burst open, their intestines hanging out. The foul stench of
burnt human flesh filled the air. Thus, with one bomb my beloved city was
obliterated. Most of its residents were civilians who were incinerated, vaporized,
carbonized – among them, members of my own family and 351 of my schoolmates."
In another incredible story to emerge from the bombings was of the Jesuit House in
Hiroshima. Eight Jesuit priests living just 8 blocks from ground zero miraculously
survived the atomic blast at Hiroshima on August 6, 1945. Everyone else within a
radius of roughly 1.5 Kilometres was reportedly killed instantly, and those outside
the range died of radiation within days. However, the only physical harm to Fr.
Shiffer was that he could feel a few pieces of glass in the back of his neck.
John Hersey, in his contemporary 1946 account Hiroshima, lists four Jesuit priests
(Father Superior LaSalle [sic], Father Wilhelm Kleinsorge, Father Cieslik, and Father
Schiffer) and places them 1,400 yards (1,300 m) "from the center." Schiffer himself
states there were four Jesuit priests — "Father Hugo Lassalle, Superior of the whole
Jesuit Mission in Japan, and Fathers Kleinsorge, Cieslik, and Schiffer" — and
describes his own location as "within the most deadly one-mile radius." Schiffer also
notes the name of their church — "the Jesuit Church of Our Lady's Assumption."
According to the 1946 account of Jesuit priest Father John Siemes, who had been
on the outskirts of the city: They were in their rooms at the Parish House—it was a
quarter after eight, exactly the time when we had heard the explosion in
Nagatsuke—when came the intense light and immediately thereafter the sound of
breaking windows, walls and furniture. They were showered with glass splinters and
fragments of wreckage. Father Schiffer was buried beneath a portion of a wall and
suffered a severe head injury. The Father Superior received most of the splinters in
his back and lower extremity from which he bled copiously. continued next page ...

Everything was thrown about in the rooms themselves, but the wooden framework of the house remained intact.
Schiffer's own account describes the explosion: Suddenly, a terrific
explosion filled the air with one bursting thunder stroke. An invisible force
lifted me from the chair, hurled me through the air, shook me, battered
me, whirled me 'round and 'round like a leaf in a gust of autumn wind.
The Jesuit priests survived the explosion. Quoted in 1950, Schiffer said,
"Of 14 clergy and laymen we lost only one, a Japanese." The Jesuits
were in a building stronger than most surrounding buildings, as noted by
Hersey and Siemes, respectively: [Father Kleinsorge saw] that all the
buildings round about had fallen down except the Jesuits’ mission
house, which had long before been braced and double-braced by a
priest named Gropper, who was terrified of earthquakes. The survival of
the priests has sometimes been referred to as a miracle. In 1951,
Schiffer said: I won't call it a miracle exactly, but I think we were under
the special protection of God.
Similarities with Nagasaki are sometimes highlighted, where a Franciscan friary established by St. Maximilian Kolbe was "unaffected by
the bomb which fell there", as "the friary was protected from the force of the bomb by an intervening mountain".
Let’s take the words of the Second Reading to our prayer this week – “Nothing can come between us and the love of Christ, even if we
are troubled or worried, or being persecuted, or lacking food or clothes, or being threatened or even attacked” (Rom 8:35).

Over the next 6 weeks let’s do some Adult Faith Formation around the theological and philosophical
reasoning’s of the mystery of evil or Why does God allow evil? Read all 6 parts and see what conclusions
you can come to.
In my life as a priest one question that is constantly asked of me is “why do bad things happen to good
people”? And – “if God is all powerful and loving why does he permit bad things to happen”? Especially during
these pandemic times the question is asked again and again. I get that – that people want answers to these
questions. A Google survey that happened in May 2020 discovered that some of the most clicked on subjects
at present is ‘what is prayer’ and ‘why does evil exist’. Clearly people are searching. In fact I know that young
people want this question answered; and is one of the big questions that keeps them from believing in God
and the Church.
During my homilies over the years I have touched on this numerous times – although fleeting because of time – yes one cannot explain
this in 8-10 mins. I gave a Padre Two Cents Worth podcast a few months back on this subject also. And just last week I received a letter
from a parishioner asking about these subjects. So let me over a few weeks – if I can - break open this mystery of evil.
When I was a younger priest a found an intriguing and wonderful book written by a Jewish Rabbi. Jewish writings, especially on scripture,
fascinate me. So I read the book – “Why do bad things happen to Good People” – this book has coloured my understanding of this area
most of my priesthood along with other works like John Hicks, Augustine, Aquinas, and CS Lewis.
One of the most important approaches to the problem of evil is that set forth originally by Augustine and then later by Aquinas, in which
they argued that evil has no independent being. Evil cannot be defined as a thing or as a substance or as some kind of being. Rather, evil
is always defined as an action, an action that fails to meet a standard of goodness. In this regard, evil has been defined in terms of its
being either a negation (negatio) of the good, or a privation (privatio) of the good. In both cases, the very definition of evil depends upon a
prior understanding of the good. In this regard, as Augustine argued, evil is parasitic — that is, it depends upon the good for its very
definition. We think of sin as something that is unrighteous, involving disobedience, immorality, and the like. All of these definitions
depend upon the positive substance of the good for their very definition. Augustine argues that though Christians face the difficulty of
explaining the presence of evil in the universe, the pagan has a problem that is twice as difficult. Before one can even have a problem of
evil, one must first have an antecedent existence of the good. Those who complain about the problem of evil now also have the problem of
defining the existence of the good. Without God there is no ultimate standard for the good.
In contemporary days, this problem has been resolved by simply denying both evil and good and subcumes into a relativist state. Such a
problem, however, faces enormous difficulties, particularly when one suffers at the hands of someone who inflicts evil upon them. It is
easy for us to deny the existence of evil until we ourselves are victims of someone's wicked action.
Rabbi Harold Kushner in his book, When Bad Things Happen to Good People, writes “We could bear nearly any pain or disappointment if
we thought there was a reason behind it, a purpose, to it.”
Dr Ralph Lewis, a clinical psychiatrist, writes that -My wife Karin is a much more practically-minded, down-to-earth person than I am. So
when she was diagnosed in 2005 in her late thirties with a very aggressive life threatening cancer, she never dwelled on questions like
‘Why did this happen?’ or ‘Why me?’ When people asked her if she struggled with such questions or if she felt a sense of cosmic injustice,
her characteristically matter-of-fact reply was “Why not me?” Karin and I had experienced adversity and big life challenges before, but
nothing like this. Not that we were really surprised to be facing such a crisis: neither of us had illusions of immunity to the kinds of
adversity we had all too often seen hit others. Like me, Karin worked in a helping profession, so we had both witnessed much tragedy in
our work, as well as among friends and relatives. Severe adversity seemed almost overdue for us. It seemed obvious to us that there was
no reason we should be exempt from misfortune and tragedy. For several years following the diagnosis, we expected the worst and lived
with tremendous uncertainty. Thanks to a whole lot of dumb luck, and some remarkable medical breakthroughs, we made it through—
though one is never really out of the woods with cancer, and we have had more scares in recent years. In the initial phases of her illness
and treatment, the time of greatest uncertainty and vulnerability, I found myself grasping for reassurance and desperately wanting to
believe that everything was somehow cosmically ‘meant’ to turn out favorably. But my clinical work as a psychiatrist had honed an everpresent awareness of the power of denial and wishful thinking as defense mechanisms. I had seen how these get deployed by people
facing serious threat and uncertainty—all the more so when those people's fates are being arbitrarily determined by random and trivial
factors that seem to mock the significance of their lives.
Along with Dr Lewis, I realise that I too was still trying to come to terms with the full extent to which randomness rules our lives. Why did I
have to be the Parish Priest of Port Arthur during the massacre? Why did the Archbishop call me into the Army and overseas service? Why
do my friends die in mountain accidents? Why as a priest do I deal with death and suffering everyday?
PART 2 OF 6 NEXT WEEK ......
Why not? Why do so many marvelous good things happen also?

National Vocations Awareness Week
National Vocation Awareness Week (NVAW) is an annual week-long celebration
of the Catholic Church in Australia dedicated to the promotion of vocations to
ordained ministry and consecrated life through prayer, and to renew our own
prayers and support for those who are considering one of these particular
vocations.
Prayer for Vocations
Loving God,
With one voice we lift up our hearts to thank you today for our lives,
our vocation and all your gifts to us.
Inspire us all to know and live our vocation.
Give courage to young people, to listen and follow the call,
to serve you in the Archdiocese as your priests, deacons, religious and lay ministers.
Bless us, your family of Brisbane.
Help those you call to listen to what your Holy Spirit is saying to us.
Guide them to serve in your vineyard, that they may fulfil your holy will and make all things new.
Through Christ our Lord. AMEN

RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
RCIT - Rite of Christian Initiation of Teens

Congratulations!

This Sunday 2nd August we will baptise and Initiate the group into full life of the Church at
8.30am St Benedict's, 10am Mary, Mother of Mercy and 6pm Youth Mass.
Please pray for our RCIA and RCIT and their journey to be with us.
Thank you also to the Teams and your ministry.
Padre

AGED CARE AND NURSING HOME SENIORS MINISTRY
Have you ever considered a few hours each week visiting the elderly in our Parish at one of the Burleigh Parish 21 Aged Care
and Nursing Facilities. The Parish provides a number of very active volunteers ministering to the faculties each week. The
residents really love the visits, the fellowship and the expertise of our Parish Ministers. They also take communion to many
and some run a brief Prayer or Communion Service.
Full training and In-service is provided through the Parish.
An Inquiry Session is being held in the Parish Board Room (near Office) Friday 21 th August
10.30am (after Mass) for all interested volunteers to find out more and to sign up to this very
worthwhile ministry.
A few hours a week makes a great difference in an elderly person’s life. Contact Padre.
PARISH PODCAST
We are up and running in this exciting new social media ministry. Follow our new parish podcast channel to
listen to weekly homilies, updates and more on your phone/mobile devices.
Search 'Burleigh Heads Parish' on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Google Podcasts, Player FM or any of your
favourite podcast apps.

Masses for this Sunday (2 August)
7.00am - Infant Saviour Church, Burleigh Heads (50+ people)
7.00am - Our Lady of the Way Church, Palm Beach (50+ people)
8.30am - St Benedict's, Mudgeeraba (75+ people)
8.30am - Calvary Church, Miami (75+ people only)
10am - Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters livestreamed (100+ people)
6pm
- Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters (100+ people)
 Confessions are available by appointment before Mass, but please don't expect




confession 10 minutes before Mass as the priests are preparing - rather come 30
minutes early.
Saturday Vigil Masses are on hold until further notice, for many reasons, so be
patient and come to Sunday Masses.
There are still places available at Sunday Masses so come along and see if you can
attend. Sunday 6pm has lots of room.

PARISH LUNCH - If you haven't been to

PLANNED GIVING

one of our luncheons before, this is the
perfect time - Thursday 6 August, 11.45am,
Burleigh Sports Club, Christine Av. Please
phone Margaret 5535 8714. Shuttle bus
available (contact Club on 5576 3177).

Sincere thanks to all who have continued to
support the Parish during these difficult
times. Details for internet banking: BSB: 064
786; A/c No: 00605 1108; A/c Name:
Burleigh Parish; Reference: Planned Giving/
Surname. New sets of PLANNED GIVING
ENVELOPES are now available for
collection from churches.

TELEPHONE MASS
Live streaming Telephone Mass and
Divine Office. Phone 5647 3442.

DECEASED
Masses have been requested for the recently
deceased and for friends and relatives whose
anniversaries occur at this time:
David

Gordon Grams, Margaret Ann Supple,
Clorene Lorraine Supple, Nancy Abel.

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for
Wendy Aisenberg, Michael Allan, Patricia
Ashton, Peter Bennett,
Leigh Boulcher,
William Buckley, James Burke, Diane
Busutil, Mary Cale, Jan Carmont, Jacqui &
Emile Cloete & family, Norma Evans,
Angelita Freda, Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli,
Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, Jean Hokin, Denis
McEnery, Terezia Meleg, Fay & John
Mooney, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie
Nicolas, Eileen O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean
O’Reilly, Anne Owens, Phyllis Pola, Goldina
Pondoc, William Sheehan, Peter Smith,
Andrew Supple, Graham Zendler, Norah
Zipf, the sick of our Parish and all in need of
God’s healing Spirit.

For the Kids ...
Gospel

Everyone had plenty to eat

Mt 14:13-21
When Jesus received the news of John the Baptist’s death he withdrew by boat to a lonely place where they could be by
themselves. But the people heard of this and, leaving the towns, went after him on foot. So as he stepped ashore he saw a
large crowd; and he took pity on them and healed their sick.
When evening came, the disciples went to him and said, ‘This is a lonely place, and the time has slipped by; so send the
people away, and they can go to the villages to buy themselves some food.’ Jesus replied, ‘There is no need for them to go:
give them something to eat yourselves.’ But they answered, ‘All we have with us is five loaves and two fish.’ ‘Bring them here
to me,’ he said. He gave orders that the people were to sit down on the grass; then he took the five loaves and the two fish,
raised his eyes to heaven and said the blessing. And breaking the loaves he handed them to his disciples who gave them to
the crowds. They all ate as much as they wanted, and they collected the scraps remaining - twelve baskets full. Those who ate
numbered about five thousand men, to say nothing of women and children.

