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PARISH PASTORAL TEAM:
Fr Morgan Batt - Parish Priest
Fr Jacob Kalu - Parochial Vicar
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Mr Neil Segerdahl - manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc, Maree Wright
Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom
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Parish Weekly Diary....
Monday, 3 February
St Blaise
9.00am Mass - Miami
- followed by Adoration of Blessed
Sacrament until 11am
Tuesday, 4 February
St John Britto
7.30am Mass - Burleigh Waters
6.30pm Brazilian Catholic Community - Miami
Wednesday, 5 February
St Agatha
7.00am Mass - Miami
9.30am Rosary - Ozanam Villa (no Mass)
10.00am Funeral Mass for John Costigan - Palm Bch
5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach
Thursday, 6 February
St Paul Miki and companions
7.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
5.30pm Mass - Mudgeeraba
Friday, 7 February
St Mel
9.00am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament
- Palm Beach
10.00am Anointing Mass - Burleigh Waters
Saturday, 8 February
St Josephine Bakhita
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
4.30pm Sacrament of Penance - Miami
5.30pm Sacrament of Penance - Palm Beach
5.45pm Sacrament of Penance - Burleigh Heads
Saturday, 8 February
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5.00pm Mass - Miami
Sat 6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach
Sat 6.15pm Mass - Burleigh Heads
SUNDAY, 9 February
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
7.00am Mass - Palm Beach
8.30am Mass - Miami
8.30am Mass - Mudgeeraba
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters
5.00pm Sacrament of Penance - Burleigh Waters
5.30pm Mass - Burleigh Waters

The Presentation of the Lord
2 February, 2020
Year A: Malachi 3:1-4; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40
next week's Readings: Is 58:7-10; 1 Cor 2:1-5; Mt 5:13-16

The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord
Today`s feast commemorates how Jesus, as a baby, was presented to God in the
Temple in Jerusalem. This presentation finds its complete and perfect fulfillment in the
mystery of the passion, death and Resurrection of the Lord. The Feast of the
Presentation of the Lord is a combined feast, commemorating the Jewish practice of the
purification of the mother after childbirth (Lev.12, 1-8), and the presentation of the child
to God in the Temple and his buying back (redemption) from God. It is also known as
the Feast of the Purification of Mary, and the Feast of Candlemas. It is also called
the Feast of “Encounter” because the New Testament, represented by the baby Jesus,
encountered the Old Testament, represented by Simeon and Anna. Joseph offered two
pigeons in the Temple as sacrifice for the purification of Mary after her childbirth and for
the presentation and redemption ceremonies performed for baby Jesus. Like all godly
parents, Mary and Joseph raised their son in the fear and wisdom of God. He, in turn,
was obedient to them and grew in wisdom and grace. The Lord's favour is with those
who listen to his word with trust and obedience. There is a type of joy we experience
when we submit to God and His will. When we seek to pass on the faith and to help the
young grow in wisdom and maturity, we fulfil part of God`s plan for the salvation of
humanity.
The Holy Spirit reveals the presence of the Saviour of the world.
What is the significance of Simeon's encounter with the baby Jesus and his mother in
the temple? Simeon was a just and devout man who was very much in tune with the
Holy Spirit. He believed that the Lord would return to his temple and renew his chosen
people. The Holy Spirit also revealed to him that the Messiah and King of Israel would
also bring salvation to the Gentile nations. When Joseph and Mary presented the baby
Jesus in the temple, Simeon immediately recognized this humble child of Bethlehem as
the fulfillment of all the messianic prophecies, hopes, and prayers. Inspired by the Holy
Spirit he prophesied that Jesus was to be "a revealing light to the Gentiles". The Holy
Spirit reveals the presence of the Lord to those who are receptive and eager to receive
him.
The 'New Temple' of God's presence in the world.
Jesus is the new temple (John 1:14; 2:19-22). In the Old Testament God manifested his
presence in the "pillar of cloud" by day and the "pillar of fire" by night as he led them
through the wilderness. God's glory visibly came to dwell over the ark and the
tabernacle (Exodus 40:34-38). When the first temple was built in Jerusalem God's glory
came to rest there (1 Kings 8). After the first temple was destroyed, Ezekiel saw God's
glory leave it (Ezekiel 10). But God promised one day to fill it with even greater glory
(Haggai 2:1-9; Zechariah 8-9). That promise is fulfilled when the "King of Glory" himself
comes to his temple (Psalm 24:7-10; Malachi 3:1). Through Jesus' coming in the flesh
and through his saving death, resurrection, and ascension we are made living temples
of his Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16-17). We ask the Lord to renew our faith in the
indwelling presence of his Spirit within us. And we give him thanks and praise for
coming to make his home with us.
Mary receives both a crown of joy and a cross of sorrow.
Simeon blessed Mary and Joseph and he prophesied to Mary about the destiny of this
child and the suffering she would undergo for his sake. There is a certain paradox for
those blessed by the Lord. Mary was given the blessedness of being the mother of the
Son of God. That blessedness also would become a sword which will pierce her heart
as her Son died upon the cross. She received both a crown of joy and a cross of sorrow.
But her joy was not diminished by her sorrow because it was fuelled by her faith, hope,
and trust in God and his promises. Jesus promised his disciples that "no one will take
your joy from you" (John 16:22). The Lord gives us a supernatural joy which enables us
to bear any sorrow or pain and which neither life nor death can take way.
The Holy Spirit renews our hope in the promise of God.
Simeon was not alone in recognizing the Lord's presence in the temple. Anna, too, was
filled with the Holy Spirit. She was found daily in the temple, attending to the Lord in
prayer and speaking prophetically to others about God's promise to send a redeemer.
Supernatural hope grows with prayer and age! Anna was pre-eminently a woman of
great hope and expectation that God would fulfil all his promises. She is a model of
godliness to all believers as we advance in age.

SAINT THERESE OF LISIEUX AND HER PARENTS RELICS TOUR – BURLEIGH PARISH 2020
The relics of St Thérèse of Lisieux and her parents Sts Louis and Zélie Martin – will be touring Australia for the
first time in 18 years. The relics of the 3 Saints will be in our Parish at Mary Mother of Mercy Church as per the
program below. This is a great honour for our Parish to host the relics.
13th Feb - 4pm, Solemn Reception of the Relics; 5 - 6pm, Quiet time and Family visits; 6 - 7pm, Faith
Formation on the 3 Saints; 7pm, Sung Evening Prayer and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament; 8pm - 12
midnight - Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Adoration in the presence of the relics
14th Feb - 12 Midnight - 8am, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Adoration in the presence of the
relics; 8 - 10am, School and College Visits by Students; 10am, Parish Mass; 11am, Relics depart
We call for interested parishioners who wish to attend Adoration in the presence of the relics to place their name next to the
times they wish to attend. The enrolment sheet is at the front door of each Church.
SUNDAY 16 FEBRUARY - WORLD MARRIAGE SUNDAY - Mary, Mother of Mercy 10am Mass - bring a plate for cuppa
afterwards. St Therese's parents are one of the first married couples to be made saints and we will honour them this Sunday, with all
married couples. The aim of World Marriage Day is to encourage communities to affirm and empower married couples to continue to
value their marriage, whether married only last year or decades ago. For more information contact the Parish Office - 5576 6466.
RELICS – HOW DO WE UNDERSTAND THEM AS CATHOLICS AND TALK ABOUT THEM
With the St Therese and her
parents Relics Pilgrimage and
visit to Mary Mother of Mercy
Church (13-14 February) some
have asked me about relics and
their veneration. Here a few
thoughts:
Some people think the Catholic
Church abandoned her teaching on relics after Vatican II. However, a
quick glance at the Code of Canon Law, published by authority of
Pope John Paul II in 1983, reveals that the Church very much
considers sacred relics to be important and significant in the life of
the Church (cf. canons 1281-89). Just what are relics and what
meaning do they have for disciples of Jesus Christ?
We do not pray to statues or relics but that we pray through them to
God or receive grace through them from God. Like when people took
St Paul’s apron to the sick who were healed (Acts 19:12) the relics
did not heal but through it God healed. Relics and statues are always
reminders to us of the presence and action of God in our world.
Just what are relics and what meaning do they have for
disciples of Jesus Christ?
The word relic comes from the Latin relinquo, literally meaning I
leave, or I abandon. A relic is a piece of the body of a saint, an item
owned or used by the saint, or an object which has been touched to
the tomb of a saint. Traditionally, a piece of the body of a saint,
especially that of a martyr, may be with the permission of the local
ecclesiastical authority used in solemn processions recalling the
specific holy person.
It may seem strange that Christianity, which so adheres to the belief
in the resurrected body after the final judgment, should attach
veneration to body parts of the faithful departed. But as Dom
Bernardo Cignitti, O.S.B., once wrote, In a religion as spiritually
centered as Christianity, the remains of certain dead are surrounded
with special care and veneration. This is because the mortal remains
of the deceased are associated in some manner with the holiness of
their souls which await reunion with their bodies in the resurrection.
Venerable history
There are several scriptural passages that support the veneration of
relics. For example, the Israelites took Josephs bones when they
departed Egypt (Ex. 13:19). The bones of Elisha came in contact with
a dead person who then was raised to life (2 Kings 13:21). The same
Elisha took the mantle of Elijah and fashioned a miracle with it (2
Kings 2:13). The Christians of Ephesus, by using handkerchiefs and
cloths touched to St. Pauls skin, effected the healing of the sick (Acts
19:12).
The veneration of sacred relics has a long history in the Church. It is
commonly held that the first account of such veneration stretches
back to the martyrdom of St. Polycarp, bishop and martyr, who was
killed by being burned at the stake in the amphitheater at Smyrna
around the year 155 A.D. One such reference, which comes from the
Office of Readings assigned to the memorial of St. Polycarp
(February 23) in the Liturgy of the Hours, states: When the pyre was
ready, Polycarp took off all his clothes and loosened his
undergarment. He made an effort also to remove his shoes, though
he had been unaccustomed to this, for the faithful always vied with
each other in their haste to touch his body. Even before his

martyrdom he had received every mark of honour in tribute to his
holiness of life.
The Fathers of the Church take up the theme of the reverence paid to
the sacred relics as early as the fourth and fifth centuries. By the
1100s, relics were being venerated in churches and shrines which
attracted numerous pilgrims.
As time went on, the clothing and personal effects of holy men and
women and boys and girls of the Lord were also enshrined. Abbot
Cignitti observed: This was because of the widespread belief, beyond
measure in the centuries of the early Middle Ages, that the wonderworking power of the saint was to be found not only in the entire body
but also in every part of it and in objects that had been in contact with
his person.
After the death of Emperor Constantine (fourth century), cases of
wood, ivory, and various metals containing relics were deposited in
altars at the time of their dedication or buried near the tombs of the
dead or even worn around the neck. It is well-known that altars at the
time of their consecration by the bishop were to have inserted a relic
of a saint, preferably a martyr, which was kissed by the priest as he
began to offer the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. It is still earnestly
recommended that every altar possess a relic of one of the saints.
First-class doctrine
There are three classes of sacred relics. The first-class is a part of
the saint’s body. (It is this type which is placed in an altar stone.) The
second-class is a piece of the saints clothing or something used by
the saint, while the third-class is an object which has been touched to
a first-class relic.
Isn’t the veneration of relics optional for Catholics? Must the Catholic
faithful really esteem the bodies of the saints? Once and for all, the
Council of Trent (16th century) responded to the claims of the
reformers that both the veneration of the saints and their relics is
contrary to Sacred Scripture. The Council taught: Also the holy
bodies of the holy martyrs and of the others who dwell with Christ . . .
are to be honoured by the faithful.
Communion of saints
To venerate the relics of the saints is a profession of belief in several
doctrines of the Catholic faith: (1) the belief in everlasting life for
those who have obediently witnessed to Christ and His Holy Gospel
here on earth; (2) the truth of the resurrection of the body for all
persons on the last day; (3) the doctrine of the splendour of the
human body and the respect which all should show toward the
bodies of both the living and the deceased; (4) the belief in the
special intercessory power which the saints enjoy in heaven because
of their intimate relationship with Christ the King; and (5) the truth of
our closeness to the saints because of our connection in the
communion of saints we as members of the Church militant or pilgrim
Church, they as members of the Church triumphant.
The relics of the saints and their veneration is just another in the long
line of treasures which Jesus Christ has given to His chaste bride,
the Church. These relics summon us to appreciate more profoundly
not only the heroic men and women, boys and girls who have served
the Master so selflessly and generously, but especially the love and
mercy of the Almighty who called these His followers into in His
eternal kingdom.
Based on the writings of Pope John Paul II and Fr C. Mangan

Parish News and Happenings
Dear Parishioners,
You would be aware that health authorities across the nation are responding to the emergency
in Australia of the Novel Coronavirus 2019-nCoV from China. As always, the safety, health and
wellbeing of our parishioners and visitors is a priority, and we will continue to monitor the
situation and update as required.
What is Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV)
2019-nCoV is a new strain of coronavirus that has not been previously identified in
humans. Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses that cause illnesses ranging from the
common cold to more severe diseases such as Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) and
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). To date, there have been two confirmed cases in
Queensland. Nationally, there are seven other confirmed cases – four in New South Wales and
one in Victoria.
Signs and Symptoms:
The virus can cause a range of symptoms, ranging from mild illness to pneumonia. People may
experience:
 fever;
 flu-like symptoms such as coughing, sore throat or headaches; or
 difficulty breathing in some cases.
Exclusion from Worship or Parish Activities
 If public health authorities have informed an individual that they have been in close contact
with a confirmed case of the novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV), even if they don’t have
symptoms must self-isolate for 14 days.
 If an individual has recently travelled to visited Hubei Province of China they need to selfisolate for 14 days after leaving Hubei Province.
How can I help prevent the spread of 2019-nCoV?
 Cleaning hands with soap and water or alcohol-based hand rubs
 Covering your nose and mouth with a tissue or flexed elbow when coughing or sneezing
 Avoiding contact with anyone who has flu-like symptoms
 Avoiding unprotected contact with live wild or farm animals.

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2020
Families with children in Year 4 age group and older are invited to attend an Enrolment and
Parent Information Session to register for the three Sacraments of Penance, Confirmation and
First Holy Communion.
Please attend one Enrolment and Parent Information Session on
Wednesday 19th February, 2020 at either 9.30am or 5.30pm in Mercy Community Centre,
Sunlight Drive, Burleigh Waters. Enrolments will be accepted on this day. Please register your
attendance at Enrolment Session Link: https://signup.com/go/KetkjEJ
Enrolled families will commence preparation for Penance on the weekend of 22 nd and 23rd
February at all Masses in the Parish, with presentation of Sacramental sashes. Small group
sessions will commence in the following week.
Can you assist? We are looking for anyone who can assist as Catechists (training and
resources provided) and anyone who would like to help on the Enrolment Day.
Inquiries - Email: sc.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au or contact the Parish Office on 5576 6466






THANK YOU to all who contributed to the
Parish Bushfire Appeal last weekend.
$4,388.40 has been transferred to Vinnies
National Catholic Bushfire Appeal.



AN INVITATION TO YOUNG MEN
DISCERNING A PRIESTLY VOCATION An invitation is extended to young men
who may be interested in discerning a
priestly vocation to join Archbishop Mark
Coleridge for an evening meal and informal
discussion on Thursday 5 March. Further
information please contact Padre.



CARE & CONCERN GENERAL
MEETING will be held in Mercy
Community Centre on Thursday
February at 9.30am. All welcome.
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CHOIR REHEARSAL will resume on

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT will take place on Friday 7
February, 9am, Our Lady of the Way
Church, Palm Beach.

ALTAR SERVERS WANTED - Boys
and girls (Yr 4 - 12) are invited to become
Altar Servers. Contact Ritchie 0421
486470 or ritchie.tantengco@gmail.com.
*Could existing Altar Servers in all
Churches also please make contact.



FAMILY GROUPS - FAMILY MASS &
SHARED MEAL - 8 February, 5pm,
Passionist Retreat Centre, 219 Fort Rd,
Oxley. BYO drinks and cold meats and
salads to share. rsvp Gwen 0407 175508
or gwen.winterscheidt@gmail.com

Monday 3 February in Mary, Mother of
Mercy Church from 5.30pm. New singers
and musicians welcome.

The Recovery Course is a
Christ-centred 12 step course
for people with any sort of
addiction or compulsive behaviour.

CHILDREN'S

New Recovery Course starts Monday 10
February at 6.30pm Infant Saviour meeting
room. New people are welcome to join the
group at any time. Enquiries Damien Kinnear 0401 313258 - kinneark@bigpond.net.au

LITURGY

has
recommenced
at
St
Benedict's,
Mudgeeraba, 8.30am Mass. All primary
school aged children are welcome. New
helpers are also warmly welcomed.

BAPTISMS
We welcome to our faith community
Mateo and Henrik who were baptised last
week.

FUNERALS
Last week we celebrated the funeral of
Alison Kearney who has died in Christ.
Let us remember her family and friends in
our prayers this week.

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for
Michael Allan, Noreen Andersen, Patricia
Ashton, Glenys Bailey, Peter Bennett, Ida
Elda Bonke, Leigh Boulcher, Peter Briggs,
William Buckley, Lily Burgstaller, James
Burke, Diane Busutil, Joyce Cabral, Jan
Carmont, Brenda Carr, Stephen Cochrane,
Maria Fiore, Fr Des Fitzgerald, Angelita
Freda, Norma Greenland, Geromy Grima,
Fred Grioli, Vera Havlik, Cheryl Hingerty,
Jean Hokin, Norman Ingle, Stuart Ingram,
Veronica James, Clive Andrew Lang,
Denis McEnery, Dennis McGreevy, Anne
McInnes, Barry McKnoulty, Fay & John
Mooney, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie
Nocolas, Mary O'Brien, Sr Annette
O'Connor, Paul O'Connor, Eileen O’Neill,
Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne Owens,
Maureen Pocock, Phyllis Pola, William
Sheehan, Peter Smith, Pacing Soriano,
Isaac Stafrace, Andrew Supple, Luke
Thorpe, Lourdes Toledo, Nemcio Toledo,
Sarra Tyler, Dan Wilson, Graham Zendler,
Norah Zipf, the sick of our Parish and all in
need of God’s healing Spirit.

DECEASED
Masses have been requested for the
recently deceased and for friends and
relatives whose anniversaries occur about
this time:
John Costigan, Philomena

Bugeja, Alison Kearney, Bridie Scannell,
Paddy McLoughlin, Pete Wymes,

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.
PLANNED GIVING LAST WEEK -



CODE:

 = very good;
 = good;
 = hangin’ in there;
 = help!
Counting roster this week: Burleigh Heads

PLAYGROUP
MOTHER EFFECT
GOLD COAST
Join us at Mother Effect Playgroup every
Tuesday from 9am - 11am,
Mary, Mother of Mercy Community Centre

Donation $2. Morning tea provided.
A safe environment that provides support
for mums and children (0 - 5 years)
with fun activities, story time, songs
and lots of fun.
@ Mother Effect Playgroup - Gold Coast

mothereffectgc@gmail.com

Liturgical Music for Presentation of the Lord
INTRODUCTORY RITES:

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST:

Gathering:

Communion:

All The Earth Proclaim The Lord

Peace before us, peace behind us, peace under our feet.
Peace within us, peace over us,
let all around us be peace.

All the earth proclaim the Lord,
Sing your praise to God.

Prayer For Peace

Serve you the Lord, heart filled with gladness.
Come into his presence singing for joy!

Love before us, love behind us, love under our feet.
Love within us, love over us, let all around us be love.

Enter the gates bringing thanksgiving,
O enter his courts while singing his praise.

Light before us, light behind us, light under our feet.
Light within us, light over us, let all around us be light.
Christ before us, Christ behind us, Christ under our feet.
Christ within us, Christ over us,
let all around us be Christ.

© 1965, World Library Publications Inc

LITURGY OF THE WORD:
Psalm Response:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Peace before us, peace behind us, peace under our feet.
Peace within us, peace over us,
let all around us be peace.
© 1987, David Haas, GIA Publications

Thanksgiving:

© 2012, Amanda McKenna, Willow Publishing

Open My Eyes

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST:

Open my eyes, Lord. Help me to see your face.
Open my eyes, Lord. Help me to see.

We proclaim your death, O Lord,
and profess your resurrection
until you come again.

Open my ears, Lord. Help me to hear your voice.
Open my ears, Lord. Help me to hear.

Psalm Responses for Weekday Masses
this week:
Monday: Lord, rise up and save me.
Tuesday: Listen, Lord, and answer me.

Open my heart, Lord. Help me to love like you.
Open my heart, Lord. Help me to love.
I live within you, deep in your heart, O love.
I live within you. Rest now in me.

Wednesday: Lord, forgive the wrong I have done.

© 1988, Jesse Manibusan, OCP Publications

Thursday: Lord, you are exalted over all.

CONCLUDING RITES

Friday: Blessed be God my salvation!

Dismissal: All The Ends Of The Earth

Saturday: Lord, teach me your decrees.
If you are a Parish Volunteer or working in the parish the onus is
on you to comply with all Archdiocesan policies.
Safeguarding training and registration is available online www.safeguardingaob.com.au .
If you see any unsafe practice or reportable occurrence please
contact the Parish Office or STOPline Service - 1300 304 550;
AOB@stopline.com.au; www.bnecatholic.stopline.com

PARISH PAY WAVE

- In line with the

Cathedral and other Archdiocesan parishes
we have introduced a Sunday collection
paywave point at Mary, Mother of Mercy
Church.
The paywave is set at $10. All you need do is tap your card
as you leave church. Please look for the paywave station at
the front door. Thank you.
Padre and the Parish Finance Advisory Council

All the ends of the earth,
all you creatures of the sea,
lift up your eyes to the wonders of the Lord.
For the Lord of the earth,
the master of the sea,
has come with justice for the world.
Break into song at the deeds of the Lord,
the wonders he has done in ev'ry age.
Heaven and earth shall rejoice in his might;
ev'ry heart, ev'ry nation call him Lord.
© 1981, Robert J Duffordl, New Dawn Music

Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727411

