BURLEIGH HEADS CATHOLIC PARISH
BURLEIGH WATERS - MARY, MOTHER OF MERCY -3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters
BURLEIGH HEADS - INFANT SAVIOUR - 4 Park Av, Burleigh Heads
PALM BEACH - OUR LADY OF THE WAY - Eleventh Ave, Palm Beach
MIAMI - CALVARY - Redondo Av, Miami
MUDGEERABA - ST. BENEDICT'S - Wallaby Dr, Mudgeeraba
SPRINGBROOK - ST TERESA'S CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

PARISH OFFICE: Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters
[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads]

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au
Phone:
5576 6466 [also for After Hours]
e-mail:
burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish

The Epiphany of the Lord

2 January, 2022
Year C: Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3,5-6; Mt 2:1-12
next week's Readings: Is 40:1-5,9-11; Titus 2:11-14,3:4-7; Lk 3:15-16,21-22

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM:
Fr Morgan Batt - Parish Priest
Fr Jack Ho - Parochial Vicar
Parish Business & Finance Manager
Neil Segerdahl - manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc, Maree Wright
Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom, OAM

Parish Weekly Diary....
Saturday 1 January
8.00am
4.15pm
5.00pm
5.15pm
6.00pm

Mass - Burleigh Heads
Reconciliation - Miami
Mass - Miami
Reconciliation - Palm Beach
Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday 2 January
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am
5.00pm
5.30pm

Mass - Burleigh Heads
Mass - Palm Beach
Mass - Mudgeeraba
Mass - Miami
Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)
Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters
Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)

Monday 3 January - Holy Name of Jesus
9.00am Mass - Miami
Tuesday 4 January - St Elizabeth of Seton
7.30am Mass - Burleigh Waters
Wednesday 5 January - St John Henry Neuman
5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach
Thursday 6 January - St Andre Bessette
5.15pm Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba
5.30pm Mass - Mudgeeraba
Friday 7 January - St Raymond
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters

Saturday 8 January
8.00am
4.15pm
5.00pm
5.15pm
6.00pm

Mass - Burleigh Heads
Reconciliation - Miami
Mass - Miami
Reconciliation - Palm Beach
Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday 9 January
Baptism of the Lord
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am
5.00pm
5.30pm

Mass - Burleigh Heads
Mass - Palm Beach
Mass - Mudgeeraba
Mass - Miami
Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)
Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters
Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)

Can you hear what I hear in the opening lines of Isaiah today? "Rise up in
splendour Jerusalem! Your light has come, the glory of the Lord shines upon
you." I hear a sigh of relief and even a word to accompany the sigh, "Finally!"
We all await the ability to say – “Finally” to many situations and
circumstances.
But the relief Isaiah stirs is much more profound. The people have finally
returned from years of exile in Babylon. Now they face the difficult task of
rebuilding the economic, political and religious structures they will need to
become a unified nation. They cannot accomplish these tasks on their own,
the labours ahead of them will be long and arduous. Isaiah is promoting a
vision for the people of what Jerusalem will be – not yet, but someday. The
vision will help sustain them when their tasks seem impossible to accomplish.
The prophet promises that the city will be a light in an otherwise dark world.
That light will draw other people to the city and to their God. "They will gather
and come to you." In other words, after their long wait, suffering and
confusion, relief will come to the people when the vision they are being given
is fulfilled. They will be able to breathe a sign of relief and say "Finally,"
But all that will not be a result of their own efforts. If they are to shine a light
that will draw others to the Holy City, it will be God’s doing – the God who will
draw them out of slavery and lead them to their homeland. It is difficult to wait
when the times are difficult and there are no signs that the present struggle
will end well. What will sustain the people as they struggle to build a just and
lasting nation? The prophet promises God will be their sustenance.
Indeed, the prophet is telling the people God is already bringing about the
promised transformation despite the surrounding darkness. We believe that
the prophet’s vision is fulfilled through Christ’s life, death and resurrection.
The darkness of sin, disruption and alienation among people has been
pierced by his light. Through our baptism we are bearers of the light and that
light is available to the world through the lives of Christ’s disciples in the
community of the Church.
The narrative of Christ’s birth is a lovely story. As families enter the church
during the Christmas season children will tug at their parents’ hands anxious
to go directly to the Nativity scene at the side of the altar. And so this should
be, even children are drawn to the Christ child. The story of the gift-bearing
magi from the East, who followed the light of the star to do homage to the
child is more than a lovely, heart-warming tale to evoke cozy memories of our
childhood. The subsequent, fuller infancy narrative is Matthew’s way of
showing Christ as the new Moses. For like Moses, the life of the child will be
threatened by another tyrant. Herod has no plans to go and do homage to the
child. Later Pilate will bring about Jesus’ execution. God protected Moses and
God will protect the child. But later the powers of darkness will seem to
triumph – but only temporally. Like Moses, who led the enslaved Israelites out
of Egypt, Jesus, by his death and resurrection will deliver us from the
darkness of sin and bring us into the light of new life.
CONTINUED NEXT PAGE ...

The Magi did not unload their camels, dismiss their porters and settle down in Bethlehem to continue their homage to the
Christ child. Matthew makes it sound as if they did homage to the child, quickly got up off their knees and then moved on.
Maybe they went home to tell their families and friends about their journey and how the star guided them through the nights –
you can’t see stars when there is plenty of light. Finally, this King is born. Maybe we shouldn’t be terrified by the darkness in
our world and our lives because, if God is true to form, a light will appear in the dark and keep us on track as we travel
together.
We don’t know what changes discovering Jesus made in the Magi’s lives. They would have to reflect on their experience and
adjust their lives to what they saw and learned from their journey. And so do we. No one can tell us exactly what shape our
Christian discipleship should take. We do know that we did not take it upon ourselves to get up to go to Christ. Paul frequently
reminds us – we were in darkness until God shone the light of Jesus into our hearts. We make the faith journey to him and now
we travel "by another way."
As we leave church and the crib scene today we have confidence that no darkness we face can put out the light that burns
within us. Hear Isaiah’s promise, "Then you shall be radiant at what you see, your heart shall throb and overflow." Shall we
resolve to continually turn toward the light we have seen, bow down to worship and then carry the light again into the world?
The Magi’s quest reminds us that throughout our lives
we are continually searching for God. We can never
settle back into a comfortable piety and complacency,
even though we feel we have "found God." There is
more up ahead – pack up and keep searching. God’s
actually trying to find us.
We need to also respect the journey of sincere others;
even when their way differs from ours. The truth is too
big for any of us to claim to have it all. God cannot be
grasped totally in my two hands, no matter how big
they are. Let’s kneel and do homage today to the
eternal and holy One who comes to us in the form of a
child, but then grows into adulthood and invites us to
follow the One we call, the Light of the World.
Artwork :
“Three Magi” 3 details by Peter Paul Rubens
Public Domain – “The Magi Journeying: by James Tissot

Pope’s three paths to building peace
Published: 22 December 2021
But, he points out, “in every age peace is
both a gift from on high and the fruit of a
shared commitment” and he singles out
three paths for building lasting peace.
The first, “dialogue between generations as
the basis for the realisation of shared projects” is especially crucial, the Pope says,
in a world still gripped by the pandemic that
has driven so many to take refuge in their
own little world or react to it with destructive
violence.

In his message for the 55th World Day of Peace on January
1, Pope Francis points to three paths for building a lasting
peace dialogue between generations, education and work.
Source: Vatican News.
Introducing this message, the Pope notes that the path of
peace continues to remain “sadly distant from the real lives
of many men and women.”
Citing the intensification of wars and conflicts, climate
change and environmental degradation, an individualistic
economic model and the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic,
“the cry of the poor and the cry of the earth” he says,
“constantly make themselves heard, pleading for justice and
peace”.

Dialogue, the Holy Father notes, demands
trust between the participants who need to
listen to one another, share different views,
reach agreement and walk together. This is
especially important, he says, between
generations: “between the keepers of memory – the elderly
– and those who move history forward – the young.”
The second path chosen by Pope Francis in the pursuit of
peace is education: a primary means of promoting integral
human development. It makes individuals freer and more
responsible, he says, and is essential for the defence and
promotion of peace.
The third path spotlighted by Pope Francis is one that rests
on the belief that work is an indispensable factor in building
and keeping peace.
To read the full story: https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/
news/2021-12/pope-francis-world-day-peace-message-dialogueeducation-work.html

As you probably know, this is my last day in the role of Parish Secretary.
This is a sad time for me, but I look forward to the happy years of retirement which lie ahead.
Memories of my lengthy time in the Office go back to the days when I would type the Newsletter and funeral booklets on
the old Olivetti typewriter and then produce copies from the stencil on the Gestetner machine - a very messy job which
often ended with ink everywhere. Our first Parish Office was upstairs in the old school building behind the original Infant
Saviour Church, with one phone in the office and one in the Presbytery beside the church - and no intercom. I was able to
keep fit running from office to presbytery several times a day to speak with Fr Doyle. Although technology has dramatically
changed over the years, so much of the daily work of the Parish Office has remained the same. It has been a privilege to
work with our Parish family and to witness such commitment to the faith and to each other along the way. This is much
more than just a job - you are all like family to me and I thank you for allowing me to share in your happy times and sad
times.
During my years as Secretary I have worked with many Priests - all different, but all very good men. I am forever grateful
for having had the opportunity of working alongside each one of them. Much has happened over that time and our Priests
have faced some difficult planning and hard decisions which have shaped our Parish into the wonderful one we have
today.
My sincere thanks for all your kind words and best wishes over the past few weeks. They are totally heart-warming and I
will always remember and cherish them.
I pray that the Infant Saviour will fill your lives with peace.
Patsy
In October 2023, the Catholic Church will gather to reflect on the theme "For a
Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and Mission".
Pope Francis is inviting everyone to share their experiences of synodality (walking
together): a decisive theme for the life and mission of the Church.
Your voice matters! You are invited to be a part of this journey by
reflecting on the Synod themes and sharing your story.
Visit https://www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch for more information OR scan
the QR code.

FUNERALS
Last week we celebrated the funerals of June
Therese Heggie and Daniel McDonald who have
died in Christ. Let us remember their families and
friends in our prayers this week.

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for Michael
Allan, Noreen Andersen, Patricia Ashton, Brent
Bennett, Leigh Boulcher, James Burke, Diane
Busutil, Bernard Clark, Jacqui & Emile Cloete &
family, Peter Freeman, Irene Garland, Geromy
Grima, Fred Grioli, Vera Havlik, Jean Hokin, Anne
Lord, Denis McEnery, Carmel Meldon, Terezia
Meleg, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie Nicolas,
Eileen O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Sean
Roche, Anne Owens, Phyllis Pola, Maureen Reti,
Peter Smith, Andrew Supple, Olivia Tonner,
Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, the sick of our
Parish and all in need of God’s healing Spirit.

DECEASED


ANOINTING MASS - First Friday of each month, 10am Mary, Mother of Mercy
Church. Next Anointing Mass Friday 7 January (no cuppa after Mass in January).



PLANNED GIVING - Thank you for the generosity and support of all who
contribute to the Parish Planned Giving. Details for electronic banking are as
follows: BSB: 064 786; A/c No: 100010144. Reference: Planned Giving/
Surname.



CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS - Fourth Sunday of each Month, 10am,
Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters the Mass will be specifically dedicated to a
Children’s Mass and Liturgy. The Readings and Homily will be for the children.



THE WCCM MEDITATION GROUP will recommence on Monday 7 February.
For further information contact Paul 0499 487270.

Masses have been requested for the recently
deceased and for friends and relatives whose
anniversaries occur at this time: June Heggie,

Daniel McDonald, Esma Haupt, John Nowland.

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.

A Vocation View:
Many adults never grow up.
They continue to roam across the
earth, looking for a shining star.
Tell them who lights up your life, O
Christian.

Music for this Sunday
Gathering:

Thanksgiving:

We Three Kings

O Come, All Ye Faithful

We three kings of Orient are,
Bearing gifts we travel afar
Field and fountain, Moor and mountain,
following yonder star.

O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him,
born the King of angels;

O star of wonder, star of night,
Star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to the perfect Light.
Born a babe on Bethlehem's plain,
Gold we bring to crown him again;
King for ever, ceasing never,
Over us all to reign.
Psalm Response:
All nations, all nations, shall fall prostrate
before you, O Lord.
Communion:

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ, the Lord!
Lo! star-led chieftains,
magi, Christ adoring,
offer him incense, gold and myrrh;
we to the Chris Child
bring our heart's oblations:
Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above!
Glory to God,
all glory in the highest;

What Child Is This
What child is this, who laid to rest,
On Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary.
Why lies he in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh,
Come, peasant, king, to own him,
The King of kings salvation brings,
Let loving hearts enthrone him.

If you are a Parish Volunteer or working in the parish the onus is on
you to comply with all Archdiocesan policies. Safeguarding training
and registration is available online - www.safeguardingaob.com.au .
If you see any unsafe practice or reportable occurrence please
contact the Parish Office or STOPline Service - 1300 304 550;
AOB@stopline.com.au; www.bnecatholic.stopline.com

Recessional:
We Three Kings
Frankincense to offer have I;
Incense owns a Deity nigh,
Prayer and praising gladly raising,
worshipping God on high.
O star of wonder, star of night,
Star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to the perfect Light.
Myrrh is mine: its bitter perfume
Breathes a life of gath'ring gloom;
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding dying,
Sealed in the stone cold tomb.
Glorious now behold him rise,
King and God and sacrifice:
Heav'n sings, "Alleluia!"
"Alleluia!" earth replies.

