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e-mail:
burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM:
Fr Morgan Batt - Parish Priest
Fr Jacob Kalu - Parochial Vicar
Parish Business & Finance Manager
Neil Segerdahl - manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc, Maree Wright
Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom

Parish Weekly Diary....
Monday 21 December
St Peter Canisius
9.00am Mass of Reconciliation - Miami
Tuesday 22 December
7.30am Mass of Reconciliation
- Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)
Wednesday 23 December
St John of Kanty
8.00am Morning Prayer of Divine Office
5.30pm Mass of Reconciliation - Palm Beach
Thursday 24 December
5.00pm Mass - Miami
5.00pm Mass - Mudgeeraba
6.30pm Mass - Palm Beach
6.30pm Mass - Burleigh Waters (Children's Mass)
9.00pm Mass - Burleigh Heads
Midnight Mass - Burleigh Waters
Friday 25 December
The Nativity of the Lord
7.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
7.00am Mass - Palm Beach
8.30am Mass - Miami
8.30am Mass - Mudgeeraba
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters
5.30pm Mass - Burleigh Waters
Saturday 26 December
St Stephen - Patron of Brisbane Archdiocese
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
4.15pm Reconciliation - Miami
5.00pm Mass - Miami
5.15pm Reconciliation - Palm Beach
6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday 27 December
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am
5.00pm
5.30pm

Mass - Burleigh Heads
Mass - Palm Beach
Mass - Mudgeeraba
Mass - Miami
Mass - Burleigh Waters
Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters
Mass - Burleigh Waters

Fourth Sunday of Advent
20 December, 2020
Year B: 2 Sam 7:1-5,8-12,14,16; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38
next week's Readings: Sirach 3:2-6,12-14; Col 3:12-21; Lk 2:22-40

Advent is coming to a close. We call it a season of waiting.
Waiting for borders to open. Waiting for restaurants to be
filled. Waiting to get back to Church. Waiting to have a beer
standing. Waiting to see loved ones. People are tired and on
edge waiting and worrying? People are still sick, hungry,
homeless and unemployed. When will relief come?
Here is something else that calls us to wait, but with a sure
promise of fulfilment. In Advent we await Christ’s coming. We
will celebrate his coming in the flesh in five days, even while
all the other waitings drag on! There’s more: we also await
his final return? What should we do during this waiting time?
Certainly not sit content in our private bubbles and isolate.
The scriptures give us guide and encouragement as we wait.
Today we hear Gabriel announce to Mary her coming pregnancy. We are
reminded that the baptized are also pregnant with the life of Christ. I know the
thought of being pregnant with God may be an uncomfortable description for us
men to ponder. But still, by the same overshadowing of the Spirit Mary
experienced, we also bear the life of Christ with us and give birth to him in the
world by our words and actions. "The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you." The very same promise is spoken
to us as well. The Spirit has been planted in us; new life given us. How shall we
nurture it? Where and when shall we give birth to it? Thoughts to ponder as we
approach the Christmas celebration.
Karl Rahner ("Encounters with Silence," 1937), the great theologian, observed in
a prayer that when we say "Christ will come again," – "again" is misleading
because Christ has never really gone away Rahner reminds us. In his human
existence Christ has never left us. Christ’s coming is always present and will
someday come to fulfilment. It is not a matter of will Christ come – He will! The
question is: how will we receive him? This is not merely a season of jingles and
slogans. It’s not a nostalgic trip down memory lane, recalling Christmas from a
more innocent, youthful past. Christ’s coming is a call to renewal and to
transformation – a great reset each year.
Mary can be our guide for the opportunity for renewal Christ’s coming promises.
Luke tells the Annunciation story in the pattern of other similar biblical accounts
(Gen 16:7-16, Judges 13:2-7). These stories alert the reader to the importance of
the child to be born. For example, by telling us that Joseph was "of the house of
David," Luke is showing us that what is happening to the seeming insignificant
couple in a remote village fits God’s plan for Israel. Once again God is reaching
out to benefit humanity through the poor and fragile, people of no social rank.
Why is Mary "greatly troubled?" Well, she is single and pregnant – that could
cost her life. Could it be because those who were favoured by God in Israel’s
history often had to suffer for their calling? Consider the fate of the prophets.
Mary believes the angel’s news, but the issue is: how will all this happen, she is
a virgin? The Spirit will come upon her with power, just as God’s presence came
upon and stayed with Israel during its 40-year desert journey.
Luke is not just portraying a young woman who agrees to bear the Son of God.
From the very first chapter of his gospel, he depicts her as a disciple. Not
because, like the other disciples Jesus called her from her daily to follow him.
She hears the good news the angel announced to her and responds it. For Luke,
a true disciple is one who hears and acts on the Word of God. From the
beginning of the gospel Mary fits this description.
Mary gives her consent to be part of God’s plan for redemption. Besides the
previously mentioned dangers, she could have thought, "I am just an insignificant
woman with no power, or authority in the world." She had plenty of reason to
decline the angel’s invitation. But the messenger called on our faith in the God of
continued next page ...
Israel and she decides to throw her lot in with God.

As the angel reminds Mary, after telling her of the pregnancy of her elderly cousin Elizabeth, "For nothing will be impossible for God."
Notice the good news is about the present and the future. God comes among us now and journeys with us into our unpredictable and
sometimes scary future.
Mary is not only depicted as a true disciple; she is also commissioned as a prophet.
She hears God’s plan for humanity and accepts her role in it. By her consent she
will give witness to God’s activity in the world. Though she is promised that the Holy
Spirit will come upon her, the future will not be easy. But she trusts the angel’s
assurance that God’s presence will be with her. The same assurance we have by
our baptism. When the Holy Spirit also "comes upon" us, we become hearers of
God’s Word and are invited to trust in the overshadowing presence of God’s Spirit
with us. Which is what Mary did.
We may be fed up and ready to quit our waiting. But God is not fed up and ready to
quit on us. God, who created something out of nothing, can do it again: be creative
when there is so little to work with. When we think we are done, God is just
beginning. If these days feel too much for us today’s gospel reminds us that we are
not on our own. Once again God has noticed a needy people and is doing
something about it. We may not be able to handle what’s happening in our lives, but
God can. Is this false optimism? Pie in the sky? With Mary we can pray, "Behold I
am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word."
This beautiful painting by Mike Moyers of the Annunciation – “Do not be afraid.” The
angel said to Mary. This painting meditates on the intimate conversation between
the angel and the virgin after those words were spoken. In this painting, the angel,
Gabriel, interrupts Mary in her daily chores to announce that she will give birth to
Jesus. Gabriel’s glow not only reveals his glory, but also, like a candle’s light, brings
a comforting glow of grace to Mary. Although appearing small and modest, Mary
stands comfortably in the angel’s presence - listening to his every word. The
painting is a balance of miraculous wonder and prayer-like peace.
This painting is also about vessels. The two vases on the floor represent the Law and the Prophets. Mary, a vessel herself for Christ,
holds a basket representing our Saviour, Jesus - God poured out for the entire world.
Artwork: “The Annunciation” by Mike Moyers - Retrieved from https://fineartamerica.com/featured/the-annunciation-mike-moyers.html

Celebrating Mass Among the Unwelcome
A
Christmas
day
celebration at a detention
centre provides an insight
into the difficult lives of
asylum
seekers
in
Australia. We are running
late. There are strict
instructions from security:
‘You have 1 hour: 3 to
4pm.’ But we are late. At
the reception desk it takes
time to process visitors.
One of the group has her
name missing from the authorised list. The manager comes out
from his office. ‘Her name is not on the list, see for yourself.’
The manager calms down once he sees an email from my phone
with the name on the list that was given to them. ‘That’s alright.
Now, what about the food?’ he asks.
‘Yes, there it is on the bench’, I say.
‘But, there is no permission for you to bring it in.’
‘It’s Christmas day and we are visiting our friends, how could we
come without food?’
‘Alright, just this once you can bring it in’, he says. ‘Remember you
have to be finished by 4pm.’

decided not to come.’ I decide not to believe him. It’s happened
before and I know from other occasions that those waiting to come
wait in vain for an officer to escort them to the Mass. We tell the
story of the birth of Jesus in English, Vietnamese, Tamil. For those
in this place of detention it is a message of hope. Mass ends, the
visitors set out the generous supply of food. The young ones have
made sure that the food is what the residents like. They had
travelled far to buy food appropriate for those who come. The tall
guard sidles up to me. ‘You have 5 minutes’, he says. I repeat the
message to the gathering knowing that 5 minutes will be more like
15 by the time the food is shared. The tall man is not finished.
‘This place has to have discipline or all falls apart and if it is a 4pm
finish then it is a 4pm finish.

Sitting behind the reception desk is a very tall man. He is in riot
gear, and it wouldn’t surprise us if he is wearing a gun. My
thought: Surely he’s not here to be our security officer?
As it turns out, he is. Wherever we go, he comes along, finally
sitting behind the tiny group of Christians celebrating the Mass on
Christmas Day. Is it to intimidate us? There is, as well, another
officer, who stands by the door, making sure only those whose
names that are on his list come in. Are we such a subversive
group that we need this kind of supervision? Not even in prison is
there such surveillance.

A Sister of Charity leaves before Mass ends, because she feels so
put upon by the officers. We are hustled out of the room and led
over to the visitors’ space from where we are to make our exit. As
we arrive in the room a few of the residents get up from their seats
and come over. We greet each other as it is Christmas day and we
have concluded the ritual of mystery and now we want to share
our joy with the world. The door of exit remains open, held by an
officer, impatient to get us out of there. Apart from me the others in
our group are young. One has only arrived in Melbourne from the
UK a few days earlier. I see tears in her eyes, shocked and
saddened by the experience. The Church loves to sing ‘Joy to the
world’ at this time of year. But those words are difficult to hear in
this place of the scattered peoples of the earth.
Fr Michael Carrucan Reprinted with permission from Pray.com.au

There aren’t many residents at the Mass. It is celebrated in a
classroom because there is no room anywhere else. Just like the
Gospel story. The symbolism is not lost on us. Aren’t there more to
come?’ I ask the guard at the door. ‘Yes’, he says, ‘but they

The place has to run on rules and those rules have to be enforced.
And there are good reasons for this policy. 'You’ – meaning me
and my small number of helpers – ‘have no idea of what really
happens here.’ I think he is trying to justify the policy of treating the
residents as criminals when none have been charged by the law
enforcement people. No one is concerned about the time it takes
to eat the meal of hospitality, except the tall man and his offsider.
There is a pregnant detainee among us, and she is determined to
have her share of the food, which is the kind she really likes. I
remind the guards, again, that it is Christmas day, a most special
time for the Christian people. We are not allowed to leave gifts and
food. What is left over has to be taken away.

Christmas Mass Times
Thursday 24 December

Friday 25 December

5pm

Calvary Church, Miami

7am

Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads

5pm

St Benedict’s, Mudgeeraba

7am

Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach

6.30pm

Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach

8.30am

Calvary Church, Miami

6.30pm

Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters (children's Mass)

8.30am

St Benedict's, Mudgeeraba

9pm

Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads

10am

Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters

Midnight

Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters

5.30pm

Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters

CHRISTMAS MASSES
Children's Christmas Eve Mass, 6.30pm Burleigh Waters - Children are encouraged to come dressed as a character from the Nativity Scene.
If you can join a team to help out at the 6.30pm Christmas Eve Children's Mass at Mary, Mother of Mercy Church (assisting with parking,
sign-in, collections, marshalling, etc) please phone the Parish Office. Thank you.

CHRISTMAS CONFESSIONS
As we no longer celebrate Second Rite of Reconciliation, we will now move toward MASSES OF RECONCILIATION OR THE 1ST RITE Miami - 21 December, 9am; Burleigh Waters - 22 December, 7.30am; Palm Beach 23 December, 5.30pm.
NEW YEAR'S EVE MASSES
5.30pm St Benedict's, Mudgeeraba
12 midnight Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads
NEW YEAR'S DAY
10am, Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters

THE CATHOLIC LEADER
There will be a Christmas edition of The Leader which will be available at the churches free of charge.
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM ARCHBISHOP MARK COLERIDGE
This will be a Christmas like no other.
Restrictions may be eased, but we will
still have to cope with registration,
distancing, sanitising and all the other
things that have become part of our lives
through this extraordinary year. We won’t
have the crowds at Mass; the parties will
be quieter; the sights and sounds of
Christmas will be more subdued.
Yet the star will still rise and lead us, like
the Wise Men, through the desert of COVID-19 into new territory. The star will still
shine in the darkness, coming to rest over the strange place where the royal Child
lies, leading us to him with our gifts. Nothing – not even the virus – can stop the star
from shining and doing its work. Nothing – not even the virus – can stop the Child
being born; and nothing can stop us from making our journey to offer him our
homage. We will come with all the searchers.
We will come with the shepherds, who were not led by a star but sent by angels who
shone around them as light in the darkness, telling them who the Child was and
where he could be found. We will come with poor shepherds who bring no rich gifts,
only the gift of themselves, our faith, our hope, our love. We will come with the
outsiders.
The virus has been no respecter of personages; rich and poor alike have been
struck, though the poor have suffered more, as they always do. But so too the love of
God which takes flesh in the Child is no respecter of personages. It touches rich and
poor alike, though the poor are given preference, as they always are with God. We
will come with the poor.
We will also come with the animals, with the camels of the Wise Men, the sheep of
the shepherds, the ox and the donkey sheltering in the stable. We will come with
them because this birth is for the whole of creation. Our common home becomes
God’s home too once the Child is born. We will come with all of God’s creatures.
When heaven and earth become one, as they do in the Child, all things are woven
together in the vast ecology of love. God, angels, stars, humans, animals, plants,
earth: all hold together gloriously in the Word-made-flesh in whom they came to be.
With him at the heart of it, this Christmas like no other will be just like all the others.

The Most Reverend Mark Coleridge, Archbishop of Brisbane,
President, Australian Catholic Bishops Conference

FUNERALS
Last week we celebrated the funeral of Mary
Cale who has died in Christ.
Let us remember her family and friends in
our prayers this week.

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for Michael
Allan, Patricia Ashton, Peter W Bennett, Leigh
Boulcher, William Buckley, James Burke,
Diane Busutil, Jacqui & Emile Cloete & family,
Norma Evans, Bart Fitzgerald, Peter Freeman,
Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli, Kath Hare, Vera
Havlik, Jean Hokin, Veronica James, Denis
McEnery, Terezia Meleg, Fay & John Mooney,
Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie Nicolas,
Eileen O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly,
Anne Owens, Phyllis Pola, Goldina Pondoc,
William Sheehan, Peter Smith, Andrew
Supple, Olivia Tonner, Warren Wilson,
Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, the sick of our
Parish and all in need of God’s healing Spirit.

DECEASED
Masses have been requested for the recently
deceased and for friends and relatives whose
anniversaries occur at this time: Jacqueline
Maggs, Mary Cale, Frank Kennedy, Lucia

Marrone.

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.

PLANNED GIVING - Sincere thanks to
all who have continued to support the Parish
throughout this year. Your support is greatly
appreciated.
Details for internet banking: BSB: 064 786;
A/c No: 00605 1108;
A/c Name: Burleigh Parish; Reference:
Planned Giving/Surname.

Music for this Sunday
Gathering: O Emmanuel
O Emmanuel, come into our hearts.
O Emmanuel, we're waiting for your light.
O Emmanuel, God is with us now.
O Emmanuel, Emmanuel.

Communion:

The Magnificat

My soul proclaims the Lord, my God,
my Spirit sings God’ s praise!
God looks on me, and lifts me up,
and gladness pills my days.

We, your people, are longing for you, Lord,
longing with hope and with joy.
We, your people, are longing for you, Lord,
longing for the sign to rejoice.

All nations now will share my joy,
for gifts God has outpoured;
the little ones God has made great;
I magnify the Lord.

We, your people, are ready for you, Lord,
ready to change and repent.
We, your people, are ready for you, Lord,
ready for you to come again.

God’s mercy is for evermore!
God’s name I praise again!
God’s strong right arm puts down the proud
and raises lowly ones!

© 2000, Michael Mangan, Willow Connection Pty Ltd

Lighting of the Advent Candle:
Come, Lord Jesus, come.
Come, Lord Jesus, come.
Come, Lord Jesus, come.
Come, Lord Jesus, come.
Psalm Response:

God fills the hungry with good things,
the rich are sent away.
The promise made to Abraham
is filled by God each day.
Praise God the Father, God the Son
and God the Spirit: Praise!
may every tongue and nation raise
an endless song of praise!

Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
Gospel Acclamation:
Light of nations, Alleluia;
light in darkness. Maranatha!
Risen Saviour, Alleluia;
Lord of glory. Maranatha!
You we long for, Alleluia;
You we thirst for. Maranatha!
Here among us, Alleluia;
living in us. Maranatha!

For the Kids ...

Recessional: Let There Be Peace On Earth
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.
Let there be peace on earth,
the peace that was meant to be.
With God as our Father, we are family.
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now.
With ev'ry step I take, let this be my solemn vow:
to take each moment and live each moment in peace
eternally.
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.
© 1983, Sy Miller & Jill Jackson, Jan-Lee Music

