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Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

20 September, 2020 
 

Year A:  Is 55:6-9;  Phil 1:20-24,27;  Mt 20:1-16 
 

next week's Readings:  Ezek 18:25-28;  Phil 2:1-11;  Mt 21:28-32 

Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 
Saturday 19 September  -  St Januarius 
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads 

5.00pm Mass - Miami 
6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach  
Sunday 20 September 
Archdiocese Catholic Campaign  
7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads (50+ people) 
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Miami (75+ people) 
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
          (100+ people - live-streamed) 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (100+ people)  
Monday 21 September  -  St Matthew 
World Alzheimer's Day 
9.00am  Mass - Miami  
Tuesday 22 September 
St Maurice and the Theban Legion 
7.30am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Wednesday 23 September 
St Padre Pio 
International Day of Sign Languages 
8.00am  Morning Prayer of Divine Office 

5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach  
Thursday 24 September 
Our Lady of Walsingham 
5.30pm  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
Friday 25 September  -  St Finbarr 
10.00am   Mass  - Burleigh Waters  
          (100+ people - live-streamed)  
Saturday 26 September 
Sts Cosmas and Damian 
8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
5.00pm Mass - Miami 
6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach  
Sunday 27 September 
Parish Multi-Cultural Sunday 
Yom Kippur begins 
7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads (50+ people) 
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Miami (75+ people) 
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
          (100+ people - live-streamed) 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (100+ people) 
 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 
Fr Jacob Kalu  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom 

Parish Youth Minister - Darcy Rogers 

God does not think the way people do  
How difficult it is to love especially those who offend us without reason because of their 
own problems and not because we have done anything wrong.  Yet we worship a God 
who loves without measuring.  
The Gospel given to us for our meditation this weekend describes for us in the form of a 
parable the action of this God whom we worship. What is interesting in this story is the 
attitude of the landowner who went out to hire labourers. I would think that he would 
have hired all that he needed at dawn, yet he went out again and again and invited all 
who were idle to go to the vineyard. At the end of the day he probably had more workers 
than was really necessary but his concern seems to have been the welfare of those who 
had no work and would probably therefore not have enough for their families at the end 
of the day.  The concern was not the amount of profit but rather the wellbeing of those 
who had not been hired. In this the landowner was being very faithful to the 
Deuteronomic code which enjoined on all Israelites the obligation of providing for the 
indigent in their midst. The placing of profit above every human need was also 
condemned by this code.   
The parable then, gives us an insight into the mind and heart of God.  “God’s grace and 
forgiveness are totally not merited, and is given equally to those who have worked hard 
and to those who haven’t, to those who have been faithful for a long time and to those 
who jumped on-board at the last minute, to those who have had to bear the heat of the 
day and to those who didn’t, to those who did their duty and to those who lived selfishly. 
It is important to remember as the Gospel tells us that God makes his sun shine on good 
and bad alike; that God’s love isn’t necessarily a reward for being good, doing our duty, 
resisting temptation, bearing the heat of the day in fidelity, saying our prayers, remaining 
pure, or offering worship, good and important though these are, but our response to 
God`s love. God loves us because God is love and God cannot not love and cannot be 
discriminating in love. God’s love, as scripture says, shines on the good and bad alike.  
While we are willing to accept this teaching when it refers to ourselves, we find it difficult 
to accept this teaching when it applies to those who have done all sorts of wrong things, 
who have been back sliders, to those who have come in at the 11 th hour. Sometimes we 
might even feel that we have to forgive God for being so loving to those who in our 
estimation do not deserve his love. What is more important is that we are called to have 
that all-encompassing non discriminating love if we are to be members of the Kingdom. 
It is for that reason the Jesus begins by saying; “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
landowner who went out at dawn to hire labourers for his vineyard.  Disciples of 
Jesus, members of the Kingdom loved without discriminating. If we build the habit of non
-discriminating love into our lives then like the Father, our love will shine on good and 
bad alike. This is how the saints loved. It is to this that we are called.  
Prayer 
All powerful and ever-loving God, the culture in which we live tells us that we must look 
after ourselves first and then think of others. Your Son Jesus however taught us 
something very different. Give to us your people generosity of spirit so that we may be 
concerned about others and their legitimate needs. We ask this through the intercession 
of Mary our mother and our Lord Jesus, your son, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit forever and ever. Amen  
God's ways are not our ways, according to the first reading taken from Prophet Isaiah 
(55:9)). Indeed, God is outrageously generous.  This quality of God is very evident in the 
Gospel where Jesus tells the story of the landowner who hired workers for his vineyard. 
From a common sensical and very human viewpoint, the owner of the vineyard was 
guilty of unfair labour practice. The people he hired worked different hours, some 
working as early as 6 a.m. and others as late as 5 p.m. They were all paid the regular 
daily wage, equally. Of course those who have worked longer murmured against the 
owner. His comment to this reaction was "Why be envious because I am 
generous?" (Mt. 20:16)  This parable of the Lord shocks us out of our conventional 
thinking. The owner of the vineyard may have caused dissatisfaction among those who 
worked longer hours, but he also brought joyful surprise to those who worked later in the 
day. Instead of murmuring against the owner, couldn't those who have worked longer 
rejoice with their co-workers' good fortune? 

continued next page ... 
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106th World Day of Migrants and Refugees – 27 September 2020     Theme: Forced like Jesus Christ to flee  
 
This year's World Day of Migrants and Refugees will be celebrated on 27 
September. Pope Francis has chosen 'Forced like Jesus Christ to flee' as 
the theme of this special annual event. The Pope’s reflection is grounded 
on the experience of Jesus Christ and his parents as displaced persons 
and refugees. With this message, Pope Francis encourages all to focus on 
pastoral care for internally displaced people around the world.   
Internally Displaced People? Pope Francis gives enormous importance to 
the plight of the millions of forgotten men, women and children forced to 
migrate within their own countries and known internationally as ‘internally 
displaced people’ (IDP). To raise awareness on the plight of the internally 
displaced people, and what we as a Church can do to alleviate their 
suffering, the Migrants & Refugees Section produced the document 
'Pastoral Orientations on Internally Displaced People'. The document builds 

upon the teachings of the Catholic Church about the internally displaced and provides practical guidelines for local Churches 
affected by forced displacement and identifies pastoral practices which can be carried out and renewed. 
  
The resource is available in various languages and formats https://migrantsrefugees.va/en/idp/   Download resources https://
migrants-refugees.va/resource-center/world-day-of-migrantsrefugees-2020/  

The complaining workers in today’s Gospel assumed they were near the top of some 
unspoken hierarchy. They thought they deserved more than some of their co-
workers. If we think of the earth as God’s great vineyard, we can see obvious 
parallels today. Nations can think they deserve more than their less developed 
neighbours; perhaps because their economies have been industrialised longer. 
People can assume they are right to own multiple properties while others remain 

homeless; perhaps because they inherited or worked hard for them. 
 
But we Christians are called to work in the vineyard for its good, and for 
the good of all, not merely ourselves. “The way humanity treats the 
environment influences the way it treats itself, and vice versa”, declared 
Pope Benedict XVI in the encyclical Caritas in Veritate, reminding us that 
justice for others and good stewardship of our world are intimately 
connected.   
 
During this Season of Creation, we might ask ourselves: How can we 
tend the vineyard into which God has sent us?  Do we attend to the 
needs of our fellow workers, especially refugees and immigrants who 
have only recently arrived?    
 
                    © Nick Brodie - Liturgy Help 

Jesus told those he encountered many things in parables. 
 
He used stories to illustrate the greatest examples of how best to live your life 

in the service of others. 
 
He challenged his followers by speaking directly about those on the margins  

and those the world most commonly ignores. 
 
Many were astounded by the things Jesus said and did 

and left all behind and followed him. 

Action starter: Do something outrageously loving. 
This parable became a reality in Calvary. Jesus forgave the repentant thief. Literally he came in at the "eleventh hour", or as we say in 
basketball, in the last three seconds, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom" (Lk. 22:42). And to him Jesus 
promised, "Today you will be with me in paradise" (v. 43).This is too much. Think about it. You can rage or you can rejoice over this. The first 
one to benefit of salvation, to gain entry into paradise since the time Adam and Eve were expelled, was not the gatekeeper Peter or any of 
the apostles, or the Blessed Mother. It was a thief. 
Outrageous! God overturns our sense of justice. God's ways are not our ways. 
But isn't this good news? This is good news for those who feel their lives have reached a dead end. This is good news for those who have 
reached bottom and think there is no more hope. This is good news for the desperate and those who feel they are on the brink of hell. This is 
good news for those who seek salvation. The thief was first in paradise because he was badly in need of salvation. 
Our God is a generous God. We do not get what we deserve. Rather God gives us more than we deserve. 
Given a glimpse of this mind-set of God, we can understand better why Jesus preferred the company of the poor, the sinners, the common 
folks, the outcasts. We can understand better the stories of Jesus about the lost sheep, the lost coin, the prodigal son, the Pharisee and the 
publican. Jesus came to save those badly in need of salvation. 
Shouldn't we also follow the ways of God? "Be compassionate as your Father is compassionate." (Lk. 6:16) 
Jesus broke the barriers of conventional thinking through His story of the generous owner. When we act as God acts, we may have to go 
beyond our comfortable zone and our habitual responses. 
These days some people seek recognition through outrageous behaviour, whether it be in terms of clothes, hair style, or life style. If one has 
to act outrageously, let it be beyond these. Be outrageously compassionate and loving like God. 

https://migrants-refugees.va/resource-center/world-day-of-migrantsrefugees-2020/
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PLANNED GIVING 
Sincere thanks to all who have continued to 
support the Parish during these difficult 
times. Details for internet banking:  BSB:  
064 786;  A/c No:  00605 1108;  A/c Name:  
Burleigh Parish;  Reference:  Planned Giving/
Surname.  

 

TELEPHONE MASS 

Live streaming Telephone Mass and 

Divine Office.  Phone 5647 3442.   

VINNIES MIGRATION ADVICE SERVICE 
continues to assist the disadvantaged.  If you 
need visa assistance call the Helpline on 
5561 4704 Monday - Friday for a phone 
interview. 
 
The Infant Saviour WCCM Meditation 
Group meets in the community room at 
Infant Saviour on Wednesday evenings at 
6pm.  Further information from Paul Gilroy 
5593 3794 or 0499 487270. 

DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the recently 
deceased and for friends and relatives whose 

anniversaries occur at this time:  Beth Finnan, 
John Ennis, Ray Taylor, deceased members 
of the Gamin and Fisher families. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

Masses for this weekend (19/20 September) 
Saturday 5pm   - Calvary Church, Miami (75+ people) 
Saturday 6pm   - Our Lady of the Way Church, Palm Beach (50+ people)   
Sunday 7am     - Infant Saviour Church, Burleigh Heads (50+ people) 

Sunday 7am     - Our Lady of the Way Church, Palm Beach (50+ people)      
Sunday 8.30am   - St Benedict's, Mudgeeraba (75+ people) 

Sunday 8.30am   - Calvary Church, Miami (75+ people) 

Sunday10am      - Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters livestreamed (100+ people) 

Sunday 5.30pm  - Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters (100+ people) 

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for 
Michael Allan, Patricia Ashton, Leigh 
Boulcher, William Buckley, James Burke, 
Diane Busutil, Mary Cale,  Jacqui & Emile 
Cloete & family, Norma Evans, Angelita 
Freda, Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli, Kath 
Hare, Vera Havlik, Jean Hokin, Denis 
McEnery, Terezia Meleg, Fay & John 
Mooney, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, 
Rosanna Ng, Josie Nicolas, Eileen O’Neill, 
Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne Owens, 
Phyllis Pola, Goldina Pondoc, William 
Sheehan, Peter Smith, Andrew Supple, 
Warren Wilson, Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, 
the sick of our Parish and all in need of 
God’s healing Spirit.  

PARISH PODCAST  
We are up and running in this social media ministry. Follow our 
parish podcast channel to listen to weekly homilies, updates and 
more on your phone/mobile devices.  

Search 'Burleigh Heads Parish' on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Google Podcasts, Player FM or 
any of your favourite podcast apps. 

DATE CLAIMER - BISHOP MICHAEL PUTNEY MEMORIAL LECTURE - OCTOBER 20  
 
Queensland Churches Together and Brisbane Roman Catholic Council for Ecumenism and Interreligious Relations invite you 
to the Bishop Michael Putney Memorial Lecture on Tuesday 20 October 2020at 7.30pm. This lecture is being conducted by 
Zoom rather than in person. The speaker is to be Dr Sara Gehlin from the Faculty of Theology at the University of Helsinki in 
Finland. She is the author of “Pathways for Theology in Peacebuilding: Ecumenical Approaches to Just Peace”. 

catholiccampaign.com.au 
 
A joyful retirement for our elderly and frail priests 

 
Providing a dignified 
retirement and 
healthcare to our 
elderly and unwell 
priests, who have 
faithfully served our 
parishes and 
communities. 

Mary MacKillop Catholic School Access Fund 
 
Continuing the legacy of 

St Mary of the Cross 
MacKillop, the MacKillop 

Fund provides Catholic 
education bursaries to 

local children whose 
families are in financial 

and often spiritual 

distress. 

This weekend  -  19/20 September 

REFLECTION GUIDE FOR THE PLENARY THEMATIC PAPERS  
 
To support ongoing engagement with the Plenary Council within the Archdiocese of Brisbane, a new 
reflection guide has been developed to encourage people to explore the six Thematic Discernment 
Papers released at Pentecost. The guide invites people to pray, consider one of the six papers, enter 
into contemplative dialogue and even provide their written response to the paper.  
People are asked to think about what resonates with them in the paper, what challenges  
them and how their local community might respond to the invitations and challenges,  
particularly during the Covid-19 pandemic.  
To download the guide:   https:// plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/listening-and-discernment/ 

PASSIONIST FAMILY GROUP MOVEMENT presents ...  
Family Groups in a Changing Church and a Changing World 
Presenter - Fr Ray Sanchez   
The ‘Spirit’ in our Family Groups 
Presenter – Russell Winterscheidt  
From ‘Others’ to ‘One Another’ 
Presenters – Celine Bowman and Gwen Winterscheidt 

24 October, from 9.30am 
Mass at 3.30pm  

The Shed, Passionist Monastery, 219 
Fort Rd, Oxley  

rsvp by 20 October to 
Gwen Winterscheidt - 0407 175508 

gwen.winterscheidt@gmail.com 



 

For the Kids ...  

 


