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World Day of Prayer for Vocations 

25 April, 2021  
Year B:  Acts 4:8-12;  1 Jn 3:1-2;  Jn 10:11-18 

Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 
Saturday 24 April 
8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm   Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Sunday 25 April 
7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Children's Family Mass  
           - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Monday 26 April 
St Mark 
9.00am  Mass - Miami 
 
Tuesday 27 April 
7.30am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
 
Wednesday 28 April 
St Peter Chanel 
5.30pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Thursday 29 April  
St Catherine of Siena 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba 
5.30pm  Mass - Mudgeeraba 
 
Friday 30 April 
10.00am    Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Saturday 1 May 
8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm  Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Sunday 2 May 

7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach 
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  (live-streamed) 
5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 
Fr Jacob Kalu  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom 

Every year the Liturgy of the Fourth Sunday after Easter presents us the theme of 
the “Good Shepherd” because the Gospel is always taken from the 10th chapter of 
John where Jesus speaks of himself as the good shepherd. In identifying Himself as 
“the good shepherd,” Jesus alluded to the Old Testament understanding of God as 
the shepherd of His people, Israel. God at times appointed leaders to shepherd His 
people on His behalf like Joshua or David. However, the intention was always that 
God would Himself shepherd His people. Here Jesus, as God in the flesh, reveals 
how this will come about. As a good shepherd, He will not abandon His flock rather 
He is willing to die to protect them, leading them to where they need to be.  
In today’s Gospel passage Jesus emphasises the self-sacrificing element in his own 
life: "The good shepherd is one who lays down his life for his sheep." He contrasts 
the good shepherd who owns the sheep to someone who is simply hired to look 
after them. The hired man thinks primarily of his own welfare and, if he sees a wolf 
coming, he takes off, leaving the sheep to be attacked and scattered in fear and 
terror. Jesus, on the other hand, will not be like a hired person: "I lay down my life 
for my sheep." Perhaps he contrasts himself with those mercenary religious leaders 
among his own people, and who can be found in every religious grouping; those 
who do just what is expected of them but have no real commitment and love or 
sense of responsibility to those in their charge.  
The emphasis on the good shepherd who knows his sheep and the sheep who 
know their shepherd points to a mutual bond of love and intimacy. The sheep will 
only recognize the voice of the shepherd out of all other voices that may be calling. 
This love is compared to the deep mutual relationship that exists between Jesus 
and his Father. "My own know me just as the Father knows me." On the other hand, 
the hired man or the self-interested leader will not have such a relationship with the 
sheep. This relationship is what is being echoed by the author of the Second 
Reading which says, "Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, by letting 
us be called God’s children, and that is what we are."  
The good shepherd burning desires is that many other sheep should come to 
identify themselves with him. "There are other sheep I have that are not of this fold, 
and these I have to lead as well." The ultimate goal of this deep-rooted desire is that 
"there will be only one flock and one shepherd," and that the whole world will be 
united together with its God and Lord. This is the meaning of the Kingdom which is 
at the heart of the Gospel message and goal which preoccupies us still today. There 
are still so many millions of people who have not yet heard or experience the 
message of a loving God, a God who sent his only Son to die for them. They are 
also many who seek meaning and happiness in their lives by pursuing all kinds of 
other goals which inevitably turn to ashes.  
More tragic still, however, there are so many people who claim Christ as Lord, many 
of them are very good and sincere people, who are often divided, even bitterly 
divided among themselves. Here, more than anywhere is there a need for all to 
follow one Shepherd and form one flock. Otherwise how can we give witness to the 
love of Christ if that love is lacking among the servants of Jesus?  
There are, also those who, though incorporated through baptism into the Body of 
Christ, consistently behave in a way which totally distorts people’s understanding of 
Christ and his call to discipleship, fulfilment and happiness. Probably, most of us 
have at one time or another failed in our call to give witness to the truth and love 
that is to be found in Christ the good shepherd.  
Sometimes we seem not to understand each other maybe because we do not listen 
to each other as Jesus does. We do not always listen with the ears of our heart, and 
we do not listen from the vantage point of love but He does. More than ever there is 
need to listen differently and sensitively to each other, so that we better understand, 
interact and support each other. The purpose of this is for us to be a caring Church, 
a Church to belong to, inspiring and a Church where we all support each other. 
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Dear brothers and sisters, 
8 December last, the one hundred fiftieth 
anniversary of the declaration of Saint 
Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church, 
marked the beginning of a special year 
devoted to him (cf. Decree of the Apostolic 
Penitentiary, 8 December 2020). For my part, 
I wrote the Apostolic Letter Patris Corde, 
whose aim was “to increase our love for this 
great saint”. Saint Joseph is an extraordinary 
figure, yet at the same time one “so close to 
our own human experience”. He did not do 
astonishing things, he had no unique 
charisms, nor did he appear special in the 

eyes of those who met him. He was not famous or even noteworthy: the 
Gospels do not report even a single word of his. Still, through his ordinary 
life, he accomplished something extraordinary in the eyes of God.  
God looks on the heart (cf. 1 Sam 16:7), and in Saint Joseph he recognized 
the heart of a father, able to give and generate life in the midst of daily 
routines. Vocations have this same goal: to beget and renew lives every 
day. The Lord desires to shape the hearts of fathers and mothers:  hearts 
that are open, capable of great initiatives, generous in self-giving, 
compassionate in comforting anxieties and steadfast in strengthening 
hopes. The priesthood and the consecrated life greatly need these qualities 
nowadays, in times marked by fragility but also by the sufferings due to the 
pandemic, which has spawned uncertainties and fears about the future and 
the very meaning of life. Saint Joseph comes to meet us in his gentle way, 
as one of “the saints next door”. At the same time, his strong witness can 
guide us on the journey.  
Saint Joseph suggests to us three key words for each individual’s vocation. 
The first is dream. Everyone dreams of finding fulfilment in life. We rightly 
nurture great hopes, lofty aspirations that ephemeral goals – like success, 
money and entertainment – cannot satisfy. If we were to ask people to 
express in one word their life’s dream, it would not be difficult to imagine 
the answer: “to be loved”. It is love that gives meaning to life, because it 
reveals life’s mystery. Indeed, we only have life if we give it; we truly 
possess it only if we generously give it away. Saint Joseph has much to tell 
us in this regard, because, through the dreams that God inspired in him, he 
made of his life a gift.  
The Gospels tell us of four dreams (cf. Mt 1:20; 2:13.19.22). They were 
calls from God, but they were not easy to accept. After each dream, Joseph 
had to change his plans and take a risk, sacrificing his own plans in order 
to follow the mysterious designs of God, whom he trusted completely. We 
may ask ourselves, “Why put so much trust in a dream in the night?” 
Although a dream was considered very important in ancient times, it was 
still a small thing in the face of the concrete reality of life. Yet Saint Joseph 
let himself be guided by his dreams without hesitation.  Why? Because his 
heart was directed to God; it was already inclined towards him. A small 
indication was enough for his watchful “inner ear” to recognize God’s voice. 
This applies also to our calling: God does not like to reveal himself in a 
spectacular way, pressuring our freedom. He conveys his plans to us with 
gentleness. He does not overwhelm us with dazzling visions but quietly 
speaks in the depths of our heart, drawing near to us and speaking to us 
through our thoughts and feelings. In this way, as he did with Saint Joseph, 
he sets before us profound and unexpected horizons.  
Indeed, Joseph’s dreams led him into experiences he would never have 
imagined. The first of these upended his betrothal, but made him the father 
of the Messiah; the second caused him to flee to Egypt, but saved the life 
of his family. After the third, which foretold his return to his native land, a 
fourth dream made him change plans once again, bringing him to 
Nazareth, the place where Jesus would begin his preaching of the Kingdom 
of God. Amid all these upheavals, he found the courage to follow God’s 
will. So too in a vocation: God’s call always urges us to take a first step, to 
give ourselves, to press forward. There can be no faith without risk. Only by 
abandoning ourselves confidently to grace, setting aside our own 
programmes and comforts, can we truly say “yes” to God. And every “yes” 
bears fruit because it becomes part of a larger design, of which we glimpse 
only details, but which the divine Artist knows and carries out, making of 
every life a masterpiece. In this regard, Saint Joseph is an outstanding 
example of acceptance of God’s plans. Yet his was an active acceptance: 
never reluctant or resigned. Joseph was “certainly not passively resigned, 
but courageously and firmly proactive” (Patris Corde, 4). May he help 
everyone, especially young people who are discerning, to make God’s 
dreams for them come true. May he inspire in them the courage to say 
“yes” to the Lord who always surprises and never disappoints.  
A second word marks the journey of Saint Joseph and that of vocation: 
service. The Gospels show how Joseph lived entirely for others and never 
for himself. The holy people of God invoke him as the most chaste spouse, 
based on his ability to love unreservedly. By freeing love from all 
possessiveness, he became open to an even more fruitful service. His 

loving care has spanned generations; his attentive guardianship has made 
him patron of the Church. As one who knew how to embody the meaning of 
self-giving in life, Joseph is also the patron of a happy death. His service 
and sacrifices were only possible, however, because they were sustained 
by a greater love: “Every true vocation is born of the gift of oneself, which is 
the fruit of mature sacrifice. The priesthood and consecrated life likewise 
require this kind of maturity. Whatever our vocation, whether to marriage, 
celibacy or virginity, our gift of self will not come to fulfilment if it stops at 
sacrifice; were that the case, instead of becoming a sign of the beauty and 
joy of love, the gift of self would risk being an expression of unhappiness, 
sadness and frustration” (ibid., 7).  
For Saint Joseph, service – as a concrete expression of the gift of self – did 
not remain simply a high ideal, but became a rule for daily life. He strove to 
find and prepare a place where Jesus could be born; he did his utmost to 
protect him from Herod’s wrath by arranging a hasty journey into Egypt; he 
immediately returned to Jerusalem when Jesus was lost; he supported his 
family by his work, even in a foreign land. In short, he adapted to different 
circumstances with the attitude of those who do not grow discouraged 
when life does not turn out as they wished; he showed the willingness 
typical of those who live to serve. In this way, Joseph welcomed life’s 
frequent and often unexpected journeys: from Nazareth to Bethlehem for 
the census, then to Egypt and again to Nazareth, and every year to 
Jerusalem. Each time he was willing to face new circumstances without 
complaining, ever ready to give a hand to help resolve situations. We could 
say that this was the outstretched hand of our heavenly Father reaching out 
to his Son on earth. Joseph cannot fail to be a model for all vocations, 
called to be the ever-active hands of the Father, outstretched to his 
children.  
I like to think, then, of Saint Joseph, the protector of Jesus and of the 
Church, as the protector of vocations. In fact, from his willingness to serve 
comes his concern to protect. The Gospel tells us that “Joseph got up, took 
the child and his mother by night” (Mt 2:14), thus revealing his prompt 
concern for the good of his family. He wasted no time fretting over things 
he could not control, in order to give full attention to those entrusted to his 
care. Such thoughtful concern is the sign of a true vocation, the testimony 
of a life touched by the love of God. What a beautiful example of Christian 
life we give when we refuse to pursue our ambitions or indulge in our 
illusions, but instead care for what the Lord has entrusted to us through the 
Church! God then pours out his Spirit and creativity upon us; he works 
wonders in us, as he did in Joseph.  
Together with God’s call, which makes our greatest dreams come true, and 
our response, which is made up of generous service and attentive care, 
there is a third characteristic of Saint Joseph’s daily life and our Christian 
vocation, namely fidelity. Joseph is the “righteous man” (Mt 1:19) who daily 
perseveres in quietly serving God and his plans. At a particularly difficult 
moment in his life, he thoughtfully considered what to do (cf. v. 20). He did 
not let himself be hastily pressured. He did not yield to the temptation to act 
rashly, simply following his instincts or living for the moment.  Instead, he 
pondered things patiently. He knew that success in life is built on constant 
fidelity to important decisions. This was reflected in his perseverance in 
plying the trade of a humble carpenter (cf. Mt 13:55), a quiet perseverance 
that made no news in his own time, yet has inspired the daily lives of 
countless fathers, labourers and Christians ever since. For a vocation – like 
life itself – matures only through daily fidelity.  
How is such fidelity nurtured? In the light of God’s own faithfulness. The 
first words that Saint Joseph heard in a dream were an invitation not to be 
afraid, because God remains ever faithful to his promises: “Joseph, son of 
David, do not be afraid” (Mt 1:20). Do not be afraid: these words the Lord 
also addresses to you, dear sister, and to you, dear brother, whenever you 
feel that, even amid uncertainty and hesitation, you can no longer delay 
your desire to give your life to him. He repeats these words when, perhaps 
amid trials and misunderstandings, you seek to follow his will every day, 
wherever you find yourself. They are words you will hear anew, at every 
step of your vocation, as you return to your first love. They are a refrain 
accompanying all those who – like Saint Joseph – say yes to God with their 
lives, through their fidelity each day.  
This fidelity is the secret of joy. A hymn in the liturgy speaks of the 
“transparent joy” present in the home of Nazareth. It the joy of simplicity, 
the joy experienced daily by those who care for what truly matters: faithful 
closeness to God and to our neighbour. How good it would be if the same 
atmosphere, simple and radiant, sober and hopeful, were to pervade our 
seminaries, religious houses and presbyteries! I pray that you will 
experience this same joy, dear brothers and sisters who have generously 
made God the dream of your lives, serving him in your brothers and sisters 
through a fidelity that is a powerful testimony in an age of ephemeral 
choices and emotions that bring no lasting joy. May Saint Joseph, protector 
of vocations, accompany you with his fatherly heart!  
Rome, from Saint John Lateran, 19 March 2021, Feast of Saint Joseph 
Francis 
© Copyright - Libreria Editrice Vaticana 

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR THE 2021 WORLD DAY OF VOCATIONS  -  25 April 2021 

Saint Joseph: The Dream of Vocation 



SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for 
Michael Allan, Patricia Ashton, Brent 
Bennett, Leigh Boulcher, James Burke, 
Diane Busutil, Bernard Clark, Jacqui & 
Emile Cloete & family, Glen Dixon, Peter 
Freeman, Irene Garland, Geromy Grima, 
Fred Grioli,  Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, Jean 
Hokin, Denis McEnery, Terezia Meleg, Pat 
Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie Nicolas, Eileen 
O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne 
Owens, Elmer Pesebre, Les Pierce, Phyllis 
Pola, William Sheehan, Peter Smith, 
Andrew Supple, Olivia Tonner, Warren 
Wilson, Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, the 
sick of our Parish and all in need of God’s 
healing Spirit.  

DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the recently 
deceased and for friends and relatives whose 

anniversaries occur at this time:  Terry 
McManus, Jim Robertson, Peggy Maguire, 
Ida Bonke, Brian Windsor. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

 

MEDIA RELEASE - 20 April, 2021 
 
Catholics in Australia are being encouraged to receive a COVID-19 vaccine when 
it becomes available to them, with the relevant Bishops Commission saying it is 
morally permissible to accept any vaccine. 
In a document published today, the Bishops Commission for Life, Family and 
Public Engagement acknowledges that there are ethical concerns about the way 
some of the vaccines have been developed or tested. That includes the use of cell 
lines derived from an abortion in the 1970s.  
Despite those concerns, the Commission follows the guidance of the Vatican’s 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in urging people to be vaccinated for 
their own health, and for the health of the wider community. 
Find the bishops’ guidance on the COVID-19 vaccines, including frequently asked 
questions, at: https://catholic.org.au/coronavirus 

FUNERALS 
Last week we celebrated the funerals of Jim 
Robertson, Marie Smith and Terry McManus 
who have died in Christ.  
Let us remember their families and friends in 
our prayers this week. 

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings 

 ANOINTING MASS - First Friday of each month, 10am, Mary, Mother of Mercy Church.  

All welcome.  Cuppa after (COVID safe).  Next Anointing Mass is Friday 7 May. 
 

 PYXES - INFANT SAVIOUR CHURCH - If you have borrowed a Pyx from Infant 

Saviour Church, Burleigh Heads, it would be greatly appreciated if it could be returned to 
the Church at your convenience.  Thank you. 

 

 PARISH MEN'S DINNER - Thursday 29 April, Burleigh Surf Club, 6pm.  All welcome.  

Phone Barry - 0418 982448. 
 

 CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS - this Sunday (25 April) - and every 4th Sunday of 

the Month at 10am Mass, Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters.   
 

 PARISH YOUTH MASS - 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month, 5.30pm, Mary, Mother of 

Mercy.  Any young people who wish to be involved see the Mass Co-ordinator. 
 

 BURLEIGH YOUTH WORSHIP - 6pm, Wednesday 28 April, Mary, Mother of Mercy 

Church.  All youth welcome. 
 

 PLAYGROUP - Mother Effect Gold Coast - meets each Tuesday from 9am - 11am at 

Mary, Mother of Mercy Community Centre.  Donation $2.  
 

 PLANNED GIVING - Thank you for the generosity and support of all who contribute to 

the Parish Planned Giving.  Details for electronic banking are as follows:   

BSB:  064 786;  A/c No:  100010144.  Reference:  Planned Giving/Surname. 

YEAR 12 MARYMOUNT KOKODA CHALLENGE 
 
This July a group of sixteen Year 12 students, and four staff, are wishing to complete the Kokoda Challenge - Gold Coast. 
There are teams currently wishing to do both the 48km and the 96km versions of the challenge. This will be Marymount’s 

first attempt at the event. 
In order to attempt the challenge each of our 4 teams must raise funds up to $970 (Registration - $320 + Fundraising - $650).   
We are asking the Burleigh Heads Parish to help us with this goal, to help our teams reach their targets. A little goes a long way and any 
amount could help us.  For those who wish to donate on-line please go to this link https://www.kokodachallenge.com/sponsor/teams/ and 
search for one of the Marymount teams (MMC Volume Alpha, MMC Survey Corp, MMC Poggerinos or Marymount Mountaineers).  
For more information, you can contact Mr Jason Hamilton (jhamilton@marymount.qld.edu.au) who is coordinating this adventure. 

Lending a helping hand to Timor Leste 
 
Help will be needed for many weeks and 
months as communities in Timor Leste clean 
up and rebuild following disastrous Easter 
flooding.    
In the short-term, money is what is needed. 
We are receiving calls and messages from 
various groups of Religious Sisters supporting 
displaced children and poor families with shelter, food and medicines.   
Please support our Go Fund me appeal for this work and share the link below to our 
fundraiser. For information contact Sue & Bren - 0407533048  
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-timor-leste-east-timor-flooding-victims    

ANZAC DAY 
Here is a visual reminder of the day, and the sacrifice so many families made 

and still make today.     
Lest we forget.  
 

https://catholic.org.au/coronavirus
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/-2ohClx1VDI2pgmBfGwbwH?domain=kokodachallenge.com/
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-timor-leste-east-timor-flooding-victims


Music for this Sunday  

CHILDREN'S MASS:     
 
Come Do This In Memory Of Me 
 
This is my body that's broken for you 
come do this in mem'ry of me. 
This is my blood that's been given for you. 
Come do this in mem'ry of me. 
 
  To my table you will come, 
  and share this meal that makes us one, 
  this gift of love I leave always with you. 
  In the blessing of this bread, 
  in the blessing of this wine. 
  Remember me, my life poured out for you. 
 
Listen to my word and then you will hear. 
Come do this in mem'ry of me. 
Gather as one and remember I'm near. 
Come do this in mem'ry of me. 
 
© 2005, John Burland 
 
Thanksgiving:    Bread Of Life 
 
  Bread of life, hope of the world, 
  Jesus Christ, our brother; 
  feed us now, give us life, 
  lead us to one another. 
 
Hold us in unity,  
in love for all to see; 
that the world may believe in you, 
God of all who live. 
 
You are the bread of peace, 
you are the wine of joy, 
broken now for your people, 
poured in endless love. 
 
© 1982, 1987, Bernadette Farrell, OCP Publications 
 
Recessional:  Like A Shepherd 
 
  Like a shepherd he feeds his flock 
  and gathers the lambs in his arms, 
  holding them carefully close to his heart, 
  leading them home. 
 
Say to the cities of Judah; 
prepare the way of the Lord. 
Go to the mountain-top, lift your voice: 
Jerusalem, here is your God. 
 
I myself will shepherd them, 
for others have led them astray. 
The lost I will rescue and heal their wounds 
and pasture them, giving them rest.  
© 1976, Robert J Dufford, New Dawn Music 

Gathering:    Canticle Of The Sun 
 
  The heavens are telling the glory of God, 
  and all creation is shouting for joy. 
  Come, dance in the forest,  
  come, play in the field,  
  and sing, sing to the glory of the Lord. 
 
Sing to the sun, the bringer of day, 
he carries the light of the Lord in his rays, 
the moon and the stars, who light up the way  
unto your throne. 
 
Praise to the wind, that blows through the trees, 
the seas mighty storms, the gentlest breeze, 
they blow where they will, they blow where they please, 
to please the Lord. 
 
Praise to the rain, that waters our fields, 
and blesses our crops, so all the earth yields, 
from death unto life her myst'ry concealed, 
springs forth in joy. 
 
© 1980, Marty Haugen, GIA Publications 
 
Psalm:   This Day Was Made By The Lord 
 
  This day was made by the Lord, 
  let us rejoice, let us be glad! 
  This day was made by the Lord, 
  let us rejoice in salvation.  
 
The stone which the builders rejected 
is the cornerstone, is the cornerstone. 
I will proclaim the wonders you do. 
 
You opened the gates of heaven, 
you have given me life.  You have given me life. 
I will proclaim the wonders you do. 
 
You are my strength and my Saviour, 
you have given me life, you have given me life. 
I will proclaim the wonders you do. 
 
© 1990, Christopher Walker, OCP Publications 
 
Communion:    Eat This Bread 
 
Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
come to me and never be hungry. 
Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
trust in me and you will not thirst. 
  
© Jacques Berthier, Ateliers Et Presses De Taize For the Kids ...  


