BURLEIGH HEADS CATHOLIC PARISH
 BURLEIGH WATERS - MARY, MOTHER OF MERCY CHURCH, 3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters






BURLEIGH HEADS - INFANT SAVIOUR CHURCH, 4 Park Av, Burleigh Heads
PALM BEACH - OUR LADY OF THE WAY CHURCH - Eleventh Ave, Palm Beach
MIAMI - CALVARY CHURCH - Redondo Av, Miami
MUDGEERABA - ST. BENEDICT'S CHURCH - Wallaby Dr, Mudgeeraba
SPRINGBROOK - ST TERESA'S CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

PARISH OFFICE: Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters
[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads]

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au
Phone:
5576 6466 [also for After Hours]
e-mail:
burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM:
Fr Morgan Batt - Parish Priest
Fr Jacob Kalu - Parochial Vicar
Parish Business & Finance Manager
Neil Segerdahl - manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc, Maree Wright
Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom
Parish Youth Minister - Darcy Rogers

Parish Weekly Diary....
Saturday 25 July
St James Apostle
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
9.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)

Sunday 26 July
Bible Sunday
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am

Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people)
Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people)
Mass - Miami (75+ people)
Mass - Burleigh Waters

6.00pm

Mass - Burleigh Waters

(100+ people - live-streamed)

Monday 27 July
9.00am Mass - Miami
Tuesday 28 July
7.30am Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)
Wednesday 29 July
St Martha
8.00am Morning Prayer of Divine Office
(live-streamed)

5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach
Thursday 30 July
5.30pm Mass - Mudgeeraba
Friday 31 July
St Ignatius of Loyola
World Day Against Human Trafficking
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters
(100 people - live-streamed)

Saturday 1 August
St Alphonsus Liguori
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
9.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)

Sunday 2 August
National Vocation Sunday for Marriage and
Single Life
7.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads (50+ people)
7.00am Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people)
8.30am Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people)
8.30am Mass - Miami (75+ people)
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters
(100+ people - live-streamed)

6.00pm

Mass - Burleigh Waters

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
26 July, 2020
Year A: 1 Kg 3:5,7-12; Rom 8:28-30; Mt 13:44-52
next week's Readings: Is 55:1-3; Rom 8:35,37-39; Mt 14:13-21

Suppose God appeared to you and made an offer: "Ask
something of me and I will give it to you." What would
you ask for? And what would your response reveal
about your heart’s deepest desire, or need? These days
our response might be different than at "normal" times.
We might ask for a good paying job, because we lost
ours due to the lock downs. We might ask for a cure for
a virus-infected loved one. Or ...
That was the choice put to Solomon: "Ask something of me and I will give it."
When we want to compliment someone for making a good decision we might say,
"You have the wisdom of Solomon." He is the biblical personification of wisdom.
How did he get so wise? Our first reading attributes his wisdom to God. It is the
beginning of Solomon’s kingship and, as he looked ahead, he knew what he
needed to be as a good ruler – the blessing of wisdom. His response to God, "I
am a mere youth, not knowing at all how to act."
His prayer could very well be our prayer, as we consider our present situation and
ponder our future – our threatened and disjointed future. How will we get through
these and the long days ahead? When will it end and when it does, what will our
lives be like? We don’t know the answer to these questions, but we do know what
we will need to persevere and adjust to our new lives on the other side of this
awful, life-stealing pandemic. We need wisdom for all the reshuffling we will have
to do and so today, as a community of believers, we pray Solomon’s prayer: "Give
your servants therefore, an understanding heart... Give us, your believing and
fragile people, wisdom!"
Today’s gospel is taken from chapter 13 in Matthew’s Gospel. It is a chapter in
which Jesus teaches his disciples through parables about the kingdom of heaven.
When he speaks of the kingdom he is not describing the next life, but God’s
presence and activity in our present, everyday lives. As the saying goes, "The
kingdom of heaven is now, or never." – here and now, not in the next life. I’m not
denying the reality of the next life; but that is not what Jesus is talking about when
he speaks of the kingdom.
Parables overturn our conventional ways of thinking and judging. They subvert
our take-for-granted way of seeing God’s actions in our daily lives. Today’s
parables are brief and filled with action verbs: buried, finds, hides, buys,
searching, etc. When Jesus describes "the kingdom of heaven" he does not mean
it is like a treasure, or a pearl. Rather, the presence of the kingdom is shown by
what transpires in the stories. Today’s parables, and those throughout the
gospels, attempt to open our eyes and ears to what God is doing now in
surprising ways, times, places and persons. Parables are epiphanies, they
surprise us by revealing God’s ways, stir us to wonder and then, to act on what
we have experienced.
Parables show was what is happening all the time. Like the man crossing the
field, we might be distracted by where we are going, or what we are doing and
then... we come upon a treasure, as if by chance. What does it look like: a new
loving relationship, an opportunity to serve, and insight into the beauty of God, a
wise and generous friend, a book of meditations, a new post-pandemic life, etc.?
Whatever it is, we will need to adjust, let go, move over and make room to allow it
into our lives. But, as the parable of the buried treasure suggests, it will cost us.
We will have to make room for it in our lives, give up what we used to think was
valuable and desirous and "buy that field."
In the parable of the treasure in the field, Jesus risks using a conniving character
who re-buries a treasure in a field that is not his and buys the field to get the
treasure. It must have been quite a valuable treasure to cause him to sell
everything he had to buy the field – and to do it with joy! continued next page ...

No groaning, grunting sacrifice here! The lucky guy knows what he has come upon; it makes everything else he has saved and
treasured immediately dispensable – everything is sold now that he has come upon a real treasure.
I have to rethink what I value and consider my treasures; run an honest eye over the landscape, or the lifescape, of my own life.
What do I consider special and valuable? Is it really so valuable in the light of what I would gain by buying the field with its treasure?
What sacrifice must I make to refocus my life for a better and lasting treasure? Have I overinvested in work and career and put off
the treasure of my family? In one way or another, a lot of us have invested in a "field." But is that where the lasting treasure truly lies
for us? In dire need will I go to dig up that treasure someday and find it gone? Or valueless, no longer worth the time and effort I put
into it? What a sad and lonely surprise party that will be!
The same can be said for the "pearl." The parable raises a question: Have we become complacent and too comfortable, no longer
searchers? Have we stopped believing something valuable awaits us that can add newness and richness to our lives?
In the bible, the pearl is a symbol of wisdom. In our first reading, when Solomon
was given a choice to ask for anything, he prayed for wisdom. It is a practical,
everyday gift and that’s what we pray for today. Why do we pray or, (if possible),
gather at Eucharist? Because we too are searchers and, like Solomon, need
wisdom to help us make decisions each day for God and God’s ways; how to
invest our precious time and energies in ways that serve God, our treasure.
I have tripped more than once over the treasure in the field, found the soughtafter pearl of great price, or discovered that what the net dragged in really is a
feast.
The parables have us look again at everyday events and, with the help of the
parables’ lens, see that life is really charged with God’s surprising presence; in
the most unlikely places and among the most unlikely people. Today’s parables
are good examples of the surprise party that the reign of God is.

Vatican offers 'powerful vision' of what a parish should be
by Emilie Ng - Catholic Leader 22July 2020

BRISBANE’S evangelisation director believes a new instruction
from the Vatican for the renewal of parishes will help the Church
to “look, feel and sound more like Jesus”.
The instruction is aimed at encouraging renewal, stating in the
introduction that the current parish model “no longer adequately
corresponds to the many expectations of the faithful”.
Titled “The pastoral conversion of the parish community in the
service of the evangelising mission of the Church”, the instruction
offers opportunities for parishes to become more like Pope
Francis’ vision of the missionary Church.
While much of the document relates to canonical norms for parish
structures, Deacon Pellicaan said it also emphasised that renewal
started with a personal encounter with Christ.
“When Rome produces a document called ‘The pastoral
conversion of the parish community in the service of the
evangelising mission of the Church’ and then the document
essentially just maps out all the existing Church structures and
how they should be applied, it suggests that Rome believes that
renewal will not come from the abandoning of existing structures
but rather from the personal encounter with Jesus that transforms
the lives of the faithful and imbues them with faith, hope and
love,” Deacon Pellicaan said.

“It is this encounter that makes the Church look, feel and sound
more like Jesus – and that’s a Church that is attractive, life-giving,
and can’t help but be relevant.”
Deacon Pellicaan said for most
parishioners, the first section of
the document was really worth
reading.
“Parish communities will find
herein a call to go out of
themselves,
offering
instruments for reform, even
structural, in a spirit of
communion and collaboration,
of encounter and closeness, of
mercy and solicitude for the
proclamation of the Gospel.”
The instruction emphasises the
importance of finance and
pastoral councils for supporting
the missionary works of
parishes.
If you would like to view the full Vatican Document click on :
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/
pubblico/2020/07/20/0391/00886.html#ing

The 2020 theme for the World Day Against Trafficking in Persons will focus on the first responders to human trafficking.
These are the people who work in different sectors - identifying, supporting, counselling and seeking justice for victims of
trafficking, and challenging the impunity of the traffickers.
During the COVID-19 crisis, the essential role of first responders has become even more important. Particularly as the
restrictions imposed by the pandemic have made their work even more difficult. Still, their contribution is often overlooked
and unrecognized.
Through stories from first responders describing their practical work in assisting victims UNODC intends to spotlight their
contribution and that of their function, institution, organization, team or community and its impact on fighting trafficking.
Some specific actions to consider and discuss:
 Become an ethical consumer of coffee, chocolate, fashion and electronic goods etc;
 Ensure your school/workplace staff room and your own kitchen use only slavery free products ( Burleigh Parish is committed to
ensuring we source slave free products);
 Talk with 4-5 friends or family members about the issue of human trafficking;
 Check out the following website to further educate yourself- https://acrath.org.au/;
 Arrange a display or forum to raise awareness of the extent of the crime of human trafficking in locally and globally;
PRAYER
God of today and tomorrow, may there be blessings of true justice for us and for all people who have been trafficked.
God of each one’s story, may there be blessings of tender love for us and for all who have been trafficked into abuse and sufferings.
God, we are so small, give us your Light and help us humbly remember that you love and cherish each person and that we are all your
children. AMEN.

Playgroup
MOTHER EFFECT- GOLD COAST
Join the Mother Effect Catholic Playgroup - every Tuesday from 9am - 11am at Mary, Mother of Mercy Community Centre.
A safe environment that provides support for both mums and children with fun activities, story time, craft and lots of fun.
Donation $2. mothereffectgc@gmail.com
RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
RCIT - Rite of Christian Initiation of Teens
Due to the COVID19 pandemic we were unable to celebrate the baptism/initiation of these
adults and teens at Easter. However, we are now in a position to move forward and the group
is excited.
Sunday 26th July at 10am and 6pm, Mary, Mother of Mercy, we will celebrate the Scrutiny Rites with the
group – a way of questioning the group about their intent to become Catholic and live the life of faith.
Then on Sunday 2nd August we will baptise and Initiate the group into full life of the Church at 8.30am
St Benedict's, 10am Mary, Mother of Mercy and 6pm Youth Mass.
Please pray for our RCIA and RCIT and their journey to be with us. Thank you also to the Teams and your ministry.
Padre

AGED CARE AND NURSING HOME SENIORS MINISTRY
Have you ever considered a few hours each week visiting the elderly in our Parish at one of the Burleigh Parish 21 Aged Care
and Nursing Facilities. The Parish provides a number of very active volunteers ministering to the faculties each week. The
residents really love the visits, the fellowship and the expertise of our Parish Ministers. They also take communion to many
and some run a brief Prayer or Communion Service.
Full training and In-service is provided through the Parish.
An Inquiry Session is being held in the Parish Board Room (near Office) Friday 21 th August
10.30am (after Mass) for all interested volunteers to find out more and to sign up to this very
worthwhile ministry.
A few hours a week makes a great difference in an elderly person’s life. Contact Padre.
PARISH PODCAST
We are up and running in this exciting new social media ministry. Follow our new parish podcast channel to
listen to weekly homilies, updates and more on your phone/mobile devices.
Search 'Burleigh Heads Parish' on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Google Podcasts, Player FM or any of your
favourite podcast apps.

Masses for this Sunday (26 July)
7.00am - Our Lady of the Way Church, Palm Beach (50+ people)
8.30am - St Benedict's, Mudgeeraba (75+ people)
8.30am - Calvary Church, Miami (75+ people only)
10am - Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters livestreamed (100+ people)
6pm
- Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters (100+ people)
Mass opening soon
Sunday 2 August - 7am Infant Saviour Church Burleigh Heads – 50+ people

 Confessions are available by appointment before Mass, but please don't expect



confession 10 minutes before Mass as the priests are preparing - rather come 30
minutes early.
Saturday Vigil Masses are on hold until further notice, for many reasons, so be
patient and come to Sunday Masses.
There are still places available at Sunday Masses so come along and see if you can
attend. Sunday 6pm has lots of room.

PARISH LUNCH - If you haven't been to

CARE & CONCERN have scheduled an

one of our luncheons before, this is the
perfect time - Thursday 6 August, 11.45am,
Burleigh Sports Club, Christine Av. Please
phone Margaret 5535 8714. Shuttle bus
available (contact Club on 5576 3177).

important meeting for Thursday 30 July,
10am in Mary, Mother of Mercy Community
Centre. It is highly recommended that ALL
members attend.
Discussion will centre
around the decision for reopening services
and the requirements to do so given the
COVID-19 precautions. Please rsvp to Di
Taylor or Brigid San by texting 0438 877059
or 0413 372257 respectively or emailing
care.concern.burleigh@gmail.com
by
Monday 27 July.

PLANNED GIVING
Sincere thanks to all who have continued to
support the Parish during these difficult
times. Details for internet banking: BSB: 064
786; A/c No: 00605 1108; A/c Name:
Burleigh Parish; Reference: Planned Giving/
Surname. New sets of PLANNED GIVING
ENVELOPES are now available for
collection from churches.

TELEPHONE MASS
Live streaming Telephone Mass and
Divine Office. Phone 5647 3442.

FUNERALS
Last week we celebrated the funerals of Max
Smales, Michele Betterton and Robert
Reynolds who have died in Christ.
Let us remember their families and friends in
our prayers this week.

DECEASED
Masses have been requested for the recently
deceased and for friends and relatives whose
anniversaries occur at this time:
Peter

Briggs, Tom Delaney, Robert Reynolds, Ian
McInnes.

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for
Wendy Aisenberg, Michael Allan, Patricia
Ashton, Peter Bennett,
Leigh Boulcher,
William Buckley, James Burke, Diane
Busutil, Mary Cale, Jan Carmont, Jacqui &
Emile Cloete & family, Norma Evans,
Angelita Freda, Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli,
Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, Jean Hokin, Denis
McEnery, Terezia Meleg, Fay & John
Mooney, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie
Nicolas, Eileen O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean
O’Reilly, Anne Owens, Phyllis Pola, Goldina
Pondoc, William Sheehan, Peter Smith,
Andrew Supple, Graham Zendler, Norah
Zipf, the sick of our Parish and all in need of
God’s healing Spirit.

For the Kids ...

Gospel
Mt13:44-46
Jesus said to the crowds,
‘The kingdom of heaven is
like treasure hidden in a field
which someone has found;
he hides it again, goes off
happy, sells everything he
owns and buys the field.
‘Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like a merchant
looking for fine pearls; when
he finds one of great value
he goes and sells everything
he owns and buys it.’

Finding the hidden treasure

