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Fr Morgan Batt - Parish Priest
Fr Jacob Kalu - Parochial Vicar
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Neil Segerdahl - manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc, Maree Wright
Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom
Parish Youth Minister - Darcy Rogers

Parish Weekly Diary....
Saturday 26 September
St Morgan
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
5.00pm Mass - Miami
6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday 27 September
Parish Multi-Cultural Sunday
Yom Kippur begins
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am

Mass - Burleigh Heads (50+ people)
Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people)
Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people)
Mass - Miami (75+ people)
Mass - Burleigh Waters

5.30pm

Mass - Burleigh Waters (100+ people)

(100+ people - live-streamed)

Monday 28 September
St Laurence Ruiz
Queen's Birthday
9.00am Mass - Miami
Tuesday 29 September
Sts Michael, Gabriel and Raphael - Archangels
National Police Remembrance Day
7.30am Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)
Wednesday 30 September St Jerome
8.00am Morning Prayer of Divine Office
5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach
Thursday 1 October
5.30pm Mass - Mudgeeraba
Friday 2 October
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters
(100+ people - live-streamed)

Saturday 3 October
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
5.00pm Mass - Miami
6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday 4 October
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am

Mass - Burleigh Heads (50+ people)
Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people)
Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people)
Mass - Miami (75+ people)
Mass - Burleigh Waters

5.30pm

Mass - Burleigh Waters (100+ people)

(100+ people - live-streamed)

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
27 September, 2020
Year A: Ezek 18:25-28; Phil 2:1-11; Mt 21:28-32
next week's Readings: Is 5:1-7; Phil 4:6-9; Mt 21:33-43

Philippi was an important Roman colony and its inhabitants enjoyed favour
under Roman law. Military veterans settled there and Caesar Augustus
exempted the city from many taxes. Paul had had a vision that summoned him
to preach in Philippi (Acts 16:9). It was the first European city evangelized by
Paul and his companions Silas and Timothy. The Christian community in
Philippi had supported Paul and he had warm relations with them, as evidenced
in the letter. When Paul wrote to the Philippians he was in prison (1:7,13,14, 17),
probably in Ephesus.
During his arduous travels it must have given Paul encouragement and good
feelings whenever he thought of the Philippians and their high esteem of him.
Those memories and feelings would have also been a consolation to him in his
imprisonment. Still, Paul is not shy about encouraging the Philippians to be
Christians not just in good feelings, or lofty words. He wanted them to put their
words into action. They were not to act selfishly, or seek praise for their good
works. With the Philippians, we are also challenged by Paul to act in daily life in
ways that match our words and our ideals.
Paul’s praise of Jesus’ saying "Yes" to God reflects the parable Jesus tells
today of the two sons. There is a lot of tension behind today’s gospel. Matthew
sets the account in a context of controversy and conflict. Jesus has arrived in
Jerusalem and today’s story takes place just after he has driven out the buyers
and sellers from the Temple precincts, infuriating the religious leaders, who
should have recognized his prophetic action and seen the hand of God working
through his words and works – even in his angry ousting of the merchants.
Opposition to Jesus is getting intense and soon these religious leaders will
agitate for his death.
Today’s gospel passage continues in the atmosphere of confrontation between
Jesus and the chief priests and elders. By the parable Jesus is suggesting they
are like the son who says he will obey his father’s request, but does not. They
will not commit themselves to Jesus. Weren’t they the ones who were supposed
to recognize the Messiah and follow him when he came? The people who did
respond to Jesus’ preaching and signs were sinners and outcasts. They were
like the son who first said "No" to his father, but then obeyed.
The parable is a reminder that, despite our past and present misdeeds and our
stubbornness, we are again offered a chance to change and find welcome in
the kingdom of heaven. This is a good news parable for both big and small
wayfarers who have chosen a path away from God and God’s ways.
The parable is also a challenge and invitation to change if we have pretended to
be good and upright Christians – in name only. Our initial "Yes" to serving God
has to be backed by action. It is not enough to say, "I am a Christian," or "I am a
Catholic," unless our lives reflect the identity we claim. Yes, we come to church
and even say our prayers at home, and then what follows? What’s the vineyard
(last Sunday’s Gospel) to which we are being sent to labour for God these days,
even in the midst of a pandemic lockdown? We don’t have to leave our homes
to be doers of the Word of God.
Haven’t we noticed the good works others, who claim not to be believers, are
doing? They do the very things Jesus has called his disciples to do. During the
pandemic we are hearing many stories of people feeding the hungry, housing
the homeless, risking their lives serving in medical centres and emergency
wards, etc. They may not claim to be Christian, but in their "Yes" to serve others
we recognize the Spirit of Jesus present and inspiring them. We who know how
to recognize the work of our bountiful and gracious God give praise in the words
of Paul’s closing words, "And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father."
continued next page ...

Is it possible that Paul, in the light of this parable, imagined that Jesus is the third son who willingly, quickly and totally says "Yes"
to the Father, goes and does the work he has been assigned to do?
If you notice in the story there is no mention of how things turned out? How hard of a worker was the second son? Did he meet
the quotas, fulfil minimum hours? There are no measurements in the story: just someone who changes his mind and heart and,
after all, responds to an invitation. Maybe that is what is pleasing to God, our desire and efforts to do what God wishes and, at
the same time, leaving plenty of room for God to step in and fill the gaps, big and small ones.
The second son had a change of heart. Which encourages us to ask: where and how must my heart change? Towards whom
must my heart soften and forgive? We may be in the middle of a pandemic and unable to go beyond the confines of home and
work. But even in place we can do some important work, pray for a renewed heart and for the desire to act on it.
You can tell a lot about a person by the stories they tell. Stories from childhood, for example, reflect the earliest influences on us,
and help explain our personalities and our outlook on life. The parables may not have been actual events from Jesus’ life, but
since, for the most part, he created them, they do reveal a lot about the teller of these stories. You can tell in today’s parable
where his heart lies. It is with those who were outsiders, those
condemned because of their behaviour or, as in other
parables, because they were social outcasts by birth. The
religiously smug, those who had lots to boast about, found
nothing they needed in Christ. Those who had no basis for
boast, or who had said various "No’s" in their past, could
appreciate the offer Jesus was making them.
We are not gathered here today making a claim on God for our
past performances. We may have much we would rather not
show to God, others, or even revisit ourselves. But through this
parable of "the second chance," grace is given to enable us "to
change our minds." We can start anew. This parable is Good
News indeed, for those who think it is too late to change, or
can’t change. The one who tells this parable to us today
assures us we have his help to redirect our lives – to say "Yes"
Artwork: retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=blNVA0gHDSg
to the God who calls and enables us to change.

106th World Day of Migrants and Refugees – 27 September 2020

Due to a worldwide pandemic, movement between and even within
nations has been severely restricted and in some cases prohibited.
Our experience during this period of lockdown has starkly reminded
that we are communal beings. We are made for relationship with
others. We feel distressed and mentally anguished when we are cut
off from our loved ones and fellow human beings. In this respect we
have all got to experience something of what migrants and refugees
experience when they are forced to leave loved ones behind. Not
being able to have physical contact with the ones we love involves a
particular type of suffering.
In this time when we are faced by such difficult circumstances, the
first reading today reminds us that Yahweh, our God, is a just God.
Ezekiel explains to his fellow Israelites that sin is a byproduct of
man’s own choice to abandon integrity, and his conscious decision
to embrace a culture of death and fear. It is because of sin that so
many of us fail to see in the migrants and refugees, who come to our
shores every year, the image of Christ. We must seek to be like our
God, the God of justice, to those who come to our shores seeking
help. As a nation we must seek justice for all, we need to ask the
question that echoes in the book of Genesis: “Am I my brother’s
keeper?” (Gen. 4:9).
The iconic presentation of the exile of the Holy Family into Egypt
due to the brutal tyrannical rule of Herod (Matt. 2:13-15) provides

Theme: Forced like Jesus Christ to flee

broad parallels for those modern tyrannies of a political and
economic nature that seek to rule without God. Everyday throughout
the world our fellow brothers and sisters suffer violence and death at
the hand of tyrannical rulers.
Just as the Holy Family did, these men and women have been
forced to flee their homeland. Later in his ministry, Jesus identifies
himself with “migrants”; the landless, the homeless and the most
marginalised by pointing to the itinerant nature of his ministry: “The
foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of
Man has nowhere to lay His head.” (Matt. 8:20). He then brings this
insight to its fullness in reminding us of our accountability and
responsibility to care for the “stranger” because by caring for him or
her, one cares for God Himself: “Come, you whom my Father has
blessed, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world. ….for I was a stranger and you made me
welcome....” (Matt. 25:34-36). In extending our hospitality and care
for the vulnerable migrant brothers and sisters from all walks of life
and from all distressing circumstances, “some people have
entertained angels without knowing it.” (Heb. 13:2).
The social profile of the Catholic Community in Australia based on
the 2016 census revealed that of the Catholics who attend the
Sunday Eucharist, 26.2 percent are born overseas. That is, one in
four persons in our pews for the Sunday Eucharist is from a distant
shore. We have certainly proven that “For those who’ve come
across the seas, we’ve boundless plains to share.” But have we
done enough? “Remember your mercies, O Lord.” (Ps 24:6) Is the
cry today of the responsorial psalm. The mercy of Yahweh is indeed
boundless. He doesn’t measure His mercies when He lavishes them
on humanity. That is who God is. He expects individuals and nations
to emulate his same merciful love. Land is a recurring symbol of
God’s mercy to Israel. It points to the truth of a Promised Land,
which refers to inseparable twofold nuances, namely, land as a
physical place of natural bounties, with plenty for food, water, and
what we require for our physical needs; and land as a symbolic
place of liberty and harmony, where we are free to worship the Lord.
It is interesting to note that land has a profound and equal
importance as a place where justice prevails and any form of
discrimination has no room. Having personally journeyed with the
Syrian and Iraqi Christian brothers and sisters who have arrived in
Australia since 2016, I can say they feel God’s mercy in this
“promised land” of Australia where there are plentiful material goods
and human liberty, peace and harmony flourish.
continued next page ...

This has been the experience for all people who have left their
homes, loved ones and familiar surroundings for a better life, free
from persecution and deprivation. We are not alone in this
experience. Jesus himself, along with Our Lady and Joseph; had this
experience. Pope Pius XII spoke beautifully about the flight of the
Holy Family a few years after the Second World War when the world
witnessed unprecedented human migration. “The émigré Holy Family
of Nazareth, fleeing into Egypt, is the archetype of every refugee
family. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, living in exile in Egypt to escape the
fury of an evil king, are, for all times and all places, the models and
protectors of every migrant, alien and refugee of whatever kind who,
whether compelled by fear of persecution or by want, is forced to
leave his native land, his beloved parents and relatives, his close
friends, and to seek a foreign soil.” (The Holy Family of Nazareth in
Exile by Pope Pius XII in 1952).This is the story of Jesus, Our Lord
and brother who through His experience as a refugee offers
humanity communion, hope and strength.
In the Gospel today, having narrated the parable of the two sons in
Matthew 21:28-32, Jesus poses the question to the Jewish religious
authorities, “Which of the two did the father’s will?” He places the
same question before the conscience of the entire Australian nation.
Are our words mere talkfests? Like the second son, do we easily give
way to complacency as a nation? We speak great words of
committing to help others, but do we follow through with our actions?
The first son despite his initial negative response actually does the
will of the father. Despite his words he acts, with love, and goes into
the vineyard. Are we fulfilling our responsibility of love and care? Do
we really see in every human person the image of God (Gen 1: 27).
The second reading today from St Paul’s Letter to the Philippian
community demands us to conform our thinking to that of Jesus, “Let
the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5). It is

only through such a paradigm shift in thinking that one can recognise
that each human person rightfully deserves to be treated according
to their full human dignity. On a more challenging level, for a
Christian, each human person, irrespective of his or her race, creed,
colour, language, culture and social status, is a loved child of God.
Pope Francis set the tone to his Petrine ministry by appealing to the
universal Church to acknowledge the gravity of this responsibility,
“Dear friends, let us not forget the flesh of Christ which is in the flesh
of refugees: their flesh is the flesh of Christ. It is also your task to
direct all the institutions working in the area of forced migration to
new forms of co-responsibility.” (Address of the Holy Father Pope
Francis to participants in the Plenary of the Pontifical Council for the
Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People 13th May 2013).
As we celebrate the 106th World Day of Migrants and Refugees
amidst a pandemic sweeping across the world with the theme
chosen by our Holy Father Pope Francis, “Forced like Jesus Christ to
flee,” we must pray to the Holy Spirit, to enlighten our individual and
national conscience. To renew our hearts with the love of God and
through this a genuine love for all human beings. To assist in this I
wish to place a few questions for your reflection: Are we pastorally
sensitive to the needs of migrants in our community? Do we
genuinely embody Christ’s love for the migrant and refugee in our
actions? Are we really doing enough for migrants and refugees in
Australia at parish and organisational levels? Do we speak with a
prophetic voice, on behalf of the needs and the rights of migrants,
especially for those refugees and persons seeking asylum on
discriminatory grounds, which is an integral part of our Christian
baptismal vocation? Have we properly engaged in an interfaith
dialogue with migrants who come from different faith backgrounds so
that they might more clearly see and understand the light of Christ, in
both our words and deeds?
May we see the face of Christ in all our brothers and sisters who are

DATE CLAIMER - BISHOP MICHAEL PUTNEY MEMORIAL LECTURE - OCTOBER 20
Queensland Churches Together and Brisbane Roman Catholic Council for Ecumenism and Interreligious Relations invite you
to the Bishop Michael Putney Memorial Lecture on Tuesday 20 October 2020at 7.30pm. This lecture is being conducted by
Zoom rather than in person. The speaker is to be Dr Sara Gehlin from the Faculty of Theology at the University of Helsinki in
Finland. She is the author of “Pathways for Theology in Peacebuilding: Ecumenical Approaches to Just Peace”.

Sacrament of Penance within the Parish

PARISH PODCAST

The normal way of celebrating the Sacrament of Penance is by first or second rite.
However, due to the Queensland Government recent legislation changes requiring the
priest to divulge any account of confessed sexual abuse to minors or vulnerable people,
in the past or present, this has consequences for the way we celebrate the Sacrament in
our parish. Let me be very clear mandatory reporting of any account of sexual abuse is
very much part of normal operations in our parish - but the reporting that breaks the seal
of confession is a grave matter. So as of 25th September the parish will celebrate only the
first rite of reconciliation behind a grill/screen in set confessionals and the times will be
4:15pm Saturday Miami; 5pm Saturday Palm Beach; and 5pm Sunday Burleigh Waters,
Mary, Mother of Mercy. There are appointments, only with Priests' consent, for the
Sacrament of Penance. The communal Second Rite of Penance is being reviewed.
Padre

We are up and running
in this social media
ministry. Follow our
parish podcast channel to listen to weekly
homilies, updates and more on your phone/
mobile devices.
Search 'Burleigh Heads Parish' on any of
your favourite podcast apps.

Masses for this weekend (26/27 September)
Saturday 5pm
- Calvary Church, Miami (75+ people)
Saturday 6pm
- Our Lady of the Way Church, Palm Beach (50+ people)
Sunday 7am
- Infant Saviour Church, Burleigh Heads (50+ people)
Sunday 7am
- Our Lady of the Way Church, Palm Beach (50+ people)
Sunday 8.30am - St Benedict's, Mudgeeraba (75+ people)
Sunday 8.30am - Calvary Church, Miami (75+ people)
Sunday10am
- Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters livestreamed (100+ people)
Sunday 5.30pm - Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters (100+ people)

Ng, Ray Taylor, Marie Doyle, Beryl Maguire,
Antonio Celesto.

PLANNED GIVING
Sincere thanks to all who have continued to
support the Parish during these difficult
times. Details for internet banking: BSB: 064
786; A/c No: 00605 1108; A/c Name:
Burleigh Parish; Reference: Planned Giving/
Surname.

TELEPHONE MASS
Live streaming Telephone Mass and
Divine Office. Phone 5647 3442.

PARISH

MONTHLY LUNCHEON Thursday 1 October, Burleigh Sports Club,
Christine Av. Arrive 11.45am for a 12 noon
order. Please phone Margaret on 5535 8714
if you wish to attend. All welcome.
The Infant Saviour WCCM Meditation
Group meets in the meeting room at Infant
Saviour Church on Wednesday evenings at
6pm. Further information Paul - 5593 3794
or 0499 487270.

DECEASED
Masses have been requested for the recently
deceased and for friends and relatives whose
anniversaries occur at this time: Rosanna

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for
Michael Allan, Patricia Ashton, Peter W
Bennett, Leigh Boulcher, William Buckley,
James Burke, Diane Busutil, Mary Cale,
Jacqui & Emile Cloete & family, Norma
Evans, Angelita Freda, Geromy Grima, Fred
Grioli, Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, Jean Hokin,
Denis McEnery, Terezia Meleg, Fay & John
Mooney, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie
Nicolas, Eileen O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean
O’Reilly, Anne Owens, Phyllis Pola, Goldina
Pondoc, William Sheehan, Peter Smith,
Andrew Supple, Warren Wilson, Graham
Zendler, Norah Zipf, the sick of our Parish
and all in need of God’s healing Spirit.

Music for this Sunday
Gathering:

Recessional:

Gather Us In

A New Heart For A New World

Here in this place, new light is streaming,
now is the darkness, vanished away,
see, in this space, our fears and our dreamings,
brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in the lost and forsaken,
gather us in the blind and the lame;
call to us now, and we shall awaken,
we shall arise at the sound of our name.
We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry,
we are the old who yearn for your face,
we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry,
called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in the rich and the haughty,
gather us in the proud and the strong;
give us a heart so meek and so lowly,
give us the courage to enter the song.
© 1982, Marty Haugen, GIA Publications

For the Kids ...

Create a new heart, Holy Lord,
beckon our lives through your word,
open our eyes to your call,
united as one for your world.
Heighten our minds to your thoughts,
heal us of pride and of hurt,
may we go forth in your name
- we pray our hearts change.
The heart of the cross, lowly and poor, calls us on.
Lord, it is you
promising hope, promising truth.
Restless, the hearts who yearn for your peace
in this land.
Deepen the dream
justice brings life, justice redeems.
© 1985, Trisha Watts/Monica O'Brien, Willow Connection

