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Second Sunday of Lent 
28 February, 2021  

Year B:  Gen 22:1-2,9-13,15-18;  Rom 8:31-34;  Mk 9:2-10 
next week's Readings:  Ex 20:1-17;  1 Cor 1:22-25;  Jn 2:13-25 

Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 
Saturday 27 February  
8.00am   Mass - Burleigh Heads  
4.15pm  Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami  
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach   
Sunday 28 February 
7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Children's Mass - Burleigh Waters  
5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
 
Monday 1 March 
8.30am  Stations of the Cross - Miami 
9.00am  Mass - Miami 
 
Tuesday 2 March 
7.00am  Stations of the Cross - Burleigh Waters 
7.30am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Wednesday 3 March 
5.00pm  Stations of the Cross - Palm Beach 
5.30pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Thursday 4 March  
5.00pm  Stations of the Cross - Mudgeeraba 
5.30pm  Mass  - Mudgeeraba 
 
Friday 5 March 
10.00am    Anointing Mass - Burleigh Waters    
      (live-streamed) 

6.00pm  Sung Evening Prayer - Burleigh Heads 
 
Saturday 6 March 
8.00am   Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm  Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami  
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach  
 
Sunday 7 March 
7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach 
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  (live-streamed) 
5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 
Fr Jacob Kalu  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom 

        continued next page ... 

Artwork: Mosaic on the floor of Beth Alpha depicting 
the Akedah – the sacrifice of Abraham.  
Beth Alpha is a sixth-century AD Jewish synagogue 
located at the foot of the northern slopes of the 
Gilboa mountains near Beit She'an, Israel. 
 
We cannot ignore today’s first reading from 
Genesis. For parents and the rest of us for that 
matter, it is a horror story. God asks a father to 
offer his only son in sacrifice. The opening line 

sets the grim scene: “God put Abraham to the test.” Even though God did not really 
want Abraham to kill his son – it was a “test” – still the story may send chills down 
our spines. What kind of God would ask a parent to do such a thing? And, is this 
the God I want to worship and give my life to? If so, what kind of sacrifice will be 
asked of me? We look for possible explanations for this stark story.  
Bible teaches explain the story as a rejection of the Canaanite practice of human 
sacrifice. For their part, faithful Jews have said that God already knew the fidelity of 
Abraham and was giving him an opportunity to express his potential for goodness 
and devotion. If Abraham did sacrifice his son Isaac he would have given up all 
hope for his future. After all, God had promised that he would be the father of 
descendants as numerous as the stars (Genesis 15:1- 6). Or, to put it another way, 
if Abraham sacrificed his son, his hope for the future would be completely in God’s 
hands. Jews call this story the “binding of Isaac,” it is also a metaphor for all the 
suffering Jews have had to endure because of their faith in God and observance of 
the Law.  
Not a very comfortable, or tame God is it? This is the God who invites us into a 
relationship and strengthens us to respond with faith and trust to what is asked of 
us. It is very hard to live with questions and to let God be God. Abraham’s God is 
not easily contained, or tamed by our attempts to reduce God to a more 
manageable size. The Genesis text today is uncompromising. What we get is 
Abraham – who is unwavering and unquestioning as he sets out to do what God 
told him. He doesn’t ask how God will fulfil a covenant, while taking away the very 
child who was the sign and future fulfilment of that covenant. One of the questions 
put to the community in this story: Is God trustworthy when there is not concrete 
evidence to prove it and when any sign of reassurance we thought we had is taken 
away?  
You have to admire the boldness of the author who put this story in the narrative 
and the biblical editors who placed Genesis, with this story intact, at the beginning 
of the Bible. From the beginning believers are asked if we want to worship a God of 
mystery; a God who is outside any little box we might want to put God into. 
Previously Abraham had failed at crucial moments to trust God. Still, God did not 
give up on him. Now Abraham can’t fudge – will he trust God despite the 
catastrophic demand being placed on him?   
Christians see the son’s obedience to his father Abraham (read the full story in 
Genesis 22) as a reflection of Jesus’ willingness to accept death for our salvation. 
Paul underlines God’s generosity when he reflects on Jesus’ death as a sign of 
how far God would go to prove God’s love for us. God does not hold for back for us 
even what is most precious to God.  
The gospel account of the Transfiguration shines further light on Jesus and his 
relationship to the Father. Jesus is uniquely God’s son. He died on the cross to 
prove something to us, not at God’s hands, but at the hands of sinful people. Jesus 
embodied God’s love and his death revealed just how far God would go to show us 
that love. He was executed because he was faithful and obedient to the mission 
God gave him. He would not stop proclaiming God’s love for sinners and outcasts, 
even at the cost of his life. Jesus’ death on the cross showed the hold sin has on 
the world, that it would kill a totally innocent man who preached God’s love in 
words and actions.  

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjNzq6Mls_iAhWDF3IKHS0eDJ8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fya-webdesign.com%2Fexplore%2Flogo-instagram-facebook-twitter-png%2F&psig=AOvVaw1oa1rfef-YXzuymsNQioZ5&ust=155971519689


God raised the Son from death to show us that love is stronger than sin and death. The Transfiguration points to the suffering and 
risen Christ, God’s promise that God would hold nothing back to show God’s love for us. A voice from the cloud directs the disciples, 
“This is my beloved Son, listen to him.” Listen to what? What Jesus had already told them and would repeat: that he would suffer 
much and anyone willing to follow him must accept suffering in his name. Who would not want to follow and stay close to a master 
who could shine so, whose life was confirmed by powerful signs and by a heavenly voice?  
But on the way down the mountain the one who shone before them told them not to tell others about their experience until he rose 
from the dead. The light the apostles experienced on the mountain prefigured the resurrection. Peter, who often speaks for the 
others, did not get it. But the light and then the resurrection would enable the disciples to have hope, as they too would take up the 
cross to follow their master. But two steps lay ahead: first he was going to suffer 
and die and then rise from the dead. They too would share in the glory on the 
mountain; but they first had to experience his suffering and then they would come 
to have a new, transfigured life for themselves.   
Today we find Peter, James and John a long way from the water where they 
previously spent their days, until Jesus called them to follow him. They were a long 
way from their families and friends, from the daily and familiar lives they once 
knew and where they felt quite at home. Following Jesus up the mountain took 
them out of their world. On the mountain another change took place because 
Jesus was no longer the companion they thought they knew. First his clothes 
changed to “dazzling white,” then heroes from the past, Elijah and Moses, 
appeared and began to talk with him. What did they speak about? Was it his 
coming suffering and death which he had already begun to teach his disciples 
(8:31 ff)?    
The disciples were taken by surprise, what could they say at such a moment? 
Peter makes an offer to build three tents to commemorate the event. Was he also 
hinting at a desire to stay there on a mountaintop where the three has seen a 
vision, and where they would be safe from what the future would bring?    
Because of the resurrection we disciples have hope, sometimes impossible-
seeming hope in God’s fierce and sacrificial love for us. God asks us to do what 
God has done for us, offer ourselves in trust, despite any current trials we may be 
enduring that try to draw us away from our hope in God. Lent invites us again to 
surrender to God’s love, as Abraham was willing to do, despite the seeming-
contradiction he found himself in.  
                        Artwork: Lewis Bowman “Transfiguration”.  



SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for 
Michael Allan, Patricia Ashton, Leigh 
Boulcher, James Burke, Diane Busutil, Carlo 
Campana, Bernard Clark, Jacqui & Emile 
Cloete & family, Glen Dixon, Peter Freeman, 
Irene Garland, Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli, 
Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, Jean Hokin, 
Veronica James, Denis McEnery, Terezia 
Meleg, Maureen Miners, Pat Moy, Stephen 
Murray, Josie Nicolas, Eileen O’Neill, 
Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne Owens, 
Les Pierce, Phyllis Pola, William Sheehan, 
Peter Smith, Andrew Supple, Olivia Tonner, 
Warren Wilson, Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, 
the sick of our Parish and all in need of 
God’s healing Spirit.  

DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the recently 
deceased and for friends and relatives whose 

anniversaries occur at this time:  Leon Grioli, 
Antonia Busuttil, Barry Smith, Elizabeth 
Tansey. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 

FUNERALS 
Last week we celebrated the funeral of Carlo 
Campana who has died in Christ.  
Let us remember his family and friends in our 
prayers this week. 

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings 

 SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2021 - Thank you to all families who have enrolled for 

the three Sacraments of Penance, Confirmation and First Holy Communion.   
This weekend, at all Masses throughout the Parish, there will be a Rite of Enrolment for 
enrolled families, and children will be presented with the Penitential Rite and Sacramental 
sashes.  We welcome those children who have nominated to assist in the Ministry of 
Apprenticeship in various roles during Mass, such as Welcoming, Altar Serving, Collecting 
and Music. Please hold these families in your prayers as we welcome them into the 
Parish Community. 

 
 CARE and CONCERN is in dire need of volunteers to drive elderly citizens to medical 

appointments. This service has proven to be invaluable to our elderly, but unfortunately 
Care and Concern is no longer able to provide this service due to a lack of volunteers.  If 
you are interested in giving a few hours of your time each week as a driver, or half a day 
each month as an organizer, or both, we would be very grateful.  Care and Concern also 
provides hospitality service after funerals and Anointing Masses.  Help is needed with 
catering and serving at these functions.  Please contact Di Taylor 0438 877059, Brigid 
San 0413 372257 or the Care and Concern office 5576 6318.  Alternatively you are 
welcome to email at care.concern.burleigh@gmail.com 

 
 PARISH LUNCHEON - Thursday 4 March, Burleigh Sports Club, Christine Avenue.  

Seated by 11.45am for 12 midday meal order.  All welcome.  Please phone Michelle - 
0409 057346. 

 
 PRAYER GROUP - Each Friday, 1 - 2.30pm, Infant Saviour meeting room.  New 

parishioners welcome.  Please phone Doreen 0409 057346 for more information. 
 
 CHILDREN'S MASS - Every 4th Sunday of the Month at 10am Mass, Mary, Mother of 

Mercy, Burleigh Waters the Mass will be specifically dedicated to a Children’s Mass and 
Liturgy. The Readings and Homily will be for the children.  

 

 CHILDREN'S LITURGY - MUDGEERABA - Primary school aged children are 

welcome to join Children's Liturgy during 8.30am Mass at St Benedict's each Sunday. 
 
 PLAYGROUP - Mother Effect Gold Coast - meets each Tuesday from 9am - 11am at 

Mary, Mother of Mercy Community Centre.  Donation $2.  A safe environment that 
provides support for both mums and children.  mothereffectgc@gmail.com 

 
 PLANNED GIVING - The Archdiocese has upgraded its electronic banking 

details.  Below are the new codes and BSB. I thank you for all your generosity and 
prayerful support.  Padre   

Please note the new account details:  BSB:  064 786;  A/c No:  100010144.  

Reference:  Planned Giving/Surname. 

We welcome today Mr Andrew Finch from 
Caritas Australia. 

Margret is a teacher at a 
vocational school for deaf 
students in the Solomon 

Islands that suffered long-term water 
shortages and damage from Tropical 
Cyclone Harold. With Caritas Australia’s 
support, Margret’s school installed water 
tanks, repaired cyclone damage and 
implemented COVID-19 prevention 
measures, and is now planning to boost food 
security. 
Please donate to Project 
Compassion and help people 
living with disabilities in the 
Solomon Islands gain access 
to education and clean water. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Monday, 8.30am - Calvary Church, Miami (Mass 9am) 
Tuesday, 7am - Mary, Mother of Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters (Mass 7.30am) 

Wednesday, 5pm - Our Lady of the Way Church, Palm Beach (Mass 5.30pm) 
Thursday, 5pm - St Benedict's Church, Mudgeeraba (Mass 5.30pm) 
 

SUNG EVENING PRAYER  -  Friday, 6pm, Infant Saviour Church, Burleigh Heads 

ANOINTING MASS 
On the first Friday of each month the 
Parish will celebrate an Anointing Mass 
at 10am in Mary, Mother of Mercy 
Church. All are welcome and to stay for 
a cuppa after (COVID SAFE).  
Next Anointing Mass Friday 5

th
 March.  

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2021 
“Building on a Strong Foundation” by Vanuatu Country  

World Day of Prayer, a global ecumenical movement of informed 
prayer and prayerful action, began in the 19th century. Christian 
women of the USA and Canada initiated activities in support of 
women’s involvement in mission at home and overseas. In 1926 
a worship service was distributed to many countries and partners 
in mission. The response world-wide was enthusiastic: the call 
was issued for a World Day of Prayer. Today World day of 
Prayer involves people in a day of prayer in over 170 countries 
on the 1st Friday of March. The service has a theme prepared by 
an ecumenical committee in a different country. In this way those 
who take part in the prayer services come to know how people of 
other countries, cultures and languages understand the Biblical 
passages from their cultural viewpoint and circumstances. They 
hear of the joys, concerns and needs of other people and pray 
for them.   

The painting titled “Cyclone Pam II: 13 March, 2015” by Juliette Pita. This is the theme image 
for this year’s World Day of Prayer. The painting shows a mother bending and praying over her 
child. The waves crash over her but a palm tree bends protectively over them. The palm tree is 
Juliette’s favourite tree with strong roots able to withstand strong winds. The woman's skirt is 
modeled after the traditional clothing on Erromango. On the horizon you can see small crosses 
representing the lives taken by cyclone Pam in 2015. During the cyclone, Juliette and 
neighbours took refuge in a container. Pam had moved to Vanuatu overnight and people could 
not see anything - they could only pray. In the morning they climbed out of the container to see 
that almost everything was destroyed. There was a hut behind Juliette’s studio, built 
traditionally using palm trees, and it withstood the cyclone with big trees above it deflecting the 
wind. Juliette believes God heard their prayers and that nature protected them that night. 



 

Kyrie 
 
Lord, have mercy.             R.  Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy.            R.  Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. Kyrie, Christe. R.  Lord, have mercy. 
                             Kyrie, Christe. 
 
Psalm Response: 
 
I will walk in the presence of the Lord 
in the land of the living. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: 

Sanctus 

Lamb of God 

Communion:  The Eucharist Song 
 
This is my body, take now and share. 
Deep in the memory of my own prayer. 
 
This is my blood, come drink and live. 
In all completeness this power I give. 
 
You are my people, my chosen friends, 
come share the Spirit my Father sends. 
 
And hold within you, in constant hope, 
my peaceful presence, gift of my heart. 
 
© 1979, Frank Andersen, Chevalier Press 

 
Children's Mass  -  This Is My Body 
 
This is my body, take now and eat. 
Do this now in memory of me. 
This is my blood - God's covenant is sealed. 
Drink of this cup now - in memory of me. 

Music for this Sunday  

I Have Loved You 
 
  I have loved you with an everlasting love, 
  I have called you - and you are mine; 
  I have loved you with an everlasting love, 
  I have called you - and you are mine. 
 
Seek the face of the Lord and long for him: 
he will bring you his light and his peace. 
 
Seek the face of the Lord and long for him: 
he will bring you his joy and his hope. 
 
Seek the face of the Lord and long for him: 
he will bring you his care and his love.  
© 1979, Michael Joncas, New Dawn Music 
 
Recessional:    
 
Behold The Glory Of God 
 
  Behold the glory of God, 
  the day-star arising. 
  Christ Jesus shines on the earth, 
  with mercy enduring. 
 
Night of hope, night of glory divine 
darkness conquered evermore. 
Christ triumphant shines on the earth 
with joy that endures. 
 
Dance for joy all you angels of God, 
let the pow'rs of heav'n exult. 
All creation, join now in song: 
"Salvation is won!" 
 
Let the earth in its beauty rejoice, 
radiant as the morning sky. 
Chains of death lie shattered this night 
Christ's vict'ry complete. 
 
© 1990, Robert O'Connor, OCP Publications 

 
Children's Mass  -  Hearts On Fire 

 

 
 

We come from ancient dreamtime,  
from the bush, or by the sea. 
We come from a thousand city streets. 
We are the rich and lowly, we are the poor and strong. 
We come to share this moment,  
gathering here, singing one song.  
With our hearts on fire with the love of Jesus. 
Hearts on fire, let's spread the Word. 
Hearts on fire, feel the spirit blazing. 
Hearts on fire, called to live the Good News in this land. 
Setting hearts on fire, with our hearts on fire,  
setting hearts on fire.  
We are the voice of Jesus, we are his heart and hands. 
We are his body in our land.   
Stand up!  Live the story, to all the world proclaim. 
Go out!  to all creation, lighting the fire,  
fanning the flames.  
© 1999, Michael Mangan, Litmus Productions 


