BURLEIGH HEADS CATHOLIC PARISH
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PARISH OFFICE: Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm

First Sunday of Advent

3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters

28 November, 2021

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads]

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au
Phone:
5576 6466 [also for After Hours]
e-mail:
burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM:
Fr Morgan Batt - Parish Priest
Fr Jack Ho - Parochial Vicar
Parish Business & Finance Manager
Neil Segerdahl - manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc, Maree Wright
Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom, OAM

Parish Weekly Diary....
Saturday 27 November
8.00am
4.15pm
5.00pm
5.15pm
6.00pm

Mass - Burleigh Heads
Reconciliation - Miami
Mass - Miami
Reconciliation - Palm Beach
Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday 28 November
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am
5.00pm
5.30pm

Mass - Burleigh Heads
Mass - Palm Beach
Mass - Mudgeeraba
Mass - Miami
Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)
Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters
Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)

Monday 29 November
30th Anniversary of Fr Morgan Batt's Ordination

9.00am

Mass - Miami

Tuesday 30 November
St Andrew

7.30am

Mass - Burleigh Waters

Wednesday 1 December
St Edmund Campion

5.30pm

Mass - Palm Beach

Thursday 2 December
5.15pm Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba
5.30pm Mass - Mudgeeraba
Friday 3 December - St Francis Xavier
10.00am Anointing Mass - Burleigh Waters
(live-streamed)

Saturday 4 December - St John Demascene
8.00am
9.00am
4.15pm
5.00pm
5.15pm
6.00pm

Mass - Burleigh Heads
Reflection Day and Labyrinth
Reconciliation - Miami
Mass - Miami
Reconciliation - Palm Beach
Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday 5 December
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am
5.00pm
5.30pm

Mass - Burleigh Heads
Mass - Palm Beach
Mass - Mudgeeraba
Mass - Miami
Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)
Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters
Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)

Year C: Jer 33:14-16; 1 Thess 3:12-4:2; Lk 21:25-28,34-36
next week's Readings: Baruch 5:1-9; Phil 1:4-6,8-11; Lk 3:1-6

"Lord knows!" It’s a shorthand response when we are
asked a question and don’t have an answer, or even a
clue. "When will the pandemic end?" "Lord knows!"
"When will the Cowboys win another final?" "Lord knows!"
As we begin the Advent season we recall more serious
and persistent questions: "When will there be justice on
the earth? When will wars cease and military weapons be
melted down to farm equipment to feed the hungry? What
is this vaccine about? Why are people being sacked or coerced? When will the
poorest countries get the vaccine? When will Christ return to bring about the
fullness of God’s kingdom?" "Lord knows!" We may not have the answers to
these questions, but God seems to have a plan not to let bad things go on and
on. God will do something about the way the world seems tilted in favour of the
already-powerful and abusive.
The gospel promises that Jesus will return. Some people have tried, through
calculations, supposedly based on biblical revelation, to precise the exact day of
his return. They probably read today’s gospel and observed events on earth –
pandemics, earthquakes, wars, tidal waves, global warming, eclipses of the sun
and moon, etc. and figured they knew precisely the moment of Jesus’s arrival.
There were numerous reports that the COVID pandemic was the final plague
before Jesus returns. They were wrong; we are still waiting. Obviously the
biblical description of Jesus’ return isn’t meant for people prone to mathematical
calculations. Instead, it speaks to our hope and what we do while we wait.
Because of their faith Luke’s community was enduring terrible suffering and was
anxious to see the end of it all with Jesus’ immediate return. They were
disappointed. If he had returned those first Christians could have said to their
contemporaries, "See, we told you so!" They would have looked less foolish in
their faith. Instead, they had to hold on to their belief despite the negative signs
they were enduring – persecution, ridicule and their own doubts.
And what about us? We are still waiting. Does our faith also seem gullible and
naïve to our unbelieving world? To our neighbours and co-workers? To our
families? If Jesus doesn’t come back soon how can we prove the validity of our
faith to observers? While Jesus has not returned to draw the final curtain, still
one proof that he is already with his church are the signs of his presence. Jesus
may be a long time in coming, but he certainly is already present when his
disciples mirror his extraordinary acts like: forgiving the offender; dedicating their
lives to caring for the poor and infirmed; challenging world powers to pursue
peace; sharing the vaccine with the neediest nations; raising a good family under
stressful conditions; speaking up to local and national governments for just
legislation; struggling to get a health plan for the poor etc.
These are just some ways we can practice what Jesus tells us in today’s gospel,
"Be vigilant at all times and pray...," until he returns. That’s how people will know
the already-presence of Christ in the world – by the powerful signs at work in his
disciples. As he instructed us, we will practice vigilance till he returns and be on
the watch for ways to put into action the faith we profess here in church today.
Does that disappoint us; leave us feeling let down? Where is the spectacular
return Jesus promised? We need to open the eyes of our faith and see. There
have been Christians whose faith has shown Christ in splendour for all to see:
Archbishop Romero, Dorothy Day, Thomas Merton, St. John Paul II (especially
in his courageous, infirmed last days), Eileen O’Connor, Mary of the Cross
Mackillop etc. In a way their lives were spectacular, similar to the gospel’s
description of Jesus’s return – brilliant and obvious to anyone who saw or heard
them. ("And then you will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and
great glory.")
continued next page ...

Nevertheless, everyday Christians live quiet lives that witness to the "great glory" that reflects Jesus’ presence. We live our
calling as disciples, hoping our behaviour reflects his kingdom already present in the world. If we all lived faithful lives of daily
discipleship, we would be a powerful force for the transformation of the world. Would that hasten Jesus’ spectacular return? "Lord
knows!" But it certainly would show his already-presence with us.
What comes through the gospel’s dire warnings is that, whether our personal or universal world comes to an end, we must be
vigilant and "stand before the Son of Man"; do what we must to maintain our faith and keep our focus on Christ. We trust that our
God is in charge, not only over our final days, but each and every day till the "Son of Man returns." At that time our confidence in
God will be confirmed. Meanwhile we will not be defeated by evil or catastrophe since we have placed our trust in a faithful God
who, as Jeremiah has described, fulfils promises. That
may be why Luke doesn’t emphasize the negative
aspects, but the glory of the returning Christ.
Today Luke directs us to the future when God’s promises
will come to completion and Jesus returns. But we ought
not live in the future, though these pre-Christmas days do
tend to be overloaded with planning and worrying about
how we will celebrate the holidays in a post-pandemic,
but deeply wounded world. Instead we are invited to have
hope in the future, but invest our energies in the present.
Each day we work and look for the coming of Christ in all
the events and challenges that constitute our lives.
Artwork: “The Last Judgment” by Michelangelo

XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops
In March 2020, Pope Francis announced that the theme for the XVI Ordinary General Assembly
Synodal Church of the Synod of Bishops would be “For a Synodal Church: Communion,
Participation and Mission”.
The journey towards the celebration of the Synod in October 2023 will solemnly open on
October 9-10, 2021 in Rome, and on October 17 in each particular Church.
On September 7, 2021, the preparatory document and the vademecum (handbook) for the
synodal journey were released. With the convocation of the Synod of Bishops on the themes of
communion, participation and mission, Pope Francis invites the entire Church to reflect on a
theme that is decisive for its life and mission: “It is precisely this path of synodality which God
expects of the Church of the third millennium. This journey, which follows in the wake of the
Church’s ‘renewal’ proposed by the Second Vatican Council, is both a gift and a task.”
DIOCESAN CONSULTATION PHASE
All Catholics are invited to take part in the diocesan consultation process to promote a sense of communion and journeying
together.
You can make your submission to the Synod of Bishops by going to the link below. These responses will be sent to your
diocese to form part of the diocesan contribution to the Synod of Bishops.
https://www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch?mc_cid=2a318c2bd1&mc_eid=1ea8c10023

POSTION – PARISH SECRETARY
The Burleigh Catholic Parish is seeking a part-time Parish Secretary (Monday, Tuesday, Friday) – phone and office management,
data input, registry input, computer work with publisher (weekly newsletter) and excel. Be able to answer phones with empathy,
and take initiative within a team environment in the Parish Office with so many other jobs that are needed each week. The
successful applicant will need to be Blue Card and Safe Guarding compliant and COVID Vaccinated. Please contact the Parish
Office (burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au) with your CV by 15th December. A short list will be made and interviews conducted employment hopefully to begin early in 2022.
Padre

ALL ARE WELCOME

Please join us as we present our

Festival of Carols and Readings

Christmas Cards, with
Mass Times, now
available.
Please take and distribute
around your family,
friends and neighbours.

of the Christmas Story.
Friday 17 December 7pm,
Mary, Mother of Mercy
BYO picnic rug, folding chair and a family share plate.
A light supper will be provided in the undercover area
of Marymount (adjacent to the church)
with nibbles, traditional Christmas cake, shortbread,
tea, coffee and cordial
So come along and join us as we share the Christmas
story followed by a carols sing along during supper.

FUNERALS
Artwork by Billy
- Yr 3 Marymount

Last week we celebrated the funeral of Peter Balzen
who has died in Christ. Let us remember his family
and friends in our prayers this week.

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS


CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON will be held on Thursday 2 December, 11.30am at
Burleigh Sports Club. $25 includes a lucky door prize, 2 course luncheon, treats
and presents. Phone Doreen 5534 2767 to pre-pay and book.



PLANNED GIVING - Thank you for the generosity and support of all who
contribute to the Parish Planned Giving. Details for electronic banking are as
follows:
BSB: 064 786; A/c No: 100010144. Reference: Planned Giving/Surname.



CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS - Fourth Sunday of each Month, 10am,
Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters the Mass will be specifically dedicated to
a Children’s Mass and Liturgy. The Readings and Homily will be for the children.

Your prayers have been requested for Michael Allan,
Patricia Ashton, Brent Bennett, Leigh Boulcher,
James Burke, Diane Busutil, Bernard Clark, Jacqui &
Emile Cloete & family, Peter Freeman, Irene
Garland, Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli, Vera Havlik,
Jean Hokin, Anne Lord, Denis McEnery, Terezia
Meleg, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie Nicolas,
Eileen O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Sean
Roche, Anne Owens, Phyllis Pola, Maureen Reti,
Peter Smith, Andrew Supple, Olivia Tonner, Graham
Zendler, Norah Zipf, the sick of our Parish and all in
need of God’s healing Spirit.

DECEASED
Masses have been requested for the recently deceased
and for friends and relatives whose anniversaries
occur at this time: Lee Cleary, June Heggie, Peter

Balzen, Alice & Patrick Shannon, Frank Kennedy,
Kathleen Walton, Patrick Brims, Elmer Pesebre,
Alan Bugeja, Vincent Bugeja, Tony Lyons.

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.

ANOINTING MASS
First Friday of each month,
10am Mary, Mother of Mercy
Cuppa after (COVID safe)

Next Anointing Mass
3 December.

Advent Retreat and Reflection Day Mary Mother of Mercy Church & Community Centre
As we journey through Advent, you are invited to take some time in silence and quietude, to prepare for the Feast of the
Incarnation. We will spend a day in quiet reflection, pondering our true identity in God - we are God's glorious creation, in whom
God delights. During the day there will be opportunities for communal prayer, quiet reflection and meditative walking. We will also
engage in a reflective process to create a take home personal hand labyrinth as a tool for your own continuing meditation and
reflection. Saturday 4 December, 9am for 9.30am start. Finish by 3pm. Morning tea supplied. A donation of $25 is invited to
cover the cost of morning tea and supplied craft materials. Please BYO lunch, water bottle, hat, and sunscreen, plus a journal
and pen (optional). Please register by Tuesday 30 November - Sue Thomas sue@suethomas.net.au or text 0428597264
with name and contact details. Or call the Parish Office to leave your name and contact details.

Music for this Sunday
Gathering: Prepare The Way
There was a man of God whose name was John.
He came to speak for the light.
The voice of one in the wilderness:
"Prepare the way of the Lord."
Prepare the way of the Lord.
Prepare the way of the Lord.
Prepare the way of the Lord.
Prepare the way of the Lord.
© 1981, Brian Boniwell, Spectrum Publications

Thanksgiving:

The Body Of Christ

This is the body of Christ,
blessed and broken for us,
blessed and given for us.
This is the body of Christ.
This is the bread of my love.
How I long to fill you with my life.
Drink from the cup of my blood.
Let my Spirit heal you deep within.

Psalm Response:

If you would live in my love,
hold my word, my promise in your heart.

To you, O God, I lift up my soul;
lift up my spirit to my Lord.
To you I lift up my soul.

Gathered as one in my name,
take my joy, my freedom to the world.

Gospel Acclamation:
Word of Justice, Alleluia;
Come to dwell here. Maranatha!
Word of mercy, Alleluia;
Live among us. Maranatha!
Word of power, Alleluia;
Live within us. Maranatha!
Word of freedom, Alleluia;
Save your people. Maranatha!
Sanctus

© 2000, Brian Boniwell

Recessional:
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel!
O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
who ord'rest all things mightily;
to us the path of knowledge show,
and teach us in her ways to go.
Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727411

For the Kids ...

Lamb Of God

