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BURLEIGH HEADS - INFANT SAVIOUR CHURCH, 4 Park Av, Burleigh Heads
PALM BEACH - OUR LADY OF THE WAY CHURCH - Eleventh Ave, Palm Beach
MIAMI - CALVARY CHURCH - Redondo Av, Miami
MUDGEERABA - ST. BENEDICT'S CHURCH - Wallaby Dr, Mudgeeraba
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PARISH OFFICE: Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters
[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads]

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au
Phone:
5576 6466 [also for After Hours]
e-mail:
burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM:
Fr Morgan Batt - Parish Priest
Fr Jacob Kalu - Parochial Vicar
Parish Business & Finance Manager
Mr Neil Segerdahl - manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc, Maree Wright
Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom
Parish Youth Minister - Darcy Rogers

Parish Weekly Diary....
Monday, 30 December
9.00am Mass - Miami
Tuesday, 31 December
St Sylvester
7.30am Mass - Burleigh Waters
6.30pm Brazilian Catholic Community - Miami
Wednesday, 1 January
Mary, the Holy Mother of God
7.00am Mass - Miami
9.30am Mass - Ozanam Villa
5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach
Thursday, 2 January
Sts Basil the Great and Gregory
7.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
5.30pm Mass - Mudgeeraba
Friday, 3 January
The Most Holy Name of Jesus
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters
11.00am Funeral for Helen Crestani - Mudgeeraba
Saturday, 4 January
St Elizabeth AnnSeton
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
4.30pm Sacrament of Penance - Miami
5.30pm Sacrament of Penance - Palm Beach
5.45pm Sacrament of Penance - Burleigh Heads
Saturday, 4 January
The Epiphany of the Lord
Sat 5.00pm Mass - Miami
Sat 6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach
Sat 6.15pm Mass - Burleigh Heads
SUNDAY, 5 January
The Epiphany of the Lord
7.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
7.00am Mass - Palm Beach
8.30am Mass - Miami
8.30am Mass - Mudgeeraba
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters
5.00pm Sacrament of Penance - Burleigh Waters
5.30pm Mass - Burleigh Waters
MASS TIMES are available on our Website www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au/Masstimes

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
29 December, 2019
Year A: Sirach 3:2-6,12-14; Col 3:12-21; Mt 2:13-15,19-23
next week's Readings: Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3,5-6; Mt 2:1-12

A frail old man went to live with his son, daughter-in-law, and four-year old
grandson. The old man’s hands trembled, his eyesight was blurred, and his
step faltered. The family ate together at the table, but the elderly
grandfather's shaky hands and failing sight made eating difficult. Peas rolled
off his spoon onto the floor. When he grasped the glass, milk spilled on the
tablecloth. The son and daughter-in-law became irritated with the mess. “We
must do something about Grandfather,” said the son. “I’ve had enough
of his spilled milk, noisy eating, and food on the floor.” Therefore, the
husband and wife set a small table in the corner. There, Grandfather ate
alone while the rest of the family enjoyed dinner. Since grandfather had
broken a dish or two, his food was served in a wooden bowl. When the family
glanced in Grandfather's direction, sometimes he had a tear in his eye as he
sat alone. Still, the only words the couple had for him were sharp admonitions
when he dropped a fork or spilled food. The four-year-old watched it all in
silence. One evening before supper, the father noticed his son playing with
wood scraps on the floor. He asked the child sweetly, “What are you
making?” Just as sweetly, the boy responded, “Oh, I am making a little
bowl for you and Mum to eat your food in when I grow up.” The four-year
-old smiled and went back to work. The words so struck the parents that they
were speechless. Though no word was spoken, both knew what must be
done. That evening the husband took Grandfather's hand and gently led him
back to the family table. For the remainder of his days, he ate every meal with
the family. And for some reason, neither husband nor wife seemed to care
any longer when a fork was dropped, milk spilled, or the tablecloth soiled.
What is this feast of the Holy Family? How do we make sense of it? The
Feast of the Holy Family is not just about the Holy Family, but about our own
families too. The main purpose of the Feast is to present the Holy Family as
the model for all Christian families. In today's Gospel we catch glimpses of
the Holy Family which reflect the difficulties we all face in our own families.
The Flight into Egypt that we hear about suggests that we should consider to
what extent the love, unity and even survival of our own families are under
threat. Are there precautionary measures to be taken before it is too late?
Family life is something precious. Those near to us should be dear to us and
we to them. Is our Family life worth fighting for? Family life needs fighting for.
And most certainly, praying for.
So, what we are celebrating today is that the God who created the institution
of the family, despite its shortcomings, chose to transform it through the
Incarnation and make it one of the ways by which he saved us. We can learn
in the example of the Holy Family that, despite all our failures and difficulties,
we too are called to become 'holy' through living out God's word in the midst
of our families.
We still have Christmas cribs in full view in our churches and under our
Christmas trees at home. They depict idyllic scenes that fit well with almost
everyone’s favourite carol, "Silent Night, Holy Night" – "all is calm, all is
bright." Really? Today’s gospel suggests anything but "calm and bright" for
the Holy Family. What they are experiencing is more about turmoil, fear and
haste.
Matthew’ Gospel this Sunday moves us quickly from the stable of Jesus’
birth, to the visit of the Magi and then rapidly to today’s scene – the need for
Jesus’ parents to flee to protect their child. Today’s passage, with its strong
continued next page ...

undertones of the dangers the Christ Child faces, suggests
the threats to his life he will encounter when he is an adult.
What drastic steps Jesus’ parents must take to keep the child
out of Herod’s hands! Imagine how difficult it must have been
for this simple couple to break family and village ties, take the
child and flee to a foreign land. And yet this scene is played
out every day around our global village. We can also draw
images from the newspapers, television and Internet of
families doing the same things today all over the world:
fleeing civil war, natural disasters, cruel oppression in their
land, or the need to cross borders and take boats illegally to
find work to support and feed their families. Today could
easily be dedicated as the feast of refugees and migrant
families, for God’s heart is squarely in the midst of these poor
and rejected families who have had to uproot themselves, as
Jesus’ family did, just to survive.
What Matthew makes clear in today’s account is that God is
concerned and is guiding this family – just as God protected
and guided the people of Israel out of the grip of previous
tyrants. This should not surprise us because the infancy
narrative and indeed, all scripture, is one continuous story of
God’s love and concern for society’s least. The Holy Family
symbolizes God’s hopes for the well-being of all families,
especially those victimized by outside oppressive forces.
Joseph and Mary exhibit what all families should: the loving
care and protection for their younger and more vulnerable
members. Tragically that is not always the case and there are
emotional and physically wounded members in our
congregations; people carrying hurts they received in their
homes that have stayed with them all their lives. The notion
of a "holy family" is a contradiction in terms for them. I
wonder if there couldn’t be a prayer for healing for such
families today, invoking the help of the Holy Family?
It’s not just families undergoing exceptional stress that
concern us today. "Ordinary families" , if ever there was such
a family, have more than enough pressure on them in their
daily lives. Many of our members are part of two-career
families. Many poor parents have more than one job.
Children also have early pressures on them to over achieve
and be involved in multiple extra school activities. Just having
a dinner with all the family members around the table
together may be more the exception than the rule of modern
family life.

earthly king is put aside because the true King of the Jews
has been born. The Magi had been searching for the King of
the Jews and they found him. Matthew links Jesus to David,
for he is taken by his parents from Bethlehem, the home of
Israel’s shepherd king. Jesus leaves Israel for Egypt and we
are reminded of Moses, the infant, who was protected from
the murderous pharaoh. Events in Jesus’ life are not just
coincidental, for Matthew is following a "fulfilment theme"
throughout the gospel. Who Jesus is and what happens to
him are meant to remind the reader of the prophecies about
him. God has not forgotten the chosen people, their new king
has arrived.
Finally, this King of the Jews is not brought back from Egypt
in royal splendour and placed on a throne. When the danger
is past the family returns in obscurity to settle in Nazareth, an
insignificant village. Once again Matthew reminds us how
Jesus fulfils the Scriptures, "...so that what had been spoken
through the prophets might be fulfilled. He shall be called a
Nazorean." All through this narrative Matthew makes it clear
that through the angelic messengers, God is protecting this
new ruler of Israel.
At the beginning of Christianity believers met in each other’s
homes to pray and worship together. We were, what our
tradition calls, a "domestic church." Certainly in Jesus’ life
that was true. He was born a Jew and raised in a Jewish
family. Judging from what the Gospels tell us, this was a
devout family that followed the practices of the Jewish faith.
At home he first learned his Scriptures and religious values
and observed religious rituals. As devout Jews the family
would have prayed together. We Christians stress our
communal worship, especially our Sunday Eucharist. But we
are also encouraged to take our faith home with us. Thus, for
example, this past Advent season we had Advent wreaths in
our homes with accompanying prayers we could say with our
family. Most of our homes also display crucifixes, religious
images, statues, candles, holy water, etc. What we do
together on Sundays should have its roots in what we have
done together at home – sharing food, prayers and simple
rituals. In numerous ways we learn in our homes what we
express at each Sunday’s worship – that we are the Body of
Christ. What we begin in the church of our homes, we gather
here in church to express. We are a family who are nourished
by our God through Word, Sacrament and one another.
Blessings,

Padre

There are plenty of internal pressures on family life. What
Paul advises for the first Christians of Colossae would be
good advice for how family members should treat one
another.
"Put on, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,
heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience, bearing with one another; as the Lord has
forgiven you, so must you also do."
The biblical reader will note how Matthew depicts Jesus.
Jesus is reprising the history of his people, especially the
chief events of Israel’s past leaders and patriarchs, David and
Moses. Matthew briefly dispatches Herod from the story. One
Pastoral Care (Spiritual Care) Team Leader at Robina Hospital – paid position now available 8 hrs per week. The hours would
need to be spread over two mornings per week, rather than one full day.
Duties would include but not be limited to: Be a strong and reliable Catholic presence in Robina hospital; Be identifiable to staff as having a
leadership presence; Communicate proactively with the Spiritual Care Coordinator and Allied Health Director (GCHS) as required; Be a ‘go
to’ person for the pastoral care team at Robina for any issues for general pastoral support; Communicate directly with the Director, Pastoral
Ministries on any relevant matters; Communicate with the Burleigh Heads Parish Priest as required; Attend GCHS Spiritual Care Interfaith
meetings; Coordinate and oversee the placement of trainee pastoral carers at Robina hospital; Assist and support trainees during practical
placement; Complete documentation with trainee as required in supervision document; Overall ensure that Pastoral Care at Robina Hospital
is running smoothly; an open and dynamic relationship is in operation with all stakeholders at all times, Fulfil all necessary Archdiocesan and
Gold Coast Health Care Services requirements (police check, blue card, medicals, training etc).
This might seem a large role but not all actions are happening together at any one time. Please contact Burleigh Parish Office with interest.
Applications Close 8th January 2020.

Parish News and Happenings
BAPTISMS

NEW YEAR MASS

We welcome to our faith community
Harriet, Fintan, James, Olivia and Henrik
who were baptised last week.

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
1 January 2020

FUNERALS

7am - Miami
9.30am - Ozanam Villa
5.30pm - Palm Beach

Last week we celebrated the funeral of
Terence James Miners who has died in
Christ. Let us remember his family and
friends in our prayers this week.

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings

Solemnity of Mary Mother of God
During the Twelve Days of Christmas, the Catholic Church celebrates many important feasts,
including the feasts of Saint Stephen, the first martyr (December 26), whose martyrdom is
recorded in Acts 6-7; Saint John the Apostle (December 27), who wrote the Gospel of John
and the Book of Revelation, as well as three epistles; the Holy Innocents (December 29), the
children who were slaughtered at the order of King Herod, when he was trying to kill the Christ
Child; and the Holy Family (normally celebrated on the Sunday after Christmas, and on
December 30, when Christmas falls on a Sunday). None, however, is as important as the feast
celebrated on the octave (eighth day) of Christmas, January 1: the Solemnity of Mary, the
Mother of God.
Quick Facts About the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God - Date: January 1; Type of
Feast: Solemnity; Readings: Numbers 6:22-27; Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:1621; Other Names for the Feast: The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God; the Solemnity
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God
The History of the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God
In the early centuries of the Church, once Christmas began to be celebrated as its own feast on
December 25 (having originally been celebrated with the Feast of the Epiphany, on January 6),
the Octave (eighth day) of Christmas, January 1, took on a special meaning. In the East, and
throughout much of the West, it became common to celebrate a feast of Mary, the Mother of
God, on this day. This feast was never established in the universal calendar of the Church,
however, and a separate feast, celebrating the Circumcision of Our Lord Jesus Christ (which
would have taken place a week after His birth), eventually took hold of January 1. With the
revision of the liturgical calendar at the time of the introduction of the Novus Ordo, the Feast of
the Circumcision was set aside, and the ancient practice of dedicating January 1 to the Mother
of God was revived—this time, as a universal feast.
What does the Solemnity signify? God-Bearer
One of the earliest titles given by Christians to the Blessed Virgin was Theotokos—"Godbearer." We celebrate her as the Mother of God, because, in bearing Christ, she bore the
fullness of the Godhead within her. As we begin another year, we draw inspiration from the
selfless love of the Theotokos, who never hesitated to do the will of God. And we trust in her
prayers to God for us, that we might, as the years pass, become more like her.
O Mary, Mother of God, pray for us!

Psalm Responses for Weekday Masses this week:

Monday: Let heaven and earth exult in joy!
Tuesday: Let heaven and earth exult in joy!
Wednesday: May God bless us in his mercy.
Thursday: All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.
Friday: All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.
Saturday: All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.
SAINT THERESE OF LISIEUX - BURLEIGH PARISH AND AUSTRALIAN VISIT
The relics of St Thérèse of Lisieux and her parents Sts Louis and Zélie Martin – will be
touring Australia for the first time in 18 years.
The relics will travel to Brisbane Parishes, then to Gympie and Caboolture, Ormiston,
before visiting Burleigh Heads Parish (February 13-14).

Please connect at Faceboook - BurleighCatholicParish
We have 40,000 views a week on average.
A great place to learn about the Catholic faith, current events and feast days.

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for
Beverley Aliprandi, Michael Allan, Noreen
Andersen, Patricia Ashton, Glenys Bailey,
Ida Elda Bonke, Leigh Boulcher, Peter
Briggs, William Buckley, Lily Burgstaller,
James Burke, Diane Busutil, Joyce Cabral,
Jan Carmont, Brenda Carr, Stephen
Cochrane, John Costigan, Fr Des
Fitzgerald,
Angelita
Freda,
Norma
Greenland, Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli,
Vera Havlik, Cheryl Hingerty, Jean Hokin,
Norman Ingle, Stuart Ingram, Veronica
James, Clive Andrew Lang, Darren
Lemon, Denis McEnery, Anne McInnes,
Fay & Dennis McGreevy, Margaret
Merrotsy, John Mooney, Pat Moy, Stephen
Murray, Josie Nocolas, Mary O'Brien, Sr
Annette O'Connor, Paul O'Connor, Eileen
O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne
Owens, Maureen Pocock, Phyllis Pola,
William Sheehan, Peter Smith, Pacing
Soriano, Isaac Stafrace, Andrew Supple,
Luke Thorpe, Lourdes Toledo, Nemcio
Toledo, Sarra Tyler, Dan Wilson, Graham
Zendler, Norah Zipf, the sick of our Parish
and all in need of God’s healing Spirit.

DECEASED
Masses have been requested for the
recently deceased and for friends and
relatives whose anniversaries occur about
this time: Helen Crestani, Terry Miners,

Tom Hill, Betty O'Meara, Mary Nolan,
Paul Gamin, Terry Green, Francis Morris,
Patrick Farrell, Cyris Davern, Eden Elise
Helmrich, Julia & Leon Grioli, Elvira &
Gerald Caruana, McGarry and Hanson
families

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.

PLANNED GIVING LAST WEEK -



CODE:

 = very good;
 = good;
 = hangin’ in there;
 = help!
Counting roster this week: Burleigh Heads

2018 EXPENSES:
Formation - $5,400.00

The Recovery Course is a Christcentred 12 step course for
people with any sort of addiction
or compulsive behaviour.
Recovery Course resumes on Monday 3
February at 6.30pm in Infant Saviour meeting
room. New people are welcome to join the
group at any time.

Enquiries Damien Kinnear - 0401 313258 kinneark@bigpond.net.au

Liturgical Music for Holy Family
INTRODUCTORY RITES:

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST:

Gathering:

Communion:

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the new-born King;
peace on earth, and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all you nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the new-born King!"
Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ the everlasting Lord:
late in time behold him come,
offspring of the Virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the God-head see:
hail the incarnate deity,
pleased as man with us to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the new-born King!"
LITURGY OF THE WORD:
Psalm Response:

O Little Of Bethlehem
O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by
yet in the dark streets shineth
the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.
For Christ is born of Mary,
and gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wond'ring love.
O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth!
And praises sing to God the King,
and peace to all on earth.
Thanksgiving:

The First Nowell

The first nowell, the angel did say,
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell,
born is the King of Israel.
They looked up and saw a star
shining in the east, beyond them far,
and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night.
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CONCLUDING RITES
Dismissal: Joy To The World

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST:

We proclaim your death, O Lord,
and profess your resurrection
until you come again.

PARISH PAY WAVE - In line with the Cathedral
and other Archdiocesan parishes we are introducing
a Sunday collection paywave point. We will trial the
paywave at Mercy Church before rolling out other
paywave stations in the rest of the communities.
The paywave is set at $10. All you need do is tap your card as you
leave church. Please look for the paywave station at the front door.
Thank you.
Padre and the Parish Finance Advisory Council

Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
let earth receive her King;
let ev'ry heart prepare him room,
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.
Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns:
let us, our songs employ;
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
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