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First Sunday of Advent 
29 November, 2020 

 
Year B:  Is 63:16-17,64:1,3-8'  ! Cor 1:3-9;  Mk 13:33-37  

next week's Readings:  Is 40:1-5,9-11;  2 Pet 3:8-14;  Mk 1:1-8 

Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 
Sunday 29 November  

7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads (120+ people) 
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach (150+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba (200+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Miami (200+ people) 
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
          (350+ people - live-streamed) 
5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (350+ people) 
 
Monday 30 November 
St Andrew the Apostle 
9.00am  Mass - Miami 
 
Tuesday 1 December  
7.30am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Wednesday 2 December   
8.00am  Morning Prayer of Divine Office 

5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Thursday 3 December   
St Francis Xavier 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba 
5.30pm  Mass - Mudgeeraba 
 
Friday 4 December  
10.00am   Mass  -  Burleigh Waters  
           (350+ people - live-streamed) 

6.00pm  Sung Evening Prayer - Burleigh Heads 
 
Saturday 5 December   
8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads (120+ people) 
4.15pm Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm Mass - Miami (200+ people) 
5.15pm Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach (150+ people) 
 
Sunday 6 December 

7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads (120+ people) 
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach (150+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba (200+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Miami (200+ people) 
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
          (350+ people - live-streamed) 
5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (350+ people) 
 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 
Fr Jacob Kalu  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom 

Parish Youth Minister - Darcy Rogers 

Even if you are only live streaming Mass these 
Sundays, have you noticed the changes today? 
Not just the hot weather. The stormy humid skies. 
Not the vestments from green to violet.  It is the 
first Sunday of Advent and we have shifted to 
Mark for the Sunday gospel readings. Mark is the 
earliest of the four Gospels and the shortest. It is 
only 16 chapters long, but it had a profound effect 
on the others. There is a great deal of emphasis 
in Mark on the suffering and death of Jesus and 
the call for disciples to follow him by taking up 
their cross. In the other Gospels Jesus promises 
blessings for those who give up houses and 
family for his sake. Only in Mark does Jesus 
indicate that with blessings there will also be 
persecutions (e.g. 10:30). Mark wrote his gospel 
around 70 A.D. and the consensus is that he wrote it for the church in Rome 
during Nero’s persecution. Like Mark’s first readers we find strength in God’s 
Word and the Eucharist to follow the way of our Master, denying self and 
taking up his cross of self-giving love. 
 
During Advent and Lent the Scripture readings are more thematic. Today’s 
emphasize watching and waiting. Especially during these pandemic-
threatened days, as we wait for a vaccine, we call out, "When are you coming 
to rescue us O Lord? Where are you? Why do you delay?" Jesus directs us, 
"Be watchful! Be alert!" For what? He urges us not to get discouraged in the 
overwhelming details and questions raised by these days, but to be ready to 
welcome him. How can we do that? We are doing that already as we try to 
prayerfully be attentive to the Word, respond to what we hear and watch for 
his entrance into our lives as we wait for his final return? 
 
Do the powers around us really have our best interests at heart? If these 
crisis days have taught us anything they have shown us the debilitating 
effects of political wrangling and selfish interests. Those powers seem 
demonic with intentions to rip apart the ties that should bind us to one another 
like: compassion, understanding, forgiveness and communal interests. Jesus 
urges us to keep awake lest we let those evil-intentioned powers break into 
our "house." What can we do this Advent to be faithful servants who have the 
responsibility for the household Jesus has left in our care? 
 
A big handicap to our spiritual growth is that we "doze off," that is, we live 
almost unconsciously. We are preoccupied by our routine and habitual lives 
and don’t notice opportunities to grow in awareness of what is happening in 
our world and immediately around us. If the pandemic has any good side-
effects, and who wants to admit anything good can come from this horror (!), 
it might have awakened us and made us more watchful for how and when the 
Lord is coming to us throughout the day – "whether in the evening, or at 
midnight, or at cock crow, or in the morning." 
 
I think Advent is a waiting room. Some of us need help for visible ailments, 
other needs lie below the surface, but affect others. Here we are waiting, not 
sure when help will come. But he did promise he would and that gives us 
hope. While we wait we’ll pray for ourselves and each other that we don’t give 
up and remain watchful and hopeful. 
 

continued next page ... 
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During Advent those able to gather in church will sing, "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel." The prayer goes back to the late fifth, 
or early sixth century. It was a time of marauding Vandals, Huns and other barbarians who were pillaging, killing and also 
"vandalizing" the great libraries of Europe. It was a prayer for the millions forced into exile – the hymn names them – "lonely 
exiles." Today another pillaging pandemic has invaded 
every country, race and class of people. We yearn to return 
to our Advent warm and comfortable churches. But instead 
these days we are joined to our ancestors in faith pleading, 
like them, for deliverance. Vikings are not at our gates 
coming to wreak havoc. Instead, the virus has forced its way 
into the very inner sanctums of our homes evoking fear and 
a sense of impotence. What shall we do? We pray as our 
ancestors in faith prayed, "O Come, O Come Emmanuel." 
 
Advent can seem like the "same old, same old." We’ve 
heard the stories and sung these hymns before. Maybe that 
is why the first gospel of this new season calls us to wake 
up. We will need help to do that. Today’s Psalm response 
can word our prayer for the beginning of Advent, "Lord make 
us turn to you: let us see your face and we shall be saved." 
 
        Artwork: “Three Angels”, from Marc Chagall’s advent series 

The Catholic Justice & Peace Commission of the Archdiocese of 
Brisbane has urged the Australian Government to put greater 
pressure on the Indonesian Government over continuing violence 
and arrests of Indigenous people in West Papua.  The call follows 
the arrest of over 50 Papuans attending a meeting to evaluate the 
special autonomy program and funding for West Papua on Tuesday 
17 November in the Papuan city of Merauke.  
 
The Commission’s executive officer, Peter Arndt, said that the 
Indonesian police and military in West Papua routinely prevent 
Papuans from expressing their political views peacefully.  
 
“A Catholic friend of mine who is a human rights defender was 
among those arrested in Merauke on Tuesday and I am very 
concerned about his safety and the safety of the others arrested,” 
Mr Arndt said.  “Many Papuan church and community groups have 
expressed their dissatisfaction with special autonomy which has 
been in place for 20 years,” he said.  “Indonesian security forces 
have stopped public demonstrations about special autonomy and 
arrested demonstrators over the course of this year,” he said.   
“This denial of political and civil rights has been happening for years 
in West Papua,” he said.  
 
“Add to this the shooting and killing of unarmed civilians, including 
both Catholic and Protestant pastors and church workers and you 
can see that West Papua is a human rights free zone and is in need 
of support from Australia and the rest of the world,” he said.  
 
Mr Arndt said that both Australia and Indonesia sit on the un human 
rights council.   
“The Indonesian government must end the systematic abuse of 
human rights in West Papua if it is to have any credibility as a 
member of the human rights council,” he said.  
 
“As a human rights council member, the Australian government 
must take the human rights situation in West Papua much more 
seriously and put stronger pressure on the Indonesian government 
to end the violence and other human rights violations being 
committed by its military and police,” he said.  

“We urge churches and other community organisations to put 
pressure on the Australian Government to take stronger action to 
end the violence and denial of basic freedoms in West Papua,” he 
said.   
“The Australian Defence Force and the Australian Federal Police 
both train and support their Indonesian counterparts and this cannot 
continue without a significant change in the way Indonesian security 
forces operate in West Papua, he added.  
 
The province of West Papua was separated from the western 
portion of the province of Papua in February 2003, initially under the 
name of West Irian Jaya (Irian Jaya Barat). In November 2004, an 
Indonesian court agreed that the split violated Papua's autonomy 
laws. However, the court ruled that because the new province had 
already been established, it should remain separate from Papua. 
The ruling also prohibited the creation of another proposed 
province, Central Irian Jaya, as that division had not yet been 
formalised. The split is in line with the general trend of provincial 
splits that is occurring in all parts of Indonesia in the post-Suharto 
era. 
 
The province changed its name to West Papua (Papua Barat) on 7 
February 2007. The new name applies from that date, but a plenary 
session of the provincial legislative council is required to legalise the 
change of name, and the government needs to issue an 
implementing regulation. 

 
 

CATHOLIC JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMISSION CALLS FOR 
AUSTRALIAN ACTION ON WEST PAPUAN ARRESTS 

  
Peter Arndt and the CJPC issued the following release on November 19, 2020:  

SIMBANG GABI FILIPINO CELEBRATION  
Mass will be celebrated Wednesday 16th December 4.30am in Mary, Mother of Mercy Church.  
Simbang Gabi is a Filipino Christmas tradition. It involves a dawn Mass about 16th December and Midnight 
Mass on the 24th December (other dawn Masses can be also held). This tradition was introduced by the 
Spanish friars to allow the farmers to hear Mass before going to the fields early in the morning. The Masses can 
start as early as 4 in the morning. Simbang Gabi is not just a tradition that is celebrated because the Filipinos 
need to do so; it is also the spiritual preparation for Christmas and commemorates the birth of Jesus Christ.  
The celebration is also seen as a way of requesting blessings from the Lord, as most people believe that if one 
completes the whole series of nine dawn Masses, their wishes will be granted.  
Please join the community for this Annual Mass.  



PLANNED GIVING  -  Sincere thanks to 

all who have continued to support the 
Parish during these times. Details for 
internet banking:  BSB:  064 786;  A/c No:  
00605 1108;  A/c Name:  Burleigh Parish;  
Reference:  Planned Giving/Surname.  

TELEPHONE MASS  -  5647 3442.   
 
PARISH PODCAST - Listen to weekly 

homilies, updates and more on your 
phone/mobile devices. Search 'Burleigh 
Heads Parish' on your podcast app. 

Christmas Mass Times 

Thursday 24 December Friday 25 December 

5pm Calvary Church, Miami 7am Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads 

5pm St Benedict’s, Mudgeeraba 7am Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach 

6.30pm Our Lady of the Way, Palm Beach 8.30am Calvary Church, Miami 

6.30pm Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters 8.30am St Benedict's, Mudgeeraba 

9pm Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads 10am Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters 

Midnight Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters 5.30pm Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters 

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for Michael 
Allan, Patricia Ashton, Peter W Bennett, Leigh 
Boulcher, William Buckley, James Burke, Diane 
Busutil, Mary Cale, Jacqui & Emile Cloete & family, 
Norma Evans, Bart Fitzgerald, Peter Freeman, 
Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli, Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, 
Jean Hokin, Veronica James, Denis McEnery, 
Terezia Meleg, Fay & John Mooney, Pat Moy, 
Stephen Murray, Josie Nicolas, Eileen O’Neill, 
Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne Owens, Phyllis 
Pola, Goldina Pondoc, William Sheehan, Peter 
Smith, Andrew Supple, Olivia Tonner, Warren 
Wilson, Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, the sick of our 
Parish and all in need of God’s healing Spirit.  

DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the recently 
deceased and for friends and relatives whose 

anniversaries occur at this time:  Beryl Gaudry, 
Audrey Lollback, Vincent Bugeja, Alan Bugeja.  

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON will be on 3 December, 11.30am at the Burleigh 
Sports Club.  Bookings and pre-payment essential. $25 includes two course 
meal, lucky door, treats and holiday cheer with all the trimmings.  Phone Doreen 
5534 2767 for more information. 
 
The PARISH CHOIR meet for practice each Monday, 5.30 - 6pm, Mary, Mother of 
Mercy Church.  Any singers or musicians who would like to join are most 
welcome. 
 

BIBLE STUDY with Fr Jacob - Infant Saviour, Saturdays 8.30am. 

There is an ancient tradition of chalking the front door of your Home on the feast of the 
Epiphany (3rd January 2021). To prepare for this what happens is one asks the priest to 
bless a piece of chalk which the family then takes home and writes above the front 
door 20+C+M+B+21 which means 20 May Christ Bless this Dwelling 21.  If you want 
your chalk blest please bring along one Sunday in Advent.   

CHRISTMAS MASSES - We need to plan ahead and have a strategy in place for Christmas Masses.  If you can join a team to help 

out at the 6.30pm Christmas Eve Children's Mass at Mary, Mother of Mercy Church (assisting with parking, sign-in, collections, marshalling, 
etc) please phone the Parish Office. Thank you. 
 
ADVENT SUNG EVENING PRAYER - Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads, 6pm Fridays 4, 11 and 18 December. 
 

CHRISTMAS CONFESSIONS 
As we no longer celebrate Second rite of Reconciliation in Parish, we will now move toward MASSES OF RECONCILIATION.   

Miami - 21 December, 9am;  Burleigh Waters - 22 December, 7.30am;  Palm Beach 23 December, 5.30pm. 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL GIFTING TREE AND ANNUAL APPEAL - You can help those in need - please take a card from the Gifting Tree 
and return with an unwrapped gift over coming weeks.  The local St Vincent de Paul Conference will distribute on your behalf as part of 
Christmas hampers delivered to those in need on 24 December.  Your assistance is much appreciated. 

*Congratulations to all the children on the special occasion of receiving  
their Sacraments of Confirmation and First Holy Communion.*   

We thank all children and families for their commitment to the Sacramental Program throughout the past year.    
Thank you, Padre, for sharing wisdom in the many celebrations, and for making each Mass special.    
We thank our catechists, sacristans, choir members and volunteers who have been so generous with their time during the 
past month.    
Many thanks for the kind messages received.  It is a great privilege to have once again shared this time of preparation with 
our Parish families.  
Blessings, 
Angela Williams 
Sacramental Co-ordinator 
 
CALL FOR ASSISTANCE –  
To anyone who may be talented in the area of sewing and willing to give some time to assist with materials for the 
Sacramental Preparation program.  
For further information, please contact Angela Williams – pa.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au or the Parish Office on 5576 6466. 

mailto:pa.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au


Gathering:    Open The Heavens 
 
  Open the heavens, Lord,  
  Come to your people, 
  Hide not your face, O God. 
  Open the heavens, Lord, 
  Come to your people, 
  open the heavens and come. 
 
Look on the sheep of your pasture, Lord. 
Water your vineyard again, 
scattered and broken, return to our aid, 
open the heavens and come.  (Refrain) 
 
[coda]  Open the heavens and come, 
     open the heavens and come.   
 
© 1986, Brian Boniwell 

 
Lighting of the Advent Candle: 
 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
 
Psalm Response: 
 
Lord, make us turn to you, 
let us see your face and we shall be saved. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: 
 
Word of Justice, Alleluia;  
Come to dwell here.  Maranatha!  
Word of mercy, Alleluia;  
Live among us.  Maranatha!  
Word of power, Alleluia;  
Live within us.  Maranatha!  
Word of freedom, Alleluia;  
Save your people.  Maranatha! 

Music for this Sunday  

For the Kids ...  

Communion:    Our Supper Invitation 
 
Take of my bread and eat, drink my new wine. 
Take of my life and live, branch of my vine. 
Let me befriend you now;  eat, take your fill. 
Don’t be afraid to dream;  love has its will. 
 
Take up your burden now, walk ‘til you find 
just what the journey means;  walk while there’s time. 
Food for the journey will answer your need. 
Don’t be afraid to walk;   love, my love will lead. 
 
Take of my bread and eat, drink my new wine. 
Be a sweet nourishment to good friends of mine. 
Let me befriend you now; eat, take your fill. 
Share with your people, that love has its will. 
 
Take of my bread and eat, drink my new wine. 
Take of my life and live, branch of my vine. 
 
© 1985, Kevin Bates 

 
Recessional:    O Emmanuel 
 
  O Emmanuel, come into our hearts. 
  O Emmanuel, we're waiting for your light. 
  O Emmanuel, God is with us now. 
  O Emmanuel, Emmanuel. 
 
We, your people, are waiting for you, Lord, 
waiting all through the earth. 
We, your people, are waiting for you, Lord, 
waiting to celebrate your birth. 
 
We, your people, are longing for you, Lord, 
longing with hope and with joy. 
We, your people, are longing for you, Lord, 
longing for the sign to rejoice. 
 
© 2000, Michael Mangan, Willow Connection Pty Ltd 


