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www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au
Phone:
5576 6466 [also for After Hours]
e-mail:
burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM:
Fr Morgan Batt - Parish Priest
Fr Jacob Kalu - Parochial Vicar
Parish Business & Finance Manager
Mr Neil Segerdahl - manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc, Maree Wright
Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom
Parish Youth Minister - Darcy Rogers

Parish Weekly Diary....
WEEKDAY MASSES
Mass for the People
- celebrated by the Priest each day at 9am
and live-streamed
(to view Masses go to
www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au
and click on "livestream")

Sunday, 3 May
World Day of Prayer for Vocations
Fourth Sunday of Easter
10.00am Mass for the People
- celebrated by the Priest and live streamed
6.00pm Youth Mass - livestreamed

Sunday, 10 May
Fifth Sunday of Easter
10.00am Mass for the People
- celebrated by the Priest and live streamed

Sacrament of Penance by appointment
PARISH WEBSITE
www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au
FACEBOOK
BurleighCatholicParish
YOUTUBE CHANNEL
Burleigh Heads Catholic Parish https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCF1QjvL1dYeakCoCf-00ThA
LINKEDIN PAGE
Burleigh Heads Catholic Parish https://
www.linkedin.com/company/burleigh-headscatholic-parish/

Fourth Sunday of Easter
World Day of Prayer for Vocations
3 May, 2020
Year A: Acts 2:14,36-41; 1 Pet 2:20-25; Jn 10:1-10
next week's Readings: Acts 6:1-7; 1 Pet 2:4-9; Jn 14:1-12

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
FOR THE 2020 WORLD DAY OF VOCATIONS
Words of Vocation
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
On 4 August last year, the 160th anniversary of the death of the Curé of Ars, I
chose to write a letter to all those priests who daily devote their lives to the service
of God’s people in response to the Lord’s call.
On that occasion, I chose four key words – pain, gratitude, encouragement and
praise – as a way of thanking priests and supporting their ministry. I believe that
today, on this 57th World Day of Prayer for Vocations, those words can be
addressed to the whole people of God, against the backdrop of the Gospel
passage that recounts for us the remarkable experience of Jesus and Peter during
a stormy night on the Sea of Galilee (cf. Mt 14:22-33).
After the multiplication of the loaves, which had astonished the crowds, Jesus told
his disciples to get into the boat and precede him to the other shore, while he took
leave of the people. The image of the disciples crossing the lake can evoke our
own life’s journey. Indeed, the boat of our lives slowly advances, restlessly looking
for a safe haven and prepared to face the perils and promises of the sea, yet at
the same time trusting that the helmsman will ultimately keep us on the right
course. At times, though, the boat can drift off course, misled by mirages, not the
lighthouse that leads it home, and be tossed by the tempests of difficulty, doubt
and fear.
Something similar takes place in the
hearts of those who, called to follow the
Teacher of Nazareth, have to undertake
a crossing and abandon their own
security to become the Lord’s disciples.
The risk involved is real: the night falls,
the headwinds howl, the boat is tossed
by the waves, and fear of failure, of not
being up to the call, can threaten to
overwhelm them.
The Gospel, however, tells us that in
the midst of this challenging journey we
are not alone. Like the first ray of dawn
in the heart of the night, the Lord comes
walking on the troubled waters to join
the disciples; he invites Peter to come
to him on the waves, saves him when
he sees him sinking and, once in the
boat, makes the winds die down.
The first word of vocation, then, is
gratitude. Taking the right course is not
something we do on our own, nor does
it depend solely on the road we choose
to travel. How we find fulfilment in life is more than a decision we make as isolated
individuals; above all else, it is a response to a call from on high. The Lord points
out our destination on the opposite shore and he grants us the courage to board
the boat. In calling us, he becomes our helmsman; he accompanies and guides
us; he prevents us from running aground on the shoals of indecision and even
enables us to walk on surging waters.

continued next page ...

Every vocation is born of that gaze of love with which the Lord
came to meet us, perhaps even at a time when our boat was
being battered by the storm. “Vocation, more than our own
choice, is a response to the Lord’s unmerited call” (Letter to
Priests, 4 August 2019). We will succeed in discovering and
embracing our vocation once we open our hearts in gratitude
and perceive the passage of God in our lives.
When the disciples see Jesus walking towards them on the sea,
they first think that he is a ghost and are filled with fear. Jesus
immediately reassures them with words that should constantly
accompany our lives and our vocational journey: “Take heart, it
is I; have no fear” (Mt 14:27). This, then, is the second word I
wish to offer you: encouragement.
What frequently hinders our journey, our growth, our choosing
the road the Lord is marking out for us, are certain “ghosts” that
trouble our hearts. When we are called to leave safe shores and
embrace a state of life – like marriage, ministerial priesthood,
consecrated life – our first reaction is often from the “ghost of
disbelief”. Surely, this vocation is not for me! Can this really be
the right path? Is the Lord really asking me to do this?
Those thoughts can keep growing – justifications and
calculations that sap our determination and leave us hesitant
and powerless on the shore where we started. We think we
might be wrong, not up to the challenge, or simply glimpsing a
ghost to be exorcized.
The Lord knows that a fundamental life choice – like marriage or
special consecration to his service – calls for courage. He knows
the questions, doubts and difficulties that toss the boat of our
heart, and so he reassures us: “Take heart, it is I; have no fear!”
We know in faith that he is present and comes to meet us, that
he is ever at our side even amid stormy seas. This knowledge
sets us free from that lethargy which I have called “sweet
sorrow” (Letter to Priests, 4 August 2019), the interior
discouragement that hold us back from experiencing the beauty
of our vocation.
In the Letter to Priests, I also spoke about pain, but here I would
like to translate the word differently, as fatigue. Every vocation
brings with it a responsibility. The Lord calls us because he
wants to enable us, like Peter, to “walk on water”, in other words,
to take charge of our lives and place them at the service of the
Gospel, in the concrete and everyday ways that he shows us,
and specifically in the different forms of lay, priestly and
consecrated vocation. Yet, like Saint Peter, our desire and
enthusiasm coexist with our failings and fears.

If we let ourselves be daunted by the responsibilities that await
us – whether in married life or priestly ministry – or by the
hardships in store for us, then we will soon turn away from the
gaze of Jesus and, like Peter, we will begin to sink. On the other
hand, despite our frailty and poverty, faith enables us to walk
towards the Risen Lord and to weather every storm. Whenever
fatigue or fear make us start to sink, Jesus holds out his hand to
us. He gives us the enthusiasm we need to live our vocation with
joy and fervour.
When Jesus at last boards the boat, the winds die down and the
waves are calmed. Here we have a beautiful image of what the
Lord can do at times of turbulence and tempest in our lives. He
stills those winds, so that the forces of evil, fear and resignation
no longer have power over us.
As we live out our specific vocation, those headwinds can wear
us down. Here I think of all those who have important
responsibilities in civil society, spouses whom I like to refer to –
not without reason – as “courageous”, and in a particular way
those who have embraced the consecrated life or the priesthood.
I am conscious of your hard work, the sense of isolation that can
at times weigh upon your hearts, the risk of falling into a rut that
can gradually make the ardent flame of our vocation die down,
the burden of the uncertainty and insecurity of the times, and
worry about the future. Take heart, do not be afraid! Jesus is at
our side, and if we acknowledge him as the one Lord of our lives,
he will stretch out his hand, take hold of us and save us.
Even amid the storm-tossed waters, then, our lives become
open to praise. This is the last of our vocation words, and it is an
invitation to cultivate the interior disposition of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. Grateful that Lord gazed upon her, faithful amid fear and
turmoil, she courageously embraced her vocation and made of
her life an eternal song of praise to the Lord.
Dear friends, on this day in particular, but also in the ordinary
pastoral life of our communities, I ask the Church to continue to
promote vocations. May she touch the hearts of the faithful and
enable each of them to discover with gratitude God’s call in their
lives, to find courage to say “yes” to God, to overcome all
weariness through faith in Christ, and to make of their lives a
song of praise for God, for their brothers and sisters, and for the
whole world. May the Virgin Mary accompany us and intercede
for us.
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 8 March 2020, the Second Sunday of Lent
Franciscus

Pope Francis asks Catholics to make a special effort in May to pray the rosary, knowing that by doing so they will be united with
believers around the world asking for Mary's intercession in stopping the coronavirus pandemic.
The month of May is traditionally devoted to Mary and many Catholics already are in the habit of praying the rosary at home during
the month, he noted. "The restrictions of the pandemic have made us come to appreciate all the more this 'family' aspect, also from
a spiritual point of view" the Pope said in a letter addressed to all Catholics and released by the Vatican April 25.
First Prayer
O Mary,
You shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who, at the foot of the cross, were united with Jesus’ suffering,
and persevered in your faith.
“Protectress of the people”, you know our needs,
and we know that you will provide,
so that, as at Cana in Galilee,
joy and celebration may return after this time of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,
to conform ourselves to the will of the Father
and to do what Jesus tells us.
For he took upon himself our suffering,
and burdened himself with our sorrows
to bring us, through the cross,
to the joy of the Resurrection.
Amen.
continued next page ...

Second Prayer
Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women
engaged in scientific research, that they may find effective
solutions to overcome this virus.

“We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God”.
In the present tragic situation,
when the whole world is prey to suffering and anxiety,
we fly to you, Mother of God and our Mother,
and seek refuge under your protection.
Virgin Mary,
turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this coronavirus
pandemic.
Comfort those who are distraught and mourn their loved ones who
have died, and at times are buried in a way that grieves them
deeply.
Be close to those who are concerned for their loved ones who are
sick and who, in order to prevent the spread of the disease,
cannot be close to them.
Fill with hope those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the
future and the consequences for the economy and employment.
Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father of
mercies, that this great suffering may end and that hope and
peace may dawn anew.
Plead with your divine Son, as you did at Cana, so that the families
of the sick and the victims be comforted, and their hearts be
opened to confidence and trust.
Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who
are on the frontline of this emergency, and are risking their lives to
save others. Support their heroic effort and grant them strength,
generosity and continued health.
Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests
who, in their pastoral concern and fidelity to the Gospel, are trying
to help and support everyone.

Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and
generosity they may come to the aid of those lacking the basic
necessities of life and may devise social and economic
solutions inspired by farsightedness and solidarity.
Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous
funds invested in developing and stockpiling arms will instead
be spent on promoting effective research on how to prevent
similar tragedies from occurring in the future.
Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members of
one great family and to recognize the bond that unites us, so
that, in a spirit of fraternity and solidarity, we can help to
alleviate countless situations of poverty and need.
Make us strong in faith, persevering in service, constant in
prayer.
Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in
distress and pray that God will stretch out his all-powerful
hand and free us from this terrible pandemic, so that life can
serenely resume its normal course.
To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and
hope, do we entrust ourselves, O Clement, O Loving, O Sweet
Virgin Mary. Amen.
During this Marian Month of May I too encourage all
parishioners in their domestic church to join with me to pray
the rosary and include for the month one of the new papal
prayers. Padre

Family Discussion
Have you ever heard someone’s voice and recognised that it belongs to someone you know?
Take turns to talk about the ‘shepherds’ in your lives – the people who care for, nurture, and love you. What qualities do these
people have that make you think of them as ‘shepherds’? What can you do to become ‘shepherds’ to people in your lives?

Family Activity
In the gospel, Jesus said the shepherd calls each of the sheep by name.
Jesus is the Good Shepherd and knows each of us by name.
Find out the story of each person’s name – why their parents chose their name.
Pray for each member of the family by name.

Parish News and Happenings
Miami Church Works Update:
The work goes along well. The concrete
paths are nearly all complete – we still need
to feather a slight ramp on one strip. The
path to the road is now complete which will
please many elderly parishioners who use
the front access up the sandy dirt hill. The
front wall of the Church will be rendered this
week. Also some sandstone capping and
garden edges will be placed around. Next
week painting and planting will go ahead.
So far the work has cost the parish about
$200 - all the other work has been donated.
We have also been approached by a street
artist looking for work to see if he could paint
a mural on the front wall facing Santa Monica
Rd. The Church has always been a patron of
the arts and the street cred will be good for
the area and maybe tourism and attracting
people to the building. His design seems
wonderful as it incorporates a rosella bird,
ANZAC theme, Calvary scene, plants, and
blue and red soft rays of the Divine Mercy
from the cross – I suppose this sounds all too
much but it should look good. This work is
also being donated by a parishioner in
memory of their past family.

The work on the little side hall, toilets,
Columbarium, and interior will need to be left
for a while as the parish cannot afford this
work in the face of the loss of collection
income due to the pandemic. But we hope
the work will go ahead later in 2021 or if we
get more generous donations.

PARISH PLANNED GIVING - We ask
that if you wanted to keep giving and can do
this without personal hardship, please
continue. The Parish can set up a direct
debit/credit card payment for you, or for
internet banking, details for are: BSB: 064
786; A/c No: 00605 1108; A/c Name:
Burleigh Parish; Reference: Planned Giving/
Surname. There is also a new Parish
Giving app which can be downloaded
from our parish website or facebook.

FUNERALS
Last week we celebrated the funeral of Brian
Windsor who has died in Christ.
Let us remember his family and friends in our
prayers this week.

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for
Michael Allan, Noreen Andersen, Patricia
Ashton, Peter Bennett, Leigh Boulcher,
Peter Briggs, William Buckley, Lily
Burgstaller, James Burke, Diane Busutil,
Mary Cale, Jan Carmont, Jacqui & Emile
Cloete & family, Cynthia Delaney, Fr Des
Fitzgerald, Angelita Freda, Geromy Grima,
Fred Grioli, Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, Cheryl
Hingerty, Jean Hokin, Denis McEnery, Fay
& John Mooney, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray,
Mary O'Brien, Sr Annette O'Connor, Paul
O'Connor, Eileen O’Neill, Sean O’Reilly,
Anne Owens, Maureen Pocock, Phyllis
Pola, William Sheehan, Peter Smith, Pacing
Soriano, Isaac Stafrace, Doug Steele,
Andrew Supple, Graham Zendler, Norah
Zipf, the sick of our Parish and all in need of
God’s healing Spirit.

DECEASED
Masses have been requested for the
recently deceased and for friends and
relatives whose anniversaries occur about
this time: Peter Kilby, Kevin Kilby, Brian

Windsor, Gail Murray, Jim O'Rourke.

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.

For the Kids ...

