BURLEIGH HEADS CATHOLIC PARISH
 BURLEIGH WATERS - MARY, MOTHER OF MERCY CHURCH, 3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters






BURLEIGH HEADS - INFANT SAVIOUR CHURCH, 4 Park Av, Burleigh Heads
PALM BEACH - OUR LADY OF THE WAY CHURCH - Eleventh Ave, Palm Beach
MIAMI - CALVARY CHURCH - Redondo Av, Miami
MUDGEERABA - ST. BENEDICT'S CHURCH - Wallaby Dr, Mudgeeraba
SPRINGBROOK - ST TERESA'S CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

PARISH OFFICE: Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters
[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads]

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au
Phone:
5576 6466 [also for After Hours]
e-mail:
burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM:
Fr Morgan Batt - Parish Priest
Fr Jacob Kalu - Parochial Vicar
Parish Business & Finance Manager
Neil Segerdahl - manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc, Maree Wright
Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom
Parish Youth Minister - Darcy Rogers

Parish Weekly Diary....
WEEKDAY MASSES
Mass for the People
- celebrated each day at 9am and live-streamed
(go to www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au
and click on "livestream")

Saturday 30 May
Flores de Mayo Mass - Annual celebration with
the Filipno Community of the crowning of Mary with
flowers (livestreamed only)

Sunday, 31 May
Pentecost Sunday
10.00am Mass (livestreamed)
Monday 1 June
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of the Church
Wednesday 3 June
Mabo Day and end of National Reconciliation Week

Monday 8 June
World Oceans Day

Sunday, 14 June
The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
10.00am Mass (livestreamed)
Monday 15 June
World Elder Abuse Day
Beginning of Weekday Mass in our Parish
Churches - for 20 people only
(NB not Sunday yet). More details later.
Friday 19 June
Feast of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
Saturday 20 June
Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
World Refugee Day
Tuesday 23 June
International Widows and Widowers Day
Wednesday 24 June
Feast of The Nativity of St John the Baptist
Sunday 28 June
10.00am Mass (livestreamed)
6.00pm Parish Youth Mass (livestreamed)
Monday 29 June
Feast of St Peter and St Paul

Pentecost Sunday
31 May, 2020
Year A: Acts 2:1-11; 1 Cor 12:3-7,12-13; Jn 20:19-23
next week's Readings: Ex 34:4-6,8-9; 2 Cor 13:11-13; Jn 3:16-18

I’m confused. And today’s Scripture readings don’t seem to help! How do the
disciples first receive the Holy Spirit? Was it the way Luke describes it in our Acts
reading, when they were gathered "all in one place" and a noise like a strong and
driving wind came through the house and the fire-like tongues rested on each of them?
Or, did it happen the way John describes it with Jesus’ entering the room, despite the
locked doors, bidding the disciples, "Peace be with you," and then breathing the Spirit
upon them? Why is such an important event like the life-giving, faith-establishing gift of
the Spirit described in such diverse ways?
The arrival of the Spirit should be no surprise to people familiar with biblical literature.
The Hebrew word for spirit, "ruah" meaning, wind, breath, or a movement of air,
appears over 90 times in the Hebrew Scriptures. It is the principle of life and power
and by means of the Spirit God manifests God’s power and intentions. At the
beginning of Genesis it is through the "spirit of God," sweeping over the chaos and the
waters, that God begins the work of creation.
In the Hebrew texts the Spirit is given for only a period of time (Wisdom 15:16). Those
to whom the Spirit is given are endowed with specific gifts so as to accomplish God’s
purposes. So, for example, Solomon is gifted by the Spirit with wisdom (Wisdom 7: 7);
Israel’s leaders are empowered by God’s Spirit and the prophets, possessed by the
Spirit, speak on God’s behalf (Isaiah 61:1 and Luke 4:18).
The New Testament shows a continuation of the former representations of the Spirit.
The Greek word for Spirit is "pneuma" and has a similar meaning to the Hebrew
"ruah." Luke’s Gospel and Acts focus on the work of the Spirit. The Spirit is the thread
that weaves his two-volume work together. At the end of the Gospel Jesus gives
instruction to the disciples that they must stay in Jerusalem until they receive "the
promise of the Father" (24:49).
Luke specifies Pentecost as the day the Spirit was given. Originally it was a harvest
feast of thanksgiving; then it became associated with the gift of the law at Sinai
(Deuteronomy 16:9-21). On Pentecost the desert community at Qumran welcomed
new members, who professed their desire to be a people in covenant with God. Luke
places the gift of the Spirit then on a traditional day of thanksgiving, moral formation,
new commitment and rededication.
God’s Spirit was with the people of Israel as they journeyed across the desert and
struggled against pagan religions to arrive at the promise land. Starting with his
baptism the Spirit empowered and sustained Jesus through his temptations in the
desert, ministry, suffering, death and resurrection. That same Spirit is now the gift
giving to the community. Today we observe the first fruits of the Spirit as the disciples
immediately break out of their confines to preach to a crowd that represents the multilingual world they will go out to preach to. The Acts of the Apostles will reveal how the
early church evolved from a small community of Jesus’ Jewish followers into a
Christian community expressing his love, peace, forgiveness and healing to the world.
So, if I put aside my penchant to organize and regiment times and dates on this feast
of Pentecost, and listen to what Luke teaches me, then I hear and learn the following:
Our faith is not something we need to hoard and treat as a fragile heirloom. Instead,
we have the breathing, energizing, encouraging and border-busting life of God with us
as we gather in prayer and discern how we are to be church in the world.
We face a world of unbelief, cynicism, disillusionment and spiritual depletion. All
complicated these days by the pandemic. We could hunker down and "keep the faith,"
or we could do what Luke describes that first community did: step confidently out into
the world and speak to the confused crowd we encounter. During these "lockdown"
days of the pandemic we may have to "step out into the world" in creative ways,
assisted by modern forms of connecting and communicating: Zoom conferences,
email, Face Book, phone, etc. Even being locked down doesn’t have to limit
opportunities to let the Spirit speak words of support, comfort, good cheer, forgiveness
and even challenge through us. As I Corinthians tells us today, "To each individual the
manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit."
There it is...the Spirit at work in each of us for the benefit of others.
continued next page ...

We know our limitations and can predict, we think, how we will fall short in the witnessing profession to which the Spirit has called us. We
are not sure where we are being sent, but this feast of harvest assures us we have God’s creative and overflowing grace with us. Luke
describes it as a powerful wind and a flame. If we can trust Luke, that should embolden us when we are asked about what we believe or,
when called on to show our faith by our actions.
If we can’t pin down, or box up the Spirit, then how can we expect any neat and "one-size-fits-all" description of Jesus’ gift of his Spirit to
his followers? We now turn to John’s alternate rendering of the gift of the Spirit.
John’s gospel began with the revelation to the Baptist, about the one "on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain..." (1:33). Towards
the end of the gospel, on Easter Sunday night, John tells us how the risen Christ breathes on the disciples and gives them the Spirit. The
intervening stories in John have many allusions to the Spirit. For example, in Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman, Jesus
describes the Spirit as "living water" which will well up in a person with the gift of eternal life. Later, during the Last Supper, Jesus
promised the Spirit’s coming four times. He used the Greek word "parakletos" to describe the Spirit – a word which can mean comforter
and advocate.
John connects the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus in a moment he calls "the hour." So, when Jesus breathes his creative Spirit
on the disciples that Easter evening and commissions them to forgive sins, the event is not separated from that "hour"; the glory is not
apart from the suffering. The community’s freeing message of forgiveness, empowered by Jesus’ Spirit, will not be without cost to the
community–personal sacrifice will come because of the opposition of an unforgiving world.
When breathing stops, we die. No one has to remind us of that during these days when ventilators can mean the difference between life
and death. Jesus’ Spirit remains with his community as its breathing. He will not rescind on the gift of his life-giving breath. Just as God
breathed breath into Adam to make him a "living being," on Pentecost that same Spirit gave birth to a breathing and forgiving community.
Now, the new life source of the Spirit enables us to continue Jesus’ ministry of compassion and forgiveness.
Many years after this gospel was written the church used this text as a
source for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. But the first Christians probably
applied it to Baptism: to the catechumens who accepted the gospel, baptism
was given. To those who did not, baptism was not conferred.
Just as we respected Luke’s privilege to tell the Pentecost story in the
context of his gospel narrative and the message he wanted to confer to his
church, so we also allow John tell the story in his way for the specific needs
of his community. Jesus is no longer physically present with us, but he has
not withdrawn to some distant mountain in the cosmos, somewhere waiting
for his time to return. Both narratives tell us today that Jesus is fully with us
because his Spirit dwells in us – as individuals and as a church community.
We have to believe that on this Pentecost Jesus will breathe on us anew,
because these days we are like distant runners gasping for air. Who knows
how far we still have to go? We need his Spirit to finish the course.
Pentecost Sunday – Spanish Reflection
Estoy confundido ¡Y las lecturas de las Escrituras de hoy no parecen ayudar! ¿Cómo reciben primero los discípulos el Espíritu Santo? ¿Fue
la forma en que Lucas lo describe en nuestra lectura de Hechos, cuando se reunieron "todos en un solo lugar" y un ruido como un fuerte y
fuerte viento atravesó la casa y las lenguas de fuego descansaron sobre cada uno de ellos? ¿O sucedió de la manera en que Juan lo
describe cuando Jesús entró en la habitación, a pesar de las puertas cerradas, pidiendo a los discípulos: "La paz sea con ustedes", y luego
respirando el Espíritu sobre ellos? ¿Por qué un evento tan importante como el don del Espíritu que da vida y establece la fe se describe de
maneras tan diversas?
La llegada del Espíritu no debería sorprender a las personas familiarizadas con la literatura bíblica. La palabra hebrea para espíritu,
que significa " ruah ", viento, aliento o movimiento de aire, aparece más de 90 veces en las Escrituras hebreas. Es el principio de la vida y el
poder y, por medio del Espíritu, Dios manifiesta el poder y las intenciones de Dios. Al comienzo del Génesis es a través del "espíritu de Dios",
que se extiende sobre el caos y las aguas, que Dios comienza la obra de la creación.
En los textos hebreos, el Espíritu se da solo por un período de tiempo (Sabiduría 15:16). Aquellos a quienes se les da el Espíritu están
dotados de dones específicos para cumplir los propósitos de Dios. Entonces, por ejemplo, Salomón es dotado por el Espíritu con sabiduría
(Sabiduría 7: 7); Los líderes de Israel están facultados por el Espíritu de Dios y los profetas, poseídos por el Espíritu, hablan en nombre de
Dios (Isaías 61: 1 y Lucas 4:18).
El Nuevo Testamento muestra una continuación de las representaciones anteriores del Espíritu. La palabra griega para Espíritu es "pneuma"
y tiene un significado similar al hebreo " ruah ". El Evangelio y los Hechos de Lucas se centran en la obra del Espíritu. El Espíritu es el hilo
que teje su trabajo de dos volúmenes juntos. Al final del Evangelio, Jesús da instrucciones a los discípulos de que deben permanecer en
Jerusalén hasta que reciban "la promesa del Padre" (24:49).
Lucas especifica Pentecostés como el día en que se dio el Espíritu. Originalmente era una fiesta de cosecha de acción de gracias; entonces
se asoció con el don de la ley en el Sinaí (Deuteronomio 16: 9-21). En Pentecostés, la comunidad del desierto en Qumran dio la bienvenida a
nuevos miembros, que profesaban su deseo de ser un pueblo en alianza con Dios. Lucas coloca el don del Espíritu en un día tradicional de
acción de gracias, formación moral, nuevo compromiso y rededicación.
El Espíritu de Dios estaba con el pueblo de Israel mientras viajaban por el desierto y luchaban contra las religiones paganas para llegar a la
tierra prometida. Comenzando con su bautismo, el Espíritu fortaleció y sostuvo a Jesús a través de sus tentaciones en el desierto, el
ministerio, el sufrimiento, la muerte y la resurrección. Ese mismo Espíritu es ahora el regalo que se da a la comunidad. Hoy observamos los
primeros frutos del Espíritu cuando los discípulos salen inmediatamente de sus confines para predicar a una multitud que representa
el mundo multilingüe al que saldrán a predicar. Los Hechos de los Apóstoles revelarán cómo la iglesia primitiva evolucionó de una pequeña
comunidad de seguidores judíos de Jesús a una comunidad cristiana que expresa su amor, paz, perdón y sanación al mundo.
Entonces, si dejo de lado mi inclinación por organizar y regirá los tiempos y las fechas
en esta fiesta de Pentecostés, y escucho lo que Lucas me enseña, entonces escucho y
aprendo lo siguiente: Nuestra fe no es algo que debamos atesorar y tratar como un
herencia frágil. En cambio, tenemos la vida de Dios que respira, energiza, anima y
rompe las fronteras con nosotros mientras nos reunimos en oración y discernimos cómo
debemos ser iglesia en el mundo.
Nos enfrentamos a un mundo de incredulidad, cinismo, desilusión y agotamiento
espiritual. Todo complicado en estos días por la pandemia. Podríamos agacharnos y
"mantener la fe", o podríamos hacer lo que Luke describe que hizo la primera
comunidad: salir con confianza al mundo y hablar con la multitud confundida que
encontramos. Durante estos días de "bloqueo" de la pandemia, es
continued next page ...

posible que tengamos que "salir al mundo" de manera creativa, con la ayuda de formas modernas de conexión y comunicación: conferencias
de Zoom, correo electrónico, Facebook, teléfono, etc. Incluso estar bloqueado no No tiene que limitar las oportunidades para dejar que el
Espíritu pronuncie palabras de apoyo, consuelo, buen ánimo, perdón e incluso desafíos a través de nosotros. Como I Corintios nos dice hoy,
"A cada individuo se le da la manifestación del Espíritu para algún beneficio". Ahí está ... el Espíritu trabajando en cada uno de nosotros para
el beneficio de los demás.

Feast of Mary Mother of the Church - 1 June, 2020
The liturgical celebration, B. Mariæ Virginis, Ecclesiæ Matris, will be
celebrated annually as a Memorial on the day after Pentecost.
The Holy Father wishes to promote this devotion in order to
“encourage the growth of the maternal sense of the Church in the
pastors, religious and faithful, as well as a growth of genuine Marian
piety”.
The 2018 decree reflects on the history of Marian theology in the
Church’s liturgical tradition and the writings of the Church Fathers.
It says Saint Augustine and Pope Saint Leo the Great both reflected
on the Virgin Mary’s importance in the mystery of Christ.
“In fact the former [St. Augustine] says that Mary is the mother of the
members of Christ, because with charity she cooperated in the
rebirth of the faithful into
the Church, while the
latter [St. Leo the Great]
says that the birth of the
Head is also the birth of
the body, thus indicating
that Mary is at once
Mother of Christ, the Son
of God, and mother of the members of his Mystical Body, which is the Church.”
The decree says these reflections are a result of the “divine motherhood of Mary and
from her intimate union in the work of the Redeemer”.
Scripture, the decree says, depicts Mary at the foot of the Cross (cf. Jn 19:25). There
she became the Mother of the Church when she “accepted her Son’s testament of love
and welcomed all people in the person of the beloved disciple as sons and daughters to
be reborn unto life eternal.”
In 1964, the decree says, Pope Paul VI “declared the Blessed Virgin Mary as ‘Mother of
the Church, that is to say of all Christian people, the faithful as well as the pastors, who
call her the most loving Mother’ and established that ‘the Mother of God should be
further honoured and invoked by the entire Christian people by this tenderest of titles’”.
Then, in the Holy Year of Reconciliation in 1975, the Church inserted into the Roman
Missal a votive Mass in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church.
With the present decree, Pope Francis inserts that celebration into the universal
Church’s liturgy as a Memorial on a fixed date.

COVID

19

RESTRICTIONS:

The
Archdiocese, under Queensland Government
Legislation, has allowed the following - with
some local adaptations from our Parish:
PHASE 1: Until 10th June we can have 10
people at Mass both weekday and Sunday.
To enable who “gets in” as some have
termed it, the following is our practice for the
foreseeable future – the rostered weekday
reader at the live streamed Mass at MMM
may invite 5 parishioners or family or friends.
There are no “rostered invites” for Sunday
Mass at present as we have only one Sunday
Mass in the parish still and the readers,
servers, musicians, sacristans, Choir, priests,
and video personnel make up the 10.
At Masses names and phone contacts will
need to be recorded and the Church sanitised
after Mass. Covid safe distancing will need to
be practised and only one section of MMM
church during Mass will be open for seating
to enable quick cleaning afterwards.
PHASE 2: From 10th June to 10th July we
can have 20 people – the parish is currently
reviewing this. Some Weekday Masses in
some of our other Parish Churches may
begin at this time. There will be only one

Sunday Mass and that will be at MMM with
regulations in place. Please stay tuned.
VINNIES MIGRATION ADVICE SERVICE
continues to assist the disadvantaged. If you
need visa assistance call the Helpline on
5561 4704 Monday - Friday for a phone
interview.

COPIES OF THE PARACLETE - the
Magazine from Holy Spirit Seminary - are
available at the churches (outside) this
weekend.

PARISH PLANNED GIVING - Details for
internet banking, details for are: BSB: 064
786; A/c No: 00605 1108; A/c Name:
Burleigh Parish; Reference: Planned Giving/
Surname. There is also a new Parish Giving
app which can be downloaded from our
parish website or facebook.

FUNERALS
Last week we celebrated the funeral of
Charles Vella who has died in Christ.
Let us remember his family and friends in our
prayers this week.

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for
Wendy Aisenberg, Michael Allan, Patricia
Ashton, Peter Bennett,
Leigh Boulcher,
Jocelyn Bourke, Peter Briggs, William
Buckley, Lily Burgstaller, James Burke,
Diane Busutil, Mary Cale, Jan Carmont,
Jacqui & Emile Cloete & family, Fr Des
Fitzgerald, Angelita Freda, Geromy Grima,
Fred Grioli, Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, Cheryl
Hingerty, Jean Hokin, Denis McEnery, Fay &
John Mooney, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray,
Josie Nicolas, Mary O'Brien, Eileen O’Neill,
Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne Owens,
Maureen Pocock, Phyllis Pola, William
Sheehan, Peter Smith, Pacing Soriano,
Isaac Stafrace, Doug Steele, Andrew
Supple, Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, the
sick of our Parish and all in need of God’s
healing Spirit.

DECEASED
Masses have been requested for the recently
deceased and for friends and relatives
whose anniversaries occur at this time: Don

Carr, Frank Kelly, Amy Dyer, Elisabeth
Decelis, deceased members of the Decelis
and Spiteri families.

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.

For the Kids ...

