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Sunday of the Resurrection 

4 April, 2021  
Year B:  Acts 10:34,37-43;  Col 3:1-4;  Jn 20:1-9 

next week's Readings:  Acts 4:32-35;  1 Jn 5:1-6;  Jn 20:19-31 

Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 
Thursday 1 April 
Thursday of the Lord's Supper 
6.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)  
with Altar of Repose in the Columbarium until 8pm 
 
Friday 2 April 
10.00am  Stations of the Cross - Burleigh Heads 
3.00pm  The Passion of the Lord 
      - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed); 

        Miami;  Mudgeeraba;  Palm Beach 
7.00pm  Tenebrae - Burleigh Heads  
Saturday 3 April 
6.00pm  Easter Vigil - Burleigh Waters 
 
Sunday 4 April 
7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach  
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)   
Monday 5 April 
9.00am  Mass - Miami  
Tuesday 6 April 
7.30am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)  
Wednesday 7 April 
5.30pm  Mass - Palm Beach  
Thursday 8 April  
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba 
5.30pm  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
Friday 9 April 
10.00am    Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Saturday 10 April 
8.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads 
4.15pm  Reconciliation - Miami 
5.00pm  Mass - Miami 
5.15pm  Reconciliation - Palm Beach 
6.00pm  Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Sunday 11 April 
7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads  
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach 
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba  
8.30am  Mass - Miami  
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  (live-streamed) 
5.00pm  Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters 
5.30pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 
Fr Jacob Kalu  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom 

How many times have we heard these resurrection stories over the years? 
They are told in variations by the four Gospel writers. Details follow a similar 
pattern. Something like this: they begin with the disciples living in a “Good 
Friday way,” in a world of huge disappointment and loss – perhaps like our 
current lives saddened by the pandemic with all their accompanying pain and 
limitations. The events happened early in the morning, “while it was still dark,” 
we are told. Doesn’t that sum up their world and ours these days? Mary 
Magdalene is on her way to the tomb. Other accounts have several women 
going. There is a heavy stone, with a question we sometimes also ask in our 
need, “Who will roll it away?” Today’s account has no one at the tomb. The 
other Gospels have an angel, or one or two figures in white. In Luke’s account 
the two men at the empty tomb ask the women, “Why do you search for the 
Living One among the dead?” It is a question that is put to us as well. Have we 
been looking in all the wrong places for direction, solace and help? 

The differences in the accounts cause some people to conclude the event 
never happened at all. But, if Jesus really did rise from the dead, think of the 
confusion and wonder of those who breathlessly told of having seen the Risen 
Lord. This was a first. No one had ever had this experience before. The 
confusion and differences in the stories could very well have been caused by 
the excitement of telling something that seemed so unbelievable. The accounts 
of the resurrection also include the empty tomb, suspected body snatchers, and 
the rolled up burial cloths. 
 
We will hear variations of the story over the next weeks. We could shrug our 
shoulders and say, “So what’s new? It is the same old story we have heard 
many times in years past. I know the resurrection accounts almost my heart. 
What’s changed?”  
 
What’s changed! So much has happened since last March when we last heard 
the stories. We are not the same people we were last year. We are not the 
same church we were last year. We are not the same world we were last year. 
Everything has changed.                                                                      CONTINUED NEXT PAGE ... 
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We need to hear these stories as if they were brand new, as if we have never heard them before. Because we are hearing 
them in this new, drastically changed and un-chartered pandemic, politically volatile, socially fluid world we find ourselves in.  
 
Because we are different and so much has changed, the resurrection stories are different for us today. It is not like some old 
familiar tales we find on a bookshelf, a bit dusty from age. They are brand-new stories so they help us experience God in a 
whole new way, this year – today. Can we identify with Mary and those disciples who were still in the dark? Are we like those 
locked-up disciples, afraid. Do we also have a sense of foreboding and need hope? In our Good Friday world our eyes get used 
to the dark and all we can see is an empty tomb, nothing else.  
 
Good Friday is shrouded with darkness, brokenness and sadness, disenchantment and feelings of abandonment. Though we 
cannot see our way out, God is still at work. Easter reminds us that God does some of God’s best work in the dark, always has, 
always will. Can we believe God is giving us new life even in today’s darkness and gloom? Resuurection reminds us that we 
are not locked in a tomb bound world - You are not locked in.  We are not on our own. Today we celebrate Jesus risen from the 
dead who opens a door for us into the light. “You are not locked in.” 
 
This long year has felt like we have been locked in – not just restricted to our homes because of the pandemic. Locked in 
because we can’t break a habit; are confined by a sickness or disability; the death of a loved one can cast a Good Friday 
shadow over the rest of our lives; the natural world is crumbling into an environmental Good Friday; nations are tearing 
themselves up with forces even within their own borders. We can feel locked up in a “Good Friday world,” without an easy 
escape device to get us out. 
 
Jesus was defeated, killed and locked in behind a heavy stone. I don’t know if there were two men in white, one, or none at the 
empty tomb. What we believe is that while it was still dark in the world God released Jesus from the tomb. There is no quick 
and easy escape device for us from a 
lot of the situations we are in these 
days. But because of what God did for 
Jesus, we believe God can also do for 
us; maybe not instantly, but step-by-
step, from the dark of any tomb, little 
by little into the light of Easter Sunday. 
Good Friday may continue for us for a 
while, but today reminds us that God 
has won the final victory. 
 
What if someone were to say, “Prove 
it?” Well we can’t just from those very 
familiar gospel accounts. No one 
actually saw Jesus rise. What we have 
is an empty tomb and their word. 
“Prove it.” We can’t, the resurrection 
was the only event in Jesus’ life that 
was entirely between him and God. I 
can’t prove the resurrection, I can’t 
explain it, I can’t force it to make 
sense. 
 
What we can say is: “I believe it, I trust 
it. I will live my life in the light of the 
resurrection” Haven’t we experienced 
it, more than once, when Good Friday 
became Easter Sunday? We believe 
that on the other side of death and 
pain is always resurrection; always 
new creation; always new life. Hasn’t 
the resurrection been shown us in so 
many life giving and life affirming ways 
through our lives and the lives of 
others witness? It is not Good Friday 
for ever. But it is Easter Sunday every 
Mass and every day.  
 
Artwork: “The Three Marys” by Henry Ossawa Tanner; “Mary Magdalene in the garden with Jesus”, detail of mosaic in Resurrection Chapel, 
Washington National Cathedral 

HOLY LAND COLLECTION – Good Friday 
 
The annual collection for the support of the church in the Holy Land will take place on Good Friday. This collection 
promotes the missionary work of the Church in the Holy Land by providing welfare assistance to local Christians 
in areas such as health, education, employment and housing. Parishes, schools, orphanages and medical cen-
tres throughout the Holy Land also rely on assistance from this collection and it is used to maintain over 70 
churches and shrines associated with the life of Jesus. Last year was an extremely difficult time for the Church 
and people of the Holy Land with very little income due to the lack of pilgrims and the closure of churches around 
the world. This year, the Holy Land will continue to face an extreme shortfall in income due to the ongoing effects 
of the pandemic. Please remember the Christians of the Holy Land on Good Friday and please keep them in your 
prayers. Thank you. 



SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for 
Michael Allan, Patricia Ashton, Brent 
Bennett, Leigh Boulcher, James Burke, 
Diane Busutil, Bernard Clark, Jacqui & Emile 
Cloete & family, Glen Dixon, Peter Freeman, 
Irene Garland, Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli,  
Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, Jean Hokin, Denis 
McEnery, Terry McManus, Terezia Meleg, 
Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie Nicolas, 
Eileen O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, 
Anne Owens, Elmer Pesebre, Les Pierce, 
Phyllis Pola, Jim Robertson, William 
Sheehan, Peter Smith, Andrew Supple, 
Olivia Tonner, Warren Wilson, Graham 
Zendler, Norah Zipf, the sick of our Parish 
and all in need of God’s healing Spirit.  

DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the recently 
deceased and for friends and relatives whose 

anniversaries occur at this time:  Viviane 
Haddad, Alice & Patrick Shannon, Antonio 
Celesto, Susana Celesto, Maria Asciak, 
Janine Kilfoy, John Kilfoy, Una Kilfoy, Grant 
Wordon, Michael (Mick) Kearney, Noel 
Haupt, Peter McMurray, Vincent Coutinho. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

FUNERALS 
Last week we celebrated the funeral of 
Viviane Haddad who has died in Christ.  
Let us remember her family and friends in 
our prayers this week. 

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings 

 SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM - Recently, our young people - who have been 

participating in Sacramental preparation over the past weeks - celebrated the Sacrament 
of Penance - First Rite of Reconciliation.  We congratulate the children and continue to 
support them with our prayers.  Thank you to everyone involved in assisting with the 
celebration of the Sacrament. 

 

 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - New Women's Bible Study and Prayer Group on the first 

Wednesday of each month from 11am - 1pm.  Leaders and child minders are needed.  
Please contact Catherine on 0466 512811 if you are able to give your time. 

 

 CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS - Every 4th Sunday of the Month at 10am Mass, Mary, 

Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters.   Next Mass - 25 April. 
 

 PARISH YOUTH MASS - 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month, 5.30pm, Mary, Mother of 

Mercy.  If any young people wish to be involved see the Mass Co-ordinator. 
 

 OZANAM VILLA VOLUNTEERS - Would you like to give aged Catholics the 

opportunity to practise their faith?  If you have one hour free Wednesday mornings, then 
consider joining a friendly dedicated team to assist wheelchaired residents to the chapel 
for Mass or Prayer each week - or when you can.  The residents will always appreciate 
your time and effort.  Training and certification provided.  Call Patricia - chaplain to 
Ozanam Villa on 0414 761783. 

 

 PRAYER GROUP - Each Friday, 1 - 2.30pm, Infant Saviour meeting room.  New 

parishioners welcome.  Please phone Doreen 0409 057346 for more information. 
 

 PLAYGROUP - Mother Effect Gold Coast - meets each Tuesday from 9am - 11am at 

Mary, Mother of Mercy Community Centre.  Donation $2.  
 

 PLANNED GIVING - Thank you for the generosity and support of all who contribute to 

the Parish Planned Giving.  Details for electronic banking are as follows:   

BSB:  064 786;  A/c No:  100010144.  Reference:  Planned Giving/Surname. 

 
ANOINTING MASS 
On the first Friday of each month the Parish 
will celebrate an Anointing Mass at 10am in 
Mary, Mother of Mercy Church. All welcome.  
Cuppa after (COVID SAFE).  
Next Anointing Mass is Friday 7 May. 

Thank you for supporting Project Compassion this year as we 
demonstrate how love and compassion for our global 
community can transform lives. You have responded to St 
Oscar Romero’s invitation to “Be More,” putting your 
compassion into action to support some of the world’s most 
vulnerable communities. By aspiring to be more, you have 
helped change lives. 

Thank you for 
supporting Caritas 
Australia’s Project 
Compassion 2021 

Lenten appeal.  

NUMBER OF CATHOLICS WORLDWIDE CONTINUES TO GROW 
At the end of 2019, the worldwide Catholic population exceeded 1.34 billion, which 
continued to be about 17.7 per cent of the world’s population, said an article 
published Friday in the Vatican newspaper L’Osservatore Romano. 
It marked an increase of 16 million Catholics - a 1.12 per cent increase compared to 
2018 while the world’s population grew by 1.08 per cent. 
The article contained a handful of the statistics in the Statistical Yearbook of the 
Church, which reported worldwide church figures as of December 31, 2019. It also 
announced the publication of the 2021 Annuario Pontificio, a volume containing 
information about every Vatican office, as well as every diocese and religious order 
in the world. 

According to the statistical yearbook, the number of Catholics increased in every continent, including Australia, except Europe. 
At the end of 2019, 48.1 per cent of the world’s Catholics were living in the Americas, followed by Europe with 21.2 per cent, Africa 
with 18.7 per cent, about 11 per cent in Asia (all figures for Asia exclude China which in 2010 counted 5.7 million Catholics) and just 
0.8 percent in Oceania. 
The number of candidates for the priesthood — both diocesan seminarians and members of religious orders — showed a continued 
slight decline worldwide, decreasing from 115,880 at the end of 2018 to 114,058 in 2019, a change of -1.6 per cent. 
The number of brothers in religious orders continued its small yet steady decline worldwide from 50,941 in 2018 to 50,295 in 2019. 
The number of women in religious orders showed an ongoing downward trend with a 1.8 per cent decrease, going from 641,661 
women in 2018 to 630,099 in 2019. 
FULL STORY: By Carol Glatz, CNS via NCR Online  

The Priests would like to give joyful thanks for all those who minister in the parish - 
those who wash and iron the altar linen, take up collections, extraordinary ministers, 
readers, those who visit the sick and elderly, those who clean and care for the 
churches, our youth leaders and supporters, those on committees, RCIA co-ordinators, 
St Vincent de Paul, Care and Concern, children's liturgy, sacramental program leaders, 
sacristans, newsletter deliverers and the many others.  
And thank you for understanding the lock-down COVID norms. 
May you have a blessed, happy Easter.                          Padre and Fr Jacob 



Music for this Sunday  

For the Kids ...  

Communion:  One Bread, One Body 
 
  One bread, one body, one Lord of all, 
  one cup of blessing which we bless. 
  And we, though many, throughout the earth, 
  we are one body in this one Lord. 
 
Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 
woman or man, no more. 
 
Many the gifts, many the works, 
one in the Lord of all. 
 
Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, 
gathered to one, for all. 
 
© 1978, John B Foley, SJ, New Dawn Music 
 
Thanksgiving:   
 
Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord, 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name. 
 
Jesus is Lord of all the earth, 
He is the king of creation. 
 
Spread the good news o'er all the earth, 
Jesus has died and is risen. 
 
© 1973, Donald Rishel, Word of God 

 
Recessional:  Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
 
Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss.  Alleluia! 
 
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
Unto Christ, our heav'nly King, Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grace, Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save.  Alleluia! 
 

Gathering:    Behold The Glory Of God 
 
  Behold the glory of God, 
  the Day-Star arising! 
  Christ Jesus shines on the earth, 
  with mercy enduring! 
 
Dance for joy all you angels of God, 
let the pow'rs of heav'n exult. 
All creation, join now in song: 
"Salvation is won!" 
 
Let the earth in its beauty rejoice, 
radiant as the morning sky. 
Chains of death lie shattered this day. 
Christ's victory complete.  
© 18990, Robeert F O'Connor, OCP Publications 
 
Sprinkling with water: 
 
Baptised in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
cleansed by the blood of Christ our King: 
heirs of salvation, trusting his promise, 
faithfully now God's praise we sing. 
 
Baptised in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
dead in the tomb with Christ our King: 
one with his rising, freed and forgiven, 
thankfully now God's praise we sing. 
 
Baptised in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
marked with the sign of Christ our King: 
born of one Father, we are his children, 
joyfully now God's praise we sing.  
© 1987, Marty Haugen, GIA Publications 
 
Psalm Response: 
 
  This day was made by the Lord, 
  let us rejoice, let us be glad! 
  This day was made by the Lord, 
  let us rejoice in salvation. 
 
I thank you, your love is eternal, 
you have given me life, you have given me life. 
I will proclaim the wonders you do. 
 
You opened the gates of heaven. 
You have given me life, you have given me life. 
I will proclaim the wonders you do. 
 
© 1990, Christopher Walker, OCP Publications 


