
Parish Weekly Diary.... 

 
WEEKDAY MASSES 
 
Mass for the People  
- celebrated by the Priest each day at 9am 
and live-streamed 
 

(to view Masses go to 
www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au 

and click on "livestream") 
 
 

Holy Week Liturgies will be livestreamed 
 

Holy Thursday  -  7pm 
Good Friday Stations - 9am 
Good Friday Passion  -  3pm 

Tenebrae - Good Friday - 7pm 
 

Holy Saturday (11 April) 
Easter Vigil  -  7.00pm 

 
Easter Sunday (12 April) 

Children's Liturgy (NOT MASS) - 10am 
 
 
 
 
Sacrament of Penance by appointment   

             
  

PARISH WEBSITE 
www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au 

      
FACEBOOK  

BurleighCatholicParish 
 
 

BURLEIGH HEADS CATHOLIC PARISH 
 

 BURLEIGH WATERS - MARY, MOTHER OF MERCY CHURCH, 3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters 
 

 BURLEIGH HEADS - INFANT SAVIOUR CHURCH, 4 Park Av, Burleigh Heads 

 PALM BEACH - OUR LADY OF THE WAY CHURCH - Eleventh Ave, Palm Beach 

 MIAMI - CALVARY CHURCH - Redondo Av, Miami 

 MUDGEERABA - ST. BENEDICT'S CHURCH - Wallaby Dr, Mudgeeraba 

 SPRINGBROOK - ST TERESA'S CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

5 April, 2020 
 

Year A:  Is 50:4-7;  Phil 2:6-11;  Mt 26:14-66 
 

next week's Readings:  Acts 10:34,37-43;  Col 3:1-4;  Jn 20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 
Fr Jacob Kalu  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Mr Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom 

Parish Youth Minister - Darcy Rogers  

Palm Sunday:  A Victory of Humility  
The Sunday before Easter, Palm Sunday, is observed by virtually 
all Christians. But for the Roman Catholic Church it is also Passion 
Sunday during which all stand for readings and meditations from 
the passion account. The feast has a bittersweet taste. Though it 

celebrates the King’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem amidst hosannas, the parade 
leads straight to the Lord Jesus’ suffering and death on Calvary. 
We are in a Sunday with a split personality. It starts with an upbeat gospel which 
recount Jesus` triumphal entry into Jerusalem. It is a festive affair, complete with a 
parade route strewn with palm branches. But we quickly progress to the stark 
reading of Jesus’ passion, bearable only because we already know its happy 
ending. For the same crowd that was cheering during the parade into Jerusalem 
was most probably jeering a few days later. They’d been moved by his sermons, 
fed with loaves and fishes, healed of their diseases, delivered of their demons. But 
as soon as the tide began to turn, so did they. Their cries of “Hosanna” turned to 
shouts of a very different kind: “Crucify him!” 
Jesus was not surprised in the least because that was his true passion. The 
gospels tell us that he knew the human mind and heart all too well. He was not 
fooled by all the acclamation and fanfare. Flattery could not swell his head. He had 
no illusions of grandeur or ambition for worldly glory. In fact, Paul tells us that He 
had willingly emptied Himself of heavenly glory in pursuit of His true passion – His 
Father`s will and our salvation (Phil. 2:7f). He was on a mission and nothing would 
deter him. He went through barriers that usually prevent us in our journey; fear of 
ridicule, fear of suffering, abandonment by our closest companions. He was willing 
to endure the sting of sin to blot out sin, and was eager to face death in order to 
overcome it.  
His silence was Scripture fulfilled 
He did indeed have a “well-trained tongue” (Is. 50:4).  His words had mesmerized 
the crowds, intrigued Herod and even made Pilate stop and think. But now his lips 
are strangely silent.  All the gospels point out that he said very little during his 
passion, collecting only seven brief statements from the cross. Maybe this was to 
fulfill the Scripture that said “like a lamb led to the slaughter or a sheep before the 
shearers, he was silent and opened not his mouth” (Isaiah 53: 7b). Actually, 
everything that happened in these fateful hours fulfilled Scripture. Isaiah 50 had 
foretold the beating and mockery. Psalm 22 lays it all out hundreds of years before 
it happens: his thirst, the piercing of his hands and feet by Gentiles, and the 
casting of lots for his clothing. The opening line of this psalm happens to be “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Could it be that the Lord uttered this 
phrase to remind us that this was all in the plan?  
The Passion was His greatest sermon 
The virtual silence of his well-trained tongue was to fulfil Scripture. But there was 
another reason for his silence. Though Jesus was destined to preach on Good 
Friday but the message was not to be delivered in words. The language of this 
sermon was to be body language. Good Friday according to Jewish reckoning 
actually began at sundown on Holy Thursday. So on the beginning of his final day, 
Jesus gave us the verbal caption of his last and greatest sermon: “This is my 
body, given for you; this is my blood, which is poured out for you.” “I love you” is 
not necessarily so much something you say as something you demonstrate. 
Diamonds may be a moving testimony to love, but the laying down of one’s life is 
even more compelling. And though this life is human and therefore vulnerable, it is 
also divine and therefore infinite in value. A gift so valuable that it outweighs every 
offense committed from the dawn of time till the end of the world. A gift so 
powerful that it melts hearts, opens the barred gates of paradise, and makes all 
things new.  
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https://www.crossroadsinitiative.com/media/articles/obsessed-with-the-passion/
https://www.crossroadsinitiative.com/media/articles/obsessed-with-the-passion/
https://www.crossroadsinitiative.com/media/articles/seven-last-words-of-christ/


...he humbled himself. . . 
 

Philippians 2:8 
 

This reading from Paul to the Church in Philippi always touches my heart. The words are a stark reminder of the love Christ 

has for his people through his own humanity and divinity. I suppose many of us are learning the great lesson of being 

humbled. Of not being the centre as other people and world events take more centre stage. The humility that we can’t 

control everything. And the great fear of just not knowing.  All these are normal reactions and thoughts. But the humility of 

Christ invites us to share in this so we too may rise in hope.   
 

Perhaps the most beautiful words that I have read on the way of humility are found in Pope Francis’ Homily for Palm 

Sunday last year (4/14/2019). Below, are his words: 

"Today, too, by his entrance into Jerusalem, he shows us the way. For in that event, the evil one, the prince of this world, had 

a card up his sleeve: the card of triumphalism. Yet the Lord responded by holding fast to his own way, the way of humility. 
 
"Triumphalism tries to make it to the goal by shortcuts and false compromises. It wants to jump onto the carriage of the 

winner. It lives off gestures and words that are not forged in the crucible of the cross; it grows by looking askance at others 

and constantly judging them inferior, wanting, failures… One subtle form of triumphalism is spiritual worldliness, which 

represents the greatest danger, the most treacherous temptation threatening the Church (De Lubac). Jesus destroyed 

triumphalism by his Passion. 
 
"The Lord truly rejoiced with the people, with those young people who shouted out his name and acclaimed him as King and 

Messiah. His heart was gladdened to see the enthusiasm and excitement of the poor of Israel. So much so, that, to those 

Pharisees who asked him to rebuke his disciples for their scandalous acclamations, he replied: "If these were silent, the very 

stones would cry out" (Lk 19:40). Humility does not mean denying reality: Jesus really is the Messiah, the King. 
 
"Yet at the same time the heart of Jesus was moving on another track, on the sacred path known to him and the Father 

alone: the path that leads from "the form of God" to "the form of a servant", the path of self-abasement born of obedience 

"unto death, even death on a cross" (Phil 2:6-8). He knows that true triumph involves making room for God and that the 

only way to do that is by stripping oneself, by self-emptying. To remain silent, to pray, to accept humiliation. There is no 

negotiating with the cross: one either embraces it or rejects it. By his self-abasement, Jesus wanted to open up to us the path 

of faith and to precede us on that path."   
 

                                            Padre 

ARCHDIOCESE PRAYER FOR END OF THE PANDEMIC 
 
Almighty and all-merciful God, lover of the human race, healer of all our wounds,  

in whom there is no shadow of death, save us in this time of crisis;  

grant wisdom and courage to our leaders; watch over all medical people as they tend the sick and work 

for a cure;  

stir in us a sense of solidarity beyond all isolation; if our doors are closed, let our hearts be open.  

By the power of your love destroy the virus of fear, that hope may never die  

and the light of Easter, the triumph of life, may shine upon us and the whole world.  

Through Jesus Christ, the Lord risen from the dead, who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  Amen.  
 
Infant Saviour Pray with us;  Holy Mary, health of the sick, pray for us.  

St Joseph, guardian of us all, pray for us.  St Stephen and St Mary of the Cross Mackillop, pray for us.  

One Form of the Prayer for receiving Communion Spiritually: 
 

1. Pray together Archdiocese Prayer 

2. Read aloud and Meditate as a family, friends, or individually on the Sunday Scriptures 

3. A time of private prayer and intercessions – for an end to the virus, for the nation, for the church, personal intentions, for 
the sick and deceased.  

4. Pray the OUR FATHER 

5. Prayer for Reception: My Jesus, I believe that You are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I long 
for You in my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. As though You 
have already come, I embrace You and unite myself entirely to You; never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

6. Sing together and join in some form of fellowship after if in small group gatherings. 



SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for 
Michael Allan, Noreen Andersen, Patricia 
Ashton, Glenys Bailey, Peter Bennett, Ida 
lda Bonke, Leigh Boulcher, Peter Briggs, 
William Buckley, Lily Burgstaller, James 
Burke, Diane Busutil, Jan Carmont, Jacqui 
& Emile Cloete & family, Stephen 
Cochrane,  Maria Fiore, Fr Des Fitzgerald, 
Angelita Freda, Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli, 
Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, Cheryl Hingerty, 
Jean Hokin, Norman Ingle, Stuart Ingram, 
Denis McEnery, Barry McKnoulty, Fay & 
John Mooney, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, 
Josie Nocolas, Mary O'Brien, Sr Annette 
O'Connor, Paul O'Connor, Eileen O’Neill, 
Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne Owens, 
Maureen Pocock, Phyllis Pola, William 
Sheehan, Peter Smith, Pacing Soriano, 
Isaac Stafrace, Andrew Supple, Sarra Tyler, 
Dan Wilson, Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, 
the sick of our Parish and all in need of 
God’s healing Spirit.  

 PRAYER INTENTIONS AT 
BURLEIGH PARISH - Please send us 

via email, phone, facebook, website, 
carrier pigeon - your prayer intentions 
and we will pray for these during our 
livestream daily Masses. 

 

 THE PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL 
has reworked our budget for 2020 in the 
light of little to no planned giving and 
loose money Sunday collections and no 
After School Care.  The Parish may face 
a loss of $174k this year.  We ask that if 
you wanted to keep giving and can do 
this without personal hardship, please 
continue.  But we ask if you can use 
direct debit/credit card which the Parish 
Office can set up for you.  The bank 
details for internet banking are:  BSB:  
064 786;  A/c No:  00605 1108;  A/c 
Name:  Burleigh Parish;  Reference:  
Planned Giving/Surname. 

       Neil  -  Parish Manager 
 

 THE CATHOLIC LEADER will be free 

for readers to access at the Leader's 

website - catholicleader.com.au until 

Parishes return to normal across the 
Brisbane archdiocese. This is a generous 
gesture from The Leader to help 
Catholics feel connected at this time. 

 An INTRODUCTION TO LIFE LIVED IN 
THE DIVINE WILL according to the 
teachings of Jesus to the Servant of God, 
Luisa Picarreta who Padre Pio called 
"The Angel of Corato" and whose writings 
were examined, published and given the 
nihil obstat by Saint Annibale de Francia 
her Church appointed confessor of 17 
years.  If interested please contact 
Geraldine Ryan on 0408 904085 or email 
halcyonsancta4@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 

Parish News and Happenings 

FUNERALS 
Last week we celebrated the funerals of 
Frances Docherty, Bill Urquhart and Peter 
Franklin who have died in Christ.  
Let us remember their families and friends 
in our prayers this week. 

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings 

Please connect at Faceboook   
-  BurleighCatholicParish  

DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the 
recently deceased and for friends and 
relatives whose anniversaries occur about 

this time:   Santo Toscano, Bill Urquhart, 
Frances Docherty, Susana Celesto, 
Antonio Celesto, Peter Franklin. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

 

Piero della Francesca’s 15th-century fresco of The Resurrection of Jesus Christ comes from an unexpected place. Rather 
than a church or a shrine, it adorned the wall of the civic meeting hall of the Tuscan town of Sansepolcro. On this Easter 
Sunday, this triumphant image of Christ emerging from the tomb compels us to consider what his victory means not only for 
the Church but for our whole world. 
 
The Gospel tells us what it was like for Mary Magdalene and the other disciples to discover the empty tomb, and to allow 
their sorrow to cautiously evolve into possibility and then passionate faith. The Resurrection here does not lead us down that 
gradual path, but rather captures the moment when Christ emerges triumphant from his tomb. The image of Christ is strong 
in victory and ready for action as one foot rests on top of his tomb, propelling him forward. His gaze is direct, piercing: an 
expression of the supernatural order, of ultimate sovereignty. His halo is like a crown, his flag of triumph is like a sceptre; 
Christ transitions here not only from death to life, but from the Rabbi who walked the roads of Galilee to the Risen Lord who 
reigns in majesty. The Easter Sequence reverberates through the image: “Death and life have contended in that combat 
stupendous: The Prince of life, who died, reigns immortal.” 
 
The composition of the scene is one of contrasts juxtaposed to 
convey transition. Christ’s strong and steady form emerging from 
the tomb is in contrast to the limp but limber bodies of the four 
guards sleeping in front of it. In particular contrast are the eyes—
closed eyes and covered faces below as opposed to the direct and 
piercing gaze of the Lord above. The figures are arranged in a 
triangular formation, and it is as if Christ, at the apex of the group, 
gathers into himself all of our human laxity, blindness, and apathy, 
and transforms it into an active, focused presence toward the 
fullness of life. The trees behind him reinforce this theme, as the 
dry and dead trees on the left transform into full foliage on the right 
in the coming light of dawn. 
 
In Sansepolcro, this fresco was in the town hall, announcing its 
Alleluia not in the church but in the public sphere. In this Easter 
season, Christ is risen indeed in our churches, but also in our 
homes, communities, and workplaces. All of creation is illuminated 
by the new dawn brightening behind the Risen Lord. Christ our 
hope has arisen—bringing the triumph of life into all the contexts in 
which we live it. 
 
Commentary is by Daniella Zsupan-Jerome, assistant professor of liturgy, 
catechesis, and evangelization at Loyola University New Orleans 
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PRAISE (thumb) – Praise is telling God how great He is 

and talking about all the great things that God has done. Ask 
kids, ‘What are some things that you could say to God to tell 

Him how great He is?’ If you think time will allow, make an 
alphabetical list with one truth about God for each letter of 

the alphabet. 
 
THANKS (1st finger) – Thanksgiving is about thanking God 
for the things He has done and the things He has given us. 

Ask, ‘What are you thankful for?’ Help kids think of things in 

their lives, their families, the Bible, etc. that they can thank 
God for. 
 
SORRY (middle finger) – Confession is about telling God 

the things you’ve done that you know He wouldn’t want you 
to do. Tell Him you’re sorry and ask Him to forgive you. 

When we repent of our sins and turn to Jesus to follow Him, 
that is confession. Take this time to define the words sin and 

repent… 

• ~ SIN ~ anything we do that goes against God’s law or 
anything we do that puts our desires above God’s desires 

• ~ REPENT ~ turning away from your sin and turning to 
God. (you can illustrate this by writing God on one piece of 

paper and sin/ self on a 2nd piece of paper and putting them 
on opposite walls. Have the kids walk toward the sin sign 

while you talk about sin, then say repent and have them turn 

their back on ‘sin’ and walk toward God. Ask if they can be 

walking toward both at the same 

time….can you be sinning and 
obeying God at the same time? 
 
ASK (ring finger) – Ask is asking God for the things that 

you need. This is the time to ask for things you need, not 
just things you want. Ask kids, ‘What’s the difference 

between a need and want? What are some of the things we 
need?’ Remind kids that one thing we all need is a Saviour 

and that Jesus is the only way to be saved and the only way 

to have a relationship with God. Take a minute to remind 
kids of Acts 4:12 which reminds us that salvation is only by 

believing that 
Jesus died on the cross and paid the price for our sin. 
 
OTHERS (PINKY)– Intercession is a word we use when we 

pray for others and it means asking God to help other 
people. You can pray for your family, your friends, people in 

your church and other people who need to hear about Jesus. 

Ask kids, ‘Who are some of the people you could pray for?’ 
Make a list of people to pray for 

and spend a few minutes praying for them. 
 
Now join your palms to pray. Maybe take a walk 
to our local parish churches to collect your 

special blest palms waiting at the front door. 
 

For the Kids ... 
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PALM SUNDAY PALM PRAYER  
Although we can’t be together at Church this Sunday we could still celebrate Palm Sunday by 
drawing our own hand palms and using the fingers to help us pray. Draw your hand and write 

next to each finger your prayer:  

CROSSWORD            Hosanna to the Son of David! 

© 2005 Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

Across 

3:   the city where Jesus made a 

triumphant entrance on Palm 

Sunday 

5:   the animal that carried Jesus on 

       its back 

10: a small town 

11:   what you wear 

12: followers of Jesus 

 

Down 

1:    the people shouted "_ _ _ _ _ _ _  

for the Son of David!" 

2:    a large gathering of people 

4:    yelled, spoken loudly  

6:    extremely happy 

7: many people  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Jesus 

through the streets 

8:    limbs of a tree 

9:    a path for travelling 
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