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Fr Morgan Batt - Parish Priest
Fr Jacob Kalu - Parochial Vicar
Parish Business & Finance Manager
Neil Segerdahl - manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc, Maree Wright
Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell
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Parish Weekly Diary....
Saturday 5 September
St Teresa of Calcutta
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads

Sunday 6 September
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am

Mass - Burleigh Heads (50+ people)
Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people)
Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people)
Mass - Miami (75+ people)
Mass - Burleigh Waters

6.00pm

Mass - Burleigh Waters (100+ people)

(100+ people - live-streamed)

Monday 7 September
9.00am Mass - Miami
Tuesday 8 September
Birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary
7.30am Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)
Wednesday 9 September
St Peter Claver
8.00am Morning Prayer of Divine Office
9.30am Mass - Ozanam Villa
5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach
Thursday 10 September
St Egwin
World Suicide Prevention Day
5.30pm Mass - Mudgeeraba
Friday 11 September
Coptic New Year
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters
(100+ people - live-streamed)

Saturday 12 September
Most Holy Name of Mary
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads

Sunday 13 September
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am

Mass - Burleigh Heads (50+ people)
Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people)
Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people)
Mass - Miami (75+ people)
Mass - Burleigh Waters

6.00pm

Mass - Burleigh Waters (100+ people)

(100+ people - live-streamed)

Monday 14 September
9.00am Mass - Miami

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
6 September, 2020
Father's Day
Year A: Ezek 33:7-9; Rom 13:8-10; Mt 18:15-20
next week's Readings: Sirach 27:30-28:7; Rom 14:7-9; Mt 18:21-35

We are in a section of Matthew’s gospel in which Jesus is doing community
building. So, today’s passage must be seen in the light of its larger context. Ever
since chapter 14, Jesus has been instructing his disciples. In chapter 18, his
teaching emphasizes and focuses on the community of believers, the church.
At the time Matthew wrote, the church was on its own, no longer a part of the
Jewish community and so no longer observing the daily norms and customs of that
religious tradition. The community needed guidelines for its life together and in
chapter 18 Matthew emphasizes the important ones. Faith in Jesus and his
teachings are the basis for this new community and believers will have to live in a
way that reflects their founder. Since Jesus revealed a forgiving and compassionate
God, the life of the community must do the same, if they are to witness to Jesus
resurrected and living in their midst. Forgiveness must be the hallmark of the
church. (Next week Peter will ask, "...how often must I forgive?" Jesus’ response - in
effect, a limitless number of times.)
When someone offends us we can say, "It’s a big world, I’ll just go my own way and
ignore him or her." The early church was a very small community surrounded by
non-believers. Members of the assemblies were easily recognizable and so was
how they behaved towards one another. It’s something like a family in a small town,
the neighbours quickly learn when there is conflict among family members. So too in
the tiny early church; people within and outside the community would know of
divisions among the believers. Conflicting members could not go their own way, the
whole community would know and suffer the consequences of their behaviour. The
injuries had to be dealt with through forgiveness and, if it that were done, all would
benefit. Outsiders would also notice the community’s behaviour and be drawn to it.
Today our larger communities might make it possible for conflict to continue, or be
ignored, without too much fuss. But an unseen wound is a wound nevertheless and
the unity and life of the believers are affected by offenses done by members against
one another.
The teaching in today’s gospel sets out a rather elaborate and specific process for
how forgiveness and reconciliation are to happen. At first just two people are
involved, "If your brother [or sisters] sins against you go and tell...." Notice that the
one sinned against must attempt a personal exchange with the offending party. At
this stage of the process the privacy of the two is being respected. The directions
don’t include explicit formulas or directions how the conversation is to go. It is hoped
the parties can converse reasonably that members can be trusted to know how to
behave and what to say. But life doesn’t always work out according to ideals.
If the first step fails, the conversation is to include just one or two more persons. We
might jump ahead at this point to the closing verse of today’s passage. "For where
two or three are gathered together in my name, there I am in the midst of them." We
most commonly apply this passage to when two or more believers pray together –
Jesus will be in their midst. True enough. But back to the context. The verse is in
the setting of reconciliation in the community; when "two or three" come together to
settle an offense against a member. When a believing community works to settle
disputes, Christ is in our midst working to achieve the same goal. That is what
makes this teaching more than an "ideal" and keeps it from being dismissed as not
practical in "the real world."
Or, put it another way. Where shall we find the true presence of Christ? In today’s
example, he is in our midst when we work together to right wrongs. Forgiveness and
justice should characterize the community; if it does, others will recognize
something unique about the church and might even recognize Christ alive and
active in our midst doing what isn’t "do-able" without him. We believe he is truly with
us at this Eucharistic celebration. We reflect on divisions in our local and universal
church, as well as between churches, resulting from offenses and
misunderstandings done over the centuries. We invite Christ to be with us as we
consciously and deliberately set about righting both large and small wrongs.
continued next page ...

Jesus’ instructions continue. If the offender is hardened and refuses to acknowledge the wrong the process moves to another level.
"If he/she refuses to listen to them, tell the church." Here Jesus gives the whole community the power to "bind and loosen"; the
power to welcome back a repentant member, but also to discipline an unrepentant offender. The latter is an unfortunate but, it
seems, necessary move. Actually, it isn’t so much that the church excludes someone from the community, but that the person guilty
of sin against a member has turned his/ her back on the community. Since they are obstinate in their sin, they have sentenced
themselves to exclusion. If they won’t mend the breech they have caused, the community is forced to state the obvious. The
offender must be treated as "a Gentile or a tax collector" – a catch-all phrase used at that time by the Jewish community to mean
anyone considered unclean and outside the faith. But remember
that Jesus welcomed Gentiles and tax collectors into his
company and offered them God’s forgiveness and acceptance. I
think that leaves his comment ambiguous.
We sense from this passage and all of chapter 18, that unity and
faithful adherence to Jesus’ teachings are important values for
Matthew. Christians are not to live as individuals, but as
members of a witnessing and supportive community. When a
member has been "sinned" against, others are there for support
and to see that rights are wronged.
But what’s the spirit of today’s gospel? Is Jesus just talking about
individual offenses and sins? Suppose a race is sinned against,
what are we to do? Suppose the poor on the other side of town
are being ignored or deprived of their needs and rights? Suppose
a group in our parish is treated as second class members just
because they are new arrivals? Suppose women’s voices are
ignored? Or, the elderly patronized? Suppose young people
never hear their lives or issues mentioned in the preaching and
public worship? Well...you get the idea.
Artwork: Peter and Robin Hanley “Come my arms are open”.

Why does God allow evil? [part 6]

However, though we end our quest to answer the origin
of evil, one thing is certain: since God is both
omnipotent and good, we must conclude that in His omnipotence and goodness there must be a
place for the existence of evil. We know that God Himself never does that which is evil. Nevertheless,
He also ordains whatsoever comes to pass. Though He does not do evil and does not create evil, He
does ordain that evil exists. If it does exist, and if God is sovereign, then obviously He must have
been able to prevent its existence. If He allowed evil to enter into this universe, it could only be by His
sovereign decision. Since His sovereign decisions always follow the perfection of His being, we must
conclude that His decision to allow evil to exist is a good decision.
Again, we must be careful here. We must never say that evil is good, or that good is evil. But that is
not the same thing as saying, "It is good that there is evil." Again, I repeat, it is good that there is evil,
else evil could not exist. Even this theodicy does not explain the "how" of the entrance of evil into the world. It only reflects upon the
"why" of the reality of evil. One thing we know for sure is that evil does exist. It exists, if nowhere else, in us and in our behaviour.
We know that the force of evil is extraordinary and brings great pain and suffering into the world. We also know that God is
sovereign over it and in His sovereignty will not allow evil to have the last word. Isn’t this what the crucifixion taught us? Evil always
and ever serves the ultimate best interest of God Himself. It is God in His goodness and in His sovereignty who has ordained the
final conquest over evil and its riddance from His universe. In this redemption we find our rest and our joy — and until that time, we
live in a fallen world.
Hence, what God does allow is our ability to ascribe meaning to that which happens. We are the ones who ascribe the designation
of whether it is evil or not – for example one person sees the flood as evil but another sees the same flood as good because it
cleans the land.
I know that in our creaturilness or our “dustness” that we can never understand the mind or will of God – we can come close to
being able to depth in some part but never the full reality and mind. Isn’t that what Jesus said to Peter last week – “the way you
think is man’s not God’s”. And we want to say “God why don’t you do what I want and say. Why don’t you fix things the way I want
it. If I were God I would fix everything and make it all nice”. But God doesn’t or does but we cant see the full extent of that. Does this
make us angry, yes. Do we get dismayed and walk away from this utter mystery – yes. But one thing I do know is that being within
the mystery makes life easier to understand rather than being outside or turned away from the mystery. In my life I have know
people who say God makes no sense and they walk away but still their answers are unsolved. I have found it better to remain in the
mystery and receive glimpses of the mystery and answers to the questions. For through the Christian community we know that
whether we face good or evil we do so as a community never alone. In the end our free will asks us to actually choose between that
which is good and that which is evil.
Padre
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SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2020
Welcome back to our enrolled families. We are moving forward with online preparation and plans for the celebration of the
Sacraments.
We have prepared for the Sacrament of Confirmation and, in the coming weeks, we will commence online preparation for First Holy
Communion for our enrolled families.
We are planning to hold combined celebrations for the Sacraments of Confirmation and First Holy Communion during various
Masses during the month of November, 2020.
We are mindful of current directives for group gatherings from the Queensland Government and the Archdiocese of Brisbane and will
provide regular updates via our Parish website and newsletter, and the Parish Facebook page.
Thank you to our Parish communities for your continued prayerful support, as the children continue on this special journey of hope.
HOLY LAND COLLECTION
The annual collection for the support of the church in the Holy Land normally takes place on Good Friday. This year, due to
the closure of churches around the world during Holy Week because of the COVID-19 Pandemic, Pope Francis moved the
date for this collection to Sunday September 13th to coincide with the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross on September
14th. This collection promotes the missionary work of the Church
in the Holy Land by providing welfare assistance to local
Christians in areas such as health, education, employment and housing.
Parishes, schools, orphanages and medical centres throughout the Holy Land
also rely on assistance from this collection. It is also used to maintain over 70
churches and shrines associated with the life of Jesus. Last year, Australian
Catholics donated $1.3 million to this cause, despite tough economic times, rural
droughts and the increasing cost of living. This year, we are again facing great
challenges due to COVID-19, but your generosity would again be greatly
appreciated. Please remember the Christians of the Holy Land on Sunday
September 13th and please also keep them in your prayers. Thank you.

Be blessed and bless others with your gift
Our faith calls us to help one another through prayer and
action. Your gift will be a blessing to struggling local
families; to seminarians and retired priests; and children
in our community in dire need of the love and care of a
Catholic community.

FUNERALS
Last week we celebrated the funerals of
Robert Betterton, Lorraine Prain and
Terrence Parry who have died in Christ.
Let us remember their families and friends in
our prayers this week.

19-20 September 2020
catholiccampaign.com.au

DECEASED
Masses have been requested for the recently
deceased and for friends and relatives whose
anniversaries occur at this time: Raymond

Taylor, Charlie and Alfred Gatt, Leon Grioli,

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for
Michael Allan, Patricia Ashton, Peter Bennett,
Leigh Boulcher, William Buckley, James
Burke, Diane Busutil, Mary Cale, Jan
Carmont, Jacqui & Emile Cloete & family,
Norma Evans, Angelita Freda, Geromy
Grima, Fred Grioli, Kath Hare, Vera Havlik,
Jean Hokin, Denis McEnery, Terezia Meleg,
Fay & John Mooney, Pat Moy, Stephen
Murray, Rosanna Ng, Josie Nicolas, Michael
Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne Owens, Phyllis
Pola, Goldina Pondoc, William Sheehan,
Peter Smith, Andrew Supple, Warren Wilson,
Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, the sick of our
Parish and all in need of God’s healing Spirit.




SATURDAY NIGHT VIGIL MASS will
return on 19 September (5pm Miami;
6pm Palm Beach).
SUNDAY EVENING MASS will return
to 5.30pm at Burleigh Waters on 20
September

This week the Eucharistic Friends (Catholic Brazilian Group) celebrated one year of our Tuesdays gatherings at the
Calvary Church, Miami. What an amazing opportunity it has been to have the permission to be at Miami Church to
pray and worship the Lord. We would like to thank all the community who have supported us in many ways on this
faithful journey. A very special thank you Padre for the wonderful ways that you lead and guide our Parish and for
opening the way for our Brazilian community in our Parish. None of this would be possible without all your support
along the way. You do a fantastic job every day in our community of Gold Coast and we are very grateful for that. Also,
Father Jacob Thank you for all your kindness, love, guidance and support to our group, you have been a great help.
Thank you to the volunteers that offer their time to help and to all our friends. God bless you all.

Tips for adults:
 The main role of the adult is to LISTEN and

recognise that children are experts about their
own lives.

 You can either write/draw the suggestions on the

page, or ask the children to do that themselves.
 Older children may prefer to do this individually.

You may need to ask younger children about their
drawing and record their story.

 Once you've collected the children's views, pass

them on to the people who make decisions, eg.
local council, school, club or organisation. Tell the
children how you want to share their ideas, and
keep them involved in the process.
It would be great if you could let NAPCAN know
about your project! contact@napcan.org.au

PLANNED GIVING - Sincere thanks to all who have continued to support the Parish during these times. Details for internet banking:
BSB: 064 786; A/c No: 00605 1108; A/c Name: Burleigh Parish; Reference: Planned Giving/Surname.

