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Parish Weekly Diary....
Saturday 6 February
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
4.15pm Reconciliation - Miami
5.00pm Mass - Miami
5.15pm Reconciliation - Palm Beach
6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday 7 February
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am
5.00pm
5.30pm

Mass - Burleigh Heads
Mass - Palm Beach
Mass - Mudgeeraba
Mass - Miami
Mass - Burleigh Waters
Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters
Mass - Burleigh Waters

Monday 8 February
St Bakhita
St Jerome Emiliani
9.00am Mass - Miami
Tuesday 9 February
7.30am Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)
Wednesday 10 February
St Scholastica
5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach
Thursday 11 February
Our Lady of Lourdes
5.15pm Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba
5.30pm Mass - Mudgeeraba
Friday 12 February
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)
Saturday 13 February
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
4.15pm Reconciliation - Miami
5.00pm Mass - Miami
5.15pm Reconciliation - Palm Beach
6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday 14 February
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am
5.00pm
5.30pm

Mass - Burleigh Heads
Mass - Palm Beach
Mass - Mudgeeraba
Mass - Miami
Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)
Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters
Mass - Burleigh Waters

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7 February, 2021
Year B: Job 7:1-4,6-7; 1 Cor 9:16-19,22-23; Mk 1:29-39
next week's Readings: Lev 13:1-2,44-46; 1 Cor 10:31-11:1; Mk 1:40-45

The selection from Job certainly contradicts the
familiar expression, "as patient as Job," we use to
describe someone of long suffering. Turns out, Job is
not patient at all. The popular wisdom of the time
would have attributed suffering to punishment for
wrongs. However, Job feels he has done nothing
wrong to deserve such misery. He is not meekly
accepting his lot in life, he is vocal, even eloquent, in his protest. His prayer lament
loosens our tongues and encourages those of us who feel life has become too
burdensome, especially through this long pandemic, to pray in a similar way.
Some people don’t think this is a "proper way to speak to God." They feel God is
either the source of their misery or that, though they have led good lives and
deserve better, God is standing by doing nothing while they are going through
distress. Rather than enter into a "shouting match" with God, they keep silent. But
this kind of respectful silence harbors resentment and can create a chill in our
relationship with God. There is plenty of witness in the Hebrew texts, especially in
the psalms, to encourage a more honest expression of our feelings. A complaint to
God puts aside false pieties, formalism and "proper etiquette," to express honest
feelings to the One who has the power to change things, but seems uninterested,
or even impotent.
There certainly are times in our lives when life seems out of control, as if someone
with an evil intent is running the show. We ask, "Who’s in charge here?" The evils
or hardships we experience can’t possibly be coming from the One who created
us, we reason. Job expresses this feeling of being under a harsh sentence when
he says he feels like a "hireling," someone working for a hard taskmaster. His days
are a "drudgery," he is, he says, a slave working in the hot sun who "longs for the
shade." What is troubling is that Job is not being punished for any wrong he has
committed. If he were, we would feel less fragile as we read this, we would feel
less susceptible to a similar fate. If this misery he so eloquently describes could
happen to an innocent person, who would be exempt from something similar?
Hearing Job might cause us to feel we are walking on thin ice and any moment we
might break through and be overwhelmed by the killing waters beneath.
Even living a good life doesn’t seem to spare us from what looks like the perfidy of
the gods. When we hear this Job reading we are tempted to put our hands over
our ears and shout at the top of our lungs, as we did when we were kids and didn’t
want to hear something. Of course now we behave in a more adult fashion when
the unpleasant enters. We change the subject if the conversation is about the
divorce of close friends, or a serious sickness that strikes down someone our age.
We avoid thinking about the future dire consequences of our present actions. We
change the channel when the faces of starving innocent children or weeping
victims of war appear.
Let’s not get morose, let’s talk about youth and physical beauty, the athletic and
the latest technologies. But it is hard to get Job’s words out of our heads as we
hear them at this liturgy. For anyone of us might speak them someday, no matter
how prosperous or successful our lives – or good. "I have been assigned months
of misery," sound like words from a COVID hospital ward. Is it the intensive care
unit separated from loved ones, or the grieving spouse who might say, "troubled
nights have been told off for me?"
I look for the grace in this passage; it ends so dismally! – "I shall not see
happiness again." Perhaps the sombre word of Job, who once prospered but is
now in dire straits, is a wakeup call to encourage me to keep my eyes and
attention fixed on God, and not to trust in the externals of life that can be taken
away overnight. I might also learn from Job that when life takes a hard turn I can
express myself without inhibition to God and know that God will not strike me
dead!
continued next page ...

One word of Job’s does stir up hope. He addresses God and says, "REMEMBER that my life is like the wind...." It is spoken by
person who realizes that he is not the source of his own being, that he is totally dependent on the One who created him. He is
telling the Creator, "Remember what you made when you made me, I am vulnerable, impermanent and can blow away and
disappear as easily as the wind. Remember I am nothing, insubstantial and need you for my very existence." It is a word of faith,
a word to remind God of the bond God has with the people. Not that God needs reminding – but I do! Job is saying, "You know
how I am, so do something about it!" He is challenging God to remember humans are mere wind. Bold speech indeed!
The word for wind used here is "ruah" and it has another possible reference. Ruah also refers to the life force that comes from
God. Job may be reminding God how ephemeral his life is (ruah); but at the same time admitting that God is the source of the
life breath (ruah) in him. So God can bring life to this frail human and sustain it. Has God forgotten? Of course not and by
"reminding" God, Job is actually reminding himself; God remembers what God made and knows it cannot live unless God keeps
renewing life in the creature, especially when misery had made that life burdensome.
In today’s gospel Jesus has just left the synagogue where he has driven an unclean spirit from a man and enters the house of
Simon and Andrew. He is told that Simon’s mother-in-law is sick with a fever. Notice how succinctly Mark tells the story: Jesus is
told about the woman’s condition, he goes over to her, "grasped her hand and helped her up and the fever left her. She
immediately began to wait on them." Mark uses rich New Testament expressions to describe the cure, though it sounds ordinary
on first hearing. Jesus "helped her up" – this is the same expression in the New Testament that is often used in the resurrection
stories. Mark is implying that this person is being given a new life, a life that only the risen Jesus can give.
What does this new life look like? Well, we are told when she was healed the woman "began to wait on them." It sounds like she
is doing household chores, "woman’s work." But the word Mark uses is "diakoneo," the word for "church work," or Christian
ministry. Thus, Mark is implying that she "waits" on the community and does the work of the community. When people
experience new life from Jesus, they are willing and able to serve
others. What one receives one wants to share. The mother-in-law is
quick in her response, her "work" isn’t taken on grudgingly. The best
ministers among us do their work with a sense of joy that seems to
come from their own experience of Jesus "raising them up." In fact,
believers who do "deaconal" work say they get more out of what they
do than they put into it. It is as if, in the midst of their ministry to
others, Jesus is taking them by their hand and "raising them up."
There is no easy answer to Job’s problems. He is the innocent
sufferer. There is no "solution" to the mystery of suffering. But we do
hear today’s gospel showing Jesus’ power over suffering. We know
that unlike the fictitious and innocent Job, Jesus is very real, the
sinless one who takes on our suffering; who suffers so others can be
set free. Not an easy answer either, but a truth to be engaged and
celebrated in our liturgy today. What Jesus did for Simon’s mother-in
-law he does for us, individually and as a community. He extends a
hand to us, raising us up from sin and death to a new life. His new
Artwork: Danci Monastery South Wall - Serbian Orthodox monastery,
life gives us the power to see the needs of others and respond with situated in Kosovo & Metohija. “Peter and his mother in law”
energy and joy.

Homily - 7 February 2021 Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Word of God Sunday
Today is Word of God Sunday, and I
begin this homily on the streets of
Brisbane. That’s because the Word of
God was never meant to be shut up
within the four walls of a Church
building.
There are around 2.8 million people
living in this diocese. About 700,000 of
those identify as Catholics, but only
around 60,000 will hear the word of
God at Mass this Sunday. In his
Apostolic Letter introducing Word of God Sunday, Pope Francis said
that “devoting a specific Sunday…to the word of God can enable the
Church to experience anew how the risen Lord opens up for us the
treasury of his word and enables us to proclaim its unfathomable
riches before the world”. So on this Sunday, I will preach as always
from the scriptures, but with a special invitation for you all to join me in
proclaiming the riches of the word of God before the world.
St Paul speaks of the Good News that’s more powerful than all the
bad news, even the bad news of death. The Good News he speaks of
isn’t a message: it’s not a ‘word’ in the usual sense. It’s the Word
made flesh who is a person, and the person is Jesus crucified and
risen, present among us right now, even here on the steps of the
Cathedral. He’s wanting to be seen and heard. St Paul stresses his
responsibility and duty to share the Good News, and with many others
in the Church I feel the same sense of responsibility and duty. For all
kinds of reasons, many have chosen not to join us in Church, but
today we want to go out and offer the Word to everyone, the Good
News which is all the Church really has – not to chide or condemn
anyone, not to cajole or force, not just to get people to “sign up” to the
organization because we need new members, but to share a gift with

everyone, especially those who need it most.
We want to invite you to join in sharing the Good News of Jesus with
everyone in the Archdiocese, especially perhaps those who have
been baptized but no longer walk with us. We want to offer all
Catholics the priceless gift that is their right as someone baptized into
Jesus. We want to offer them the power to rise from their sick-bed like
Peter’s mother-in-law, to be free of all the evil powers that can hold
can hold us down. We want people to know the healing touch of Jesus
in a Church which, as Pope Francis says, is a field-hospital.
We want everyone to know that they’re welcome here. These seats
are for you. This is holy ground, and it’s holy because here in a
special way we can see and hear the real, living Jesus. Here we can
come to him together, come to him just as we are, with all our
anxieties and ailments, all our wounds and weaknesses, all our
quandaries and questions. We want you and everyone to know the joy
of being a disciple – not perfect but, like all of us, a work in progress,
on the road with others, following Jesus into the fullness of life. The
journey of faith was never meant to be taken alone. It’s hard work at
times and pretty well impossible if we go it alone. That’s not what
Jesus wants for us; he doesn’t ask us to do the impossible. He wants
us to find sisters and brothers who travel with us, love us, support us,
listen to us, advise us, even correct us if need be. That’s what the
Church is meant to be – not some huge, decrepit organization with
ways that don’t speak to my soul and rules that don’t touch my life, but
a pilgrim people journeying out of darkness into light – the light of
Christ’s mercy, compassion, forgiveness and healing.
On this Word of God Sunday we’re making a call to all Catholics to
encounter the Word of God in a new and deeper way. The call isn’t
harsh or heavy; it’s more an invitation than any kind of command. We
want to propose, not impose. If you’re baptized Catholic, but feel
estranged from the Church, this call is for you.
continued next page ...

Perhaps you have friends in the same situation: well, you could also invite them. This call comes not from us but through us – through us
from Jesus himself. If it were just from me or from us, then forget it. But the call comes to you from Jesus. It’s a call from him and to him. He
calls you to himself – not for his own sake or for the Church’s sake, but for your sake and the sake of the people whose lives you touch.
So join me in inviting anyone and everyone you know to listen to the Lord’s voice which can be hard to hear with all the inne r noise of our
mind and heart and all the outer noise of a world full of loud voices, many of them promising life but delivering death.
Each parish and community has resources from Evangelisation Brisbane that will help anyone hearing these words to get involved. But
there are three simple things you can do…
1. Sign up for the prayer outreach through the Evangelisation Brisbane website, something we can all do to support and encourage those
responding to this call to go on this journey of faith.
2. Offer yourself as a volunteer to accompany those starting the journey by enrolling on the Evangelisation Brisbane website (we may need
10, 100 or a 1000 depending on the response we draw).
3. Be a welcoming presence in your community to ensure that new faces are greeted in a warm and friendly way, so that in finding you
they will find Jesus.
My prayer is that, on this Word of God Sunday, the Holy Spirit will move in the life of every baptized Catholic, so that in the time ahead
everyone will discover the deep meaning of their baptism and have their lives changed by the encounter with the Word of God himself, with
Jesus crucified and risen.
Since the pandemic came upon us, I’ve been listening a fair bit to the music of Leonard Cohen who’s long been a favourite of mine. His
seems just the right voice for a time like this – sombre but truthful and in the end hopeful. In one of his songs, Cohen says, “There’s a crack
in everything; that’s how the light gets in”. There’s also a crack in everyone, a crack in you and me. But that’s how the light gets in – the light
of Jesus which nothing and no-one can dispel. The call to you and to all whom you may know is a call from the light and to the light.
Whatever the darkness may be, let the light in...then come, walk with us.
+ His Grace, Archbishop Mark Coleridge
In an advertising campaign in February and March featuring international cricketer, Matthew Hayden, the
Archdiocese of Brisbane is inviting all baptised Catholics to reflect upon what it means to be baptised Catholic.
We’re looking for your help to:
 Pray for the opening of hearts
 Accompany those who are seeking
 Welcome new faces
There will also be fliers in our parish that you can give to family, friends, or colleagues who might be interested.
To sign up to be an accompanier or join the prayer, or to find out more: www.evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/
baptisedcatholic.


CHILDREN'S MASS - Every 4th Sunday of the Month at 10am Mass, Mary, Mother of
Mercy, Burleigh Waters the Mass will be specifically dedicated to a Children’s Mass and
Liturgy. The Readings and Homily will be for the children. If any children would like to be
part of this new adventure as readers and ministers please contact the Parish
Office. Thank you to those who volunteered to be co-ordinators. We will meet after 10am
Mass, Mary, Mother of Mercy, on 14 February. Padre



CHILDREN'S LITURGY - ST BENEDICT'S, MUDGEERABA - Primary school
aged children are welcome to join Children's Liturgy during 8.30am Mass at St Benedict's
each Sunday, starting Sunday 7 February.



THE CATHOLIC LEADER has returned as a monthly newspaper after a 10-month
hiatus. Limited copies are available at the churches for $4 each.



SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2021

- Families with children, who are baptised
Catholic and in Year 4 and older, are invited to attend a Parent Information and Enrolment
Session to register for the three Sacraments of Penance, Confirmation and First Holy
Communion.
Please attend one Parent Information and Enrolment Session on
Wednesday 17th February, 2021 at either 3.30pm or 5.30pm in Mary Mother of Mercy
Church, Sunlight Drive, Burleigh Waters. Enrolments will be accepted on this day.
Please register your attendance at Parent Information and Enrolment Session Link:
https://signup.com/go/beSrYjw Enrolled families will commence preparation for Penance
on the weekend of 27th and 28th February with presentation of Sacramental sashes, and
preparation will commence online in the week following.
Can you assist? We are looking for anyone who would like to help with administration
on the Enrolment Day. Inquiries – Angela Williams, Sacramental Coordinator
Email: pa.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
Dear Palm Beach Parishioners - The Jesus and Mary statues have been sent away
for six weeks to be restored, by kind donation of Margaret Costigan.

Playgroup - MOTHER EFFECT- GOLD COAST
Tuesdays from 9am - 11am
at Mary, Mother of Mercy Community Centre.
A safe environment that provides support for both mums and children up to
five years old with fun activities, story time, craft and lots of fun.
Donation $2. mothereffectgc@gmail.com

PLANNED GIVING - Sincere thanks to all who have continued
to support the Parish.
Details for internet banking: BSB: 064 786; A/c No: 00605 1108;
A/c Name: Burleigh Parish; Reference: Planned Giving/Surname.

FUNERALS
Last week we celebrated the funerals of John
Michael Connor, William Neville Connor and
Peter Warren Bennett who have died in
Christ. Let us remember their families and
friends in our prayers this week.

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for
Michael Allan, Patricia Ashton, Leigh
Boulcher, James Burke, Diane Busutil,
Bernard Clark, Jacqui & Emile Cloete &
family, Glen Dixon, Norma Evans, Peter
Freeman, Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli, Kath
Hare, Vera Havlik, Jean Hokin, Veronica
James, Denis McEnery, Terezia Meleg, Pat
Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie Nicolas, Eileen
O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne
Owens, Les Pierce, Phyllis Pola, William
Sheehan, Peter Smith, Andrew Supple, Olivia
Tonner, Warren Wilson, Graham Zendler,
Norah Zipf, the sick of our Parish and all in
need of God’s healing Spirit.

DECEASED
Masses have been requested for the recently
deceased and for friends and relatives whose
anniversaries occur at this time:
Peter

Bennett, Margaret Anning, Annette Anning,
Nev Connor, William Buckley, Vincent
Bugeja, Rogan Mizzi, Doreen Clews, Jose M
Abarquez, Ena AP Callada.

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.

The WCM Meditation Group will recommence on Wednesday 10
February at 6pm. Further information Paul - 0499 487270.

PARISH CHOIR Rehearses each Monday, 5.30 - 6.30pm, Mary,
Mother of Mercy Church. All welcome. Phone Cathy 0431 356007.

Music for this Sunday
Gathering:

Gather Us In

We Are Many Parts

Here in this place, new light is streaming,
now is the darkness, vanished away,
see, in this space, our fears and our dreamings,
brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in the lost and forsaken,
gather us in the blind and the lame;
call to us now, and we shall awaken,
we shall arise at the sound of our name.

We are many parts, we are all one body,
and the gifts we have we are given to share,
may the Spirit of love make us one indeed,
one, the love that we share,
one, our hope in despair,
one, the cross that we bear.
God of all, we look to you,
we would be your servants true,
let us be your love to all the world.

We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry,
we are the old who yearn for your face,
we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry,
called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in the rich and the haughty,
gather us in the proud and the strong,
give us a heart so meek and so lowly,
give us the courage to enter the song.

So my pain is pain for you,
in your joy is my joy, too,
all is brought together in the Lord.
All you seekers great and small,
seek the greatest gift of all,
if you love, then you will know the Lord.

© 1982, Marty Haugen, GIA Publications

© 1980, Marty Haugen, GIA Publications

Psalm Response:

Recessional: Blest Be The Lord

Praise the Lord who heals the broken hearted.

Blest be the Lord; blest be the Lord,
the God of mercy, the God who saves.
I shall not fear the dark of night,
nor the arrow that flies by day.

Communion: Our Supper Invitation
Take of my bread and eat, drink my new wine.
Take of my life and live, branch of my vine.
Let me befriend you now; eat, take your fill.
Don’t be afraid to dream; love has its will.
Take up your burden now, walk ‘til you find
just what the journey means; walk while there’s time.
Food for the journey will answer your need.
Don’t be afraid to walk; love, my love will lead.
Take of my bread and eat, drink my new wine.
Be a sweet nourishment to good friends of mine.
Let me befriend you now; eat, take your fill.
Share with your people, that love has its will.

He will release me from the nets of all my foes.
He will protect me from their wicked hands.
Beneath the shadow of his wings I will rejoice
to find a dwelling place secure.
I need not shrink before the terrors of the night,
nor stand alone before the light of day.
No harm shall come to me,
no arrow strike me down,
no evil settle in my soul.
© 1978, Daniel L Schutte, New Dawn Music

Take of my bread and eat, drink my new wine.
Take of my life and live, branch of my vine.
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2
3

© 1985, Kevin Bates

For the Kids ...

Across
1. you open this to enter or leave a room
3. something that costs no money is this
4. the star in our solar system
5. unwell
6. Jesus went to many Jewish meeting places in this town
9. very sad
10. the moon and stars appear in the sky at this time
Down
1. Jesus healed all kinds of terrible _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
2. a preacher tells people about God’s good _ _ _ _
3. someone with a high temperature could have this
7. Jesus healed this man’s sick mother-in-law
8. you sleep in this

4
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