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Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams
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Parish Weekly Diary....
Saturday 6 November
7.00am
4.15pm
5.00pm
5.15pm
6.00pm

Mass - Tallebudgera Cemetery
Reconciliation - Miami
Mass - Miami
Reconciliation - Palm Beach
Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday 7 November
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am
5.00pm
5.30pm

Mass - Burleigh Heads
Mass - Palm Beach
Mass - Mudgeeraba
Mass - Miami
Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)
Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters
Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)

Monday 8 November
9.00am Mass - Miami
Tuesday 9 November
The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

7.30am

Mass - Burleigh Waters

Wednesday 10 November
St Leo The Great

5.30pm

Mass - Palm Beach

Thursday 11 November
St Martin of Tours

5.15pm
5.30pm

Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba
Mass - Mudgeeraba

Friday 12 November
St Josephat

10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)

Saturday 13 November
8.00am
4.15pm
5.00pm
5.15pm
6.00pm

Mass - Burleigh Heads
Reconciliation - Miami
Mass - Miami
Reconciliation - Palm Beach
Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday 14 November
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am
5.00pm
5.30pm

Mass - Burleigh Heads
Mass - Palm Beach
Mass - Mudgeeraba
Mass - Miami
Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)
Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters
Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)

Year B: 1 Kg 17:10-16; Heb 9:24-28; Mk 12:38-44
next week's Readings: Dan 12:1-3; Heb 10:11-14,18; Mk 13:24-32

St. Mark tells us that one day Jesus was
teaching in the Temple. What was he
teaching? First, he severely criticized the
pretence of religious leaders who looked holy
and were respected as they walked around
in public. But they were guilty, he says, of
"devouring the houses of widows" – as they
pretended to say lengthily prayers. They
could "devour the houses of widows" because a widow might entrust her
finances to these learned scribes for safe keeping, only to be swindled by
them. Or, widows might go to these legal experts with problems, but the
widows’ opponents, who could pay, got favourable judgments, not the poor
widows. And so, Jesus criticized the scribes whom, he says, "devour the
houses of widows."
The widow in our story is sometimes used as an example for fund-raisers.
Their pitch goes, "See how generous this poor widow was, can you give more
for our appeal? Can you be as generous as she was?" Well, Jesus was not a
fund-raiser. He was not using the widow as an example of sacrificial giving to
stir generous giving on our part. He had just criticized how widows were being
taken advantage of. Now he can point to a trusting widow as an example of
what he was saying. Did God really want her to contribute all she had – her
"whole livelihood?" Wouldn’t God want her well-being and protection from
dishonest scalpers, who might keep her few coins for themselves?
Jesus is doing what he always does in the gospels. What catches his eye and
draws his heart are those in most need: those who need forgiveness...those
who, as in the case of the widow, need someone to take their side, speak up
for them, counsel and protect their interests.
That day, as Jesus sat in the temple precincts, what impressed him? What
caught his eye? Not the superficial things that impress so many in our world.
Not the expensive clothes of the prosperous. Not the high social standing of
those scribes. Certainly not their religious airs. Nor the way those scribes, the
legal experts, treated widows. Jesus saw what others would have missed, a
poorly dressed, sad looking woman with grief written on her face, coming to
the Temple. Perhaps she was one who would have been elbowed out of the
way to make room for the prominent, well-known benefactors, with gold and
silver in their money bags. The widow wasn’t important.
Jesus got up from the place he was sitting and called his disciples. The
teacher had a lesson for them. He wanted his disciples to observe what he had
observed. Not all the gold and silver in the Temple, not the elaborate priestly
vestments and the large books of prayer. He wanted them to take note of the
widow. It they were to be his disciples, live his way of life, then the needy and
the neglected must come first in their eyes. They were also to see how pure
her intentions were as she came to worship God. Among all the so-called
religious people there that day, the widow was the one with true religion. She,
not the scribes, was the important religious figure in the story. She, not the
scribes, was honoured by Jesus.
Some people wonder about the things they do in this life. A mother of three
asked, "Am I really born to be a housewife and mother? Shouldn’t I be doing
something more important?" A man asks, "Did I really come into this world to
be a truck driver?" A young woman wonders, "I work in an office. Was I meant
to sit in front of a computer all my life?"
Fill in the blanks, because what might to us seem ordinary even, on some
days, insignificant, might not be the way Jesus sees our
continued next page ...

lives. Remember how Jesus described the widow: doing a simple act of love was more important than anything anyone else
was doing in that impressive Temple, with all those so-called important people around. We could miss the holiness and
significance of our own daily offerings in service to God, family and neighbour. We pray for a renewed gift of the Spirit to open
our eyes and ears to see and hear with Jesus’ own eyes and ears Jesus is in Jerusalem where he, like the widow, is going to
give his whole life in worship to God and service for us. In fact, Mark has been showing that Jesus has been giving his life
throughout all his ministry, as he: gave his healing touch to the desperate leper; comforted the father and then cured his son
rolling in a fit on the ground; fed the crowds who followed him into the desert; tirelessly engaged in arguments with the
religious leaders who hounded him, etc.
Jesus’ teaching about the hypocrisy of some religious leaders in his day,
might cause us to squirm as modern Catholics, as more and more bad
news comes to light about some of our religious leaders. Mark’s gospel is
a cautionary tale for us in the church, especially our leaders, ordained
and lay, charged with ministering to the faithful.
Jesus saw those scribes and their hypocrisy. He also saw with a heart
filled with compassion and with a keen sense of what was right and what
was wrong. The widow was no stranger to Jesus, because he would see
in her what he himself was doing all along: he too had been giving all that
he had and would continue to do so, till he gave all of his life for us in
Jerusalem. We receive Jesus at this Eucharist so that, like him, we can
give our lives in service to those he was always pointing out to us, as he
did for his disciples – the least in our midst.
Artwork: “The Widow’s Mite” by James Christensen

Advent Retreat and Reflection Day Mary Mother of Mercy Church & Community Centre
9am for 9.30am start. Finish by 3pm. Saturday 4 December 2021
As we journey through Advent, you are invited to take some time in silence and quietude, to prepare for the Feast of the
Incarnation.
Drawing on the words from John’s Gospel 1:1-18 (Gospel reading for Christmas Day), “In the beginning there was the
Word… In the Word was life…”, and Psalm 139:13-16 “For you created my innermost being… all the days ordained for me
were written in your book…” we will spend a day in creative reflection, pondering our true identity in God – we are God’s
glorious creation, in whom God delights.
During the course of the day, there will be opportunities for communal prayer, quiet reflection, and meditative walking. We
will also engage in a reflective creative process to create a take home personal hand labyrinth as a tool for your own
continuing meditation and reflection.
A donation of $25 is invited to cover the cost of morning tea and supplied craft materials. Please BYO lunch, water bottle,
hat, and sunscreen, plus a journal and pen (optional).
For more information and to register contact Sue Thomas sue@suethomas.net.au or text 0428597264 with your
name and contact details.
Sue is a Spiritual Director, Veriditas Advanced Labyrinth Facilitator,
and offers retreat and reflection days for parishes, schools, small groups, and individuals.

November Masses - envelopes available at all Churches
Annual Mass at Tallebudgera Cemetery
Saturday 6 November, 7am

(no 8am Mass at Burleigh Heads on that day)

FUNERALS
Last week we celebrated the funerals of Martin
Pobjoy and Cecil Fletcher who have died in Christ.
Let us remember their families and friends in our
prayers this week.

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for Michael Allan,
Patricia Ashton, Brent Bennett, Leigh Boulcher,
James Burke, Diane Busutil, Bernard Clark, Jacqui &
Emile Cloete & family, Glen Dixon, Peter Freeman,
Irene Garland, Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli, Vera
Havlik, Jean Hokin, Anne Lord, Denis McEnery,
Terezia Meleg, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie
Nicolas, Eileen O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly,
Anne Owens, Elmer Pesebre, Phyllis Pola, Maureen
Reti, Peter Smith, Andrew Supple, Olivia Tonner,
Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, the sick of our Parish
and all in need of God’s healing Spirit.

DECEASED
Masses have been requested for the recently deceased
and for friends and relatives whose anniversaries
occur at this time: Peter Kennedy, Mary Minogue,

Enid Gatt, John Costigan, Tom & Ida Bonke, Henk
Zervaas, Johanna Zervaas, Edward Sherlock,
Maleita Sherlock, Paul Tonna, Sharon Goldsworthy
Page, Humphreys family, Bury family, Doris
McSherry, Clive & Necia Larney.

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2021
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

A Prayer for Those in Prison Ministry

Last Wednesday, the Sacramental families attended
a practice in receiving Communion. The children
were led in an examination of conscience in
preparation for attending Reconciliation.
We were guided by Sue Thomas in walking the
Labyrinth – a peaceful and contemplative experience
of prayer. We thank Sue for her generosity in giving
of her time.
Thank you to all who assisted with this gathering of
the families. We are so blessed with our wonderful
volunteers.
The children are very much looking forward to
celebrating their First Holy Communion on the
weekend of the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
King of the Universe – 20th and 21st of November.
Please keep our families in your continued prayers.

God of all life,
Your son called us to be compassionate, just as you are compassionate.
 CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON will be held on
And so we pray:
Thursday 2 December, 11.30am at Burleigh
For our generous Earth,
Sports Club. $25 includes a lucky door prize, 2
Who, even when mistreated, continues to nourish and sustain us.
course luncheon, treats and presents. Phone
May we grow in mutual care.
Doreen 5534 2767 to pre-pay and book.
For our suffering peoples,
 PLANNED GIVING - Thank you for the
Who, even when facing injustices, teach us resilience and hope.
generosity and support of all who contribute to
May we grow in mutual care.
the Parish Planned Giving. Details for electronic
banking are as follows:

For each one of us,
Who, in times of change, find new ways of reaching out and in.
May we grow in mutual care.
And may we be blessed and inspired
as we hear these words anew:
"For you had compassion for those who were in prison."¹
In the name of Jesus, gentle and humble of heart,
Amen
¹ Heb 10:34

BSB: 064 786; A/c No: 100010144.
Reference: Planned Giving/Surname.


CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS - Every 4th
Sunday of the Month at 10am Mass, Mary,
Mother of Mercy - the Mass is specifically
dedicated to a Children’s Mass and Liturgy. The
Readings and Homily will be for the children.



PARISH CHOIR REHEARSALS - Mondays

at Mary, Mother of Mercy Church from 5.30 6.30pm. All ages welcome.
If you are a Parish Volunteer or working in the parish the onus is on you to comply with all
Archdiocesan policies.
Safeguarding training and registration is available online www.safeguardingaob.com.au . If you see any unsafe practice or reportable occurrence please  THE NEOCATECHUMENAL COMMUNITY
- St Benedict's Church Mudgeeraba, Thursday
contact the Parish Office or STOPline Service - 1300 304 550;
AOB@stopline.com.au;
7.30 - 8.30pm. Dean Sargent 0401 942241.
www.bnecatholic.stopline.com

Music for this Sunday
Gathering: I Heard The Voice Of Jesus

Thanksgiving:

I heard the voice of Jesus say,
'Come unto me and rest;
lay down, O weary one, lay down
your head upon my breast'.
I came to Jesus, as I was,
so weary and worn and sad;
I found in him a resting place,
and he has made me glad.

Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me bring your love.
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord.
And where there's doubt, true faith in you.

I heard the voice of Jesus say,
'Behold, I freely give
the living water; thirsty one,
stoop down and drink, and live'.
I came to Jesus, and I drank
of that life-giving stream;
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
and now I live in him.

Oh, Master, grant that I may never seek
so much to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved, as to love, with all my soul.

© Oxford University Press

Prayer Of St Francis

Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there's despair in life, let me bring hope.
Where there is darkness only light,
and where there's sadness ever joy.

Make me a channel of your peace.
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
in giving of ourselves that we receive,
and in dying that we're born to eternal life.
© 1968, Sebastian Temple, OCP Publications

Psalm Response:

Recessional:

Praise the Lord, my soul.

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;
to his feet thy tribute bring;
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
ever-more his praises sing:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise the everlasting King.

Communion:

Take And Eat

Take and eat, this is my body.
Take and drink, this is my life-blood.
Whenever you share this meal with others
do so in memory of me.
© 1988/94 Maggie Russell, Willow Connection Pty Ltd

For the Kids ...

Praise, My Soul, The King Of Heaven

Father-like he tends and spares us;
well our feeble frame he knows;
in his hands he gently bears us,
rescues us from all our foes:
Praise him! Praise him! Alleluia!
Widely as his mercy flows.

