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Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
8 September, 2019
Year C: Wis 9:13-18; Philemon 9-10,12-17; Lk 14:25-33
next week's Readings: Ex 32:7-11,13-14; 1 Tim 1:12-17; Lk 15:1-32

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM:
Fr Morgan Batt - Parish Priest
Fr Saji George, CMI - Parochial Vicar
Fr Jacob Kalu - Parochial Vicar
Parish Business & Finance Manager
Mr Neil Segerdahl - manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc, Maree Wright
Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom
Parish Youth Minister - Darcy Rogers

Parish Weekly Diary....
Monday, 9 September
9.00am Mass - Miami - followed by Adoration
of Blessed Sacrament until 11am
Tuesday, 10 September
7.30am Mass - Burleigh Waters
Wednesday, 11 September
7.00am Mass - Miami
9.30am Mass - Ozanam Villa
5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach
Thursday, 12 September
7.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
5.30pm Mass - Mudgeeraba
Friday, 13 September
St John Chrysostom
9.00am Mass - Robina Hospital
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters
Saturday, 14 September
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
4.30pm Sacrament of Penance - Miami
5.30pm Sacrament of Penance - Palm Beach
5.45pm Sacrament of Penance - Burleigh Heads
Saturday, 14 September
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5.00pm Mass - Miami
Sat 6.00pm Mass - Palm Beach
Sat 6.15pm Mass - Burleigh Heads
SUNDAY, 15 September
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads
7.00am Mass - Palm Beach
8.30am Mass - Miami
8.30am Mass - Mudgeeraba
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters
5.00pm Sacrament of Penance - Burleigh Waters
5.30pm Mass - Burleigh Waters
MASS TIMES are available on our Website www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au/Masstimes

BOND UNIVERSITY SUNDAY MASS
7pm - in the Student Lounge

next Mass 22 September

Let’s admit it: the opening verse of today’s gospel is, at best, going to confuse
many. A family together in the pew might look out of the corner of their eyes at
one another as they hear Jesus say, "If anyone comes to me without hating his
father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters and even their own
life, they cannot be my disciple." Is Jesus serious… "hate" a family member for
his sake?!
Those are harsh words. How could Jesus tell us to hate a beloved family
member? How does what he says here match with his teachings about loving
one another as we love ourselves – neighbour and even our enemy?
One way to understand what he says is to interpret it in light of his Jewish way
of speaking. It deliberately expresses extreme opposites to get a point across.
So, his hearers might not have been as jolted as we were when they heard
what Jesus said. What is Jesus trying to say by his extreme mode of
expression? He wants us to seriously consider the cost of being his disciples
and make any sacrifice necessary to follow him.
It helps to remind ourselves what Jesus said elsewhere about family. When
family members asked to see him (8:21) he replied, "My mother and my
brothers [sisters] are those who hear the word of God and act on it." When a
woman in the crowd cried out, "Blessed is the womb that carried you and the
breasts at which you nursed," Jesus responded, "Rather, blessed are those who
hear the word of God and observe it." Those responses would have been
shocking to his hearers. In their world a person understood themselves only in
relation to their family, village and religious community. Unlike us, individual
identity was not primary. Rather, blood ties were primary and inviolable sources
of one’s identity. So, how could he possibly include in his "family" those who
were his followers, but not related by blood?
Jesus’ point is quite clear. Those who heard him and wanted to be his disciple
had to first consider the cost before they decided to follow him. Pain and
sacrifice are inevitably attached to committed discipleship. There is no such
thing as casual Christianity. Are we willing to pay the costs? Do we have the
resolve to keep the promise of discipleship even when it requires serious and
ongoing sacrifice? Those are some of the questions raised by today’s gospel
passage.
Throughout the gospel Jesus often speaks of loving others, including one’s
family. He wants us to be of one mind and heart with them; but choosing to
follow Jesus in all parts of our life may expose us to hatred, ridicule, rejection
and physical harm – even from our own family. In the early church there were
examples of fathers turning over their children to torture and death because
they had become Christians.
Luke wrote for a church living in hostile, pagan places where Christians faced
persecution. He presents Jesus’ admonition to a suffering church. Today most
of us do not live in hostile environments. Still, what kind of response do we get
when we join our bishops’ voices speaking against: the horrible conditions for
continued next page ...

refugees; abortion; euthanasia; unjust society; protection for the environment, etc. People may not verbally oppose us, but
even some in our closest circles may roll their eyes when we mention any of the above.
Usually the parables have a surprise twist. But the two parables in today’s reading are clear and appeal to common sense.
They make the same reasonable point. If you are going to attempt to do something significant, like build a tower, or march to
battle, you must carefully consider the costs. Why invest valuable resources in a foolish pursuit that has no possibility of
completion and success? Then again, why not invest everything in what gives life – following Jesus and, when called upon,
carry the cross he did?
There are moments in the Gospels when people get excited over Jesus and begin following him. But when the way gets
difficult, as Jesus predicted, their superficial commitment comes to light. In terms of the parable, they started to build, but
could not finish. That is why Jesus called the enthusiastic crowds following him to consider carefully the serious commitment
they would be making in following him. Could they really follow him all the way, when it could mean giving up everything else
and even result in suffering for Christ?
As he has done before, Jesus calls his disciples to "renounce all possessions." Again, he is asking for a total response from
them. They must be willing to give up the security and comfort of even their own families and to spend themselves entirely
as his disciples.
When you hear a challenge like today’s and all that Jesus is asking of
us, don’t you feel inadequate to the task? We know we will fall short of
what he asks; we still seek personal interests over his; hunger for
material comfort and possessions and not totally willing to work for the
sake of what the gospel asks.
Bottom line: we begin our Eucharist with a moment of penance and
always receive an assurance of forgiveness. And we need it. We need
to be forgiven for building up the reign of God half-heartedly. When we
hear what the gospel asks of us we are tempted to throw our hands up
in frustration, "Who can possibly do what he asks, I can’t!"
None of us can on our own, but grace is the subject of the sentence.
Grace spurs us to conversion. Grace enables us to recommit
ourselves. Grace also promises us not to leave us on our own as we
try to throw our whole selves into the gospel project – the "tower" we
are called to construct. Grace helps us pay the complete cost of that
construction project, which Jesus started and we have been called to
share in finishing.

Our Parish Pilgrim Group has arrived safely for
their Holy Land Journey.
In Bethlehem they celebrated Mass in St
Helena's Chapel in the Basilica of the Nativity.

Parish News and Happenings
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2020
The next Sacramental Preparation program for young people (Year 4 schooling and
upwards) who have received the Sacrament of Baptism, will commence in Lent 2020.
There has been a revision of the Parish practice for Sacramental preparation. In 2020,
preparation for the Sacraments of Penance, Confirmation and First Holy Communion
will be contained within one (1) calendar year.
This program will be advertised extensively in Parish and School Newsletters and media
throughout the Parish in October/November 2019 and February 2020.
DATE CLAIMER: Enrolment and Parent Information Sessions will be held on
Wednesday 19th February, 2020, at 9.30am or 5.30pm, and enrolments for
preparation and celebration of three Sacraments during 2020 will only be accepted on
this date.
Any enquiries, please contact Angela Williams, Sacramental Coordinator –
sc.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au or phone the Parish Office 07) 5572 5433.




Would you like to know more about the
Catholic faith? RCIA ENQUIRY NIGHT
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) will
be held on Monday 21 October, 6.30 8.30pm in the boardroom, Mary, Mother of
Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters. This is a
night when anyone who may be interested
in becoming a Catholic or needing to
receive the sacraments of Confirmation
and First Holy Communion, or perhaps
just learning about the Catholic faith, is
welcome to attend. People willing to be
sponsors or to accompany someone to the
Enquiry Night are also invited. For further
information phone the Parish Office on
5576 6466 or Josee Hill 0430 546465.

GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
MASS - Couples celebrating their Golden



SAFEGUARDING LEVEL 2 TRAINING
will be held on Wednesday 9 October, 6
- 7.45pm, Mercy Community Centre,
Burleigh Waters - to book please go to:
https://www.trybooking.com/536760
Invitation code: southcoast or phone Bren
Milsom 0407 533048. A "Which Training
do I need" poster is displayed in each
church.



MARYMOUNT COLLEGE REUNION
1969, 1979, 1989, 1999 & 2009 - 3.30 6.30pm,
Saturday
14
September.
Information
and
bookings
https://
www.trybooking.com/ZXRB



Wedding Anniversary, together with family
and friends, are invited to the annual Mass
on Saturday 28 September, 10am at the
Cathedral of St Stephen in Brisbane. Light
refreshments in the Hanly Room will
follow. For catering purposes please rsvp
to cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au or phone
3324 3030 by Friday 20 September. The
Cathedral car park will be available.


PARISH CHOIR will resume on Monday
23 September from 5.30 - 6.30pm in Mary,
Mother of Mercy Church. New members
most welcome to come along on Monday
nights - even if you can only attend
fortnightly or monthly, please come along
and join in.



The movie "Unplanned" is coming to Event
Cinemas Robina on Tuesday 17
September at 7pm. Unplanned is a true
story about Abby Johnson, a young Clinic
Director of Planned Parenthood, and a lifechanging experience which turned her into
an anti-abortion activist. Please go to the
website Fan-Force then click on the tab
"Screening" and buy your ticket before 6
September. If Event Cinemas don't get
enough tickets the movie won't be
screened. You can also buy your tickets
at
https://fan-force.com/screenings/
unplanned-event-cinemas-robina/

THE CATHOLIC LEADER -

Fijian
Archbishop visits Brisbane as part of the
Season of Creation, highlighting the
importance of rising sea levels on the
Pacific Islands.

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for
Michael Allan, Noreen Andersen, Patricia
Ashton, Glenys Bailey, Ida Elda Bonke,
Leigh Boulcher, Peter Briggs, Lily
Burgstaller, James Burke, Diane Busutil,
Joyce Cabral, Jan Carmont, John
Costigan, Graham Dall, Fr Des Fitzgerald,
Angelita Freda, Ann-Maree Freese, Anne
Gavaghan, Norma Greenland, Geromy
Grima, Fred Grioli, Vera Havlik, Cheryl
Hingerty, Jean Hokin, Patricia Holmes,
Angelika Huber, Nona Hudson, Harry
Hunter, Norman Ingle, Stuart Ingram,
Veronica James, Clive Andrew Lang,
Denis McEnery, Anne McInnes, Fay &
Dennis McGreevy, Terry Miners, John
Mooney, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie
Nocolas, Mary O'Brien, Sr Annette
O'Connor, Paul O'Connor, Eileen O’Neill,
Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly, Anne Owens,
Maureen Pocock, Phyllis Pola, William
Sheehan, Peter Smith, Pacing Soriano,
Isaac Stafrace, Andrew Supple, Odette
Sweeney, Luke Thorpe, Lourdes Toledo,
Nemcio Toledo, Sarra Tyler, Marie Walker,
Dan Wilson, Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf,
the sick of our Parish and all in need of
God’s healing Spirit.

DECEASED
Masses have been requested for the
recently deceased and for friends and
relatives whose anniversaries occur about
this time: Raymond (Ray) Taylor, Alan

Bugeja, Des McGarry, Thomas Phelan,
Hal Ward.

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.

Family Groups
Goannas Sunday 29 September
12 noon, Burleigh Town Tavern, Township Dr,
West Burleigh.
Phone Margaret 5534 2654. All welcome.

ANNUAL CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN
at all Masses this weekend
The Annual Catholic Campaign happens
just once a year and involves every
parish across our Archdiocese coming
together to expand the Church's capacity
to care.
Funds raised will support ministries that
directly impact this parish.
Over the past years, our parish has given
generously and together we have made
a lasting impact on the lives of so many
people in our community.
Thank you for your generosity and for
making sure our Church is here to help in
times of need.

PLANNED GIVING LAST WEEK -



CODE:

 = very good;
 = good;
 = hangin’ in there;
 = help!
Counting roster this week: Miami

2018 EXPENSES:
Repairs & Maintenance Units - $12,000.00

Mondays, 6.30pm
Infant Saviour
meeting room
New Course commences October

please pray for Recovery
Damien Kinnear 0401313258
kinneark@bigpond.net.au

Liturgical Music for the Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
INTRODUCTORY RITES:

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST:

Gathering:

Communion:

We Are Called
Come, live in the light.
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord.
We are called to be light for the kingdom,
to live in the freedom of the city of God.
We are called to act with justice,
we are called to love tenderly,
we are called to serve one another;
to walk humbly with God.
Come, open your heart.
Show your mercy to all those in fear.
We are called to be hope for the hopeless
so all hatred and blindness will be no more.
Sing! Sing a new song!
Sing of that great day when all will be one.
God will reign, and we'll walk with each other
as sisters and brothers united in love.
© 1988, David Haas, GIA Publications

LITURGY OF THE WORD:
Psalm Response:

One Bread, One Body

One bread, one body, one Lord of all,
one cup of blessing which we bless.
And we, though many, throughout the earth,
we are one body in this one Lord.
Gentile or Jew, servant or free, woman or man, no more.
Many the gifts, many the works, one in the Lord of all.
Grain for the fields, scattered and grown,
gathered to one, for all.
© 1978, John B Foley, SJ, New Dawn Music

Thanksgiving:

Gentle Woman

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you.
Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners
now and at the hour of death. Amen.
Gentle woman, quiet light, morning star, so strong and bright.
Gentle mother, peaceful dove,
teach us wisdom, teach us love.
You were chosen by the Father; you were chosen for the Son.
You were chosen from all women and for woman shining one.
Blessed are you among women; blest in turn all women, too.
Blessed they with peaceful spirits;
blessed they with gentle hearts.

CONCLUDING RITES
Dismissal: Salve, Regina / Hail, Queen of Heaven

© 2012, Amanda McKenna, Willow Publishing

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST:

We proclaim your death, O Lord,
and profess your resurrection
until you come again.
Psalm Responses for Weekday Masses this week:

Monday: In God is my safety and my glory.
Tuesday:
The Lord is compassionate to all his creatures.
Wednesday:
The Lord is compassionate to all his creatures.
Thursday:
Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!
Friday: You are my inheritance, O Lord.
Saturday: Do not forget the works of the Lord!
Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727411

Salve, Regina, mater misericordiae:
Vita, dulcedo et spes nostra salve.
Ad te clamamus, exsules filii Hevae.
Ad te suspiramus, gementes et flentes
in hac lacrimarum valle. Eia ergo, advocata nostra,
illos tuos misericordes oculos ad nos converte.
Et Jesum, benedictum fructum ventris tui,
nobis post hoc exsilium ostende, O clemens,
O pia, O dulcis Virgo Maria.
OR

Hail, Queen Of Heaven
Hail, Queen of heav'n, the ocean star,
guide of the wand'rer here below;
thrown on life's surge, we claim thy care save us from peril and from woe.
Mother of Christ, star of the sea,
pray for the wand'rer, pray for me.
O gentle, chaste and spotless maid,
we sinners make our prayers through thee;
remind thy Son that he has paid the price of our iniquity.
Virgin most pure, star of the sea,
pray for the sinner, pray for me.

