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Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Year A:  1 Kg 19:9,11-13;  Rom 9:1-5;  Mt 14:22-23 
 

next week's Readings:  Is 56:1,6-7;  Rom 11:13-15,29-32;  Mt 15:21-28 

Parish Weekly Diary.... 
 
Saturday 8 August 
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop 
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads 
9.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Sunday 9 August 
National Vocation Sunday for Ordained and Religious 

International Day of the World's Indigenous People 
7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads (50+ people) 
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Miami (75+ people) 
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
          (100+ people - live-streamed) 
6.00pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters 
 
Monday 10 August 
St Lawrence, Deacon 
9.00am  Mass - Miami 
 
Tuesday 11 August 
St Claire 
7.30am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Wednesday 12 August 
St Jane Francis de Chantal 
8.00am  Morning Prayer of Divine Office 

5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach 
 
Thursday 13 August 
Sts Pontain and Hippolyus 
5.30pm  Mass - Mudgeeraba 
 
Friday 14 August 
St Maximilian Kolbe 
10.00am   Mass  - Burleigh Waters  
          (100+ people - live-streamed) 
 
Saturday 15 August 
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
8.00am Mass - Burleigh Heads 
9.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed) 
 
Sunday 16 August 
7.00am  Mass - Burleigh Heads (50+ people) 
7.00am  Mass - Palm Beach (50+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Mudgeeraba (75+ people) 
8.30am  Mass - Miami (75+ people) 
10.00am  Mass - Burleigh Waters  
          (100+ people - live-streamed) 
6.00pm  Mass - Burleigh Waters 

PARISH OFFICE:   Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm 
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters  

[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads] 

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au   
     
Phone:   5576 6466 [also for After Hours]  
e-mail:    burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish 
           
PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM: 
Fr Morgan Batt -  Parish Priest 
Fr Jacob Kalu  - Parochial Vicar 
 

Parish Business & Finance Manager 
Neil Segerdahl -  manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams 
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc,  Maree Wright 

Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell 
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom 

Parish Youth Minister - Darcy Rogers 

In the readings this week, Elijah and Jesus both seek quiet places to pray 
alone. They reveal an ever-present God who reaches out to us and brings 
peace, especially amid the storms of our own lives. 
 
The First Reading sees a dejected Elijah finding a place of solitude. There 
he recognises and responds to God’s still, small voice in the gentle breeze, 
rather than in the more dramatic events of wind, earthquake and fire. 
The Psalmist asks for the Lord’s saving help as well as listening to his voice 
– one that speaks of justice and peace, mercy and faithfulness. 
 
In the Second Reading, St Paul shows his love for his fellow Jews, 
agonising because most of them reject Christ. Paul is ready to be cut off 
entirely from Christ himself, if that would help his Jewish kinsfolk recognise 
Christ as their Lord. 
 
The storm in Elijah’s life is echoed by the storm in the Gospel. We see the 
disciples overcome their fears and doubts as they eventually recognise 
Jesus. Seeing the power of his presence, they proclaim their belief in who 
he is: ‘Truly, you are the Son of God’. 
 
The events of recent months may have made us more aware of God’s 
presence in times of chaos. As we continue to move through these 
uncertain times, we pray for the grace always to be aware of God’s 
presence in our lives, and confident in the peace he offers us. 
 
Artwork: "Save Me - The Hand of God" by Yongsung Kim 
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part 3 of 6 next week 

 
I have since become very interested in how 

many people grapple with the randomness of 

adversity and the lack of control over its 

outcome. As a military chaplain I understood 

that these quests were always on the 

forefront of soldier’s minds and hearts. I have 

frequently observed how people divert their 

precious time, energy and resources into measures that merely create 

the illusion of control, such as obsessive diets, 'alternative' therapies, 

dependency, and or superstitious rituals. 

It is because we search for reasons or blame. As a meaning-seeking 

species, we tend to process events in terms of what they mean to us: 

is it good or bad for us? And it is a human habit to infer deliberate 

intention to events in self-referential ways. 

We are also a story-telling species. Our brains have a natural proclivity 

for coherent stories—grand narratives with an overarching point and a 

satisfying end: things must happen for specific reasons, they must 

have a point. Our brains are not satisfied with randomness. 

“Why did this happen?” and “Why me?” are therefore natural and 

common questions asked by many people when faced with a sudden 

adverse event, such as a diagnosis of cancer. “What did I do to 

deserve this? Did I do something to cause it?” Many people are 

inclined to wonder if they are being punished by God for some past 

transgressions, or to ponder if there is some intended mysterious plan 

or higher reason for their misfortune, perhaps some intended lesson in 

their suffering. Just please don’t make it for nothing God! 

My understanding and love of scripture asks if in the bible there are 

answers there about if God is punishing me for the past. I would go to 

the story in John’s Gospel of the man born blind. There in John 9:1-41 

this exact question is asked... “His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who 

sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?". This story 

leads us to Jesus as light of the world. But the question remains - why 

was he blind? Why did God allow that to happen? We hope God didn’t 

make the man blind so he could show a miracle – that seems a cruel 

God.  

Well, what is this all about? Personally I’m not lover of the let’s blame 

God wanting to punish us for immoral lives so people contract cancer, 

pandemics run rife, and climate change is happening. It is becoming 

apparent, even to those attempting to deal with this problem from an 

authoritative line, that we are facing a flood of immorality which is 

being fed by an unseen fountain that is gushing out moral filth faster 

than it can ever be cleaned up. It is most frustrating to those 

attempting to deal with these problems to discover that the power 

behind all this is apparently an unseen power, disembodied, invisible. 

You cannot legislate against it, for it is above and beyond law, beyond 

human control. You cannot get hold of it by any of the ordinary 

avenues that are open to human power. This modern enigma brings us 

exactly to what John is declaring in John’s Gospel 3:8 he says to us 

very plainly: He who commits sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned 

from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to 

destroy the works of the devil. The Apostle declares that the problem 

behind all that we are facing today is the existence of a malevolent, 

evil being who continually is subverting every human effort to 

counteract his activities, and is pouring out a flood of evil continuously 

into the human stream of life. This is why we can never permanently 

solve the problem. We are forever running into manifestations of the 

working of this superhuman devil force in life. 

In these COVID times I wonder if there has even been a time when we 

were more obviously faced by superhuman forces which we simply 

cannot explain or deal with by the normal methods of human control. 

The difficulties are beyond this. We see from the Apostle Paul, there is 

no adequate explanation for the hideous tangle of human problems, 

such as exists today, if we fail to see the malevolent genius of the devil 

behind these things. As Paul writes in Ephesians 6:12 “We wrestle not 

against flesh and blood, but against principalities and powers, against 

the rulers of the darkness of this world, against wicked spirits in high 

places”. The apostles agree that we can never adequately explain what 

life is about, and especially explain the problem of human evil, if we do 

not come to grips with these unseen forces and recognize their 

existence.  

In our exploration of the mystery of evil we need to deal with the 

question of the Devil. In the above John passages there are two 

phrases that we must particularly note. One is, “the devil has sinned 

from the beginning,” or, literally, “the devil is sinning from the 

beginning.” The second phrase occurs in the latter part of the verse, 

“the works of the devil.” The devil’s sin, and the devil’s works. These 

are not the same thing and it is very important that we distinguish 

between the sin of the devil and the works of the devil. They are quite 

different. The sin of the devil is, as John says, “from the beginning.” It 

dates from the time when he first became the devil. God never created 

a devil. God never created a fallen man, although man is now fallen. 

He never created a fallen angel, although there are fallen angels. And, 

chiefly, God never created the fallen angel, the devil. He created a 

being of beauty, glory, intelligence and responsibility, but as in the 

case of human beings, God gave him a free will. It was the activity of 

that free will, opposed to the Creator, that changed the angel God 

created into the devil. The Lord Jesus is himself the authority who tells 

us that the devil “does not live in the truth” John 8:44f, i.e., literally, he 

did not continue to stand in the truth. There was a time when the devil 

was “in the truth,” but he was not the devil then. Most scholars feel 

that we have a description of the fall of this angel in Isaiah 14, where a 

being whom Isaiah called the Day Star, or, literally, from the Hebrew, 

Lucifer, is described. Isaiah 14:12. He set himself to become higher 

than God, to become “like the Most High.” Thus, he set himself above 

all the law and will of God, and became a law unto himself. That is 

what lawlessness is, acting as though you are a law unto yourself 

without regard for any other law, any other person, or any other 

authority. But whenever we adopt the attitude, “I will do what I want, I 

am a law unto myself,” we have repeated the sin of the devil. That is 

lawlessness; that is the devil’s sin. 

That is why John says everyone who commits sin is “of the devil,” 

because what he is doing is repeating, in his own limited area of 

experience, the sin of the devil. He is living like the devil, for the devil 

continues to live just as he began to live at the moment of his fall – 

independent of God and therefore opposed to God. This is the sin of 

the devil and is the nature of sin wherever it appears in human life, 

whether in a Christian or non-Christian. They who commits sin is of the 

devil because they are permitting the devil to reproduce in their lives 

the devil’s character, for the devil continues to live in the lawless 

attitude into which he fell when he sinned from the beginning. 

Now the works of the devil are the natural result of the sin of the devil. 

They are what inevitably follows. Sin is an attitude within the heart. It is 

an attitude of lawless disregard of the authority of God. But the works 

of the devil are the activities that result from that attitude. In Romans 

8:7 the Apostle Paul uses a similar description, “the mind of the flesh” 

which, he says, “is hostile to God,” enmity against God. That is an 

attitude within. That is the feeling, “I’ll run my own life. I don’t need any 

God to tell me what to do. I don’t need any God to support me or help 

me or tide me over difficulties, I can take care of my own affairs. I’ll run 

my own life.” That is the mind and cry of the Me Generation. That is the 

mind of the flesh, and it is hostile to God. But, in Galatians 5:19, Paul 

speaks of “the works of the flesh”, immorality, impurity, enmity, strife, 

jealousy, selfishness, envy, carousing, drunkenness, and other things. 

These are the things that result from having the mind of the flesh. In 

the passage that was read earlier from the John 8, the Lord Jesus 

partially described the works of the devil for us. He said they are 

murder and lying. “He was a murderer from the beginning, and when 

he lies, he is only speaking out of his own character because he is a 

liar and the father of lies,”. In John 10:10 the Gospel gives us yet 

another. Concerning the false shepherd whom he calls the thief he 

says, “The thief comes only to kill and to steal and to destroy,”. Now 

these are the works of the devil – murder, lying and stealing – those 

three. They manifest themselves in various ways but they all sum up to 

these – murder, lying, stealing. These inevitably follow the sin of the 

devil, i.e., rebellion. Whenever there is a rebellious attitude in a human 

heart toward the authority and will of God, or that will reflected in the 

government, then the works of the devil will follow. This is the way the 

devil attacks and misleads humanity.  

Now what is the answer to all this? Well, there is only one answer. It is 

the answer that John gives us here, “The Son of God appeared to 

destroy the works of the devil.” That is what Christ came for. He came 

to set us free from this bondage, to deliver us from this inevitable 

chain reaction. He literally came to unloose, to untie the works of the 

devil, as though these were actual chains about us. 

We have tried here to understand the mystery of evil by understanding 

evil itself. The dimensions and flow-ons form evil’s interaction with 

humanity. The caution here is not to infantilely say – the devil made 

me do it and blame everything on the devil or evil and therefore 

abdicate human personal responsibility. Neither should we say the 

devil is the issue and not somehow try to understand why if God is all 

powerful God doesn’t stop evil! 

Why does God allow evil?    [part 2] 



PLANNED GIVING 
Sincere thanks to all who have continued to 
support the Parish during these difficult 
times. Details for internet banking:  BSB:  064 
786;  A/c No:  00605 1108;  A/c Name:  
Burleigh Parish;  Reference:  Planned Giving/
Surname. New sets of PLANNED GIVING 
ENVELOPES are now available for 
collection from churches. 

TELEPHONE MASS 

Live streaming Telephone Mass and 

Divine Office.  Phone 5647 3442.   
 

PARISH PODCAST  
Follow our parish podcast channel to listen to 
weekly homilies, updates and more on your 
phone/mobile devices. Search 'Burleigh 
Heads Parish' your favourite podcast apps. 

DECEASED 
Masses have been requested for the recently 
deceased and for friends and relatives whose 

anniversaries occur at this time:  John Kilfoy, 
Janine Kilfoy, Una Kilfoy, Urbano Pondoc, 
Ariel Pondoc, Patrick Boyle, Frances Gauci, 
Isabel Aribal, Denise McCarthy. 

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ... 
May you find eternal life. 

FUNERALS 
Last week we celebrated the funerals of 
Eileen McCarthy, Miguel Butron, Michael 
Watkins and Tom Vaughan who have died in 
Christ. Let us remember their families and 
friends in our prayers this week. 

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS 
Your prayers have been requested for 
Wendy Aisenberg, Michael Allan, Patricia 
Ashton, Peter Bennett,  Leigh Boulcher, 
William Buckley, James Burke, Diane 
Busutil, Mary Cale, Jan Carmont, Jacqui & 
Emile Cloete & family, Norma Evans, 
Angelita Freda, Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli, 
Kath Hare, Vera Havlik, Jean Hokin, Denis 
McEnery, Terezia Meleg, Fay & John 
Mooney, Pat Moy, Stephen Murray, Josie 
Nicolas, Eileen O’Neill, Michael Onn, Sean 
O’Reilly, Anne Owens, Phyllis Pola, Goldina 
Pondoc, William Sheehan, Peter Smith, 
Andrew Supple, Graham Zendler, Norah 
Zipf, the sick of our Parish and all in need of 
God’s healing Spirit.  

AGED CARE AND NURSING HOME SENIORS MINISTRY 
 
Have you ever considered a few hours each week visiting the elderly in our Parish at one of the Burleigh Parish 21 Aged Care 
and Nursing Facilities. The Parish provides a number of very active volunteers ministering to the faculties each week. The 
residents really love the visits, the fellowship and the expertise of our Parish Ministers.   
Full training and In-service is provided through the Parish.  
An Inquiry Session is being held in the Parish Board Room (near Office) Friday  21

th
 August 10.30am (after Mass) for 

all interested volunteers to find out more and to sign up to this very worthwhile ministry.  
A few hours a week makes a great difference in an elderly person’s life.  Contact Padre. 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
Loving God, 
With one voice we lift up our hearts to thank you today for our lives, our vocation and all your gifts to us. 
Inspire us all to know and live our vocation. 

Give courage to young people, to listen and follow the call,  
to serve you in the Archdiocese as your priests, deacons, religious and lay ministers. 
Bless us, your family of Brisbane. 
Help those you call to listen to what your Holy Spirit is saying to us. 
Guide them to serve in your vineyard, that they may fulfil your holy will and make all things new. 
Through Christ our Lord.    AMEN 

Last Sunday we celebrated our Parish RCIA and RCIT. We baptised four people, received into the Church one, and confirmed 12.  

Thank you to Josee Hill, Colin Simpson and Bev Tronc for all their 
wonderful ministry in preparing these candidates.   
On Sunday 6 September we will baptise and receive another four teens. 

A livestream of the Solemnity of Mary of the Cross 
MacKillop will take place on Saturday at 11am at St 
Stephen's Cathedral.   
At that Mass we also celebrate 175 years of Catholic 
education in Queensland.  In 1845, the first parish priest of 
Brisbane town, Father James Hanly, employed lay people, 
Mary and Michael Bourke to teach 56 students in our state's 
first Catholic school.  The school began on the site of what 
is now the Myer Centre in Brisbane's CBD. 

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Saturday, 15 August the Church celebrates the Feast Day of the 
Assumption of Our Lady when according to our faith, the Holy 
Mother, “having completed her course of her earthly life, was 
assumed body and soul into heavenly glory”. Although defined as an 
article of faith by Pope Pius XII just over half a century ago, the 
Assumption of Our Lady into heaven has been accepted from back to 
the earliest of Christian times. 
This day is a Holy Day of Obligation – although the Archbishop has 
dispensed the faithful from their obligation during these Covid times. 
However, there are two Masses in the Parish - 8am Infant Saviour 
and 9am Mary, Mother of Mercy (livestreamed). 



 

For the Kids ...  

Gospel     Mt 14:22-23 

 
Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side while he would send the crowds away. After sending the 

crowds away he went up into the hills by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, while the boat, by now far out on 

the lake, was battling with a heavy sea, for there was a head-wind. In the fourth watch of the night he went towards them, walking on 

the lake, and when the disciples saw him walking on the lake they were terrified. ‘It is a ghost’ they said, and cried out in  fear. But at 

once Jesus called out to them, saying, ‘Courage! It is I! Do not be afraid.’ It was Peter who answered. ‘Lord,’ he said ‘if it is you, tell 

me to come to you across the water.’ ‘Come’ said Jesus. Then Peter got out of the boat and started walking towards Jesus across the 

water, but as soon as he felt the force of the wind, he took fright and began to sink. ‘Lord! Save me!’ he cried. Jesus put out his hand 

at once and held him. ‘Man of little faith,’ he said ‘why did you doubt?’ And as they got into the boat the wind dropped. The  men in 

the boat bowed down before him and said, ‘Truly, you are the Son of God.’  

Jesus will  

help us  


