BURLEIGH HEADS CATHOLIC PARISH
BURLEIGH WATERS - MARY, MOTHER OF MERCY -3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters
BURLEIGH HEADS - INFANT SAVIOUR - 4 Park Av, Burleigh Heads
PALM BEACH - OUR LADY OF THE WAY - Eleventh Ave, Palm Beach
MIAMI - CALVARY - Redondo Av, Miami
MUDGEERABA - ST. BENEDICT'S - Wallaby Dr, Mudgeeraba
SPRINGBROOK - ST TERESA'S CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

PARISH OFFICE: Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm
3 Sunlight Dr, Burleigh Waters
[PO Box 73 Burleigh Heads]

www.burleighheadscatholic.com.au
Phone:
5576 6466 [also for After Hours]
e-mail:
burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
facebook: BurleighCatholicParish

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM:
Fr Morgan Batt - Parish Priest
Fr Jack Ho - Parochial Vicar
Parish Business & Finance Manager
Neil Segerdahl - manager.burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator - Angela Williams
Parish Women's Advisory - Bev Tronc, Maree Wright
Parish Advisory Council Chair - David Sewell
Parish Safeguarding Officer - Bren Milsom, OAM

Parish Weekly Diary....
Saturday 8 January
8.00am
4.15pm
5.00pm
5.15pm
6.00pm

Mass - Burleigh Heads
Reconciliation - Miami
Mass - Miami
Reconciliation - Palm Beach
Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday 9 January
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am
5.00pm
5.30pm

Mass - Burleigh Heads
Mass - Palm Beach
Mass - Mudgeeraba
Mass - Miami
Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)
Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters
Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)

Monday 10 January
9.00am Mass - Miami
Tuesday 11 January
7.30am Mass - Burleigh Waters
Wednesday 12 January - St Benet
5.30pm Mass - Palm Beach
Thursday 13 January - St Hilary
5.15pm Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba
5.30pm Mass - Mudgeeraba
Friday 14 January
10.00am Mass - Burleigh Waters

Saturday 15 January
8.00am
4.15pm
5.00pm
5.15pm
6.00pm

Mass - Burleigh Heads
Reconciliation - Miami
Mass - Miami
Reconciliation - Palm Beach
Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday 16 January
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am
5.00pm
5.30pm

Mass - Burleigh Heads
Mass - Palm Beach
Mass - Mudgeeraba
Mass - Miami
Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)
Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters
Mass - Burleigh Waters (live-streamed)

The Baptism of the Lord

9 January, 2022
Year C: Is 40:1-5,9-11; Titus 2:11-14,3:4-7; Lk 3:15-16,21-22
next week's Readings: Is 62:1-5; 1 Cor 12:4-11; Jn 2:1-11

Luke is beginning to shift our
attention
away from
the
charismatic John the Baptist to
Jesus. Today’s gospel omits
the verses (19-20) that tell of
Herod’s imprisoning John. In
those
verses
Luke
is
anticipating what will happen to
the Baptist. The focus of his
Gospel is now on Jesus. For
Luke, the period of Israel
comes to an end with the
Baptist (16:6). It’s as if a curtain is drawn on John and then opens on Jesus.
Now a new age is beginning.
Luke passes over the baptism quickly to move on to the Holy Spirit, who is
featured in this gospel and its sequence, the Acts of the Apostles. Jesus’
childhood has ended and we are introduced to the adult who is commencing
his public ministry with the descent of the Holy Spirit and the proclamation to
us that he is God’s "beloved Son." From now on all he does and says is as
God’s beloved and under the influence of the Spirit. He is well-equipped for
his life of mission and ministry.
In the gospel we hear echoes of the first reading, Isaiah’s description of the
one God has chosen as servant and upon whom God has put God’s Spirit.
"Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one with whom I am
pleased, upon whom I have put my spirit…." John, the last prophet, has
withdrawn and a new age has begun with the emergence of God’s Spiritfilled, loving and faithful servant – Jesus Christ.
We cannot reflect on Jesus’ baptism without feeling linked to him through our
own. We too have been baptized as servants to a loving God. The baptized
community is united to Christ and one another. When we were baptized we
also received the Spirit, began to experience the love of God in a more
intimate way and were sent forth into the world. Luke’s account reminds us
that we are a community connected to one another through our baptism. We
are not saved by ourselves. We are not alone on our journey with Christ. We
are a community on a pilgrimage together through history.
There is a lot that separates us from those worshiping with us today. Just
look around and see the visible differences, the quality of our clothes and our
ages. Listen for our accents. See the cars we drive out of the parking lot in
after the service. Catch sight of the different wristwatches we wear, some
are plain and practical, others tell the same time, but price varies.
How did we ever get here, so varied, yet all in the same worship space?
What draws us here today? Maybe we are here out of a sense of obligation?
That’s not enough. Maybe we came to draw closer to God, or we need help
with a problem and so we came to pray. That’s good, but there’s more.
Being here brings us together with all these people around us in the pews.
They may be very different from us, but we share the same baptism and are
drawn together to follow more closely the one we call our Saviour.
What is the source of the tug that urged us to drop things at home and put
off, till after worship, the shopping and cooking we need to do for the week
ahead? What is the glue that keeps us together as a worshiping community,
despite our complaints about the music, preaching,
CONTINUED NEXT PAGE ...

liturgical styles and the discomfort of the kneelers? Luke has named the source and the glue for us: it’s the very Spirit that
descended on Jesus at his baptism and fired him for his mission and the sacrifices that lay ahead of him. Our baptism was
our entrance into the life of the Spirit and it incorporated us into this community – yes, even with the man next to us in the
pew who is singing so loudly and off key!
Luke begins his narrative of Jesus’ baptism by telling us, "The people were filled with expectation and all were asking in their
hearts whether John might be the Christ." John did his job well. He got his hearers fired up and excited with expectation.
Could it be that God was finally coming to set Israel free? Finally, after all the generations of waiting under oppressive foes,
after longing for so long, God was coming to deliver them.
Well, Jesus wasn’t exactly what the people expected, or hoped for. He certainly didn’t make his entrance at the head of a
powerful army to overthrow the Romans. If they had reflected on our Isaiah reading, those who were with Jesus at his
baptism and throughout his ministry, would have been better prepared for Christ and his ways.
The Isaiah passage is the first of four Songs of the Suffering Servant. These songs describe the one appointed by God who
will free Israel. This servant will be anointed by God’s Spirit and will call people to God with a gentle voice ("not crying out,
not shouting") and a kind presence. He will not be coercive; not threaten people with God’s vengeance.
Those of us who respond to the gentle servant God has sent us, Jesus, have in our baptism, entered into a new life in the
Spirit. We might say that God could have picked a better crew of workers to accomplish the plans God has for the world. We
may not be extraordinary, but the fact is we have been anointed by the Spirit. So, we always have with us the intimate
presence of God, the foundation of our lives and the driving energy that sends us into the world. After Jesus’ baptism he
went on mission. Our baptism impels us to do similarly, in the many and diverse places God has sent us.
Throughout his gospel Luke shows Jesus praying at key moments of his ministry, even while he is hanging on the cross.
One place his Spirit has led us is here to worship. Together we are moved to pray; not only for our personal needs, but for
the church, the community of the baptized. Still more, the Spirit moves us to pray for our world, for peace and justice among
peoples. In celebrating the waters of baptism, we are also reminded of the vivid images we have seen of refugees making
their passage over the dangerous waters of the Mediterranean, or fording the Rio Grande. They are hoping the waters will
be life saving for them and enable them to begin a new life. Our baptism has given us new life and so we pray for those who
have risked their lives, hoping to begin again in safety.
We may consider ourselves just
ordinary folk. Perhaps we don’t
make a big splash, even in our
personal worlds. Still, we are
called, like the Isaian servant, to
work gently in the world. How and
where can we do that? We pray
today and trust that the way will be
shown to us for, like the servant,
God says to us, "I have grasped
you by the hand. I formed you and
set you as a covenant of the
people, a light for the nations...."
Artwork:
1. wikicommons
2. Peg Pondering Again

Dear Parishioners:
With the uncertainty of the pandemic and the rapid advance of the COVID 19 and variants spread in our communities we
as a Parish need to make alternative arrangements for emergencies that present.
This is not to alarm people but, to be good shepherds of the parish Fr jack, the Parish Advisory Council and I have called
forth Lay Leadership in the parish for emergency situations. These arrangements are when a priest is not available for the
Sunday or Weekday Masses due to various circumstances.
There will be Masses in the Parish if one priest is available and these will be Calvary Church Miami 5pm (Saturday Vigil),
7am OL of the Way Palm Beach, 10 and 5:30pm MMM Burleigh Waters. The other regular Mass times will be a Lay Led
Liturgy with Communion in the Absence of a Priest Service.
The Parish Office will notify people via email or Facebook as soon as situations are known. The Lay Leaders will not be
offended if you arrive at Church and then leave because you wish to attend Mass and not a Service. I thank the Lay leaders
for their courage and assistance during these unknown times. I also ask for your understanding and assistance too.
With blessings. Padre.

FUNERALS
Last week we celebrated the funeral of Anthony
Breeze and Joseph Ceh who have died in Christ.
Let us remember their families and friends in our
prayers this week.

God will raise you up on eagle’s wings

SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for Michael Allan,
Noreen Andersen, Patricia Ashton, Brent Bennett,
Leigh Boulcher, James Burke, Diane Busutil,
Bernard Clark, Jacqui & Emile Cloete & family, Peter
Freeman, Irene Garland, Geromy Grima, Fred Grioli,
Vera Havlik, Jean Hokin, Anne Lord, Denis McEnery,
Carmel Meldon, Terezia Meleg, Pat Moy, Stephen
Murray, Josie Nicolas, Eileen O’Neill, Michael Onn,
Sean O’Reilly, Sean Roche, Anne Owens, Phyllis
Pola, Maureen Reti, Peter Smith, Andrew Supple,
Olivia Tonner, Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, the sick
of our Parish and all in need of God’s healing Spirit.

DECEASED
Masses have been requested for the recently deceased
and for friends and relatives whose anniversaries occur
at this time: John Mooney, Ken Tronc, Anthony

Breeze.

May the choirs of angels come to greet you ...
May you find eternal life.

UNDERSTANDING THE
GOSPEL OF LUKE
An evening exploring the
Luke the man, his
community, his gospel
verses, meaning, history,
literary challenges and
Luke’s presentation of
Jesus and his message.
Tuesday 8th February
7pm MMM Community Centre – presented by
Padre.
To start the discussion - Did St Luke
personally know Jesus?


PLANNED GIVING - Thank you for the generosity and support of all who
contribute to the Parish Planned Giving. Details for electronic banking are as
follows: BSB: 064 786; A/c No: 100010144. Reference: Planned
Giving/Surname.



MUSIC ROSTER MEETING - Wednesday 12 January, 10am, Parish Office.



CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS - Fourth Sunday of each Month, 10am,
Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters the Mass will be specifically dedicated
to a Children’s Mass and Liturgy. The Readings and Homily will be for the
children.



THE WCCM MEDITATION GROUP will recommence on Monday 7
February. For further information contact Paul 0499 487270.

A Vocation View:
Come on, continue your Baptism by baptising
others in the Holy Spirit and fire.
"You are my beloved child", says the Lord!

Luke is an interesting writer because he did
not know Jesus Christ personally. He became
a follower after the Lord's death, when Paul
taught him the gospel. ... McConkie (1915–85)
of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles says
that Luke probably got his information about
Jesus's birth from Mary herself.
How did St Luke describe Jesus? Luke depicts
Jesus in his short-lived ministry as deeply
compassionate — caring for the poor, the
oppressed, and the marginalized of that
culture, such as Samaritans, Gentiles, and
women. Whereas Matthew traces Jesus'
genealogy to Abraham, father of the Jewish
people, Luke goes back to Adam, parent of us
all.
All welcome – COVID norms apply.
Wine and cheese available. No cost. Teachers
may apply for PD credit.

Music for this Sunday
Gathering:

Thanksgiving:

O Come, All Ye Faithful

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly

O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him,
born the King of angels;

Infant holy, infant lowly,
for his bed a cattle stall;
oxen lowing, little knowing
Christ the babe is Lord of all.
Swift are winging angels singing,
bells are ringing, tidings bringing:
Christ the child is Lord of all,
Christ the child is Lord of all.

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ, the Lord!
Child, for us sinners
poor and in the manger,
fain we embrace thee, with awe and love;
who would not love thee,
loving us so dearly?
Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above!
Glory to God,
all glory in the highest;
Psalm Response:
O bless the Lord, my soul.
Communion:
Born In The Night
Born in the night, Mary's child,
a long way from your home;
coming in need, Mary's child,
born in a borrowed room.
Clear shining light, Mary's child,
your face lights up our way;
light of the world, Mary's child,
dawn on our darkened day.
Truth of our life, Mary's child,
you tell us God is good;
prove it is true, Mary's child,
go to your cross of wood.
Hope of the world, Mary's child,
you're coming soon to reign;
king of the earth, Mary's child,
walk in our streets again.
© 1972, Geoffrey Ainger, Stainer and Bell Ltd

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping
vigil till the morning new
saw the glory, heard the story,
tidings of a gospel true.
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow,
praises voicing, greet the morrow:
Christ the child was born for you,
Christ the child was born for you.
© 1987, Psalter Hymnal

Recessional:
Joy To The World
Joy to the world! the Lord is come;
let earth receive her King;
let ev'ry heart prepare him room,
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and heav'n and nature sing.
Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns;
let us our songs employ;
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.

