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14TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME | ABORIGINAL & TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER SUNDAY
3 JULY 2022
This Week’s Readings: Is 66:10-14; Gal 6:14-18; Lk 10:1-12, 17-20
Next Week’s Readings: Deut 30:10-14; Col 1:15-20; Lk10:25-37

Homily by Bishop Tim Norton SVD
The Harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few.
Today we celebrate the fact that God has always been
present with, and loved, our First Peoples in Australia, a love
that God extends to all First Peoples across the world.
I was working in Italy last year when I was appointed auxiliary
bishop in Brisbane. When I was asked about any preferences
I had for the ordination liturgy, I knew that I wanted truly
‘Australian’ symbols and rituals, but I was relatively powerless
to put anything significant in place as I was so far away.
I wanted a Pectoral Cross and Vestments decorated in an Aboriginal design. I knew I
wanted to be ‘Smoked’ as a symbol of cleansing at the beginning of my Episcopal
Ministry. Various people at the Brisbane end began diligently working on this by
contacting First Nations people and others who could help out.
I was deeply touched and strengthened by the results, which included the vestment
design being transferred also to the Mitre, two Pectoral Crosses with Sacred Land from
Lake Mungo in their centre, and a Smoking Ceremony inside the Cathedral that included
me and all the bishops who entered behind me. I believe God was very happy with that!
What amazed me was that so many people were willing to act on my behalf to profile
the symbols and rituals of First Nations people in the Ordination Ceremony. There was
an enormous amount of good will and creativity that was made immediately available
simply because people were asked to help.
In today’s Gospel Jesus tells us to pray to ask the Lord of the harvest to send out
labourers into his harvest. If we truly want more labourers for the vineyard that
produces the Good News of life in abundance for all, the same vineyard that also tells
the Jesus story through the eyes and hearts of Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders,
then praying is only one way to do this. We also need to make a deeper commitment to
our sisters and brothers through being labourers in the vineyard.
NAIDOC has a theme this year of ‘Get up, Stand up, Show up’. Labourers for the harvest
of the Lord do exactly that – they labour or work for the Lord, and that can take the form
of getting up and being active. There is much we can do as Christian people to address
issues that affect our First Nations sisters and brothers.
I have my story of asking others for help to profile Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Culture – the world’s oldest continuing culture - during my Episcopal Ordination.
What is your story? When were you active with issues that affect First Nations people?
And if you don’t have a story yet of being a labourer in that vineyard, then get up, stand
up and show up to places where issues of First Australians are being addressed.
People are just waiting to be asked. The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few.

ARTWORK (Previous Page): Mumeri was created by Dr Lisa Buxton in August 2013 to celebrate the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s inaugural
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Mass held at St Mary’s Cathedral. The theme for the Mass ‘Holy Spirit in this Land’ was captured in the artwork
through the use of Aboriginal and Catholic symbolism.
THE USE OF THE PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE
TENSES in our Isaiah reading today are clues to
what was happening when the prophet spoke
these words. There are both mourning and
rejoicing in the text; but they are not happening at
the same time: mourning is in the past and present;
rejoicing in the future.
Jerusalem and Israel herself, were decimated and
the most valued and productive citizens taken off
into Babylonian exile. From their exile people had
mourned over Jerusalem and Isaiah had comforted
them there. Now the exiles have returned to
Jerusalem, a happy relief from years as slaves in a
foreign and pagan land. But their return also had a
sadness about it as they looked over the ruins of
their beloved Holy City. What made things worse
was that they believed they were responsible for
what they saw; that their sins and infidelities
towards God had resulted in their banishment and
Jerusalem’s devastation.
We are in the last chapter of Isaiah, in a section called “Trito-Isaiah.” The final message addressed to the post-exilic citizens of Jerusalem
isn’t one of accusation, “Look what your sins have done!” Instead, the oracle is one of hope and salvation and in very concrete images.
Jerusalem will be restored; she will bring comfort to the defeated and deflated people who are gazing on her ruins. “For thus says the
Lord....” That’s how the impossible restoration will happen -- God will be the one to restore Jerusalem to such a condition of splendour
and wholeness that she, like a concerned mother, will be able to suckle her injured children. Jerusalem will console the inconsolable.
We know the first and gospel readings are chosen to pair with one another. We can read one to get some light thrown on the other.
What I hear in today’s gospel is the tender and nurturing care Isaiah says God has, reflected in Jesus’ concern for the disciples he is
sending out on mission. Is it stretching it to say that Jesus is the New Jerusalem who comforts and nurtures those in exile, who gathers
the scattered, in whom you “shall find your comfort?” How shall he gather, restore and nurture so many and fulfil Isaiah’s prophecy,
“The Lord’s power shall be known to God’s Servants.”? He will do it through his disciples. Luke tells us Jesus sends out seventy-two -and, as we also know, today he sends us out to follow those who were originally sent.
As he looks over the abundant harvest, instead of immediately sending the disciples out, Jesus directs them to pray to “the Master of
the harvest to send out labourers.” Big moments in Luke’s gospel are placed in prayerful contexts. Those who come to serve will be the
fruit of our prayer and discernment. A visit to any parish reveals that those who proclaim the gospel today do it in so many diverse ways:
serving at the altar in various ministerial roles; visiting the sick and imprisoned; planning liturgical celebrations; working on the fiancé
council; welcoming people at the church doors; answering phones in the parish office, washing the altar linen, etc. We give thanks to
God who richly answers our prayers for harvest labourers. God is in charge of the harvest and God sees to the supply of labourers. Those
of us who are the “labourers” need to remember that ultimately we are not in charge, no matter how highly ranked or exalted we are in
the community.
God isn’t only concerned about fulfilling that dream in the next life. Rather, the prophets and Jesus want this time, place and this nation
to reflect the reign of God. God’s rule is manifested whenever: we respect one another and try to live in loving relationships; work to
bring about justice; reflect in words and deeds the image of our loving God. That’s a tall order, especially considering our bellicose world
and national situations. But a small place to begin would be to make the first words we speak be, “Peace to this household.” We could
say it in those words or, to be more “practical and realistic,” we could say it in other words by: not returning violence with violence; doing
our best to diffuse anger and hatred; treating all people equally; respecting the rights of both the well-established and the newcomer;
working to make neighbourhoods and communities less violent; protecting the abused and the ridiculed. There are an infinite number
of ways to say, “Peace to this household.” We follow Jesus’ guidance today and first pray that the Spirit accompany us to the places we
are sent to announce the reign of God. We ask the Spirit to help us announce and be “Peace.”
This artwork by Rebecca Brogan – was conceived by her while deep into prayer late one night. God was convicting her over my deeprooted self-centeredness. Deeply saddened she realized what it was doing to my Lord and to others. “For everyone looks out for his own
interests, not those of Jesus Christ” (Phillipians 2:21). Her reflection led her to his words, “…the harvest is plentiful…” The second was when
his people cling to self-centeredness. Again his words came to me, “…but the workers are few…” If we believers would seek the interests
of Jesus Christ rather than our own, how many more workers could be sent out to the harvest field? Our self-centeredness prevents us
from denying ourselves that Christ may live through us and lovingly reach these people through us. This painting illustrates these two
particular things I felt the Lord was grieved over. The reflection in Jesus’ tears from his right eye are images of those who have not yet
been reached with the gospel (nearly half the world). The reflection in his tears from his left eye are images of the sin and self-centeredness
among believers. In the reflection of his eyes are vast fields of wheat, ripe for harvest…but only one worker. May the Lord send you out
into His harvest field.

DON’T FORGET!
YOUTH MASS – First and Third Sunday of each
month at 5:30pm, Mary Mother of Mercy
Church, Burleigh Waters. If you like to be
involved with the music, reading or altar
serving, please contact the Parish Office or see
the priest before Mass.
ANOINTING MASS – First Friday of each
month, 10 am Mary, Mother of Mercy Church.
All Welcome. Care and Concern will be
providing morning tea in the Community
Centre.
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT – 3rd
Fridays of each month from 9:00am till 9:50am. Mary
Mother of Mercy Church. Please join us in spending
some time with Jesus, truly present in the Blessed
Sacrament.
CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS – Fourth Sunday of each Month,
10am, Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters the Mass will be
specifically dedicated to a Children’s Mass and Liturgy. The
Readings and Homily will be for the children.
PLANNED GIVING – Thank you for the generosity and support of
all who contribute to the Parish Planned Giving. Details for
electronic banking are as follows:
BSB: 064 786; A/C No:
100010144. Reference: Planned Giving/Surname.

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH
COVID RESTRICTION & RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION IN THE PARISH
– The Queensland Bishops still have
a requirement for people to receive
Holy Communion in the hand but
have now made an exception to this
only if Covid precautions can be put
in place. Thus the only way at
present for the exception to be carried out is that those wishing to
receive Communion on the tongue come only to the priest after Mass
has finished. After Mass communion on the tongue will be made
available – but only if you inform the priest prior to Mass so he can
make arrangements.
FIRE WARDEN TRAINING – The parish is
conducting a Fire Warden Training on Tuesday
12 July at 12:00pm in the parish office. We
would like all churches represented at this
important training – especially those who have
already volunteered to be Fire Wardens.
Please contact the parish office to register your
attendance if you would like to be part of the
Fire Warden Team.
2022 PARISH PILGRIMAGE
THE GRACES OF MARY & THE SAINTS
Spiritual Places of Spain, France and Portugal
12-23 September 2022
The core group is now filled, but there are still
places available for the 2022 Parish Pilgrimage!
Join Padre on a 12-day journey of a life time
through Barcelona, Montserrat, Lourdes, Garabandal, Loyola,
Santiago de Compostela, Tui, Monte Sella, then onto Fatima, Avila
and finish in Madrid. This is a wonderful spiritual journey through
some very well-known places of piety and prayer. Contact the Parish
Office for bookings and details.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for: Sean O’Reilly, Sean
Roche, Anne Owens, Phyllis Pola, Maureen Reti, Peter Smith,
Andrew Supple, Olivia Tonner, Edward Tudor, Graham
Zendler, Norah Zipf, Hannes Rieck, Lyn Hundt, Justine Ford,
Fely Roberts, Margaret Kennedy, George Ayoub, Anne
Gavaghau, Doug Tronc, Fay Fraser, Fred Grioli, Bernard Clark,
Taylor Austin, Irene Garland, Lynn Nunan, Elaine Casonati,
Sue Mulholland, Therese Baggaley, Stella Brown, Eugene
Nolan the sick of our Parish and all in need of God’s healing
Spirit.
PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES
Masses have been requested for the recently deceased and
for friends and relatives whose anniversaries occur at this
time: Dolores Vencer, Bernardo Yburan, Joseph & Elizabeth
Rowan, Donald Carr, Joseph, Violet, Joe Deguara, Brenda
Good-Giles, Loraine Killelea, Isabel Little, Ellen Erickson,
Teresa Borg, Paquito Aribal, Romeo Francisco, Joseph
Caruana, Lolita Amora, Jack Segerdahl, Nita Mary Green,
Barney Little. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. And let
perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.
Amen.

Sea Sunday – Coming Next Weekend July 10
Next week is Sea Sunday, when the church
prays for all those who live and work at sea.
There will be an Appeal for Stella Maris,
Apostleship of the Sea, the official maritime
welfare agency of the Catholic Church. Funds
collected will be used to provide practical and
spiritual support to seafarers visiting our
ports. As it is dependent on voluntary
donations, please give generously. To donate
or for more information about its work, visit:
www.stellamarisaustralia.org

MUSIC FOR THIS WEEKEND’S MASS
GATHERING
Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heav’n to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter ev’ry trembling heart.
Finish then thy new creation,
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation,
perfectly restored in thee;
changed from glory into glory,
till in heav’n we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love and praise.
© Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 | BLAENWERN

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Cry out with joy to the Lord all the earth.
COMMUNION
You satisfy the hungry heart
with gift of finest wheat;
come give to us, O saving Lord
the bread of life to eat.
As when the shepherd calls his sheep,
they know and heed his voice;
so when you call your fam’ly Lord,
we follow and rejoice. (Refrain)
With joyful lips we sing to you
our praise and gratitude,
that you should count us worthy, Lord,
to share this heav’nly food. (Refrain)
The myst’ry of your presence, Lord,
no mortal tongue can tell:
whom all the world cannot contain
comes in our hearts to dwell. (Refrain)
You give yourself to us, O Lord;
then selfless let us be,
to serve each other in your name
in truth and charity. (Refrain)
© Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997

RECESSIONAL
Go to the world! Go into all the earth.
Go preach the Cross where Christ renews life’s worth,
baptising as the sign of our rebirth.
Alleluia. Alleluia!
Go to the world! Go into ev’ry place.
Go live the Word of God’s redeeming grace.
Go seek God’s presence in each time and space.
Alleluia. Alleluia!
Go to the world! Go as the ones I send, for
I am with you ‘til the age shall end,
when all the hosts of glory cry “Amen!”
Alleluia. Alleluia!
© Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993 | SINE NOMINE
All music used with permission under One License #A-727411

THANK YOU FROM FR JACK
I would like to thank the parish community for
the many kind messages and prayers received
this week as I celebrated the first anniversary of
my priestly ordination. Thank you for allowing
me the privilege to share in the many intimate
moments of the lives of you and your family.
Please continue to pray for me as I discover the
wonders of ministry in the vineyard of our Lord.
Everyone is invited to a celebratory morning tea in the community
centre after the 10am Mass this Sunday. –– Fr Jack
PLENARY COUNCIL GATHERING #2 – 3-9 JULY
The Second Assembly of the Fifth Plenary
Council of Australia takes place from July 3-9.
Masses and sessions will be live-streamed each
day and people are invited to send messages
of prayer, hope and support to the Members
gathering in Sydney. Find the livestreaming schedule and the portal
for sending messages at: www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost.
Come, Holy Spirit of the great South Land.
O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia
and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council.
Give us the grace to see your face in one another
and to recognise Jesus, our companion on the road.
Give us the courage to tell our stories
and to speak boldly of your truth.
Give us ears to listen humbly to each other
and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying.
Lead your Church into a hope-filled future,
that we may live the joy of the Gospel.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord,
bread for the journey from age to age.
Amen.
Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us.
St Mary MacKillop, pray for us.

Disclaimer: Gatherings at Mary, Mother of Mercy Church may be livestreamed. By entering the church, you give permission for yourself (and your family) to be filmed.

