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5th SUNDAY OF EASTER
15 May 2022

PARISH WEEKLY DIARY
Saturday
8.00am
4.15pm
5.00pm
5.15pm
6.00pm

14 May
Mass - Burleigh Heads
Reconciliation - Miami
Mass - Miami
Reconciliation - Palm Beach
Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am
5.00pm
5.30pm

15 May – 5 Sunday of Easter
Mass - Burleigh Heads
Mass - Palm Beach
Mass - Miami
Mass - Mudgeeraba
Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed)
Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters
Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed)

Monday
9.00am

16 May – St Simon Stock
Mass - Miami

Tuesday
7.30am

17 May
Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed)

Wednesday
5.30pm

18 May – St John I, Pope
Mass - Palm Beach

Thursday
5.15pm
5.30pm

19 May – Bld Raphael Louis Rafiringa
Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba
Mass - Mudgeeraba

Friday
10.00am

20 May – St Bernardine of Sienna
Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed)

Saturday
8.00am
4.15pm
5.00pm
5.15pm
6.00pm

21 May – St Christopher Magallanes
Mass - Burleigh Heads
Reconciliation - Miami
Mass - Miami
Reconciliation - Palm Beach
Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am
5.00pm
5.30pm

22 May – 6 Sunday of Easter
Mass - Burleigh Heads
Mass - Palm Beach
Mass - Miami
Mass - Mudgeeraba
Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed)
Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters
Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed)

th

th

This Week’s Readings: Acts 14:21-27; Rev 21:1-5; Jn 13:31-35
Next Week’s Readings: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29; Rev 21:10-14, 22-23; Jn 14:23-29

EVER SINCE EASTER SUNDAY our first readings have been from the Acts of the
Apostles. From these readings, along with Paul’s writings to the early churches, we
learn that the church was, shall we say, “lively,” exhibiting a rich and powerful variety
of gifts. We also learned that charismatic leaders and their followers emerged from
the community. The church also had its chaotic moments and sometimes could get
out of control. Those first Christians were not unlike us modern Christians. Through his
letters to the nascent churches and the narratives in Acts, we observe that Paul tried
to exert his authority to keep the members unified and focused on their primary task:
giving witness to the risen Christ.
Because
of
Paul’s
missionary travels, he had
to do most of his work of
instruction and unification
from a distance, through
his letters and those he
delegated
as
his
representatives. This lack
of immediacy caused him
difficulties and frustration.
For example, read what
Paul has to say to the
Galatians (3:1-3), “You
senseless Galatians!”
In today’s Acts reading, Paul and Barnabas are in the midst of their missionary
journeys; which sounds like a travelogue of the ancient world. Their travels take them
far and wide. Eventually they set back for Antioch, their home base. Acts tells of the
success of their preaching. They returned to cities where they had formally preached
and where they had “made a considerable number of disciples.” The backdrop of the
stories reveals that, besides the church’s growing numbers joining the communities,
there was also suffering among the Christian converts. Hence, we read when Paul and
Barnabas returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, “they strengthened the spirits of
the disciples.”
That is the sober note that flows throughout Acts. While there is an enthusiastic
growth in numbers as the preachers spread the word of God, there is also suffering of
those who accept the faith. Paul and Barnabas were not working on their own. The
church in Antioch had sent them to preach and after they finished their appointed
preaching. They returned to their base in Antioch to make a report of what, through
the power of the Holy Spirit, they had done. They may, or may not, have been
eloquent speakers. Even if they were, they attribute the success of their mission to
God working through them.

Through their preaching Paul had noticed a remarkable phenomenon: Gentiles were
responding to the gospel message. From their Jewish roots they never would have anticipated
this. Although prophets like Isaiah had said that Israel would be a light to all nations. (For
example, we heard Isaiah’s message to us during our Holy Week readings. Monday, 42:1-7;
Tuesday, 49:1-6.) With the arrival of the Gentiles into their community Paul, Barnabas, and the
early Christians were experiencing God’s open-armed acceptance of all people. So, Paul tells
the gathered church in Antioch what he and Barnabas had experienced on their missionary
travels: God “had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.” Paul was a major instrument in
God’s invitation to “the nations” i.e, the Gentiles.
Acts helped the early Christians accept and receive non-Jews into their communities. Gentiles
could now, by their faith in Christ, claim the heritage and promises God gave Israel. Luke is
showing that the church’s experience with the admittance of the Gentiles demonstrated the
fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy that God’s people, Israel, would be “the light of the nations”
(49:6). Jesus’ words to his disciples before his ascension really give the central theme and
outline of the Acts of the Apostles: “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea
and Samaria and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
While the Acts of the Apostles has historical references about the early church, it is not primarily a history book. It is a faith document. It
is a look back to help us look present and forward at our own contemporary Church and our own Christian lives. We tend to idealize the
first generation of Christians. They were closest to Jesus’ time on earth so, we figure, they got it right -- how to act like Christians and be
a model, closely-linked community. But, as we read Acts and the epistles we realize they were just as human as we are. Like our
contemporary Church, they had their rabid doctrinal disputes, liturgical variations, sexual scandals, feuds among the leaders, clericalism
etc.
Some have said that the Acts of the Apostles should really be named the “Acts of the Holy Spirit.” While we observe Paul, Barnabas and
the other missionaries spreading the gospel far and wide and making “a considerable number of disciples,” we are really witnessing the
fulfilment of Jesus’ promise at the beginning of Acts: that his meagre group of disciples would, “Receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes down on you. Then you are to be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, yes, even to the ends of the earth”
(1:8).
The early missionaries were able to continue their efforts despite many hardships. And yes, there were conflicts, scandals and serious
divisions in the early church. The same can be said of our Church today. But hearing the “Acts of the Holy Spirit” should give us trust
that, despite the shadows and dark times, God has not left us on our own -- not back then, not now!
The Lucan author tells us Paul and Barnabas returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch and strengthened the spirits of the disciples.” -- a
sign of the Spirit’s active presence in their midst, despite the hardships they faced. That same Spirit continues to “strengthen the spirits
of the disciples” through spirit-filled preachers, teachers, musicians, lectors, parents, theologians, etc. Can you name a few spirit-filled
disciples in your worshiping community and give thanks to God for them at today’s Eucharistic celebration?
Artwork – “Paul and Barnabas in Lystra” Nicolaes Pieterszoon Berchem 1650- Artwork on USEUM
HOW ARE YOU KEEPING EASTER ALIVE?
Roman Catholics are taught that we are an “Easter people,” meaning that no matter the
date we focus on the Resurrection of Jesus Christ and God’s promise of eternal life in
Christ. At no time in the liturgical year is this focus more apparent than during Eastertide,
which begins on Easter Sunday and continues for 50 days until Pentecost.
For the faithful, these seven weeks are celebrated as a single feast called “The Great
Lord’s Day.” Indeed, Paschal Time is a season of joy in Jesus’s glorified life and victory over
death; during this time, the ‘Alleluia’ appears as an independent antiphon and is added to
all the antiphons and responses.
Yet keeping Easter feelings of joy alive for all 50 days can be challenging for even the most
devout. What are some ways we can rededicate ourselves as Easter people during 50 days
of celebration?
Just as it is important for us to make Easter Sunday more than a secular celebration, so we must be careful not to fall back into our old
habits or sins after Easter. Instead of using Easter as a time to return to things we gave up during Lent, we can evaluate the permanent
changes we want to make in our lives.
BISHOPS CONFERENCE ELECTS ARCHBISHOP COSTELLOE PRESIDENT
The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference has elected Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB president of the
Conference and re-elected Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP vice-president on the opening day of its plenary meeting.
He is the first president of the Bishops Conference from Western Australia and, as a priest of the Salesians of Don
Bosco, the first member of a religious order to be elected president. Archbishop Costelloe said the Church’s ministries
remain critical to Australian society. “The Church in this country is an immense contributor to our society, through our
parishes, our schools, our hospital and aged care, our social services and countless other ministries,” he said. “As we
continue to contemplate how we live out the Gospel in this age, including through the Plenary Council, I look forward
to working with my brother bishops and the People of God to carry forward Christ’s mission.”

DON’T FORGET!

PARISH PILGRIMAGE

PLANNED GIVING – Thank you for the generosity and support of
all who contribute to the Parish Planned Giving. Details for
electronic banking are as follows:
BSB: 064 786; A/C No:
100010144. Reference: Planned Giving/Surname.
CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS – Fourth Sunday of each Month,
10am, Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters the Mass will be
specifically dedicated to a Children’s Mass and Liturgy. The
Readings and Homily will be for the children.
YOUTH MASS – First and Third Sunday of
each month at 5:30pm, Mary Mother of
Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters. If you like to
be involved with the music, reading or altar
serving, please contact the Parish Office or
see the priest before Mass.
ANOINTING MASS – First Friday of each
month, 10 am Mary, Mother of Mercy Church.
All Welcome. Care and Concern will be
providing morning tea in the Community
Centre.
rd

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT – 3
Fridays of each month from 9:00am till 9:50am.
Mary Mother of Mercy Church. Please join us in
spending some time with Jesus, truly present in the
Blessed Sacrament.

THE GRACES OF
MARY AND THE SAINTS
Spiritual Places of
Spain, France and Portugal
12-23 September 2022
Barcelona, Montserrat (our Lady
of the Pillar – one of the world’s
oldest Marian appearance sites),
Lourdes, Garabandal, Loyola (of St
Ignatius fame), Santiago de
Compostela, Tui (where the
founder of West Australia’s New Norcia Monastery was born), onto
Monte Sella (highest peak in Portugal), then Fatima, Avila (St Teresa
& St John of the Cross) and finish Madrid.
Harvest is billing this pilgrimage at 2020 prices of $6900 (for Pax20 or
$6100 for 35 or more) for airfare, accommodation, transport and
meals as given in the itinerary.
This is a wonderful spiritual journey through some very well-known
places of piety and prayer. This could be your 12-day active retreat.
Join Padre and the Parish in a once in a life time journey.
NEWS AROUND THE PARISH
FLORES
DE
MAYO
SANTACRUZAN
CELEBRATION – Our parish’s Filipino brothers
and sisters would like to invite everyone to this
important annual celebration of Our Lady – the
Flowers of May. The celebration begins with
rosary, procession and concludes with Mass.
Please join us in this beautiful celebration on
Saturday 28 May at 10:00am at Mary Mother of
Mercy Church, Burleigh Waters.
ARCHDIOCESAN ANNUAL MASS COUNT
Every weekend in May we will be counting the
numebr of parishioners attending each of our
Masses. This is to help planning for the future
of our parish and our Archdiocese. Are you able
to help with the counting at one of our Masses?
Please see the sacristan at your Mass for
further information! Thank you!

INTRODUCING JOSIE KLINE – OUR NEW PARISH SECRETARY
This week we welcome Josie Kline who
joins the parish team as our Parish
Secretary. Josie is a parishioner and a
former Marymount parent who comes
to us with a wealth of experience in
office administration and will be a
valued team member together with
Neil, Matthew, Monique, Padre, Fr Jack
and our many volunteers who help
keep our parish running each day.
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME
A reminder to the children and family
who are in our Sacramental Programme
to decorate the dove you have received
in your Confirmation Preparation Pack.
These doves will be collected during Mass
on the weekend of 21/22 May and be
displayed in the church so our parishioners can also pray for you
as you prepare to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for: Fred Grioli, Vera Havlik,
Jean Hokin, Anne Lord , Denis McEnery, Carmel Meldon, Pat Moy,
Sue Mulholland, Stephen Murray, Josie Nicolas, Michael Onn,
Sean O’Reilly, Sean Roche, Anne Owens, Phyllis Pola, Maureen
Reti, Peter Smith, Andrew Supple, Olivia Tonner, Edward Tudor ,
Graham Zendler, Norah Zipf, Hannes Rieck, Lyn Hundt, Justine
Ford, Fely Roberts, Margaret Kennedy , George Ayoub, Anne
Gavaghau, Doug Tronc the sick of our Parish and all in need of
God’s healing Spirit.
PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES
Masses have been requested for the recently deceased and for
friends and relatives whose anniversaries occur at this time:
Richard Wilkie, Marko Palavra, Michael Kearney, Angelo Resma,
Brian Gavaghau, James Badger, Aileen Watt, Jim Robertson,
Joseph Violet, Anathez Deguara, Alphonse & Akesa Gabriele,
Angela Giuffre Randazzo, Elaine Adair, Terezia Meleg, Terry
McManus, Virginia Tablan, David Halpin, Geoffrey Jenkins, Nora
O’Ryan, Anne Marie Desmond. Eternal rest grant unto them, O
Lord. And let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in
peace. Amen.

MUSIC FOR THIS WEEKEND’S MASS
GATHERING
This day was made by the Lord,
Let us rejoice, let us be glad.
This day was made by the Lord
Let us rejoice in salvation!

THANKSGIVING
The love we have for you, O Lord,
is only a shadow of your love for us;
only a shadow of your love for us,
your deep abiding love.

You opened the gates of heaven,
you have given me life. You have given me life
I will proclaim the wonders you do.

The bread we take and eat, O Lord,
is your body broken and shared with us;
your body broken and shared with us,
the gift of your great love.

You are my strength and my Saviour,
you have given me life, you have given me life
I will proclaim the wonder you do
© Christopher Walker, 1899, 1989, 1990

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
I will bless your name forever, O God my King.
COMMUNION
Take and eat, this is my body.
Take and drink, this is my life-blood.
Whenever you share this meal with others
do so in memory of me.
© Maggie Russell, 1988/94

Our lives are in your hands,
our lives are in your hands.
Our love for you will grow, O Lord;
your light in us will shine.
The joy we share today, O Lord,
Is only a shadow of your joys for us;
Only a shadow of your joys for us;
When we meet face to face. (Refrain)
© North American Liturgy Resources, 1971

RECESSIONAL
Sing to the mountains, sing to the sea.
Raise your voices, lift your hearts.
This is the day the Lord has made.
Let all the earth rejoice.
I will give thanks to you, my Lord.
You have answered my plea.
You have saved my soul from death.
You are my strength and my song. (Refrain)
This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us be glad and rejoice.
He has turned all death to life.
Sing of the glory of God. (Refrain)
© Bob Dufford SJ, 1975
All music used with permission under One License #A-727411

If you are a Parish Volunteer or working in the parish the onus is on you to comply with all Archdiocesan policies. Safeguarding training and registration is available online www.safeguardingaob.com.au If you see any unsafe practice or reportable occurrence please contact the Parish Office or STOPline Service - 1300 304 550

