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6.00pm

16th July – Our Lady of Mt Carmel
Mass - Burleigh Heads
Reconciliation - Miami
Mass - Miami
Reconciliation - Palm Beach
Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am
5.00pm
5.30pm

17th July – Ordinary Time 16
Mass - Burleigh Heads
Liturgy of Word & Communion - Palm Beach
Mass - Miami
Liturgy of Word & Communion - Mudgeeraba
Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed)
Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters
Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed)

Monday
9.00am

18th July
Mass - Miami

Tuesday
7.30am

19th July
Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed)

Wednesday
5.30pm

20th July – St Elijah
Mass - Palm Beach

Thursday
5.15pm
5.30pm

21st July – St Lawrence of Brindisi
Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba
Mass - Mudgeeraba

Friday
10.00am

22nd July – St Mary Magdalene
Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed)

Saturday
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4.15pm
5.00pm
5.15pm
6.00pm

23rd July – St Bridget of Sweden
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Reconciliation - Miami
Mass - Miami
Reconciliation - Palm Beach
Mass - Palm Beach
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7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am
5.00pm
5.30pm

24th July – Ordinary Time 17
Liturgy of Word & Communion – Burleigh Heads
Mass - Palm Beach
Mass - Miami
Liturgy of Word & Communion - Mudgeeraba
Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed)
Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters
Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed)
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16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
17th JULY 2022
This Week’s Readings: Gen 18:1-10; Col 1:24-28; Lk 10:38-42
Next Week’s Readings: Gen 18:20-32; Col 2:12-14; Lk 11:1-13

Today’s gospel is in a section of Luke known as the “Journey Narrative” (9:51-19:28).
We have had passages from this section since the thirteenth Sunday, when Luke first
told us that Jesus, “resolutely determined to journey to Jerusalem” (9:51). Some of
the stories in this section have Jesus literally on the road, while in others we find him
pausing in his travels; but the journey to Jerusalem is always the subtext to the story.
In today’s passage he is off the road and the guest of two sisters Martha and Mary.
This is a familiar story and as
we reflect on it and our
congregation
hears
it
proclaimed this weekend,
conclusions will be rapidly
drawn. Many of us have
pre-fixed positions about
the episode that we tend to
fall back into rather quickly.
Let’s try, as best we can, to
hear this reading with fresh
ears. So, for example, let’s
not come crashing down on
Martha and make her the
excessively
worrisome,
fretful, over-worked person
who doesn’t have time for
the Lord. Everyone expects
this message and they might
feel guilty when they hear it since, in our culture, most of us easily identify with
Martha’s work ethic and concerns. But chances are there is not a lot we can do about
our busy, boxed-in lives. Is there anyway Martha can speak to us about being Christian
in our busy worlds? We’ll want to do more in our preaching than make people feel
guilty for working hard and worrying about the wellbeing of family and friends.
Imagine, for example, how a single parent, or low-income couple might feel as they
scramble to keep their family’s heads above financial waters. Upon hearing this
gospel they probably would love the “luxury,” so it would seem to them, of sitting in
a contemplative place to listen to the Lord. We don’t want to exclude the hard
workers from hearing good news in today’s story. Preachers might well treat Martha
with a sympathetic ear, on behalf of women who work at home as well as those who
work in the marketplace. They offer their lives in sacrifice for the benefit of their
children and grandchildren. Some are widowed -- was Martha?

Recent statistics on wages show that women still don’t earn wages comparable to men in similar jobs. Besides their required daily labours,
women often give time to volunteer in church and assist others in need. They are the “good Samaritans” who, like Mary and Martha ,
have listened to Jesus’ teachings and acted on them. So, as we prepare to listen to this Gospel we might try to show the balance necessary
to follow Jesus: we welcome Jesus, listen to his teachings that show where Christian service lies and we set about being the “neighbour”
described in his parable.
A word about words: another English translation of this text says Martha “welcomes” Jesus into her home. Initially Jesus and Martha are
the focus of the story. In fact, Mary doesn’t speak in this passage. Martha follows the mideastern custom of extending hospitality to the
traveller. We see a similar incident in the first reading as Abraham and Sarah offer welcome to the three strangers. Notice in the Genesis
reading how Abraham “hastened” to tell Sarah to act “quickly” and how he “ran” to pick out a choice steer for a servant, who “quickly”
prepared it. There’s lots of rush and fuss in the first reading for the sake of hospitality and Abraham is not chastised for rushing about:
he was doing what was expected for a traveller. Martha is also following the custom of her ancestors in faith, who were told to welcome
the stranger in their midst. Both stories have a common element of welcoming the Holy One who comes as friend, or stranger. Abraham
and Sarah’s hospitality is blessed, for God is fulfilling the promise to them that their descendants would become a great nation (Gen.
12:1-4).
By placing the Genesis and Luke accounts together the designers of the lectionary are offering the stories as parallels. We are being
invited to look more deeply into these quaint sounding domestic stories. Abraham and Sarah will have the promised flesh and blood
descendants -- but their true descendants will be children in the spirit who trust in the God of Abraham and Sarah, the God of the
covenant, who will be with the people in their faith journey. So too with Mary and Martha, we are their descendants, we who also try to
have open hearts and listening ears to the “guests” we welcome into our lives. Such guests are not always the usual people we find on
guest lists, those of equal social and economic ranking to our own. Rather, we who hear week after week these selections from Luke’s
gospel, are like Mary sitting beside the “Lord at his feet,” listening to his teaching so as to learn how to “welcome” the Lord into our lives.
Last Sunday we heard the teaching that immediately preceded today’s in Luke’ gospel -- the tale of the neighbour in need (10:25-37). In
that story we were, like Mary, listeners at Jesus’ feet and we learned about offering hospitality and neighbourliness to the one in need.
It is no accident that Luke places today’s episode immediately after the Good Samaritan. He is telling us to “listen-up!” -- Jesus has
something life-giving to offer us. We too ask the lawyer’s question, “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” (10:25). By
positioning the Mary and Martha story where he does, Luke is saying, in effect, “Welcome Jesus into your life, listen to his words about
loving neighbour and you will learn the ways of eternal life.”
The lawyer’s response to Jesus’ question, “What is written in the law?” came in two parts, “You shall love the Lord your God, with all
your heart, with all your being, with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbour as yourself.” The Good Samaritan
parable answered the question about loving neighbour; today’s account addresses what loving God with our heart, being, strength and
mind entails -- attentiveness to the Lord’s word. Neither story is complete without the other. In the parable, the Samaritan “sees” the
injured man; Mary is the one who “hears” Jesus. Remember that women were marginalized in the culture of the time, so were
Samaritans. Two marginalized people, a Samaritan and a woman, are concrete examples of those previously extolled by Christ for hearing
the word and doing it (8:21).
Jesus is referred to with the post-resurrection title “Lord”; a clue for the setting of this gospel. Using the title “Lord” for Jesus deliberately
places this reading in the context of the early church. This is a story about welcoming and listening to the resurrected “Lord” in our
midst. Also, note the double use of the word “service” in verse 40 (“diakonia”), which refers to the church’s ministerial service. There
was a debate about the roles of women in the early church and today at the Plenary Council Assembly last week. Possibly there was an
issue of what constituted “women’s work” in the community -- as in our own church today. In Luke’s time women performed many
ministries, apostolic work, leadership, gospel proclamation, etc. (e.g. Rom 16: 1, 3-5; 16:6, 12; 1 Cor. 16:19; Phil 4: 3). But the epistles
and readings like today’s show that there was a division over the roles of women. It seems some wanted women to stay in subservient
roles and that may explain Jesus’ siding with Mary. Luke has portrayed, in this story at least, that the silent woman has the “better part.”
Was he trying to promote women’s silence and passivity? We should also remember that Mary was seated where only men were to be
found, at the feet of a teacher. Jesus is not letting the mores and values of his day limit him or restrict those who might hear him and
become his disciple.
Martha’s roles of welcome and service are important works of the church as we welcome the Lord in the stranger and person in need.
There were many gifts among women in the early church, some like Mary’s were quiet disciples attentive to the words of Christ; others
were very active. In their own ways, both Martha and Mary welcome Christ, each has apparently heard his teachings and shown love to
God and service to neighbour.
It seems to me that Church is men and women, with all their varied gifts, being called into service of others. All Christians are called to
be listeners of the Word -- something we do each time we gather in this liturgical assembly and listen to the proclamation of the Word.
We are also called to service of our neighbour, which we do as we leave this listening place to return to our busy lives.
Artwork: “Christ in the house of Mary and Martha” by Carol C Caruso

DON’T FORGET!
YOUTH MASS – First and Third Sunday of each
month at 5:30pm, Mary Mother of Mercy
Church, Burleigh Waters. If you like to be
involved with the music, reading or altar
serving, please contact the Parish Office or see
the priest before Mass.
ANOINTING MASS – First Friday of each
month, 10 am Mary, Mother of Mercy Church.
All Welcome. Care and Concern will be
providing morning tea in the Community
Centre.
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT – 3rd
Friday of each month from 9:00am till 9:50am in
Mary Mother of Mercy Church; and every 1st Tuesday
of the month at 6:45pm in Calvary Church in Miami
(Portuguese). Please join us in spending some time
with Jesus, truly present in the Blessed Sacrament.
CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS – Fourth Sunday of each Month,
10am, Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters the Mass will be
specifically dedicated to a Children’s Mass and Liturgy. The
Readings and Homily will be for the children.
PLANNED GIVING – Thank you for the generosity and support of
all who contribute to the Parish Planned Giving. Details for
electronic banking are as follows:
BSB: 064 786; A/C No:
100010144. Reference: Planned Giving/Surname.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for: Sean O’Reilly, Sean
Roche, Anne Owens, Phyllis Pola, Maureen Reti, Peter Smith,
Andrew Supple, Olivia Tonner, Edward Tudor, Graham
Zendler, Norah Zipf, Hannes Rieck, Lyn Hundt, Justine Ford,
Fely Roberts, Margaret Kennedy, George Ayoub, Anne
Gavaghau, Doug Tronc, Fay Fraser, Fred Grioli, Bernard Clark,
Taylor Austin, Irene Garland, Lynn Nunan, Elaine Casonati, Sue
Mulholland, Therese Baggaley, Stella Brown, Eugene Nolan,
William Korab, Jess Hall, Michael Onn, Jason Hill, Katrina
Kerkow-Hill, the sick of our Parish and all in need of God’s
healing Spirit.
PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES
Masses have been requested for the recently deceased and
for friends and relatives whose anniversaries occur at this
time: Donald Carr, Joseph, Violet, Joe Degwara, Brenda GoodGiles, Loraine Killelea, Isabel Little, Ellen Erickson, Teresa Borg,
Paquito Aribal, Romeo Francisco, Joseph Caruana, Lolita
Amora, Jack Segerdahl, Nita Mary Green, Barney Little,
Beatrice Thornton, Peter Briggs, Thomas & Ida Bonke, Julia
Grioli, Anacleta Mar, Jill Nash, Demosthenes Baldovino.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. And let perpetual light
shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen.

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH
YEAR 4 CONNECT MASS & CHILDREN’S MASS will be
celebrated next Sunday 24 July at 10:00am at Mary
Mother of Mercy Church. Year 4 families from our
Marymount Community, children who are preparing
for the Sacrament of Confirmation and any other
children is warmly invited to come celebrate this
special Mass with us as we explore the theme of
‘The Lord’s Prayer’.
SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION will be celebrated in the parish on
28 July. Please keep the children and their families who are preparing
for this Sacrament of Initiation in your prayers. If you would like to
volunteer to help on the night, please phone the parish office.
THE PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES are now available at the door of
the churches. If your envelope is not there
it may have gone to another church in the
parish. Please ring the Parish Office if any
issues. We also encourage everyone to
consider direct debit or direct credit.
Thank you for your support. Blessings
Parish Finance Council.
COVID RESTRICTION & RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION IN THE PARISH
– The Queensland Bishops still have
a requirement for people to receive
Holy Communion in the hand but
have now made an exception to this
only if Covid precautions can be put
in place. Thus the only way at
present for the exception to be carried out is that those wishing to
receive Communion on the tongue come only to the priest after Mass
has finished. After Mass communion on the tongue will be made
available – but only if you inform the priest prior to Mass so he can
make arrangements.
RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN STATE SCHOOLS – Volunteers are
required at Caningeraba State School in Burleigh Waters to provide
religious instruction and sharing an understanding of God’s love with
the children for 1-2 hours per week. Training is free and support will
be provided. Please contact Jennifer Horsburgh on 0409 727 782 if
you are interested.
HE PARISHAROUD THE PARISH
ADVANCE NOTICE
Due to many circumstances in trying to get supply priests for our
parish, as noted before in other newsletter, our parish is beginning to
explore Liturgy of Word and Holy Communion lead by lay people
when circumstances due to emergencies, sickness or lack of supply
priests calls for these liturgies – as endorsed by the Brisbane
Archbishop and Liturgy Commission.
Please note that the following Masses will be celebrated as a lay-led
Liturgy of Word with Distribution of Holy Communion:
Sunday 17th July 7:00am Our Lady of the Way, Palm beach
Sunday 17th July 8:30am St Benedict’s, Mudgeeraba
Sunday 24th July 7:00am Infant Saviour, Burleigh Heads
Sunday 24th July 8:30am St Benedict’s, Mudgeeraba
Advance notice is given in case you wish to make arrangements to
attend a Mass in the other churches of the Parish instead of the
Liturgy – our Lay leaders will not be offended but rather offer the
liturgies as a way of supporting the local community. I thank our Lay
leaders for their preparedness and faithfulness.

MUSIC FOR THIS WEEKEND’S MASS
GATHERING

RECESSIONAL

Praise to you, O Christ, our Saviour,
Word of the Father, calling us to life;
Son of God who leads us to freedom:
glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

The heavens are telling the glory of God,
and all creation is shouting for joy,
Come, dance in the forest, come, play in the field,
and sing, sing to the glory of the Lord.
Lord; Sing, sing to the glory of the Lord!

You are the Word who calls us out of darkness;
you are the Word who leads us into light;
you are the Word who brings us through the desert:
glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! (Refrain)
You are the Word who calls us to be servants;
you are the Word whose only law is love;
you are the Word made flesh who lives among us:
glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! (Refrain)

Praise to the fire, who give us his light,
the warmth of the sun to brighten our night,
he dances with joy, his spirit so bright,
he sings of you. (Refrain)
Sing to the earth, who makes life to grow,
the creatures you made to let your life show,
the flowers and trees that help us to know
the Heart of love. (Refrain)

© Berndette Farrell, 1986 OCP Publications

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
The just will live in the presence of the Lord,
the just will live in his presence.

Praise to the death, that makes our life real,
the knowledge of loss that helps us to feel,
the Gift of Yourself, your Presence revealed
to bring us home. (Refrain)
© Marty Haugen, 1980 GIA Publications
All music used with permission under One License #A-727411

COMMUNION
Take and eat, take and eat:
this is my body given up for you.
Take and drink; take and drink:
this is my blood given up for you.
I am the Word that spoke and light was made;
I am the seed that died to be reborn;
I am the bread that comes from heav'n above;
I am the vine that fills your cup with joy. (Refrain)
I am the way that leads the exile home;
I am the truth that sets the captive free;
I am the life that raises up the dead;
I am your peace, true peace my gift to you. (Refrain)
I am the Lamb that takes away your sin;
I am the gate that guards you night and day;
you are my flock: you know the shepherd’s voice;
you are my own: your ransom is my blood. (Refrain)
I am the cornerstone that God has laid;
a chosen stone and precious in his eyes;
you are God’s dwelling place, on me you rest;
like living stones, a temple for God’s praise. (Refrain)
© James Quinn, 1989, Michael Joncas, 1989 GIA Publications

Disclaimer: Gatherings at Mary, Mother of Mercy Church may be livestreamed. By entering the church, you give permission for yourself (and your family) to be filmed.

