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Saturday
10.00am
4.15pm
5.00pm
5.15pm
6.00pm

28 May
Flores de Mayo Celebrations
Procession & Mass - Burleigh Waters
Reconciliation - Miami
Mass - Miami
Reconciliation - Palm Beach
Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am
5.00pm
5.30pm

29 May –The Ascension of the Lord
Mass - Burleigh Heads
Mass - Palm Beach
Mass - Miami
Mass - Mudgeeraba
Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed)
Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters
Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed)

Monday
9.00am

30 May – St Joan of Arc
Mass - Miami

Tuesday
7.30am

31 May – Visitation of Blessed Virgin Mary
Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed)

Wednesday
5.30pm

1 June – St Justin
Mass - Palm Beach

Thursday
5.15pm
5.30pm

2 June
Reconciliation - Mudgeeraba
Mass - Mudgeeraba

Friday
10.00am

3 June – Charles Lwanga
Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed)

Saturday
8.00am
4.15pm
5.00pm
5.15pm
6.00pm

4 June
Mass - Burleigh Heads
Reconciliation - Miami
Mass – Miami
Reconciliation - Palm Beach
Mass - Palm Beach

Sunday
7.00am
7.00am
8.30am
8.30am
10.00am
5.00pm
5.30pm

5 June – Pentecost Sunday
Mass - Burleigh Heads
Mass - Palm Beach
Mass - Miami
Mass - Mudgeeraba
Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed)
Reconciliation - Burleigh Waters
Mass - Burleigh Waters (Livestreamed)
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THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
29 May 2022
This Week’s Readings: Acts 1:1-11; Eph 1:17-23; Lk 24:46-53
Next Week’s Readings: Acts 2:1-11; Rom 8:8-17; Jn 14:15-16, 23-26

The Acts of the Apostles starts with an
injunction by the risen Christ to wait. I
wonder if the activists in that early
community weren’t frustrated by His
directive. You can see that they were ready
to get on with things -- and they would have
gotten it all wrong. It’s their question that
reveals their mis-direction, “Lord are you at
this time going to restore the kingdom of Israel?” Of course, they mean a purely external,
politically and militarily dominant kingdom of Israel. No, they will have to wait for the
baptism with the Holy Spirit, then they will know how and where to be Jesus’ witnesses.
He wants them to break free of their limited view, their biases and tendency to misinterpret
the meaning of His life. What He also wants is that they witness to Him far beyond the
boundaries of Israel. They will, He says, have to be, “my witnessers in Jerusalem, throughout
Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.” For all this they will need help, so they
must acknowledge their dependence on God and wait for God’s pleasure to pour that help
out on them.
We are not good at waiting. We tire out if we do not get quick results. Waiting on lines, for
traffic lights, for our children to come home from the dance, with our aging parents at the
doctor’s office or when answering the phone, etc. These days we are particularly frustrated
and tired of waiting for peace to break out in Ukraine, Iraq, Afghanistan, Yemen, Nigeria, the
Middle East and innumerable places of conflict in our world. Waiting is not what we do well.
Why is waiting so frustrating? Because it means someone else, or some other power, is in
charge, not us. And being out of control and subject to other forces reminds us of our
finiteness, and vulnerability.
Jesus tells the disciples to, “wait for the promise of the Father.” They cannot go off spreading
the news of his resurrection yet. They are a small, fearful community that has no power on
its own. As the Gospels showed, they have a tendency to get Jesus’ message all wrong.
What’s more, they flee when things get tough. On their own they will be misguided, perhaps
engage in ways that are not of Jesus. Haven’t we Christians made some pretty big mistakes
about His message and ways? In our history are tales of promoting our religion by forced
baptisms and by trampling over the dignity and cultures of whole civilizations and groups of
minorities. We also have, like the original disciples, been cowardly when courage was
required.
So, the disciples and we, must “hold our horses,” restrain ourselves and wait for God’s
promise to be fulfilled. What’s more, the fulfilment will come at God’s timing, not our own.
We are action-oriented aren’t we? We have our projects and plans, we want to get on with
things. Even when our plans and intentions are noble and serve a good purpose, how does
God figure into them? Do we know? Have we asked? Do we wait for an answer, some
direction? Maybe we have to “hurry up and wait.” “Don’t just do something, stand there!”
Waiting on the Spirit is a reversal of our usual mode of operating.

Even as Christ talks to the disciples about their mission to the “ends of the earth,” Luke is making sure that we do not forget what had happened in
Jerusalem. We recall the Emmaus story (Luke 24: 13ff) and the failed and frustrated hopes of the disciples on the road. “We had hoped,” they tell
the Stranger. What they had hoped for was their version of triumph and success for Jesus -- and themselves. But Jesus had to remind them, by
interpreting the scriptures “beginning with Moses and all the prophets,” that suffering was to be part of his life and mission. Here, in today’s section
of Acts, Luke reminds us again of that link between Jesus’ mission and suffering, when he says that Christ “presented himself alive to them by many
proofs AFTER he had suffered.”
Jesus and now the disciples, cannot escape the suffering that comes with fidelity to the message. Even in the presence of the risen Lord they are
not far from the reality of suffering. So, for the disciples, who will have to live out and proclaim the Good News, suffering will be the price they and
we pay for our belief and for the mission.
We need to wait for the gift of the Spirit who sustains us when the going gets rough. We will be witnesses to Jesus by the integrity of our lives and
the commitment to his ways. If we are faithful to what His Spirit teaches us at work, and with our families, in school and in the political arena, etc.,
there will be suffering. Or, maybe worse, we will just be ignored, discounted as unrealistic and dismissed as impossible idealists. We will need the
gift of the Spirit and the wait is worth it.
In this coming Week of Prayer for Christian Unity I thought I would quote one of my favourite Protestant preachers - Thomas Troeger, the
Presbyterian preacher and homiletician, who in a sermon preached on Ascension Day, recalls the frustration of the disciples and the early church in
their waiting and longing for the fulfilment of the reign of God. He says we too know that frustration. After having given our lives over to Jesus
Christ, we experience not triumph, but a mixture of triumph and defeat. Has anything really changed? What difference does our faith make?
“When will things come together in some whole and enduring pattern?” he wonders. And then Troeger quotes Yeats’ lines to describe our world:
Things fall apart; the center cannot hold;
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world,
the blood dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere
the ceremony of innocence is drowned;
the best lack all conviction, while the worst
are full of passionate intensity.
(from, “The Second Coming”)
We are wearied by our waiting. With Yeats we voice our longing, “Surely some revelation is at hand;
Surely the Second Coming is at hand.” It’s a lament, a prayer of need and dependence. We need help
that we cannot provide for ourselves. Troeger invites us to hear again what the early church heard in its
anguish and yearning, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the Father has established by
[God’s] own authority.” How difficult it is for us to hear these words surrounded, as we are, by the kind
of events we see and hear on the evening news -- pictures and sounds of ten million Ukrainian refugees
displaced by war and terror. What we have, Troeger reminds us, is the belief that Christ reigns and will
send the Holy Spirit to help us live as we must. We cannot force the hand of this Spirit, it is a gift constantly
coming upon us. And one that still requires waiting. (Thomas’ Troeger’s sermon was preached in 1982
and is reprinted in, SEASONS OF PREACHING, pages 158-9.)
Artwork: "The Ascension (Acts 1:1-11)", Acrylic on Canvas, 2014 by MIZE ART STUDIO visit their website to purchase copies of this art.
Marian Doctrines for the Month of May Part 2Mary’s Sinlessness — Mary is said to have been a pure vessel, and never sinned in her life. This is the one with which I had
the most trouble. The way Brad explained it to me, that really helped, is thus: Jesus was fully God and fully man. He
inherited his divine nature from the Holy Spirit, and He inherited his human nature from Mary. For this reason, Mary’s
human nature had to be free from the original sin of Adam.
Mary’s Immaculate Conception — Many people (even some Catholics) think this refers to the Virgin Birth of Christ, but this is something else that relates
to the previous doctrine. In order for Mary to be born without the stain of original sin, she had to be immaculately conceived — through which she was
conceived naturally by her parents (who tradition holds were St. Joachim and St. Anne), but shielded by the Holy Spirit from inheriting original sin.
Mary’s Assumption — Tradition holds that Mary, at the end of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into Heaven to be with her Son. Catholic
dogma leaves open the question of whether she first died, but the idea is that this was her last moment on this earth. In Orthodox tradition, the
Assumption is known as the Dormition (the going-to-sleep), and in this view, she died before rising to heaven.
Mary as Queen of Heaven — Many Protestants think this is a granting to Mary of heavenly authority, making a goddess of her, but it is in fact a sign of
her great honour in Heaven. Her Son is the King; therefore, she, as his mother, is the Queen Mother — just as we accord high honour to the mothers of
monarchs on earth.
Mary as Mother of God — this one really troubles many — and it shouldn’t. The title arises as a translation of her title in the East, Θεοτόκος (Theotokos)
— the God-bearer or Mother of God. Giving her this title has less to do with Mary than with Christ: By affirming Mary as the Theotokos, Christians were
affirming that Christ was fully God as well as fully man: Mary bore God and not just a man. Anything less, such as the patriarch Nestorius’s preference for
“Christotokos,” was interpreted as a rejection of Christ’s full divinity. Especially in the first Christian centuries, when Christological questions and heresies
raged about the true nature of Christ, His earthly origins — down to the womb from which he was born — were of the utmost importance and concern.
Mary as Mediatrix — Scripture says that there is “one mediator between God and men,” Jesus (1 Timothy 2:5) — and Catholics fully affirm this, that
Christ is our one Mediator to God. And we are fully capable of reaching Christ ourselves, through prayer; and He is with us in every Sacrament. But that
doesn’t preclude the idea that there can’t be other mediators (i.e. people in between) between us and Christ. Just as we can ask friends and family
members and pastors to pray for us to God — making them mediators — we can ask Mary and the saints to intercede for us. And Mary, by her special
place and her unique relationship to Christ, is a powerful intercessor indeed, we believe. There is another side to this, Mary as the mediatrix of graces,
that I will save for another time.

DON’T FORGET!

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

PLANNED GIVING – Thank you for the generosity and support of
all who contribute to the Parish Planned Giving. Details for
electronic banking are as follows:
BSB: 064 786; A/C No:
100010144. Reference: Planned Giving/Surname.

CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION
Processions of the Blessed Sacrament is a major
feature of the Feast of the Most Holy Body and
Blood of Jesus, also commonly known as ‘Corpus
Christi’. It is a public witness of our Faith and a
sign of the real presence of Jesus in our
everyday life. This year, Padre and Fr Jack would
like to invite you to celebrate this procession,
while not to the public streets due to
accessibility, we will process around the grounds of Mary Mother of
Mercy Church immediately after the 10:00am Mass (Sunday 19 June)
followed by Benediction. Morning tea is to follow. Please come and
join in the procession and give public witness to our Faith!

CHILDREN'S FAMILY MASS – Fourth Sunday of each Month,
10am, Mary, Mother of Mercy, Burleigh Waters the Mass will be
specifically dedicated to a Children’s Mass and Liturgy. The
Readings and Homily will be for the children.
YOUTH MASS – First and Third Sunday of each
month at 5:30pm, Mary Mother of Mercy
Church, Burleigh Waters. If you like to be
involved with the music, reading or altar
serving, please contact the Parish Office or see
the priest before Mass.
ANOINTING MASS – First Friday of each
month, 10 am Mary, Mother of Mercy Church.
All Welcome. Care and Concern will be
providing morning tea in the Community
Centre.
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT – 3rd
Fridays of each month from 9:00am till 9:50am. Mary
Mother of Mercy Church. Please join us in spending
some time with Jesus, truly present in the Blessed
Sacrament.

MONTHLY PARISH LUNCHEON
Thursday 2 June at 12:00pm at Burleigh Sports Club, Christine Ave.
Contact Michelle on 0409 057 346 for more information.
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK & SPECIAL NEEDS
Your prayers have been requested for: Michael Onn, Sean O’Reilly,
Sean Roche, Anne Owens, Phyllis Pola, Maureen Reti, Peter Smith,
Andrew Supple, Olivia Tonner, Edward Tudor, Graham Zendler,
Norah Zipf, Hannes Rieck, Lyn Hundt, Justine Ford, Fely Roberts,
Margaret Kennedy, George Ayoub, Anne Gavaghau, Doug Tronc,
Fay Fraser, Fred Grioli, Bernard Clark, Taylor Austin, Irene Garland
the sick of our Parish and all in need of God’s healing Spirit.
PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES
Masses have been requested for the recently deceased and for
friends and relatives whose anniversaries occur at this time: Terry
McManus, Virginia Tablan, David Halpin, Geoffrey Jenkins, Nora
O’Ryan, Anne Marie Desmond, Sofia Marmotta, Arsenio Aribal,
Dolores Vencer, Bernardo Yburan, Joseph & Elizabeth Rowan,
Donald Carr, Leon Grioli, Joseph, Violet, Joe Deguara, Brenda
Good-Giles, Loraine Killelea. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.
And let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.
Amen.
IMPORTANT MESSAGE

2022 PARISH PILGRIMAGE
THE GRACES OF
MARY AND THE SAINTS
Spiritual Places of
Spain, France and Portugal
12-23 September 2022
Barcelona, Montserrat, Lourdes,
Garabandal, Loyola (of St Ignatius
fame), Santiago de Compostela,
Tui (where the founder of West
Australia’s
New
Norcia
Monastery was born), onto Monte Sella (highest peak in Portugal), then
Fatima, Avila (St Teresa & St John of the Cross) and finish Madrid.
Harvest is billing this pilgrimage at 2020 prices of $6900 (for Pax20 or
$6100 for 35 or more) for airfare, accommodation, transport and meals
as given in the itinerary.
This is a wonderful spiritual journey through some very well-known
places of piety and prayer. This could be your 12-day active retreat. Join
Padre and the Parish in a once in a life time journey. Contact Office for
brochure or booking. Meeting Thursday 9th June, Mary Mother of
Mercy Church at 7pm.

Dear Parishioners, I write to you to inform that what we all feared
many years ago is slowly coming to a reality – the lack of priests to be
able to celebrate Mass in the parish on the current number of Masses
that we have in the Parish. To some this will be a surprise and to
others a great way forward for the Church. After much prayer and
consultation among the Parish Advisory Council and other
parishioners and priests of the Deanery, Fr Jack and I have come to a
decision.
While not wanting to reduce the number of Masses or gatherings of
the communities nor to close churches - this may be our way forward
- that when a priest is not available for Mass (sickness, COVID
infection, Emergencies, Leave, etc.) a “Celebration in the Absence of
a Priest with Holy Communion” liturgy will be held. I wrote months
ago saying that there are already parishioners who have been in
training to lead these liturgies and we will continue to train and call
forth leadership in this area.
Please note that there will always be a Mass in the parish each Sunday
but it may not be at your regular church or time. We will attempt to
let communities know in advance where possible so that those who
wish to attend a Mass in another church of the parish with a priest
can do so. I thank you as your parish priest for understanding and
sorry for any inconvenience this may cause and I pray we can continue
to celebrate and do the great ministry that we already do.
With God’s Blessings. Padre

MUSIC FOR THIS WEEKEND’S MASS
GATHERING
A hymn of glory let us sing!
New hymns throughout the world shall ring:
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Christ, by a road before untrod,
ascends unto the throne of God. Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
The holy apostolic band
upon the Mount of Olives stand.
Alleluia, Alleluia!
And with the virgin mother see
their Lord ascend in majesty. Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
© Venerable Bede | LASST UNS ERFREUEN

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Let the peoples praise you. All praise you, O God.
Let the peoples praise you. All praise you, O God.
COMMUNION
This is the body of Christ,
blessed and broken for us,
blessed and given for us.
This is the body of Christ.
This is the bread of my love.
How I long to fill you with my life. (Refrain)
Drink from the cup of my blood.
Let my Spirit heal you deep within. (Refrain)
If you would live in my love,
hold my word, my promise in your heart. (Refrain)
Gathered as one in my name,
take my joy, my freedom to the world. (Refrain)

THANKSGIVING
Let the earth rejoice and sing, Alleluia!
At the triumph of our King. Alleluia!
He ascends from mortal sight, Alleluia!
Reigns now at our Father’s right. Alleluia!
He who died upon a tree, Alleluia!
Now shall reign eternally. Alleluia!
He who saved our fallen race, Alleluia!
Takes in heav’n his rightful place. Alleluia!
Jesus, victor, hear our prayer, Alleluia!
In your triumph let us share. Alleluia!
Ligt our minds and hearts above; Alleluia!
Keep us one in hope and love. Alleluia!
Lord of heaven, as you gave, Alleluia!
On the Church which sings your praise, Alleluia!
Keep us in your saving grace, Alleluia!
Till we see you face to face. Alleluia!
© James Quinn SJ, 1969 & Melvin Farrell SS, 1986

RECESSIONAL
To whom the shining angels cry,
“Why stand and gaze upon the sky?” Alleluia, Alleluia!
“This is the Saviour!” thus they say,
“This is his glorious triumph day!” Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
O risen Christ, ascended Lord,
all praise to you let earth accord: Alleluia, Alleluia!
You are, while endless ages run,
with Father and with Spirit one. Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
© Venerable Bede | LASST UNS ERFREUEN
All music used with permission under One License #A-727411

© Brian Boniwell, 2000

Disclaimer: Gatherings at Mary, Mother of Mercy Church may be livestreamed. By entering the church, you give permission for yourself (and your family) to be filmed.

